
"A MESSAGE FOR lillVENT" 

e Today is .l!'irst Sunday in dvent. These 
four Sundays immediately prior to Christmas 
Day comprise the Advent Season and are in
tended as spiritual preparation for Christ
mas. Might I suggest, that an emphasis on 
the richness of the meaning of the coming 
of Christ into the world, is far more import 
ant than Christmas shopping could ever be -
"For into the world a little child brought 
light; and never in the darkest place can 
it be utter night". It is my hope that this 
sermon shall be a part of the process of 
preparation for Christmas. An Advent Message 

Let me begin by talking of fairies. By 
strange association of ideas, Christmas and 
children and fairies are linked together in 

.. my mind. Of course, Christmas is the time 

.., for fairy acts of kindness - and also time 
for f airy stories. Some modern parents have 
dispensed with such stories. What a shame 
to have grown so wise and sophisticated that 
no longer do they see "cloud- capped towers 
and gorgeous palaces". "Mere imagination!" 
Ah! imagination is never "mere''; it is as 
real as faith. 

Our fdVorite fairy story, of course was 
"Cinderella". How e loved that story. How 
our sympathy went out to poor, abused, Cin
derella. How we wished some dire accident 
might overtake her cruel step-sisters. This 
old fairy tale has survived because the Cin
derella motif is the motif of life itself. 
How often we have dreamed of some sudden dnd 

~ surprising transformation that would change 
.., the drab fireside of the present into golden 

glamor and sparkling future. 
She had her dreams - and they came true. 

Quest i on that bothers me is this, ~hy did 
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The Dream of In this advent Season we are 
a Nation rem~nded of another dream -

a great dream; the dream of 
a nation - Israel. Dreamed 

of a coming redeemer; a Saviour who would 
save Israel and the world from suffering 
and sin. That dream was expressed in words 
of prophet- "His Name shall be called ••• " 

What a dream. In every generatio.n men 
scanned the horizon to discern His coming. 
Was said that every maiden· in Judea had a 
dignity not shared by women of other races 
- a dignity resting on a hope - a hope that 
she, by the grace of God might become the 
Mother of the Promised One, the Messiah. 
And out of that dream, dreamed by a nation 
for centuries, there came at last the ful
filment in the person of Jesus Christ, born 
in a manger at Bethlehem. 

Paul declares that Jesus came "in the 
fulness of time". That is, when time ripe. 
Paul intimates that the Redeemer might not 
haye come had not the nation cherished that 
dream for hundreds of years. Multitudes of 
people, the ordinary people had dreamed and 
prepared for that Advent. He came as the 
glorious fulfilment of Israel's hopes and 
dreams. Their dream found them - forever 
will it be remembered Jesus came of Israel's 
race. Was a chosen race; also a choice race 

In His turn Jesus had a dream. Audac
ious dream - died on a cross for it. Jesus 
dreamed of a kingdom - a kingdom of peace, 
love, goodwill. Called it "Kingdom of God". 
That dream is not fulfilled as yet. Others' 
have caught the dream but it is as yet un
realised. 

Like Cinderella, we sit amid ashes of 
hd red, misunderst dnding, self ishness. Or, 
like the Prodigal Son we sit amid husks of 
disappointment, disillusionment and sins. 



But let us thank God for the dream - of a 
coming kingdom of love and peace. Let us 
thank God for the possibility of a Second 
Advent, when Jesus in all His beauty and 
meaning shall enter the heart of our world 
and the hearts of all His children. 

Let us cherish the dream. Let us re
member this is our Father's world. Let us 
be true to the upward swing of that dream. 
Let us in our community, in our home, and 
wherever we are, hold on to that dream and 
work fpr its fulfilment, until "The kingdoms 
of this world become the Kingdom of our God 
and of His Christ, and He shall reign for 
ever and ever. King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords". 

Stir us! Oh stir us, Lord; 
Help us to see the glorious triumph 

day about to break! 
That dawn already gilds the eastern sky. 

Oh stir us, Lord, as heralds pf that day • 
. For night is past- our King is on His 

way! 



-2-

her dream come true~? "Where is the gospel 
in all this?" someone complains. Please be 
patient a little longer. Believe me there 
is more here than first meets the eye. Let 
me try and suggest an answer to the quest-

. ion as why the dream came true. 

Why the Dream In first place; because 
Came True vinderella a~d a right to 

dream - that right lay in 
the fact she was in her father's house. She 
was her father's daughter - she belonged. 
She was not a usurper like her step-sisters. 
They did not belong. Was in father's house. 

Secondly , Cinderella held on to dream. 
~ould not give it up. Vlarmed it and cherish 
ed it before the fireplace - was her dream. 

Cinderella fulfilled certain conditions 
Fairy godmother's injunction was that she 
might stay until midnight - as long as the 
hands of the clock moved upward all was well 
Vben dreams turn downward toward selfishness 
and pride, then beautiful garments turn to 
rags. Cinderella almost came to grief here 
- so engrossed with events; midnight hour 
began to strike and she had to leave in a 
hurry - leaving crystal slipper on ·stairs. 

Story ends with long search of prince 
for charming partner. Command issued to 
try slipper on foot of every girl in kingdom 
Step - sisters 'willing to have toes cut off 
to make slipper fit. But the dream belongs 
to Cinderella- the dream searohes ·her out 
and discovers her - she has dreamed aright; 
the slipper fits her foot perfectly. 

A Prodital Dreams I believe Jesus would 
have loved to tell such 
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a story. In fact, He did tell a story al
most identical with Cinderella. Probably it 
was His greatest story. Was a C.inderella 
story although its main character was boy. 
Will find it in Luke 15 - starts· out 1 ike · 
this; "A certain man had two sons •.• "You 
know the story! 

At last we see the prodigal sitting in 
front of fire. Night cold. Hungry. And 
he dreams - of home and father. Dreams of 
finding love and reconciliation. Notice the 
boy never forgot he was the son of his fath
er. nwhen he came to himself" - that is, 
when he realised who he was. "What am I 
doing here - no place for me. I belong back 
home. "I will arise and go to my fathern. 
He warms his dream by the fire then sets 
out for the father's house and home. 

He fulfils the conditions. As he walks 
along the road that leads home he is sorely 
tempted to make excuses - tempted to ration
alise. Tempted to let the midnight of sel
fishness and pride enter; tempted to change 
his story. But he remains true to upward 
swing of his dream - remains penitent and 
humble. And long before the midnight hour 
strikes he arrives at father's house. 

Then comes the climax. The dream finds 
the dreamer. Above t h e penitent voice of 
the prodigal, above the critical voice of 
elder brother, above the sound of music and 
rejoicing, can be heard the ringing voice of 
the father- "Bring forth the best robe •• " 

Placed shoes on liis feet - not crystal 
slipper but eastern sandals. And they fit
ted him. Probably fitted none else. Fitted 
him because they belonged to him. During 
long months and perhaps years, father kept 
the sandals ready for boy's return. Dream 
discovered him - sandals were a perfect fit. 
They belonged to him; he belonged to them. 



g~ /t.-1 «¥ tl'c..../ A./ A../~ f- ~ ~nc-i . r~~4'1 :fe1:.¢~~ ~et t. 4-r!J~. 
The people that walketh in darkness 
have seen a great' light; they that e 
dwell in the land of the shadow of 
death, upon the~ hath the light 
shined. · 

For unto us a child is bor.n, unto 
us a son is given; and the govern
ment shall be upon his shoulders. 

Alld his name shall be called Wonder
ful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The 
Everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of His gov
ernment and peace there shall be no 
end. 



Light 

T HE world is groping for light. Mankind has lost its 
-~ay: · It ' pr~sses a button here and a button there, but 

. . . .no dependable light is turned on. Philosophy, psy
chology, science, education-all seem to flash a spark of 
light. But each and all of them are unable to le<\d the world 
out of the prevailing darkness of uncertainty, fear, hatred, 
selfishness. Every source of human light has proved inade
quate. That statement has been true all the way down the 
line of human history. It is true today. 

The light that the world needs, and the only light which 
!=an put mankind on the road to better days is He who could 
say: "I am the light of the world; he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." To 
Him we pray: 

Lead, kindly Light, amid th' encircling gloom, 
Lead Thou me on! 
The night is dark, and I am far from home, 
Lead Thou me on! 
Keep Thou my feet! I do not ask to see 
The distant scene; one step enough for me. 

I was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thou 
Shoulds't lead me on; 
I loved to choose and sec my path, but now 
Lead Thou me on! 
I loved the garish day; and spite of fears, 
Pride ruled my will; remember not past years. 

So long Thy power has blest me, sure it still 
Will lead me on 
O'er moor and fen, o'er crag and torrent, till 
The night is gone; 
And with the morn those angel faces smile, 
Which I have loved long since, and lost awhi le. 

Meantime along the narrow rugged path, 
Thyself hast trod, 
Lead, Savior, lead me home in childlike faith, 
Home to my God, 
To rest forever after earthly strife 
In the calm light of everlasting life. 

A .P.H . No. 71 15. l itho in U.S.A . 

Light of the 'Wo11-lcl 
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ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP - FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
This service is being broadcast over Station vVENT 

ORGAN PRELUDE - "Sixth Organ Sonata" Mendelssohn 
CALL TO WORSHIP - By the Minister 
HYMN 20 - "We gs. ther together" Kremser 
SURSUM CORDA: 

Minister: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Minister: 0 Lord, open thou our eyes; 
People: Tha t we may beho ld wondrous things. 

Minister: 0 Lord, open thou our lips~ 
People : And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

DOXOLOGY - To be sung by e ll 
* RESPONS IVE READING - 48th Sunday - Page 616 
GLORIA P.h.TRI :: APOSTLES' CREED 
SCRIPTURE LESSON - Isa iah 40 
JJ\fTHEM - "With a Voic e of Singing" Shaw 
P..'.STOR.h.L PRI.YER : : LORD 1 S PRAYER 

berger 
ORGAN OFFERTORY - "Lord J esus Wa lking on the Sea" We in
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
HYMN 111 - "Fa irest Lord Jesus" Crusader's Hymn 

SERMON - "N.ESSAGE FOR ADVENT" 

HYMN 119 - "Brightest and best" 
BE1TEDICTION - By the Minister 
CHORAL BENEDICTIO:l\~ 

ORGJJJ POSTLUDE - "0 Thou of God 
-c-

Morning Star 

Lutkin 
the Fa thcr" Bach 

Enter in Silence - Wait in Rever enc e - Unite in Worship 

10:30 
10:30 
11:00 
11:45 
3:00 
1)'";()() 

7:30 

7:45 

NOVEMBER 30, 1947 - CALill~DAR FOR TOD~Y 

Morning Worship and sermon - "Message for Advent'1 • 

Church-time Cterub .four fo1 sma:ll children. 
Junior Church .with . .!iss Fnnce. 
Church School with olasses for all ages. 
"Messiah" rehearsal for the Fremont Choir. 
Methodist Youth Fellowship. Discussion on "How 
to Criticize". Worship leader, Beverly Tyler. 
Union Evening Servioe at Trinity Episcopal Church 
with the Rev. Fred s. Decker, former pastor of 
First Methodist Church as the preacher. 
Hometime Hour under the auspices of the Couples' 
Club at the home of Marion and Dale Downer, 23 
Fourth Avenue. All young adults are invited~ 

Altar flowers a re given by Mrs. We sley Jones in memory 
of husband and daughter, J •3ssie; and by :Mrs. John Hager 
in memory of husband and daughter, Mary. 

MON . 

TUES. 

WED. 

FRI. 

11:00 
7:30 

"'S""i'W' 

2:30 
7:30 
8:3'0 

l'T':'OO 
1:00 
"3:00' 

THROUGH THE WEEK AT FREMOHT 

Weekday School; gr a de 10. 
Boy Scouts will meet at the church. 
Woman•s Societv of Christian Service spec
ial Christmas program "Unto Us a Child is 
Born". Please bring birthday envGlopcs. 
Weekday School; 6rades 4, 5 and 6. 
Mid-week Service with the minister leading. 
Important Board of Education meeting. 
Weekday School; grade 9. 
Weekday School; grades 7 and s. 
Grand Opening of "CHRISTMAS B~Z.h.AR 11 under 
auspices of the W.s.c.s •• Buy your Christ-
mas gifts at this time. 

o :vv .-..,,_._.r.... B ... ~KEB :r..J.~ Dli;IJER - Tickets $1.50. 
Serving until 7:00. 

CHOIR RErll!..4:,.l(S •• .LA5: High School Choir, Tuesday, 7:00; 
Fremout; choir, Thursday, 7:30; Chape l Choir, Friday, 3:30 .. 
Carol Choir, Saturday, 9:~1. 
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