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!'A CMWNICATION PROBLEM"
TEXT

The text for today's sermon is taken from the Gospel according to
St. Luke, chapter nine, verses 35 and 36. Let me read it to you.
"And a voice came out of the cloud, saying,
'This is MY Son,~ Chosen, listen to Himl'
And when the voice bad spoken, Jesus was
found alone. And they kept silence and told
no one in those days aqything of what they
had seen."

INTRODUCTION

Memory suggests that it was a character by the name of Cool
Hand Luke who in a movie a number of years ago said, "What
we've got here is a FAILURE. to communicate•• "' ( Some of you may remember that
movie and that line spoken by Paul Newman. Luke, the Gospel writer, is suggesting in this memorable passage something of a communication problem.
Communication problems are nothing new. I heard the other day about a
woman who dialed the telephone number of what she thought was the local record
shop. And she asked the man who answered,
"Do you have Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes in ·
Alabama?" Not realizing that she was asking about a
record, he replied, "No mam ••• but I do have a wife and
15 kids in Louisiana." "Is that a record?" she asked.
He replied, "Mam ••• I don't know if it's a record or not,
but it sure is above the averagel"
Garbled cQJI'Jmunication can lead to all sorts or problems. Remember the story
or the young man, the college student, who knocked on the door or an expensive
home seeking odd jobs to earn some money. The owner suggested he should paint
the porch using the green paint in the garage. A few hours later, the young man,
covered with green paint from bead to toe, returned to get his pa;y. As he put
the fifty dollars in his pocket, he said,
"~

the way, sir ••• that•s not a Porsehe - it's a Ferrari!"

DEVELOPMENT

We laugh but I'm sure the owner of that car was not laughing.
Communication problema are a part or everyday life. Sometimes
the results can be humorous and sometimes they can be ,faroless than humorous.

There's a column or "household hints" carried in some papers called, Ask
Heloise. Back i:n early November before Thanksgiving, she wrote in a coluiiii:"
"Don't assume you're always going to be understood". And then she went on and
told about a column she had written where she said that one should put a cup
of liquid in the cavity of a turkey when roasting it. Believe it ar not, but
someone wrote her, she said, and told her that •our turkey tasted great, but the
plastic cup melted." Now she is very careful to say, "Pour a cup of liquid in
the cavitt•
Some problems in communication are humorous and same are most tragic• For a
a couple of minutes go back with me in our American history.
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The year is 1812. Who was president then? James Madison. Great Britain
has a number of maritime laws on its books that are interfering with US commerce.
US anger over these laws is so great that we declare war on Great Britain. The
War of 1812. Later we learn that these laws were actually repealed by Great
Britain the day before war was declared.- But we had no way of knowing because
C<Im'llTlunication was very slow and so war breaks out.
And. then to make matters worse 1 after two years of fighting, on Christmas
Eve in the year 18lk, British and American negotiators sign the Treaty of
Ghent brillging the war to a close, an end, but mfortwmtely there was no
speedy way to contact troops out in the field. A couple of weeks later the
British attack New Orleans which was heroically defended b,y a mixed bag of
American regulars and volunteers commanded by General Andrew Jackson. The
British suffer two thousand casualities and are defeated while the American
forces suffer only a hundred casualities and are victorious, one of the few
victories, as I recall, in that War.

Nov the reason that war started after the main grievance had been settled
and why it continued after the peace treaty was signed was all due to communication.
News traveled by sea and it usually took two weeks or more for a ship to cross
the Atlantic. Three weeks was normal and four weeks not unusual.
"What we have here" said Cool Hand Luke, "is a ·FA·IL1JRE<tio;.·c0Iiimwii:catet)·i·· >
How man;r times we've heard that and seen that happen. Peter Drucker, often
referred to as the "Father of American Management" claims that 60% of all
management problems are a result of faulty communication. A leading marriage
counsellor says that at least half of all divorces result from faulty communication between spouses. Criminologists tell us that over 90% of all criminals
have difficulty communicabing with other people.. First-off, then, remember
that communication problems are a part of life.
CooruNICATION WITH THOSE CLOSE TO US

Moving on then., sometimes the
closest to us are the hardest
with which to communicate. Raise a hand if that's been your experience.
be timid. And that's because all kinds of emotions can so easily gQ't in
way when we are trying to communicate with those we love.
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Let me introdllce you to a term with which yoa may not be familiar. It's
called "gas-lighting" and it's a phrase coined from an Alfred Hitchcock thriller,
"Gaslight", in which the husband convinces his wife that she is slow~ losing
her grasp on reality ••• going "mad", i f you will. It. he lpsttotpoillt · up: just .•how
complicated···co.rmnunication can sometimes be with those closest to us.
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Perhaps this dialogue sounds familiar.·.... ~"Why:, Bfign;'.:she: s~~ms like a. nice g_irl"~
mother says thoughtful~. But Brian chooses to read something else into her
statement and he says to his mother, "You sotmd as if you don't approve." Now
at this point mother neither approves or disapproves. In all fairness she
doesn't know the girl well enough to make any judgement at all. But Brian, you
see, has his own doubts about Lisa. He's really not sure if he wants to date her
again, and he would like to use his mother's judgement to get "off .the hook".
He wants to hear, in her non-judgemental statement, his own doubts ••• and indeed,
those doubts are so strong that he does manage to hear them, or to convince
himself that he does hear them. His mother, seeing and sensing that Brian has
come to a decision about Lisa, says somewhat tentative~, "Perhaps she isn't
the right girl for you?"
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In turn, finally getting the feedback he's been fishing for, Brian defuses

his own guilt by attacking his mother's judgement.

Angri~,

he says,

"You never like any of the girls I bring home1" "Now that's
just not true" says his mother and a family argument is off
and running.
What Brian has managed here is a form of "scapegoating". By reading a nonexistent signal of disapproval into his mother's voice, he has been able to
make a decision without taking the blame for it or assuming individual responsibility. A fast mental shuffle has convinced him of his mother's incongruity
on the subject of Lisa.
It's a handy way of lessening his own guilt feelings and in truth no harm
is done by it unless his mother is "conned" into believing that she initiated
Brian's break with Lisa. "Did I really sound that disapproving?" she may ask
herself later on and be troubled b.r the possibility that she can't control her
own emotions •••• those inner emotions ••• even when she's not aware of them.
This self-doubt ••• if the procedure happens often enougb ••• can turn into a
subtle form of what is sometimes referred to as "gas lighting". Jnlius and
Barbara Fast in their book, Talk
Between the Lines, describe gaslighting and
tell us that it can be clone unconscious when it occurs between two people and
one person constantly puts his own anxiety on the other. And if the other
allows herself (or himself) to fall into that role, he or she will eventully
come to believe that he or she is the anxious 1 the upset one, the !19rvous one 1
and in some very extreme cases, even the crazy one.
Now maybe this is a little heavy for a Sund~ morning, but I wonder if
anyone recognizes a pattern here from their own famtly'? Gaslighting takes
place between parents and teens, between spouses and in almost a~ significant
relationship. It's more than simple misunderstanding. It stresses just hw
complicated communication really is and this brings us then or take us then
to our main concern far this morning.
GOD HAS A BIT OF A C()o!M{JNICATION JROBLEM

Have you ever stopped to consider
that God - yes, even God - has a
bit of communication problem. God has a problem communicating with you and with
me and with the rest of hmnanity. You better relieve itl He does. God wants
us to grow up ••• to grow to spiritual maturity. God wants to surround::us.witb.",..
love and yet God does not want to overwhelm our freedom to choose for ourselves.
About three years ago, back in 1992, the papers carried a story of a
Radio station down in Texas - KIJN-AM - that wanted to reach more
people with its message. You know what they did. The owners decided to increase
the station's wattage from 250 watts to 5,QOO watts of power. A pretty big
increase. However, s~- glitch in their increased wattage caused them to
broadcast not just over the radio, but also over local telephones in that area.
Local residents became ouite baffled and somewhat irritated to hear sermons
coming in over their telephone lines. Bad enough for twenty minutes on a Sunday
morning ••• but talk about a Higher Power.
Christ~

God could overwhelm us with His message for us, if God were of such a mind
to do so, but then we would not live by faith. We would then be living without

- 4the burden of uncertainty. In such a world we would remain spiritual adolescents.
Thus God communicates from a distance and through subtle, sometimes indirect ways.
First, God communicated through a people - the people of Israel. The
of Israel gave the world a sacred document - the Hebrew Bible. But still
humanity didn't get it. So God decided to go one step further. And in an
of supreme commmdcation, God invaded our space and our time in the person
Jesus of Nazareth. Wbat a break-through, what a revelation, a disclosure.
put it this way, "The Word became flesh and dnelt among us."
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Christ, you see, is this Word of God made hmnan. This is always the best
way to make a point, isn't it. Surround 1t with flesh. Help us tCi> see it with
the mind's eye. I include stories in~ sermons ••• illustrations, if you will,
for a purpose, a reason. Tb.ey are the windows that let the light come in. We
can grasp abstract points much better when they are presented in a story, a
picture, yes ••• even a parable. Jesus was the greatest story teller of all.
TOOAY'S TEXT

Thus we come to our text and our scripture lesson for today'.
We call it the Transfiguration. Jesus and three of His
disciples-friends had gone otf to a mountain to prq. The weary disciples had
fallen asleep. As Jesus prqed, His countenance and even the robe He was
wearing began to glow ••• until it was a dazzling white. Two men - Moses, the Law
Giver and Elijah, the Prophet - sudde~ appeared on that mountain top with
Jesus and were seen talking with Him. Waking from their sleep the disciples
beheld Christ's glary and Peter blurted out,

"Oh,

Master ••• it is well that we are here. Iet us make
three booths - one for You and one for Moses and one for
Elijah"•

And even as Peter spoke, a cloud came and overshadowed them. The disciples were
afraid as they entered the cloud. And then a voice came out ot the cloud, saying,
"This is My Son. My Chosen. Listen to Him. n And this
is God 1s word to us this very day concerning Jesus. "This
is My Son. My Chosen. Listen ••• listen to Him. · Listenl"
Do we? I believe that this is the great need at the heart of all humanity •••• to
listen to the word of Christ.
Every so often you hear voices telling us that our society has now moved
into something of a •post-Ghristian society". To which so often I feel like
saying, "rubbish". I feel at times that we are still in a "pre-christian"
society. Have we ever really' listened to the words of Christ? And followed
them? Come on now, be honest. Have we ever really taken Him at His Word and
tru~ trusted that His Way is the Way, to Truth and to Life? Even today His
voice is a still, small voice amid the noise of our time. But to those who will
trust, Christ still speaks - words of counsel, words of forgiveness, words of
hope. But o~ to those who stop and listen.
I would like to believe that in
quiet, subtle and almost indiscernible ways, Christ is speaking to each of us.
CLOSING

James Stockdale survived 2700 days as a PCW in Vietnam. Few
captives in that war suffered as did he. On one occasion, he was
handcuffed behind his back, his legs were put in heavy irons and then he was
dragged from his dark prison cell to sit in an unshaded courtyard so that other

-,prisoners could see what happened to a~body who refused to cooperate.
Stockdale was a Vice Admiral, as I recall.

James

He remai~d in that position for three days. He soon felt weak for be had
not been in the sun for a long time. The guards would not let him sleep. He
was beaten repeatedly. He tells how after one beating he heard a sweet sound.
It was the sound of a towel snapping. But this snapping towel wasn't just
making a random noise. In every episode of captivity in recent American h.istory,
hostages and P~~ have been sustained by ingeniously improvised lines of
communication.
IibVietnam~~

a-:..clever "tap-code", in which the number of se@uence of taps
spelled out letters of the alphabe"» 9 became the chief means of communicating
for the prisoners. What James Stockdale heard sitting out in that prison
courtyard that hot day in the sun was a towel snapping out in prison code the
letters G B U J S. It was a me·IJsage he would never forget. 11flod Bless You
Jim Stockdale". It was that simple act of cammunication, he' 11 tell you today,
that kept him going.
Yes, in quiet, subtle and almost indiscernible ways, Christ is speaking to
each of us. "God bless you• He is saying. "God bless you ••••whatever your name
may be". You can make it. Or, He m&T be cotmSelling us to make a change in
our lives. The important thing is that we listen. Back to the text from Luke's
Gospel,
·
"This is My Son.

PRAYER

My chosen~' L:l,$ten to Him" •

Holy God, upon the mountain you revealed our Messiah.
Who by His death and His resurrection would fulfill both the
law and the prophets. By His transfiguration enlighten our path that t~
we may dare to suffer with Him in the service of humanity and so share in the
everlasting glory of Him, who lives and who reigns with You - One God, for ever.
Amen

PASTCRAL PRAYER:

.February 26 1 1995

0 GOD, OUR FATHER ••• FATHER OF ClJR SPIRITS ••• AND FATHER OF ALL MANKIND -

Fill our hearts and our minds with a
greater consciousness of Your presence
and your nearness.
IT IS NOT ALTOGETHER habit and custom that have drawn us here
this day •••• but also our own deep sense of need, and
our desire to learn more of Your will and Your way
in our lives.
0 OSD, YOU KNOW all too well the many things that are on our
minds this morning ••• the concerns that worry us, the
fears that tear at us ••• the problems that harrass us •••
the temptations that confront us •••• the go&as that
attract us.
AS WE WORSHIP YOO 1 help each or us to renew our hold on those
secret sources of strength ••• that we may depart
renewed, refreshed and filled with deep faith and
strong hope.
Touch our eyes that we may see
Open our ears that we may hear
in our hearts.
Grant us that measure of inner
that comes to those whose
fastened upon You.

You.
Your voice speaking
peace and quietness
minds are firmly

OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS reach out to include all sorts and conditions of
mankind.
Strengthen and confirm the faithful.
Visit and relieve the sick.
Restore the penitent and reclaim the lost and lonely.
Arouse the careless and the indifferent.
Comfort the lone~, the bereaved, the discouraged •

•
Where there. is faar, bring faith.
Where there is guilt, bring forgiveness.
Where there is despair, shed light and love.
FINALLY, LORD - let Your love so possess our spirits that whatever we are
called to do in word or in deed, we may do in Your strength
and Your name.
In the name and spirit of
Christ, we pray.

FIRST INTRODUCTION

The week of toil has ended. Our day of rest is at
hand. May the rest and the quiet of this hour of
worship refresh our inner life. And may it renew in all of us a sense of
God's holy and abiding Presence.
In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt.
SECGND INTRODUCTION

Remaining in Cjl prayerful spirit, let us enter now
into a time of silent meditation .. oea time in which·
wP. prepare ourselves expectant~ ••• that the Spirit of the living God may be
made real to us in this hour of worship.
In quietness, lP-t each now pray as the heart may prompt.
THIRD INTRODUCTION

Remaining in a prayerful spirit, let us enter into
a time of silent meditation as we come into the
Presence of Him whom our faith declares to be the Source of all life and
love, all peace and power, the Source of all hope and healing.
In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt.
FOURTH INTRODIICTION

Remaining in a prayerful spirit, let us enter now
into a time of silent meditation. In these moments,
let us ponder the pattern our lives have been weaving as we come into the
Presence of Him whom our Faith declares to be the Source of all life and love,
all peace and power, the Source of all hope and healing.
In

MEDITATION

sil~nce,

let each now pray as the heart may prompt.

:-le rest our hearts in the Promise of Jesus who said:
..• r.1

1 .,

'-'GoJ'Ile unto Me, all ye that .labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you nnd learn of
Me, for My yoke is easy and Ny burden is light".
'-'Ask, and it will be given you.. Seek and you will find.
. l(not'k ,·'and i t ~.ill ~ open unto you. n
11

I am the Way,, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the
Father, hut by Me. If you love Me 1 you will keep IT\Y commandments"

"for I tell you ••• do not be anxious about your life, what you
shall ~'>at ••• or orink •• nor about your body, what you shall put
on. Is not life more than food? And the body more than
raiment."
"But seek ye first His kingdom and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be yours as well."
"for I am p:rsuaded that TJeither death, nor Hfe, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor pm.rers, nor things present
t come
nor depth, nor any other creature - shall be able ~ 0 seplir~~ height,
us from tne love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, Our Lord.'-'

"And nll thtngs ••• whatsocver yo•1 shall ask in prayer,
be H~vtng ••• vou shall re~~ ive. And as many as touched
Him were made whole 1"
n:~att on the Lord.
Pe of good course and He shall
strengthen thine heart. For we dwell in the shelter of
tthe Almighty. He is our refuge and our strength."

.

"We know that in everything, God works together for good
with those who love Him!"
"But they that wait upon the Lord sh-'111 renew their strength.
They shall mount up with wings as eagles. They shall run
and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint".
"God so love the •..torld that He gave His only Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life".
"Bless the Lord, 0 rny soul, and forget not all His benefits:
who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases~.

"Thou wilt keep Him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
Thee: because he trusteth in thee".
"In the name of Jesus Christ, I share with you the Good News:
We are forgiven".
PRAYERS / LORD'S PRAYER

0 Thou, who hearest prayer, hear our prayers ••• for
others, as well as for ourselves. Tou.ch with
healing, 0 God ••• Father of us all, those whom we mention in our prayers this hour:

1.

L.

CORALIE BAIL!!
VElMA KIRCH

2

ERIC DE FREITAS

J.

DAISY·HERRICK

Pearl, mother of

6.

Bob, father

·---------

5.

Dianne Keller

7.
or Doug Me!'heters

••• beloved members gnd friends of this congregation. Comfort the bereaved and
the broken hearted among us ••• and especially be close to Greg Osgood who in recent
days h.3.s lost a loved one. Abide aMong us as a healing benediction. Heal each of
us at the point of our deepest need.
an Wlcle, Artlum
Answer .the upspoken prayers now offered to thee on the altars of our
hearts, spoken in the ~tme and soirit of Jesus, who taught us to say when we pray ••••
For we ask all of this in the powerful name and lifting spirit of Jesus who taught
us t.o say when we pray •• •
"Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy
Kingdom came. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.
Give ~s this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
.as we forgive those who trespass against us. And . lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evtl, for Thine is the
Kingdom, and the Power and t.he glery, forever. Amen"

ANTHEM:

"He That Shall Endure"

"He that shall endure to the end shall
be saved."
ANTHEM:

"0

How Amiable"

"0 how amiable are Thy dwellings: thou
Lord of hosts! My soul hath a desire and
longing to enter into the courts of the
Lord. My heart and my flesh rejoice in the
living God. Yea, the sparrow hath found
her an house, and the swallow a nest where
she may lay her young. Even Thy altars,
0 Lord, of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are they that dwell in Thy
house. They will be always praising Thee.
The glorious majesty of the Lord our God
be upon us; prosper thou handwork.
0 God, our help in ages past. Our hope
for years to come. Our shelter from the
stormy blast and our eternal home."
FOR THOSE WHO SING
New members are always welcome to audition to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are
held on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the downstairs Choir Room.
THURSDAY, MARCH 9
The Oratorio Society of New York under
the direction of Dr. Lyndon Woodside will
present Carmina Burana, by Orff and Die
erste Walpurgisnacht, by Mendelssohn at
Carnegie Hall on Thursday, March 9th, at
eight o'clock. The baritone soloist for the
concert is our own, James Bobick. Speak to
Karen Oldham for ticket information.

BAKE SALE II
It's today! The second of three bake
sales for the benefit of our All Church Picnic of June 17th will be held today as a
part of the coffee hour. We invite you to
support it with a purchase and thank you for
your contribution to the table. Our thanks,
too, to Doreen Morales who serves as our All
Church Picnic Coordinator.
VISION 2000
Our Vision 2000 Committee will hold its
annual meeting this evening at six o'clock
at the parsonage, 21 East 87th Street.
"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN"
The "Hounds of Heaven" meet on Tuesday
evening at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. New
friends as well as old ones are most welcome.
Huston Smith's book, The Religions of Man,
is currently being studied and discussed.
ASH WEDNESDAY
Lent begins this coming Wednesday, the
first day of March. Holy Communion will be
served on Ash Wednesday from 7:30 to 9:30 in
the morning and again in the evening from
4:30 to 6:30. Copies of the Sanctuary for
your daily Lenten devotional reading are
available again this morning in the narthex.
GREAT FICTION SERIES
The next meeting is Friday, March 3rd,
at 7 pm at Anna Delson's. Silence by Shusaku
Endo is the book to be reviewed.
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LAY READER

ORDER OF WORSHIP
11 A.

M.

Mendelssohn
"Andante Religiose"
ORGAN
CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN NO. 154 "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(seated)
0 Thou who hast made us for joy and not for
sorrow, forgive us that the cities we build are
so heavily marked by fear and violence. Behind
bolted doors we sit, neither seeking our neighbor's good nor finding our own. We look but do
not see. We hear but do not listen. We crowd but
do not touch. We reach but do not feel.
Forgive
us our sins, 0 God. Lengthen our reach. Broaden
our sympathies. And help us, as Jesus loved the
city of Jerusalem, to love this city that we call
home.
In His strong name we now pray. Amen.
SILENT MEDITATION- WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER

We welcome Jim Hofmockel to the lectern today. A
native of Chicago, a graduate of Purdue University with
a BA in Accounting and an MBA from the University of
Chicago, he is currently employed at Bear Stearns &
Company. Jim and his wife, Diane, joined our church in
December.
GREETERS AND USHERS
The greeters for today are Stacey Staaterman and
Jobeth Moad. The ushers are T. A. McKinney, Walter
Spencer, Joyce Williams and Sam Wilson.
AN INVITATION
Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room
following the service. Members and friends are invited
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for
us today by Marie Birillo, Jo Garcia, Miriam Kho, Ethel
Kipte, Rita Mauer and Gloria Percy.

***
PSALTER
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
GLORIA PATRI

Psalm 48

No. 782
No. 888
No. 71

***
Mendelssohn
"He That Shall Endure"
ANTHEM
Page 900
Luke 9: 28 - 36
SCRIPTURE
PASTORAL PRAYER
PARISH CONCERNS
ANTHEM
"O How Amiable"
Vaughan Williams
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY
HYMN NO. 258 "0 Wondrous Sight! 0 Vision Fair"
SERMON
"A Communication Problem"
Mr. Clarke
HYMN NO. 539 "0 Spirit of the Living God"
BENEDICTION
"Allegro"
Battishill
ORGAN

*** Interval for Ushering

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE
Sessions of Church School for children are offered
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor
in the Day School Room.
ADULT BIBLE CLASS
The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at
9:30 in Fellowship Hall. Bill Bonwitt is class leader.
ORGAN POSTLUDE
The organ postlude - a final offering of our praise
to God - is played after the Benediction. Time permitting, we invite you to share in the beauty of it.

