
"He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh." 
Psalm 2:4 

"A GOD WHO L UGHS" 

The ability to laugh is a great gift. None 
can define it adequately. But it places human 
beings above brute creation. For only in fairy 
tales does the animal laugh. Remember old nurs
ery rhyme that had to do with a little dog that 
laughed to see such fun and a "cow jumped over 
the· moon". Remember too in "Alice in .~onderland" 
there was a laughing cat that had annoying habit 
of disappearing. But that does not ~ happen in 
real life. Laughter a gift to human beings·. 

One wonders who the first kingly soul was 
who had the ability to laugh at the hurts and 
pain of life! It is a spiritual achievement to 
be able to laugh at onefs misfortunes. Capacity 
to laugh at oneself is a great thing. 

Thank God for all the la~ghter of life. To 
be able to put our ear to keyhole of life and to 
listen to unspoiled laughter of childhood. Or the 
laughter of student who has solved his problem -
and turned math. into mirth. -Then there is the 
laughter that comes with the joy of ·a spiritual 
and moral victory. 

'l'HE Hl1lv10R OF GOD Personal p ronoun refers to God. 
"L<::~.ughter of God" sounds both 
impious and irreverent. Yet, 

psalmist dares to use this startling figure of 
speech. Listen! 11 He that sitteth •••. laughn. It 
is what we call an anthropomorphism - an attempt 
to describe God, the Indescribable, in human ter
minology. The only way we can describe Him - we 
are limited in our speech. le speak of the arms 
of God, eyes of God, listening ear of God. All 
anthropomorphisms. And here is the most daring -
the concent of a God who laughs. 

~ould it shock you if I su?gest God has a 
sense of humor? Is that irreverent? 1lell that is 
the implication of the text - God has sense of 
humor. ls there any way of proving it? I might 
suggest that we consider some of God's creation. 
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·/hen God had finished the. stars and 
~·whirl of . colored suns; 

ffe turned Ris mind from big things 
, to fashion little ones. 
Beautiful tinY. things, like daisies 
he made r and then, 

. . 

He made the comical ones, in case 
~ (,;, .. -
- the minds of me·n . 

t 

Should stiffen, . &nd become 
dull, humorless .and glum; 

. ..c-illd · so ~forgetful qf their maker be 
as to take even th~selves quite s~riously. 

~ l 

Ci::iterpillars and cats are liyely and 
exci'ellent puns; · · 
.h.ll God's jokes are good, even the 
practical ones! · 
And as foP the duck - I think God t 
mus't have smiled a ·bit·~ 

r Seeing thos"e bri&ht eyes blink on 
day, ~Ie fashioned it,; , . 
And ·Be's probably iaughing still 
at the sound that came out of its bill. 

. .... 

J 
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After all, there are some funny people in world 
- leads one to believe God has sense of humor. 
~i.nd surely there are some rather funny animals, 
insects and birds. Very fond of Fre 1erick I. 
garv~v's lin s ~rit~0r in German prison camp -
a lyrical tribute to the funn'iest of God's crea
tions. WJhen God had finished the stars ••• " 
J' Remember too_ that Jesus said, "He that hath 

seen me hath seen the Father". Surely humor was 
a ch~racteristic of the ministry of, Jesus. Sure 
that ripples of laughter must have passed over 
the crowd at some of things Jesus said. Gave a 
vivid portrait of fat old Pharisee drinking soup 
- straining at a gnat and swallowing a camel. ·Ne 
can shut our eyes and see the camel going down -
long legs, big feet, hump and all. Jesus was Man 
of Sorrows and acquainted with grief - but Jesus 
was a person of gaiety, healthy laughter, subtle 
humor - a humor that bubbled up out of a deep joy 
and intimate sense of God. 

\'lholesome laughter is a tonic to the soul. 
And after all, who has more right to laughter than 
the believer in God? The worldling is dismayed 
by events; but our trust is in God- a God who in 
spite of all things can laugh. Laughter is div
ine. To be able to laugh means that events have 
not got us down - our faith is still victorious. 

The Adequacy of God Under neath the laughter of 
God there is the sense of 
adequacy. God is adequate. 

More than equal to strain of events. Prayer of a 
little girl in wartime - "0 God do take care of 
yourself; for if anything happens to you we're 
all sunk." God can take care of Himself. Therefore 
He can laugh. He is adeauate and sure of Himself. 

Psalm has to do with ultimate victory of God 
and establishment of His Kingdom. "" hy do the 
heathen rage and people imagine vain thing? Read 
the psalm. The pagans are in arms. They rage 
against God. Al is in tumult like a storm at sea 
- but the omnipotent God is unshaken. God knows 
how absurd, futile, irrational are the attempts 
of men against Him. He can laugh at them. 



well, you see, sir, it'~ like this. We waters 
them and .mows them, dnd rolls them. Then, we 
waters them and mows them, and rolls them. And 
we waters .them and mows them and rolls them for 
800 years, ·,and then they are like that!" 

. ). 
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to respect me. I'd handle the rulers who take 
counsel together against the Lord and against 
His annointed. But God laughs at our impatience. 

Tells us to find our confidence in His pur
pose and laughter. He has a purpose for our 
world and for our lives. ~ve can anchor to that. 
Back of all our tangled plans and politics, is 
the plan and purpose of a patient God. He was in 
at the start of things; He will be in at the con
clusion - if there is one. From everlasting to 
everlasting He is God. Bishop Fiske's story. 

These are days of p essimism. It is pervas
ive pessimism. Many believe another war is inev
itable. Already in it, say some. ·~re lose all 
prespective. This is our Father's world. Pillars 
that support it are .the ultimate values of truth, 
beauty and goodness. They are values that cannot 
be destroyed. ,le may crucify them - but they al
ways have a resurrection. They are God Himself -
indestructible. The framework of the universe is 
fireproof. 

That is the kind of God in whom we can put 
our trust - a God with a sense of humor; a God 
of omnipotent purpose; a God of infinite patience 
and love - a God who can laugh. 

Let the overtones of Thy laughter, 0 God, dwell 
richly in our hearts this day. AS we pass through 
deep waters of discouragement and frustration and 
pain, grant that we might have thy Presence with 
us. Until the gates open and we enter the land 
of laughter and the home of eternal joy, through 
Christ, our Lord. Amen 
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Says Spurgeon, "This word, laugh, is des
igned to convey to our minds the idea that the 
greatest confederacies among kings and people, 
are in His sight altogether insignificant and 
worthless. He looks upon their poor and puny 
efforts, not only without uneasiness and fear, 
but He laughs at their folly; He treats their 
impotency with divine derision" • 

• Je need that faith of the psalmist. Need 
to believe in a God who is forever. watching in 
all His adequacy - a God who neither slumbers 
nor sleeps. A God who has all the time He needs 
to bring all things under His control. A God 
who is on throne of authority. A God who laughs. 

\.ho can laugh because He seen so much. He 
has seen worlds made and unmade. Has seen planets 
swim into being then go out in darkness. To Him 
the nations of the earth are as a drop in bucket. 
Taketh up the isles as little thing. Has seen 
passing of empires that made world weary. He has 
seen proud cities rise from tb.e Plaln and sink 
back into oblivion. He has seen tyrants rise and 
fall - to become forgotten. In His power He can 
laugh at Ceasars, Napoleons, Hitlers, Mussolinis 
and Stalins - they are but mortal. 

In His power, adequacy and sureness of Him
self, God can laugh. Behind Him are all His in
exorable laws of sowing and reaping. This is a 
moral universe and God is its ruler. 

The Patience of God In the laughter of God we 
also discern the element of 
patience. Told it took 

2000 million years to prepare home for man upon 
the earth. Vhat patient preparation. Reminded 
of vleatherhead' s story. Tourist visiting ancient 
university city of Oxford. Said to old gardener, 
tt How do you get beautiful lawns like these?" 

The uatience of God stands out against our 
impatience. Shocked few days ago when someone 
suggested we could not really expect the United 
Nations Organization to function comnletely for 
at least 500 years. rihy doesn't God do something? 
If I were God I'd do something. I'd teach men 
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Good 'old Bis.hop Fiske went with three friends 
camping dovvn in ~.:aine. Onenoted .astronomer; 
one noted geologist. 

r:aire- ~ guide - rock-ribbed Maine· Republican. 
'Greatly perturbed lest filiiam Jennings Bryan 
be elected that fall: Terrible thought that a 
Democrat should he in ,Jhi te House. 

S~tting around fire one ' night. Discussing the 
universe. Light from nearest star on its way 
millions of years. Geologist s·poke of age of 
the rocks. Guide sat in open-mouthed wonder. 
Then gave sigh of relief and said, ·'."fell, I ~ 
guess it won't. make a powerful .lot of differ
ence who's elected this fall!" . ' . . 
Saw his problem against backdrop, of majestic 
purpose ann power and patience of God. 



I'H\YEH FOR L\lii;HTER 

Dear Lord, to preserve my sanity 
Midst chaos which threatens to swallow me 
Help me, no matter what il1 fate brings, 
To lool~ for the funny side of things~ 
Help me, above all else, lo keep 
My sense of humor when I would weep. 
Let not my fellow-men cause distress; 
Lord, make me to realize their funniness! 
Help me to find the humor in pain 
That throbs all day in my tired brain
(To keep me constantly well aware 
Of the brain's oft-doubted pre:;ence there 
Send me a hearty laugh to calm 
My quivering nerves with its magic baln 
And when Death comes. with lugubrious 1 

0 Lord, may I chuckle with mirth sere!lE 
That a dour old spook as dread as he 
Should be the means o£ releasing me~ 

MADELINE Sl 



The Spirit 10oured Out 

W HITSUNDAY is generally recognized as the day on 
which the Christian Church was founded. Of that 
event we read in the second chapter of the Acts 

of the Apostles, "And when the day of Pentecost was now 
come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 
there came from heaven a sound as of the rushing of . a 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sit
ting. And there appeared unto them tongues parting asunder, 
like as of fire; and it sat upon each one of them. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." 

In his great sermon, which followed hard upon this strange 
incident, Peter says: "This is that which was spoken of by 
the prophet Joel: And it shall be in the last days, saith God, 
I will pour forth of my Spirit upon all flesh." 

God poured out His Spirit according to promise. The con
sequences were as startling as they were prompt. Beginning 
with Peter, the apostles forthwith proceeded to proclaim the 
message of the crucified and risen Savior. 

With anxious hearts the people asked, "Men and breth
ren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you and to your chil
dren, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call." 

We may be among those who are afar o.tf. Even so we 
are among those whom the Lord our God has called. Have 
we also "gladly received His word"? Are we walking in the 
footsteps of the Christians 9f that first Pentecost who ''con
tinued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, 
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers"? 

Remember Peter's words, "Whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved!" 

A.P .H . No. 853 Litho in U.S.A. 

I Shall rlot 1Be moved 



FREMONT STREET ~LETHODIST c:·IT.!RCH 
Gloversville, New York 
Fred Clarke, Minister 

Janet Price Davis 
Minister of Music 

Lewis Cunning, Sexton 

Grace L. Gifford 
Church Secretary 

ORDER OF MORNING 'NORSHIP 

This service is being broadcast over station WENT 

OPGAN PRELUDE - "Rhosymedre" Vaughan Williams 
CJ.LL TO lt'TORSIIIP - By the minister 
RYJI.~ 24 -.,Jesus; where•er Thy people 
SUl::SUM CORDA: 

meet" 

Minister: 
People: 

Minister: 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. 

!IT£: l vern 

People: 
Minister! 

Peop1e: 
DOXOLOGY - To be 

We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 
It is meet and right so to do. 

sung by all 

* 
nESPOlJSIVE R:& .. DING - 21st Sunday - page 587 
GLORii. FJ~TRI :: APOSTLES 1 CREED 
SCRIPTURE LESSON - Romans 8:14-18, 28, 35•39 
ANTJIEM - "God So Loved the World" Stainer 
p.·.sTOru',.L PRL.YER :: LORD'S PR!-1YER 
ORGJ.N OFFERTORY - "Blessed Jesu~ At Thy Word" Bach 
OFFE?.TORY SOLO - "Ninety-First Psalm" :Ma.cDermid 
PRESENT •• TION OF TITHES l..KD OFFERINGS 
HTI-::N 119 - uSpiri t of God descend upon my heart" More

cambe 

SERMON - "A GOD VVHO L:~UGHS" 

HYMN 533 - "O God, our help in ages past" 
BE1,TEDICTION : : CHORJ~L BENEDICTION 
O!i.Gar POS TLFDE - n 0 Thou of God the Ftt thor 1' 

* Intervn l :fo r Ush ering 
-o-

st. J.nne 
Danish 

Bach 

10:30 

10:30 
ll:OO 
11:45 
6-:oo 

7:30 

Mornins Worship and sermon - nA lJOD WHO Li~UGHS". 
Bass soloist, Glenn Tanner. 
Church-time Cherub Hour for snnll childr en . 
Junior Church. 
Church School; S. w, Fearf superintendent. 
Youth Fellowship with t fr. Cla rke a s l ea de r and 
worship in charge of' Marie Gunderson. 
Union Evening Service at Emmanue l Baptist Church 
with the Rev. M:aria ppa David, Hyd erabad, India as 
the prec.cher. Everyone cordially in vi ted. 

Altar fl9wers o.re given in Jr,emory of Charles H. Richard
son by his wife. 

MON. 11:00 
7:30 

'~lED. 2:30 
6:30 

THl.JT\S • 7 : 3 0 
FRI. rr:oo 

l:OO 
3:30 

SilT. 9:30 

THROUGH THE ':1ffiEK "·.r FREMONT 

We ekday School; g r a de 10; 
Boy Scouts. Court of Honor. All parents 
invited. An inte r e sting event . 
Weekday School; grade s 4, 5 and 6. 
COVEP.ED DISH SUFFER for all church school 
officers~cachers; familie s a nd fri ends. 
Suppe r will be followed by the Quart erly 
~Iorkers Conferenc e . illl in-vited. 
Fremont Choir r ehearsa l. 
Weekday School; gra qe 9. 
Weekday School; grade s 7 and 8. 
Chapel Choir rehearsal. 
Curol Cho~r r ehea rsal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Collins wish to express their appreci
ation to all friends who helped to make their 50th Wed
ding Anniversary such a happy time v\'i th cards, flowers, 
bifts and good wi·sh es. 

Children• s DaJr will be observed a t Fremont on June 20th; 
babi e s v-rill be ba ptiz ed on this pa !"ticu1_o. r de y . 

··0-
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