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"A PENTECOSTAL CHURCH" 

INTRODUCTION George Eastman, the talented inventor and founder of the 
Eastman-Kodak Company, often said that he never set out to 

become rich. Apparently he lost his father while he ~ras still young and grew 
up watching his mother scrape along financially to provide the bare essentials 
for himself and his two sisters. And the memories of his mother mopping floors 
and washing clothes for other people haunted George like a bad dream throughout 
his life. 

Consequently, he vowed to make enough money so that his mother would never 
have to work again. Actually, he made millions and he revolutionized photograph¥, 
but his real goal was a comfortable living for his mother. 

Today is l'fother 1 s Day. This is the day when we honor our mothers. Mothers ••• 
we are grateful for you. There is no one in our lives quite like you. We are 
glad for this opportu~ity to express our appreciation to you. Happy Mother's Day. 

It is also Pentecost - the "birthday" of the Church. And preachers face a 
bit of dilemma on a Sunday like this. How do you celebrate Mother's Day and 
Pentecost on the same Sunday. Pentecost is such an important event that I feel 
it must take precedence. Hence, the title of this sermon, "A Pentecostal Church". 

DEVELOPMENT Back in the days of the great California gold rush some 
prospectors discovered a very rich mine. To each other, they 

said, "lrJe 've got it made!' As long as we don't tell anybody else before -vre 
sta.ke our claims". And they made a vow of secrecy. 

But they had to go into town for provisions and tools. And when they left 
the town, a great many people follo-vred them. Why? Because their secret was 
written all over their faces. It was impossible for them to hide what they had 
found. 

I read somewhere recently that a gifted speaker was asked ;,rhat v,ras his most 
difficult speaking assignment. He said it was an address that he gave to the 
National Conference of Undertakers entitled, "How To Look Sad At A Ten-Thousand 
Dollar Funeral" • 

THE POINT OF THIS IS The point of this is that it was impossible for the 
disciples to mask their joy on that first Pentecost. 

They were so happy and so boisterous that some passers by accused them of being 
intoxicated. Imagine people walking by our Church and seeing us so excited 
that they think we are drunk. The image is mind-boggling. 

One of America's favorite and most thoughtful humorists is Erma Bombeck. 
In one of her columns she told about the little boy who was sitting in front of 
her in church. He was just as quiet as could be and certainly wasn't bothering 
anyone, but every once in a while he would turn around and smile happily at 
everyone behind him. He did this several times to the pleasure of everyone who 
could see him. Suddenly his mother jerked him around and told him in a loud 
whisper to stop grinning - he was in church! Then when tears came to the little 
boy's eyes, his mother said, "No;,r ••• that's better." I doubt that anyone would 
mistake that's mother's demeanor for drunkenness. Hovr sad~ 
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Many of us long to see the modern church infused with the same joy, the 
same love, the same energizing power that characterized the church on the day 
of that first Pentecost. That's only natural. However, I think we need to under
stand that the first Pentecost was ar.unique event in human history. The descent 
of the Spirit on the Church on that sacred day· long ago was an act of God, not of 
man. It was not something that was conjured up by the disciples. Because it was 
an act of God, we need to see some of the very important implications. Let me 
touch on three of them as part of this sermon. 

THE CHURCH IS THE CREATION OF GOD First of all, Pentecost serves to remind 
us that the Church is the creation of 

God. He are unlike any other institution in that respect. Beginning with 
Christ's selection of the twelve disciples and continuing through His crucifixion, 
His resurrection, His ascension and climaxing on the Day of Pentecost, the Church 
was born 11 in the mind of God" long before anyone was ever baptized or the first 
Lord's Supper was ever celebrated. 

Note the scene at the Church's birth. The disciples were gathered all 
together in one place. (Acts 2, verse 1). But, this was no constitutional con
vention. No one turned to Simon Peter and said, "Peter, will you call the meeting 
to order. And after Matt has given us the opening invocation, we'll ask Tom to 
take attendance and record any motions made ••• then we'll get on with the business 
of starting this new organization called the church". Nothing like that took 
place. The Scriptures tell us simply that as they were gathered in one place, 

"Suddenly a sound came from heaven like a mighty wind, and 
it filled all the house v.rhere they were sitting. And there 
appeared to them tongues of fire, distributed and resting 
on each of them. And they were all~filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance." 

This is how the Church was born not from below, but from above. And this is a 
most encouraging truth to me. 

A Pennsylvania denominational executive tells of his family's stay in a 
dilapidated hotel one Summer while on vacation. Apparently they had made their 
hotel reservations long in advance and sight unseen. Upon awaking the morning 
after their arrival, they kept hearing a dull but steady thud of a wrecking ball 
working very close to them. These "thuds" kept getting closer and closer. And 
suddently, they realized that the huge wrecking ball was hitting the very 
building in which they were housed. They went out into the hall and looked out 
the window. Their hotel was slowly being torn down around them. 

There are many churches and denominations that must feel like they are 
being housed in that hotel and that the wrecking bal1Jr, is already at work. One 
major denomination I heard about recently is losing the equivalent of an 800 
member church every day from its membership rolls. That's scary- unless you 
believe that the Church is of God. Individual local churches may lose their 
way. Even great denominations made fade into history, but the Church of Jesus 
Christ cannot fail. ~fuy? Because it is not a human institution but a Divine 
intervention. It is of God and 11ri 11 be preserved to the end of time. If the 
Church of our generation fans, God will raise up a new and bolder Church to 
take its place. First, remember that the Church is the creation of God. 
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THE CHURCH IS TO COMMUNICATE TO THE \r/ORLD THE LOVE OF GOD Second, Pentecost 
reminds us that 

the Church exists for one primary purpose - to communicate to the world the love 
of God revealed to us in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

Notice the manifestation of tongues. First, we have "tongues of fire •••• 
distributed and resting on each of them". Then they began to "speak in other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance". But wait, this isn't speaking in 
tongues in the usual sense. There were no interpreters present. None v1as 
needed. Indeed, in spite of the fact that there were persons present from 
many different nations, each of them heard the disciples in their own language. 

What an amazing miracle of communicationl How many times problems between 
groups of people have been aggravated by a breakdown in communication. 

NEWSWEEK magazine recently cited a humorous historical footnote that reveals 
how easily communication can be garbled. Some of you can remember that moving 
speech that President John F. Kennedy gave at the Berlin Wall in 1963 which he 
ended by saying, "Ich bin ein Berliner". Literally that translates to "I am a 
Berliner", but according to Newsweek, in the German vernacular it really 
translates as "I am a jelly doughnut". 

Remember how Pau 1 warned us against speaking in tongues without an inter
preter present. The purpose of the Church is to communicate. V.Je are God's 
Word in the world today. ~~y? Because we are Christ's body and He is the 
Eternal Word. We are called to communicate the Good News of God's love revealed 
in Christ through 1-rord and deed. 

A STORY There's a story about an English gentleman named Alfie. Alfie 
could do nothing right. He bungled everything he ever touched. One 

day in a moment of deep despair and desperation, he tried to take his own life. 
He failed at that, too. While he -vms in the hospital, a friend came to visit. 
The friend asked, "Alfie~ why did you do it?" And Alfie responded, 

- -
"Because there is no good net~s anywhere. There just can't 
be any good news anywhere. Because, if there was, surely 
someone would have come running to me to share it with me" 

Heaven help us. The world is filled with Alfies ••• just waiting for someone to 
bring good news in.to their lives. And, friends, you and I are charged with that 
responsibility. He communica.te this love in many r:mys. Trle know this. 

ONE \rJAY OF DODD THIS Those of you who a.re sport fans have undoubtedly 
noticed those big "scripture signs" at significant 

sporting events: the Super Bowl, Monday Night Football and Baseball, the big 
golf tournaments, the Olympics, the Indy 500, and others. In bold letters we 
read "JOHN 3:16" or ''II Corinthians 5:17" (look it up, I had:to), or "ROMAN 5:8". 
They pop up on bed sheets hanging from the upper decks, behind home plate, 
over golfers' heads as they putt and even on posters beside the runway at the 
Miss America pageant. 

Who's responsible for the signs? Those signs are the work of a man named 
Rockin' Hollen Stewart; his wife, Margaret, and a friend, William King. 
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Let me tell you about them. They have a modest life-style i.n a Toyota 
van, driving 55,000 miles per year and speaking to any religious group that will 
invite them. They receive love offerings in order to bu.v tickets from scalpers. 
Then with a hand-held television, they try to get in line vrith the right camera 
angle. Rollen said in a recent People magazine, 

"We are evangelists who want to get every one to read the 
Book and we reach millions ••• 11 

Rollen Stevrart knew a time in his life vrhen he was addicted to alcohol and 
drugs. They had him "by the throat" choking the life and the joy out of him. 
His life fell apart. One Sunday morning he was watching a church worship ser
vice on TV. 

"I saw immediately hmr I could take the '\rlord of God to 
the world. I fell to my knees and allowed Jesus to 
take control of my life" 

And ever since then he has been spreading the Gospel, free of commercial cost, 
through every TV camera he can and besides, he gets to a lot of good sports 
events. Now Rockin 1 Rollen' s method r1f communicating the Good News is not the 
same as mine or yours, but you ha~ to admire his determination. I lift up a 
question before you. How are you spreading the Good News? Are you? 

ULTIMATE GOAL: CREATION OF A NEW CO}~NITY First, the Church is God's 
creation. Second, our pur

pose is communicate the Good News of God's love in Christ Jesus. And third, 
the ultimate goal, hmrever of all of this, is the creation of a new community. 

I cite two pieces of evidence. First of all, as we've already noted, 
peoples from many different nations were present on this occasion and each 
heard the Gospel in his O\om tongue. The Good News is not restricted to a 
particular nation or a particular race or a particular class. The Gospel cuts 
across every dividing line in society. 

And secondly, notice at the end of this Second Chapter the description 
of the early church following the experience of Pentecost. This is in Acts 2, 
verses 44- 47. 

"And all who believed l·mre together and had all things in 
common; and they sold their possessions and goods and dis
tributed them to all, as any had need. And day by day, 
attending the Temple together and breaking bread in their 
homes, they partook of food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number day by day those 1.;ho were being 
sa:ved." 

The Christian faith is a communal faith. Said Jesus, "Wherever two or three 
are gathered together in My name, there I am also". The Methodist Church is a 
connectional church. The purpose of the Pentecost was not simply the saving of 
individual souls, but the creation of a new community. That community was and 
is the Church and the strength of the Church is lovet 



,.----------------------------------

- s -

AN EXAMPLE During the Italian occupation of Ethiopia in the days of 
Mussolini, Christian believers suffered considerable per

secution. In his book, Fire On the Mountain, Raymond David tells of the love 
demonstrated by believers for each other during this period of affliction, 
which in turn made a major impression on unbelievers. For example, no 
provision was made to feed the prisoners in jail by the invading army. This 
was the responsibility of relatives and of friends. Christians in the prisons 
had no problem, thourh. They were well cared for by friends and family. In 
fact, so much food was brought them by fellow believers and church groups that 
enough remained to feed the unbelieving prisoners also. 

This observable love - vibrant though non-verbal, brought many to seek the 
Lord. Such love was previously unheard of. And as a result the word spread 
far and wide. Non-believers sought out believers to learn more about this 
Christian faith. And when prisoners who had come to know of Christ while in 
jail were released, they went back home and started attending the nearest church. 

CLOSING It is only right, then, that we should pray that we might be a 
Pentecostal Church, if we understand what that means. The Church 

at Pentecost was the creation of God - not man. The Church at Pentecost was a 
Church that communicated the Good News of Jesus Christ to all people. And 
the Church at Pentecost was a community of great faith, a center of hope and of 
healing, of real life and great love. 

I don't particularly want people walking by our Church this morning to 
think as you and I walk out of here that we're intoxicated, but I would like 
for them to see a bit of joy on our faces. I would like for them to see how 
much we love and care for one another. I would like them to know that there is 
Good News in this world of ours - and that it's the Good News of God 1 s great 
gift to all mankind of Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER We thank You, 0 God, for the Church that has met in various places 
down through the ages, sometimes in great cathedrals and sometimes 

in catacombs and sometimes in the fields. 

Help us to recover in our own lives the thing that truly makes the Church 
its real self, and then send us out to carry th;'t spirit of the living Christ 
into our homes, our offices, our schools •••• wherever we may wor~ ••• wherever we 
may walk. We ask this in the spirit of Jesus, whose spirit came to us on 
Pentecost. Amen. 
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ANTHEM: "Blessed Are They" 

"Blessed are they that alway keep 
judgement and do righteousness. They are 
blessed. They are alway blessed." 

ANTHEM: "Wash Me Throughly" 

"Wash me throughly from my wickedness, 
and forgive me all my sin. For I acknowl
edge my faults and my sin is ever before me." 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are 
held on Wednesday evening at 6:15 pm in 
the downstairs Choir Room. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick·up your copy of the 
May issue of our monthly news sheet, "A 
Word in Edgeways". Copies are by the door 
in the narthex. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Finance Committee meets on Thursday 
eveninq at 7:30 om in the Russell Room. 

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN" 

The "Hounds of Heaven" meet on Tuesday 
evening at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall. Corne 
and share in' the study of Dieterich Bon
hoeffer's book, The Cost of Discipleship. 
George Leopold is class leader. New friends 
are always most welcome. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

The Education Committee will meet on 
Tuesday evening at 7: 30 prn to make final_ 
plans for next Sunday's Children's Day. 

ALDERSGATE CLASS 

The Aldersgate Class meets on Wednesday 
evening for Bible study in Fellowship Hall. 
The class meets at 7:30. Carl Condra is 
class leader and all are welcome. 

"YOU GOTTA HAVE PARK" 

Volunteers are needed for the May 20th 
"You Gotta Have Park" outing. Sign up down
stairs and be in touch with Ken Borgeson~ if 

-.·>-~.-

you can lend a hand. 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP 

Save the date of Saturday, June 3rd, 
for a "Clambake on Tar Beach". See Cary 
Danford or Ken Borgeson at the coffee hour 
this morning. There's a sign up sheet 
downstairs. Everyone's included- children 
and adults. We'll have hot doos. too. 



THE ORDER OF ST. GEORGE 

What's it all about? The primary pur
pose of the "Order of St. George" is to en
courage our Sunday School children to 
memorize the Bible. 

In Biblical terms, the Order of St. 
George can help students learn how to put on 
the "whole armor of ·God" and become true 
"saints of God." 

We are told to prepare for battle - not 
with worldly means, but with spiritual 
"armor" and "weapons" - such as righteousness, 
salvation, prayer, and the word of God. 

These powerful tools that are essential 
for spiritual growth have been extolled 
through the ages in story, testimony, and song. 

On Sunday, May 21st during the Church 
service, those children having successfully 
memorized the beginning levels of the pro
gram will be receiving their badges. 

Adult volunteers are needed to continue 
this valuable program which is new this year 
to our Church. 

Incidently, the "Order of St. George" 
program was developed and is being national
ly distributed by our own Fafa Demasio. 

NEXT SUNDAY / CHILDREN'S DAY 

The children will be "in church" next 
Sunday for the presentation of Bibles and 
to receive the "Order of St. George" badge 
award. They will also sing "Sweet Hour of 
Prayer". Be sure not to miss next Sunday! 

A MIRACLE IS ON THE HORIZON 

"If Our Walls Could Speak" is the theme 
of our Capital Funds Campaign for $40,000 
which will be before us from now through mid
June. This is what we need from the members 
and friends of this parish in order to com
plete the financial program of a $250,000 
restoration of both our church sanctuary and 
church parsonage. 

Last month we wrote some 125 former mem
bers of the Church with whom we are still in 
touch inviting them to share in this under
taking. Many of them have responded. Already 
we have received from these friends from former 
days gifts that total over $5,000. We antici
pate more. 

We now enter Phase II of this campaign 
as we turn to our own resident membership. 
Earlier this week we mailed information ·to 
some 275 people inviting them to help us 
with a gift or pledge. Some already have. 
(A pledge card is in the pews). 

Work begins in the sanctuary a week 
from tomorrow. Fine Art Decorating will be 
working here from May 22nd to September 1st. 

I (PC) am a firm believer in what can 
happen when a people yoke their lives and 
their faith in determination together. These 
are miracles at which I often marvel. You and 
I ~ everyone of us - should be a significant 
contributor to this appeal as it now comes 
before us. If we each do our part, I believe 
without reservation that we shall raise the 
necessary funds to complete the task. I 
believe that a miracle is on the horison! 



FROMTHEPASTOR . .. 

If these walls could speak, they would tell a 
thrilling story of loving service to the 
Kingdom of God. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to those who 
helped to build our Church as a place of rare 
beauty, a warm place that inspires and lifts 
those who come through its doors seven days 
a week. Our sanctuary is one of our most 
compelling evangelists. 

Our continuing task is to cherish, to use, to 
maintain, to improve our sanctuary which 
was dedicated to the glory of God in] anuary 
of 1927. These walls house a community of 
faith which is constantly ministering to so 
many of all ages, and is also reaching out 
in witness and service to the community, this 
city and the world. 

If these walls could speak we pray that they 
would speak well of our devotion and love 
for Christ and His Church. It is in the spirit 
of such love and devotion, so characteristic 
of those who have preceded us, that we gladly 
undertake the challenge of this Capital 
Funds Campaign 

Philip A. C. Clarke 
Minister 

0 lUlll CAMP A:U: G N 
GOAL 

Hopefully, our campaign will raise at least 
$40,000. 

The other sources of income are set and we 
feel confident that our members and 
friends-present and past-will want to 
have a part in helping us to reach for our 
goal. 

The amount is not that great, if we all have 
a share in it. It can be met. Someone has 
pointed out that "all we need are 200 gifts, 
each totalling $200 . . . or 200 gifts of $100 
each this year and again next year in 1990." 
We should be able to do that. Some will do 
more than others, but if all of us have a 
part in it, we can do it! 

We ask that you let us know how much you 
will be able to give during this two year 
period. 

-And it is our hope to provide for our Lord 
as He has provided for us-in proportion 
to our giving ability. 

The Board of Trustees 
Park Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

"lilF OUR WALL§ 
COUILD §IPJEAK ... '' 

A Capital Funds 
Campaign 

for 
$40,000 

Park Avenue United Methodist Church 

106 East 86th Street 

New York, N.Y. 

1989- 1990 



"IJF OUR WALLS 
COULD SPEAK . • • " 

A successful campaign will enable us 
to: 

a Restore and redecorate our 
sanctuary to its original beauty, 
color and appeal. 

a Modernize and repair our church 
parsonage at 21 East 87th Street. 

a Perform major repairs in our 
62-year-old church building. 
Renovations of our fourth floor 
offices are now nearing completion. 

ST. PAUL ON GIVING 

"Let everyone give as his heart tells 
him, neither grudgingly nor under 
compulsion for God loves the man 
whose heart is in his gift . . . Your 
giving results in an oveiflowing tide 
of thanksgiving to God. Moreover, 
your very giving proves the reality of 
your faith, and that means that men 
thank God that you practice the 
gospel that you profess to believe in." 

II Corinthians 9:7, 11-13 
Phillips Translation 

SOME CAMPAIGN QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

HOW MUCH IS NEEDED? 

The entire project will run close to $250,000. This 
will enable us to do what is planned in terms of the 
sanctuary, the parsonage and the fourth floor offices. 
Our estimates are based upon firm bids received, 
reviewed and signed by the Trustees. 

WHATARETHESOURCES 
OF INCOME? 

We have received a generous grant of $150,000 from 
the Park Avenue Methodist Church Trust Fund. We 
have $10,000 budgeted in the 1989 operating budget 
of the church and plan to budget another $15,000 
in the 1990 budget. The Trustees have committed 
$35,000 to the campaign. That leaves $40,000 still 
needed and this is the amount we hope to raise from 
members and friends of the Church__:present and 
past, resident and non-resident. 

WHEN WILL THE DRIVE 
BE HELD? 

We plan to conduct the campaign during April, May 
and June of 1989. We hope to receive sufficient gifts 
or pledges of gifts during this period. 

HOW MUCH SHOULD 
I GIVE? 

No one can or will tell you what you should give. 
Challenge yourself to make a generous gift or pledge. 
The more generous your support, the more satisfac
tion you will have in bringing this project to a suc
cessful completion. 

WHATABOUTMYANNUAL 
PLEDGE? 

The Church needs your regular support in its yearly 
ministries. Your campaign gift should be considered 
in addition to your regular 1989 pledge gift. Call it, 
if you will, a "Second Mile Gift." 

A GIFT OR A PLEDGE? 

Some will want to make a one time gift at this time. 
Others may find it preferable to make a pledge. A 
pledge may be spread over a two year period begin
ning in April of 1989 and ending two years from 
now in 1991. Pledge payments may be made at 
whatever intervals are most convenient for you. A 
pledge card is enclosed .. Indicate your choice
monthly, weekly, quarterly. We'll be glad to send 
you a periodic reminder. 



ANNOONCEMENTS: Sunda.y, May Ut, 1989 

I. GREETING / VISITORS 

A. A word of greeting to the visitors in the congregation this 
morning. Delighted to have you with us ... and hope that r11e 

shall have opportunity to greet you in a more personal way •• 

B. Make yourself known to us ••• be free in the sharing of your 
name by filling out a visitor card or signing of the Guest 
Books. Join us downstairs for a cup of coffee. Worship with 
us ••• work with us, too, in the programs of service. 

c. You worship in a church today whose roots are deep in the soil 
of this part of NYC ••• recently celebrated our 152nd birthday. 
t·le minister in the name of Christ and it is in his loving 
spirit that we greet you on this Mother's Day. 

II. PARISH CONCERNS 

A. Listed for you in the bullettn. Review them on your own, 
noting that both the Educati.on Committee and the Finance 
Committee will be meeting this week ••• that the Adult Fellow
ship has two special programs coming along ••• "You Gotta Have 
Park" ••• a special work day in Central Park, and the "Clambake 
on Tar Beach". 

B. Volunteers are needed for this coming Saturday's Rummage Sale, 
for which there is a flyer in the bulletin ••• take it along and 
post it in your building or VThere you do your shopping ••• help 
to spread the Hord. 

III. "IF OUR WALLS COULD SPF..AK ••• " 

A. lrlork begins a week from Honday in our sanctuary as we prepare 
for a three month restoration - redecoration of our beloved place of 
worship ••••• 

B. I would dra'I-T your attention to the flyer in the bulletin that 
describes how you may have a part in our funding of this major 
effort. Take the flyer along with you ••• also a pledge card 
that is there in the pews. 'vle hope all of you will support this 
undertaking and help to nudge this capital funds campaign •••• to 
reach our goal of $4o,ooo. 

c. As it says in the bulletin insert ••• "I believe there is a 
miracle on the horizon" ••• when people yoke their faith and 
their lives in determination together, great thtngs happen. 
If we each do our part, we shall witness another miracle. 
Volunteers are needed a week from this evening to carry pew cushions 

up to the third floor and thus prepare for the scaffolding ••• 

( over ) 
"".; 
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V. OFFERING 

A. The envelope in the pew is for your special "love gift" to 
the Health C0re Agencies - Homes and Hospitals - of our NY 
Annual Conference. The envelope will be there throughout 
the month of May as we reflect on the needs of our senior 
citizens.,,,we hope you will respond with a gift. 

B, Jesus said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive". 
In this spirit, let us worship God with our morning 
offertng. 

:, 

" .. 
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PASTORAL PRAYER: May l~l, 1989 

0 ETERNAL SPIRIT •••• FATHER and HOTHER of our spirits •••• again we vwuld 
pause amidst the noise and clamor of this great city, and in 
the routine of our daily life to RE~1E~1BER YOO. 

And here t,.re would be still and know that YOU are GOD - our 
~1aker, our Redeemer, our refuge and our strength. 

Here He "'rould talk to YOU as children to a parent ••• and would 
listen quietly and attentively for that word that touches our 
lives and makes a difference. 

FOR HEALTH, HOHE and HAPPINESS - we lift our hearts 11 in praise" and 11 in 
thanksgiving." 

Te~ch us how to be grateful for those darkPr and more 
difficult moments that have brought us closer to YOU, that 
have made us more conscious of spiritual power and inner 
spiritual resources. 

May we live this week that is now beginning as those who have 
been significantly touched by the Christ-spirit ••• that His con
cern, His compassion, His courage and His compassion may flow 
through our lives ••• touching others ••• making a difference in 
the home, the office ••• on the street ••• in the bus. 

ON THIS SPECIAL DAY, OUR thoughts turn to the gentle influence of the home, 
to the ministry of motherhood, 
to the unity of family life o 

Teach us the wisdom of keeping family ties sacred and 
strong through joyous love, mutual understanding, shared 
concern. 

He bless you, 0 Lord, for the precious ideal of motherhood. 
And grateful we are for the lasting influence and touch of all 
good mothers on our lives. For their gentleness, their loyalty, 
their love and their pa.tience, we give YOU our THANKS. 

lrle bless you, too, Lord, for those who have rever had chil!J!ren 
of their own, hut have been as mothers to boys and girls along 
the way ••• teachers a.nd nurses. 

NOV/ REFRESH US with a fresh encounter with Christ, the Life-Giver. 

Send each of us back to our daily tasks reflecting His love 
and His singleness of purpose. Give to each of us the gift 
of adventu.reus faith. In the name and spirit of Christ, we 
offer this prayer on this Sunday of Pentecost. 

Remembering how the gift of the Holy 
Spirit touched those early follcwers 
of Christ, we sa.y 'amen'. 
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ORGAN 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

THE FEAST OF PENTECOST 
May 14, 1989 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

"Andante Religioso" 

HYMN NO. 297 "The Church's One Foundation" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

Wesley 

0 God, the loving Father of us all, give us 
the wisdom born of love to see beneath the surface 
of other human lives, the aspiration and struggles, 
the hopes and fears. Give us the discernment to 
sense the burdens that are borne silently, the 
closed doors, the handicaps of life, the hidden 
tragedies and the hidden heroisms. May we look out 
upon our fellows with the eyes of the heart as well 
as with the eyes of the mind; that, in grateful re
sponse to thy mercy, we may be endlessly, incredibly 
merciful; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER "Sing to the Lord A New Song" 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

*** 
ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

"Blessed Are They" 
Acts 2: 1 - 24 

No. 583 
No. 792 
No. 741 

Wesley 
Page 948 

ANTHEM "Wash Me Throughly" Wesley 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 462 "Spirit of Life, in This New Dawn" 
SERMON "A Pentecostal Church" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 469 "Father Eternal, Ruler of Creation" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "The Heavens Declare" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Marcello 

LAY READER 

We welcome Cary Danford to the lectern this morning. 
A native of Pittsfield Massachusetts, a graduate of the 
University of Denver with a degree in Finance, Cary is 
a Manager with American Express. Here in the Church she 
serves as a member of the Adult Fellowship Planning 
Committee. She is also an usher and a coffee hour hostess. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are in celebration 
of Lillian and Richmond Bates first wedding anniversary. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeter today is Carl Condra. The ushers are 
Susan Langley, Ann and Gordon Bryant, Cary Danford, and 
Michael Hajek. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Pat Henry, Kavu Browne, Cary Danford, Julie 
Hymen, Lita Reyno and Marianna Thompson. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor 
in the Day School Room. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 
9:30 am in Fellowship Hall. Charles Wire is leading the 
class in the study of the book of Romans. 


