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THINGS THAT SEPARATE As we ei t quietly here thi e morning, think 
about some of those things that separate peo-

ple· in rai1gion. One man says, "You keep Sunday as a day of rest; we 
keep Saturday". Another man says, "You have ~wo candles or six candles 

, on your altar; we have sixty, or we have none • One person says, You 
kneel at the rail when you receive Holy Communion; we remain in our 
seats". One person says, "You have Bishops, and you insist that 
there must be Bishops if there is to be a church; we have no Bishops, 
and will have none of them". One person says, ttyou pray directly to 
God; we ask the sainte to inter~ede for us with Go~"· One person says 
"You say that a person is baptized if a little water· is poured on 
his forehead; we say that he isn't baptize~ unless he is totally im-
mersed from head to foot in the Holy Water • · 

You could go on and on. All of you may not agree with me, but 
I'm as sure of this as I am of anything I know. Jesus is saying to 
us that these things,' important though they may be in their plae~, 
are not the things that really matter. It doesn't really matter 
whethe·r you rest on Saturday or Sunday; whether you kneel, ·sit or 
stand when you receive the Holy Communion; whether you have one candle 
or sixty candles on your altar.; whether you come forward and put your 
pledge card on the altar, or whether the ushers collect it from you 
in the paws. These are not the things that really matter. What 
matters 1e the reality, the sincer&ty of your gratitude, your desire to 
commit yourself-to the God who is the Living Spirit of the whole 
universe. This is the thing that matters, and when those other 
s~condary things d1 vide you·, but when they are the .cause of hatred, 
preiudice, and 111 will, then it seems that you are falling short of 
God s will for you as an individual. · . · 

One of the ·most disheartening things in the world today is the 
friction and tension ~reated by religion. Sever~l years ago I had 
the good fortune to spend several days in Jerusalem, and this tension 
is in such great evidence in that place - Arabs, Jews and Christiana -
representing three great religions - Mohammedanism, Judaism, and 
Christianity - all in competition, striving with one another,, insisting 
upon their· own local customs, and breeding .a kind of distrust and 
suspicion which we cannot afford to cultivate~ On a smaller scale 

. the same sad situation prevails_right her in our own country. 

....... I am not presuming to:.: suggest that there is an easy ·answer or 
\ simple solution to this problem. I am saying' that these words of 

Jesus, arising out of religious tension very similar to ours, may, if 
-l- taken seriously, lead us out of those very tene1 one and prejudices and 
· 11ft us above our local patterns· and prac·tices into the high~r realm 

of worship. And anything th~t we can do in· this lc;>cal congregation to 
lift .the level of man's sight of God and of his worship of God will be 
our part to eliminate some of the po!son in the world·. ·And so remember, 
when you are tempted to fix your attention upon relatively unimportant 
things in religion, these words: "God is a spirit. They that worship 
him must worship him in sp1r1 t and in truth 11 • Ae I see 1 t there · 
isn't any other way. ' 
PRAYER: Accept, Our Father, these thoughts of ours, 1mperfeet as they 
are, and lead us to a more perfect worshio of thy spirit. And help us 
to find in the little local things that we love so much open doors and 
windows to the wider ways of thy spirit in the universe. Deliver us 
from prejudice and 111 will that keep us apart from others.· ,,Ve ask 
this in ~he spirit of thy .Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 
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WHAT JESUS WAS SAYING It seems to me that what Jesus was attempting 
to say to this woman was something like this. 

It doesn't really make any difference where you worship God. That 
ian 't the real thing in religion. It's time that you came out of tho ee 
shallow poole of religious controversy about secondary things in 
religion and began to deal with the. primary·thinge of religion. 

It ee.ems to me that Jesus was saying that t~e real question 1n 
relig!on'ie not where a man worships, but whom he worships. He was 
saying to thi e 'woman, it doe en' t make a great deal. of d ifferance where 
you worship God - on this mountain or on that mountain - f~r God is 
everywhere. The important thing is that you worship him somewhere, 
that you worship the Father, the God who is spirit, the God who is 
present in both mountains, who is in all places, animating all lives; 
not only Jews ~d Samaritans, but Greeks and Romans, and people in all· 
parts of the earth. Is it not true that if a man worships a small 
local God, hie worship. will be small, shrinking his life to fit the 
small pattern •. If he worships the Ameri"an God, or the western God, 
or the Russian God, or th~ Eastern God, his religion is bound to breed 
hatred and misunderstanding, as it did in those days when Jesus was 
alive in Palestine. · 

If he worship the Fathe~, the Spirit, his religion will undercut 
the barriers and will help him to pass over into the lives of other 
neoPle so that instead of hie religious life separating him from other 
people, it will draw him closer to·them·. One mountain or another will 
make no d'ifferanee; one church building or another. This is not what 
really matters for God is everywhere. This is one o~ the things that 
Jesus is. saying to us: Detach yourself from the little lo"al pattern 
of worship and reach for the great thing, the sp irlt of· the li v1ng God 
who is the Father of us ·all. 

Jesus is saying to us that the real que·stion is not how a man 
conducts his'worship, but how he himself approaches that worship. 
The conduct of it certainly cannot be careless, and it is not unimPor
tant. You know how I and the other members of this church staff care
fully plan and arrange these services of worship •. 'We try to keep 
them down.to· sixty minutes. We want the. temperature in here to be be
low seventy de·grees. We want the lighting to be conducive to a worshiP
ful atmosphere. We want the music to be as beautiful and as uplifting 
as possible. We want the ushering to be precise,·the ushers to be 
cordial, and physica·lly attractive. We want the flowers to be fresh. 
We want the' Communion linen to be spotless. We want the worshippers 
to be comfortable in the pews. We say'· "Yes, it' e what' e up· ft'ont that 
counts". And yet, all the time I have to keep reminding myself that 
while it is important that the conduct of our services be carefully 
planned and effec-tively executed, the real thing is the way we con
duct ourselves. And ~nless the conduct of the worship is reflected in 
the conduct of the worshippers, it will have little value or meah1.ng. 

It's so easy for a person to become preocc-upied with the way in 
which he conducts his worship that he forgets the larger matters of 
his own conduct, and even forgets the nature and character of the God 
whom he worships. We see it all the time. And Jesus, once again 
is drawing· our attention to the things that are of primary importance 
as he did when he 11t:ted the two great c-ommandments out of all of the' 
others and made them the Law. · 



A GREAT IlEA ABOUT GOD 

TEXT: 11 G6d' is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must 
.worship Him in spirit and in truth" (John 4:24) 

INTRODUCTION Jesus was on his way from Jerusalem to Galilee. 
In order for him to get there, he had to go either 

through Samaria or around ·it. It was shorter to go through Samaria, 
but it was safer to go around it, and some of you know why~ The 
Jews and the Samaritans were not on f:r;oiendly terms. There was a 
deep seated 'cleavage between these two peoples, both Semitic 1n 
origin, both going back to Moses in their religion.' Nevertheles·s, 
there was a real' rift between the two and they virtually hated 
each other~ The Samaritans accepted the first five books of the 
Bible and rejected all the rest, arid after the exile, on Mt. Gerizim, 
ther. built a rival temple to the one in Jerusalem, and believed and 
claimed that this was the only place where a man coulo legitimately 
worship God. 

' In snite of this unfriendly situation, Jesus and his friends, 
on this occasion at least, chose to go through· Samaria and not a
round it. They came to the little village of Sychar. There was a 
well in the town. It was noon. It was hot. Jesus was tired, and 
so he eat down by the well to rest. Hie friends went off to the 
town to get some food. While he eat there, a. woman came to the well 
to draw water. Jesus instinctively fell into conversation with. her. 
First he asked' her to give him a drink, and she was shocked because 
Jews didn't ordinarily have any dealings at all with Samaritans, 
and .she reo ognized him to be a Jew by his accent. Besides that 
neither crewe nor S13maritans greeted or had any dealings whateve~ 
with a woman in public. Not even a man with his own wife. No 
wonder then that she was surprised. . 

Their talk then went on-to deeper things, as it always did 
with Jesus, from relatively superficrial things, like a drink of 
water, to more profound things, like the living water whi,ch is the 
fouritaiil': or all life. One thing led to another and He began to 
go deeper and deeper into the woman's life. When the conversation 
began to get too personal, and Jesus began to talk to her about 
her own personal dom~stia· life and marriage, the woman brought up 
the old controversy between the Jews and the Samaritans. This is 
so easy to do, isn't it. To avoid something that goes right to the 
heart of your own situation and which is d1fficul t for you to fa~e, 

\ to avo'd that by skirting off in another qirection, and bringing 
up a ~religious controversy to which there seems to be no answer at 
all. In this c-ase, ft was the old question, which is tpe right 
place to worship - on the mountain in Jerusalem, Mt. Zion or, as 
her fathers had told her, on Mt. Gerizim? 

The answer that Jesus gave 1e familiar to most of you. His 
words (part of them) were sung a few. moments ago by the choir. "The 
time is coming" he said, "When ya ·shall neither on this m0untain,:
nor yet ·at Jerusalem worship the Father. The hour cometh ,tl,nd now 
is when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth; for the Father seeketh suah to worship him. God 1s 
a spirit, and they that worship him must worship him in snirit 
and in truth." 
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ORGAN 

THE FIFI'H SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
May 7, 1961 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
U A.M. 

11Fantaisie in E major" 
"Choral in A minor" 

CALL TO WJRSHIP 
HYMN No. 1 11Holy, Holy, Holy" 
APOSTlES' CREED 
GLORIA PATRI 

{HHt 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dubois 
Dubois 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM "God Is A Spiritu :: McCormick 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS WITH DOXOLOGY 

{H(-it 

SE.'RMON 
PRAYEH 

II A GREAT IDEA ABOUT GOD II Rev. Mr. Clarke 
Choral Amen 

HYNN No, 416 "Blest be the tie that binds" 
THE HOLY COMMUNION RITUAL 

The Invitation (Standing) 
The General Confession (Seated) 
Prayer and Comforting Words 
The Sursum Corda and the Sanctus 
Prayers of Consecration and Humble Access 
The Agnus Dei (By the choir) 
The Partaking of the Elements 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Gloria in Excelsis 

HYMN No. 358 "Rejoice, ye pure in heart" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Grand Chorus in G. major" 

il-ll* Interval for ushering 

Choral Response 
Jongen 

It is the custom of this Church to observe the Sacra
ment of Holy Communion on the first Sunday of each month. 
The table of the tord is open to all who are sincerely 
trying to grow in their understanding of the v-7ill of God 
and the ways of the Christian life. We invite all of our 
worshippers to receive the Sacrament, and trust that the 
time for all may be an occasion of spiritual consecration. 

THIS WEEK AT PARK AVENUE MZTHOr.IST Cr~CH 

TODAY, MAY 7 
9:30 A. M. Church School. Classes for all ages. 

11:00 A. M. Divine Worship. Holy Communion. 
3:;; P.M. Ordination Service. New York Annual Con

ference. Christ Church, Park and 60th Street. 
7:30 P. M. Commission on Christian Social Concerns. 

MONDAY, MAY 8 
8:00 P. M. Woman's Society of Christian Service. 3rd 

Floor • Program 110ur Threefold Pledge". Leader: 
Mrs. Philip Clarke. Hostesses: Mrs. Brookson, 
Mrs. Forrest and Miss Linah. 

TUESDAY, NAY 9 
6:30 P. M. Fisherman's Club. Fellowship Hall. 

WEDNESDAY, MruY 10 
5:30P. M. Fellowship Group. Mr.Clarke, leader. 
7:00 P. M. Choir rehearsal. 

THURSDAY, MAY 11 
2:00 P. M. WSCS Daytime Service Group, 
6:15 P. 11. Fellowship Group. Dr. Metzner, leader. 

OTHER NOTICES 

Cofft:te is served in Fellowship Hall immediately fol
lowing the service. Hostesses today are Misses Hosmer, 
Darby, Greenwald, Jensen and Mrs. Harriet Schmitt. 

Ushers are Messrs. Bowater, Paech, Tower, Marget and 
Montaneli. The Nursery Care is under the care of Mrs. 
McKenney (Infants), Mrs. Altoonian, Miss Grether and Mrs. 
Snart. The flowers ·on the altar are in loving memory of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Younkin given by their daughter, Miss 
Theresa Younkin. 

Tickets are on sale today for the FELLOWSHIP SUPPER 
(~ponsored by the Commission on Missions) to be held nett 
Sund~ evening at 6:30. We suggest you secure yours today~ 

Pledge cards are still being turned in to the church 
office. If you have not yet received your box of weekly 
offering envelopes, speak to Miss Hedman this morning. 


