
A THOUGHTFUL THA~KSGIVING 

INTrtODUCTION There is one sentence from the Scriptures which 
has dominated my thought this past week as I have 

gone about ~y way making nreparations for this Thanksgiving Day Sun
day Service. It is the word of Jesus, recorded for us by Luke in 
the 12th chapter of his gospel, and I set it before you this morning 
in something of the way of a text: 

"Everyone to whom much is ~iven, of 
him will much be required' Luke 12:48 

DEVELOPTh~NT Later this week, my wife and I shall be attending 
the Broadway play entitled "The Miracle Worker". 

Scme of you have already seen it. In anticination of this event, 
I have been reading a biography dealing with the life of Helen 
Keller, and in my reading I came ac'ross this line, a line that Miss 
Keller once wrote ~o a friend: "There really is no lovelier way to 
thank God for your sight than by giving a helping hand to someone in 
the dark". Corning as it does from a woman who is blind and who is 
also a deaf mute, that lovely sentiment reminds those of us who have 
no such handicaps, who are sound in life and limb, who are fortunate 
in our friend ships, happy in our work and blessed in our as soc iat idms 
with the Christian Church- it reminds us on the one hand that we 
are highly privileged, and on the other hand that the measure of our 
privilege is also the measure of our responsibility. 

The principle that's involved here is one, of course, of which 
our Lord made a great deal. Two classes of peonle seemed to attract 
his attention. You can't read the Gospels and not notice His concern 
for the unfortunate, the sick, the distressed. On the other hand, 
you can't read the Gospels and not notice that He is constantly 
addressing men and women, like yourselves, to whom life has been· 
kind, who are gifted, well - to - do, successful. And over and over 
again he is trying to tell them that there is an obligation with 
every privilege. There is the principle of proportionate duty. In 
other words, the greater the talents, the brains, the power, the 
money at their disposal, the greater is their resnonsibility to use 
them not for private and selfish ends, but to use them in the service 
of others. This is what he was saying when he said '~veryone to 
whom much is gi van, of him will much be required". 

That is the principle. ~one of you, I'm sure, will take ex
ception to it. It is fair. It is reasonable. Our income tax 
payments have made us well aware with graded obligations. To be sure, 
there are times I suppose when we all grumble over the amount that we 
are called on to pay, but in our better~moments we would agree that 
the principle is just. It is only right and proner that we giverdtm 
nronortion as we have received. And to the extent to which a nerson 
is endowed, to that same extent should he be held accountable.· Of 
course, sometimes we hear it said that a man can do what he likes 
with that which is his own, but this is a self-centered and narrow 
way of looking at things. If he believes in God at all, his skill, 
his talent, his possessions, his financial resources are not his own. 
They impose obligations. They carry with them res~onsibilities. And 
Jesus said 11Everyone to whom much is given, of him will much be 
required 11

• 
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APPLYING IT TO INDIVIDUALS What I should like to do here this 
morning in the time we have together 

is to spell out this principle for you in three specific directions. 
First of all, let us consider how it apulies to the individual, and 
here I can think of no better way of expressing it to you than by 
briefly holding before you a portrait of a man who lived his life 
according to this principle. 

Some time ago in one of our nation magazines, there appeared 
a condensation of the book, 11 Born To Give" by Raymond Fosdick. I 
don't know how many of you happened to read the book, but if you oid 
you '11 recall that it was concerned with the life story of John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr •• It's the amazing story of a man who never thought 
of the immesne wealth that he fell heir to as his own to do with as 
he pleased. From the very outset, with resolution and imagination, 
he dedicated himself as well as his wealth to the service of God and 
humanity, the several Foundations set up ministering to the common 
welfare in 93 countries- hel>ing to conquer disease, helning to 
advance education, helping to wioen horizons in every branch of 
knowledge - medicine, uhysics, psychiatry, the social sciences and 
the arts. He he.17ler spent money arbitrarily or ostentatiously. He 
never spent it to attrac't attention or to wield power. A humble and 
dedicated man, he was aware of the great privileges attached to his 
position, but he also aware of the responsibilities he thereby 
incurred. 

Now I have the suspicion that v·e may have one or two embryonic 
RockefeilireBs in our congregation this morning, and in the event that 
we do petmit me to place this principle uuon your hearts that with 
the privilege of abundant financial resources, there goes the 
responsibility, the obligation of putting it to use where it will do 
some good for the common welfare·. "Everyone to whom much is given, 
of him will much be required" 

APPLYING IT TO CHURCHES Consider now, in the second place, how this 
principle relates to churches. You and I 

in recent year have witnessed in our country a great boom in church 
building. Some very magnificent and beautiful houses of worship 
have been erected to the Glory of God. As a matter of fact, as the 
late Halford Luccock once pointed out to us, our American churches 
have acquired something of an ''edifice" complex. To worship in 
these million dollar churches is indeed a privilege and to eng:age 
in Christian activities in them throughout the week is also a 
privilege. And yet at the same time, we ought not to lose sight of 
the fac.t that the churc·h also has something of a mission to perform 
beyond our own borders. I remember traveling a few years ago through 
parts of Eurone and the Near East and worshipo;ng in some rather 
small and unpretentious churches. And on more than one occasion I 
recall seeing doctors, teachers and missionaries throw up their hands 
in vexation saying, "With more resources, with more main power, with 
more cash, we could accomulish so much more". Sometimes when I find 
myself being shown around.these million dollar churches we have 
built, I become troubled. To have all of this and not justify it by 
putting it to full use, to have it and make it an end in itsel~, 
to be forgetful of our brothers and sisters who are laboring overseas 
in the name of Christ, to whom more money and man power would mean 
an expansion in terms of Christian service .... "To whom much is given, 
of him will much be required 11 
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APPLYING IT TO NATIONS Consider now, in the third place, how all 
of this relates to nations, and here I think 

our own nation may well serve as a conspicuous exa~ple. With our many, 
many acres of rich farming land, our great natural resources, our free 
institutions, our educational facilities, our high standard of living, 
we are indeed a privileged peoole. We have been richly blessed. God 
has been good to us. ~f course, there are always some who are i~clined 
to give God very little credit for all of this and they usually counter 
with that old joke about the preacher who saw the farmer cultivating 
his garden. The preacher went over to the farmer and oiously said 
to him, "That certainly is a beautiful garden that you and God have 
put together. 11 To which the farmer replied, "Yes, preac'her, but you 
should have seen it when God had it all alone." To be sure, human 
efforts and hands have had a part in making America what she is to
day, but we need to remember too that human energies had nothing to 
do with placing America between two vast oceans which served to oro
teEt her from serious invasion in her early and growing years, that 
human energies had nothing to do with filling the reservoirs of oil 
beneath its rocks and st~ring coal within its hills, that human 
efforts were not responsible for placing the rich soil. in the wilder
ness of America. God has been good to America. We have been richly 
blessed by Him and we ought not to lose sight of this fact. 

And the extent of our privilege is brought home to us in a 
rather disturbing fashion when we stop to consider that America today 
hss 6.% of the world's population and nearly half of: the world's annual 
wealth. The extent of our privilege is brought horne to us when we are 
reminded of the fact that even today hunger is the daily compaaion of 
nearly two thirds of the people who walk upon the face of the earth. 
For sensitive men and women like yourself, knowledge of this fact 
is always lurking in the background of every festive occasion that we 
as a people celebrate. We are uriviliged people and our privilege 
puts upon us the pronortionate duty of f-enerosity and understanding. 
We need to be reminded that we are still our brothers' keeper, and 
because of this many of you will sit uneasily next Thursday at tables 
bountifully laden. 

Knowledge of this should i~spire us to act, to do something, to 
share the abundance of our goods with others. And whil you and I 
are sitting here quietly this morning, at this very hour, in the 
Washington Cathedral in our nation's capital, our government is 
launching the 1960-61 SHARE OUR SURPLUS program, and the opportunity 
is being given to people to buy food for the needy overseas. In 
no other way ~an we do so much for so many with so little. For 
instance, five fiollars in SOS will give bread to 4500 persons; ten 
dollars will ~ut bowls of cereal into the hands of more than 30,000 
children; one hundred dollars will provide a cupful of milk to nearly 
three quarters of a million of the world's undernourished ~eople. 
The Christ who worked his miracle with loaves and fishes can again 
work a miracle through Chhistian understanding, compassion and 
sharing. 

WHERE DO YOU STAND? I'm sure that by now you see what the 
princiwle is. It's fair. It's reasonable. 

As Thoreau put it: "HE WHO Y'ATS THE FRUIT SHOULD AT LEAaT PLANT THE 
SEED". Or as Thomas Pain nhrased it: "THOSE VV'HO REA? THE BLESSINGS 
OF CIVILIZATION r,~UST, LIKE- MI£N, UNDERGO THE FATIGUES OF SUPPORTING 
IT! II 
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And yet what bothers me in all of this is this that when it 
comes right down to the application of this principle there are too 
many people who evade what is set before them as a plain duty. Re
ceiving much, they give little. They have no sustained inter~st in 
anything beyond their own wants and secret desires. They go 1nto 
something for what personally they may get out of it. They never 
allow themselves to become selfless parts of a great cause. In
sisting on their own rights, exploiting their own privileges, they 
have no conception of their responsibility for what it hanpeni~g in 
the world today, and of their duty to do something about it. .I 
couldn't care less" represents their attitude, and I am asking you 
to cultivate an all consuming hatred for that attitude. It's 
dangerous. It's the one which some day may send this country under. 
I am asking you to cultivate a sense of personal accountability. I 
am asking you to recognize that you have duties and responsibilities 
as well as rights and privileges, and that a privilege received 
immediately becomes a claim recognized. I am asking you where you 
stand in such matters. With the passing of the years has the 
protective shell around you become so thick and so hard that self 
interest is your dominant nrinciple of action and the gratification 
of the senses the chief end of your life? I recently ran across an 
ad in the ne'Wspapers whic'h read something like this: "I am 58 years 
old. I would like to marry a young woman of 30 who has a tractor. 
Please send a picture of the tractor." Perhaps you know of people 
like that. I do. No real interest beyond their own interest. 

Fortunately there is another and brighter side to all of this. 
There are men and women who have managed to get out of their own 
light, men and women who are not measuring life in terms of what it 
gives them or does not give them, men and women who care greatlv and 
feel deeply, men and women who are tying to live their lives in the 
spirit of this saying: that a gentlemen is one who always tries to 
put more into life than he takes out of it. Albert Schweitzer, of 
course, is the greatest living example of this princ1>Jle of propor
tionate duty. And he tell us in one of his books: ~OU ARE HAPPY. 
THEREFORE YOU A':;.E CALLED UPON TO GIVE MUCH. WHATEVER MORE THAN 
OTHERS WHO HAVE RECEIVED IN HEALTH, NATURAL GIFTS, WORKING CAPACITY, 
SUCCESS, A BEAUTIFUL CHILDHOOD, HPBMONIOUS FAMILY CIRCUMSTANCES, YOU 
MUST NOT ACCEPT AS BEING A 1~TTER OF COURSE. YOU MUST PAY A PRICE 
FOR THEM. YOU MUST SHOW MORE TH A..~ AVERAGE DEVOTION OF LIFE TO LIFE. 

Next Thursday as you sit down to your Thanksgiving Dinner, I 
hope that you will in addition to other things have in mind some of 
the things we have been talking about here this morning, and that you 
will try to get into your thinking the substance of this closing 
prayer: 

"God - let me be aware. 
Stab my soul fiercely with other's pain. 
Let me walk seeing horror and stain. 
Let my hands, groping, find other hands. 
Give me the heart that divines, understands. 
Give me the courage, wounded to fight. 
Flood me with knowledge, drench me in light. 
Please, keep me eager, just to do my share. 
God - let me be aware." 



A THOUGHTFUL THANKSGIVING 

~RODUCTION November is one of those months in the calendar 
year when the events of the past crowd in on us. 

On All Saints' Day, on Veterans' Day, and again on Tha~ksgivin~ Day, 
we live over once again the moments and memories of yesterday and we 
think of those into whose inheritance we have entered. 'Ne have come 
together here this morning in order to keep alive. a tradition: to 
give t.hanks to God for His many blessings to us, and to dedicate our
selves to the unfinished tasks -of our own time. In this,we set a 
good examnle. We are so casual with tradition. I think it is good 
for peonle to pause every now and then and'look back over the road 
they have traveled. Perhaps if we knew better than,we do the lessons 
of histo'ry, our world might not be as disturbed as it is today. 

I -

DEVELOPMENT There is one sentenc·e from the scriptures which has 
dominated my thought this past week as I have gone 

about my way making preparations for this Thanksgiving Day Sunday 
service.. It is the word of .Jesus, recorded for us by Luke in the 
12th chapter of his Gospel, and I put it before you this morning in 
the way of a text: 

"Everyone to whom much is given, of him 
will much be required" (Luke 12:43) 

Later this week, my wife and I shall see the Broadway production 
of "The Miracle Wor.ker". Some of you have already seen' it. In antic
ipat·ion of- this event, I have been reading a recent biography of 
Helen Keller and in my reading I came across this line, a line that 
Miss Keller once wrote to a friend: "There is no lovelier way to 
thank _God for your sight than by giving· a helping hand to someone in, 
the dark". Qoming from a woman who is-blind, deaf and dumb, that 
lovely sentiment reminds those of us who have no such handicans, who 
are sound in life and limb, happy in our work, fortunate in our 
friendships, blessed by our association with the Christian Church, on 
+he one h'lnd that ·We are highly priviliged, and that the measure of 
our privilege is the measure of our responsibility. 

The principle that is involved here. is, of .course, one of~ which 
our Lord made a great deal. Two classes of people seemed to attract 
his attention. You can't read the Gospels -and not notice His concern 
for the distressed, the unfortunate, for those who have never really 
had a chance in life. On the other hand you can'~ read the Gosnels 
and not notice that He ~s con~tantly addressing men and women to whom 
life has been kind, who are gifted, well-to-do, successful. And what 
he tells them over and over again is that there is an obligation 
as~_ociated with every privilege. There is the principle of propor.- . 
tionate duty. In other words, the greater the talents, brains, power, 
money at their disposal·, the greater is the'tr resnon-sibility to use 
them not for private and selfi s.h ends but in the service of others. 
"Everyone" he says "to whom much is given, of himc will much -be 
required". 

None of you will, I'm sure~ take exception to this. It is a fair 
and reasonable principle •. Our income tax payments h~ve mA.de us well 
aware of graded obligations, with this principle of orooortionate 
duty. To be sure, we may grumble at times over the amount that we are 
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called on tb pay, but we recognize that the principle is just. It is 
right and proper that we should give in proportion as we rec·eive. 
And to the extent to which a person is endowed, to the same extent 
he should be held accountable. Of course, s'ometimes we hear it said 
that a man can do wnat he likes with that which is his own. But this 
is, however, a narrow and self-centered way of looking at things. If 
he believes in God at all, his skill, his talent, his possesions, his 
financial resour~es are not his own. They imnos~ obligations; they 
carry with them resnonsibilities. "To whom much is given, of him will 
much be required". 

APPLYING IT TO INDIVIDUALS The'urincinle is reasonable and fair. 
Let me speil it out for you in three 

First of all, consider ho.w it apnlies to the specific directions. 
ind 1 vidual. _ · 

Scme time·ago in one of our national magazines, there appeared 
a condensation of the ·bo.ok "Born To Live" by~Raymond Fosdick. I don't 
know how many of you are familir with the book. If you are, you may 
remember that it was concerned with the life story of John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr •• It's the amazing·story of a man who have never 
thought of the immense wealth he fell heir to as his own to do with 
as he pleased. From the very outset, with resolution. and ima!2'ination, 
he has dedicated himself as well as his wealth to the service of God 
and humanity, the several Foundations set up ministering to the 
common welfare in 93 countries (think of it!) -helping to conauer 
disease, to advance elementary and higher education, to widen 
horizons in every branch of knowledge - medicine, biology, physics~ 
psychiatry,_ the social sciences and the arts. He has never spent 
money arbitrarily or ostentatiously. What is more, he has never 
spent it to attract n~tice or wield power. He'is a humble and 
dedicated man. Aware of the great privileges attached to his 
position, he has.never ceased to be aware of the responeibilities 
he has thereby incurred. "To wbom much is given, of him will much 
be required" 

APPLYING IT TO CHURCHES Consider now,, in the second place, how 
this relates to churches. You and I in 

. recent years have wi tne.ssea in our country a great boom -in church 
building. Some very magnificent and beautiful houses of worship 
have been erected to the glory of God. As a matter of fact, qs so6e
one has pointed out to us our churches have acquired 'something of 
an "edifice complex". And certainly to worshin. in som~ of these 
million dollar plants and to engage in Christian activity in them 
throughout the ·week is a rare privilege. At the same time, however, 
we ought not to loose sight of the mission of the church beyond our 
own borders. I remember a few years back travelin~ throu~hout . 
Europe and parts of the ne'lr east and worshipping fn some'r'lther small 
and unpretentious buildings. On more than one ·occasion I saw 
Christian work hampered and impeded for want of cash. On ~ore than 
one occasion I remember seeing teachers, doctors and other Christian 
workers throw up their hands in vexation saying ''With more resources, 
with more momey, with more man-uower, we could accomplish so very much 
more". And sometimes when I find myself being shown ~round some' of 
these million dollar plants that ws are ~recting ~round America, I 
become troubled. To have all this and not justify it by putting it 
to full ase, to have it and make it an end in itself, to be forpetfu1 
of o.ur brothers and sisters overseas, to whom more money and more man 
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nower would mean an expansion of Christian service. (pause) "To whom 
much is e:iven, of him will much be required" 

APPLYING IT TO NATIONS Consider, now, in the third place, how this 
··principle ap~lies to nations and here I 

think our own nat"ion may well serve as a conspicuous exa...,ple. With our 
many, many acres of rich farming land, our great natural resources, 
our free institutions, our educational facilities, our,high standard 
of living, we are indeed a priviliged people. We have been richly 
blessed. God has been good to us. God has been good to America. Of 
course some of you may be inclined to give God very little of the 
credit 'for all of this and you may cou ter 1with that old joke about the 
preacher who saw the farmer cultivattng his garden. The preacher went 
over to the farmer and piously s.ctid to him, "That certainly is a 
beautiful garden which you and God have put together" To which the 
farmer re'Jlied, 11Yes,bbut preacher, you should have seen it when God 
h'")d it all alone." To be sure, human effor"4s have had a great part in 
making America what she is today, but we ought not to lose sight of 
the fact that human energies had nothing to do with placing this new 
nation between two vs.st oceans which helped to protect her from serious 
invasion during her early years, th~t human ~nergies had nothing to do 
with filling the reservoirs of oil heneath its rocks and storing coal 
within its hills, that human efforts were not responsible for placing 
the_ rich soil in the wilderness. God has been rood to America. 1.'/e 
have been richly blessed. 

And the ext.ent of our privilege is brought {lome to us. in a 
disturbing fashion when we stop to consider that America today has 61 
of the wo.rld' s population and nearly half of the world's annual wealth. 
The extent of our privilege is. brought home to us when we are reminded 
of the fact that even today hunger is the _daily compansion of nearly 
two-thirds of all of the peo~le who walk on the face of the earth. 
For sensitive men and women like yoursel v.:es, knowledge of this fact 
is always lurking in the background of every festive occ~sion that we 
as a peonl~ celebrate. We are a privileged neople and our privilege 
puts upon us the proportionate duty of generosity and understanding. 
rye need to be reminded that we are still our brother's keeper, and 
because of this many of you will sit uneasily next Thursday at tables 
bountifully laden. . 

Knowledge of this should inspire us _to act, to do something, to 
share the abundance of our goods with others. And while you and I 
sit here this morning, at this very hour, the 1960-61 SHAqE OUR 
SURPLUS PROGRAM is being launched by our gqvernment, and an opportunity 
is being given~to people to buy food for the needyoverseas. In no 
other way can we do so much for so many with so little. Five dollars 
for instance, in sos will give breA:O to 4500 persons. Ten dollars wiil 
put bowls of cereal into the hands of more than 30,009 hungry children. 
One hundred dollars will provide a cupful of milk to nearly three 
ruar+ers of a million of the world's undernourished neonle. The Christ 
who worked his miracle with loaves and fishes can again-work a miracle 
through Christian sharing. "To whom much is given, much is required" 

WHERE DO YOU STAND? I'm 
is. 

once said: "He who eats the 
as Thomas Paine phrased.it: 
must, like men, undergo the 

~ure that by now you see what the ori~cirile 
It's reasonable, and fair. As Thoreau 

r,rui t should at least plant the seed". Or 
Those who reap the bles~ings of civiliz~tion 

fatigues of supporting it. 11 
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And yet what bothers me is this that when it comes right down 
to the application of this principle there are people who time and 
again evade what is set before them as a plain duty. Receiving much 
they give little. They have no sustained interest in anything beyond 
their own wants and seceet desires. They go into something for what 
they personally are going to get out of it. They never allow them
selves to become selfless parts of a great cause. Insisting on their 
own rights, exploiting their own priviliges, they have no conception 
of their resnonsibility for what is hanryening in the world, and of , ~ II 
their duty to do something about it. "I couldn't care less represents 
their attitude, and I am asking you this morning to cultivate an all 
consuming hatred for this attitude. It is this attitude that someday 
may send this country under. I am ~eking you to cultivate a sense of 
personal respo~sibility and accountability. I am asking you to 
recognize that you have duties andobligations as well as rights 
and priviliges. I am asking you, as mature ~eople in a responsible 
Christian society, where you stand in such matters. With the p'lssing 
years has the protective shell about you grown so hard and thick that 
self interest is your dominant principle of action and the gratification 
of the sense the chief end of your life? I read recently about a man 
who nut an add into the newspaper which read as fellows: "I am 58 years 
old. I would like to marry a young woman of 30 who has a tractor. 
PLease send me a picture of the trac'tor" Perhaps you know of neonle 
like that. No real interest beyond their own interest. 

Fortunately, however, ·there is another and brighter to the 
uicture. There are men and women who have managed to get out of 
their own light, who are not measuring life in terms of what it gives 
them or does not give them, who care greatly and feel deenly. And 
they are living their lives in the spirit of this saying: that a 
gentleman is a person who tries to put more into life that he takes 
out of it. Albert Schweitzer, I supnose, is the greatest living 
examule of this principle of proportionate duty. He tells us in 
one of his books: "You::.'a.re'3happy, therefore you are called upon to 
give much. Whatever more than others you have received in health, 
natural gifts, working capacity, success, a beautiful childhood, 
harmonious family circumstances, you must not accept as being a 
matter of course. You must pay a price for them. You must show more 
than average devotion t>lfl life to life. 11 

·"To whom-much is ~ivcn, ef h:im Vl'ill mach be ru-qnired 11 • It's a 
.....atri lring statBment. Next Thursday as you sit down to your Thanksgiving 
Di~er, I hope that all of you will try to remember some of the things 
v;e 've been. talking ~bout here today, and that you will try to get 
into your thinking the substance of this prayer: -

11 God - let me be aware. 
Stab my soul fiercely with other's pain. 
Let me walk seeing borrow and stain. 
Let mr hands, groping, find other hands. 
Give me the heart that divines, understands. 
Give me the courage, wounded to fight. 
Flood me with knowledge, drench me in light. 
Please, keep me eager just to do my share. 
God, ihet me be aware" 
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ORGAN PRELUDE 

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT 
November 20, 1960 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

"Contilene" 
"Song of: t he Basket Weaver" 

"Reverie" 
CALL TO WORSHIP {By the Minister) 

Rogers 
Russell 
Woodman 

HYMN No. 545 "Come, ye thankf:ul people, come,'" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty and most merci.ful Father, we have erred 
and strayed f:rom thy ways like lost sheep. We have 
f:ollowed too much the devices and desires of: our 
own hearts. We have of:f:ended against thy holy laws. 
We have left undone those things which we ought to 
have done, and we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done. ~ut Thou, 0 Lord, have mercy 
upon us. Spare thou those, 0 God, who confess their 
f:aults. Restore thou those who are penitent, ac
coroing to thy promises declared unto mankind in 
Christ Jesus our Lot"C!.. Grant, 0 merciful Father, f:or 
his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, right
eous and sober lif:e; to the glo:cy of Thy holy name. 
Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
~*** (Interval for ushering) 
THE SACRA1'1ENT OF BAPr ISM 
~ {Interval for ushering) 
THE ANTHEM "Come Before His Presence 11 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Psalm 100 
Moore 

VERSICLES AND RESPONSES {The Minister and the Choir) 
THE PASTORAL PRAYER Choral Amen 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM "Now Thank We All Our God" Shaw-Cruger 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFEERINGS WITH DOXOLOGY 
HYMN No.. 20 "We gather together" 
SERMON "A Thoughtf:ul Thanksgiving" 
HYMN No. 493 110 God, beneath Thy guiding hand" 

Mr. Clarke 

BENEDICTION Choral Response 
ORGAN POSTLUDE "Sortie Festivo" Boslet 

THROUGH THE WEEK AT PARK A VENUE METHODIST CHURCH 

TODAY, NOVEMBER 20 
9:30 A. M. Church School Classes for all ages. 

11:00 A. M. Divine Worship. Sennon by Rev. Mr. Clarke: 
12:00 Noon. Fellowship Hour. Thi rd Floor. 

7:30 P. l>'I. "Conversations in Church Membership'l• It• s 
for those who;;are interested in learning abeut the 
steps that lead to membership in this church. Re
ception of new members will take place next Sund~. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22 
6:00 P. M. Music Committee Meeting. Fourth Floor. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
5:30 P. M. Fellowship Group. Mr. Clarke, leader. 
7:00 P. M. Choir Rehearsal. Basement Lounge. 
7:30 P. t1. Explorer Post 686. Basement. 

OTHER NOTICES 

Coffee will ~e served in Fellowship Hall immediately 
followi ng the morning service. Visitors and members are 
cordially invited to share in this time of fellowship. 
The hostesses are Mrs. Russell, Mrs. Blackton, Miss 
Johnson, Miss Ford and Miss CJarnsey. The Greeters at 
coffee hour, who may be identified by the red carnation 
in the lapel are Mr. Giles Robinson, Miss Gripman and 
Miss Stadler. 

The flowers on the altar this morning are the gift Clf 
Mr. and Mrs. John McKeand and are in memory of loved ones. 

The infants baptized in this morning's serviee are 
Catherine Clarke, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Philip Clarke; 
Christopher McNelis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank McNelis; 
William Hussang, son of Mr. and Mrs. Will Hussmg; Gret
chen Sundstrom, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Karl Sundstrom. 

The ushers for today's service are Mess~. Bowater1 
Paech, Montaneli, ~erget and Tower. Mrs. McKenney, Mrs. 

. Black and Miss Tam:Lso are in charge of the Nursery. It 
meets in the fourth floor from lO:u5 to 12:45 every Sun .. 
day morning. 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 

Philip' A. C. Clarke ... ....... ...... .. .... Minister 
Harold C. Metzner .. .... Associate Minister 
Mary C. Hedma:n ... ... .... ............ Deaconess 
Mark A. Else ........ ... ...... ..... Choir Director 
Gerald E. Rock ...... ... ................... Organist 
Bertha Lcech ...... Nursery School Director 

GENERAL OFFICERS 

Lay Member, Annual Conference ................ Paul R. Russell 
Lay Leader, The Church .. .. .... ..... ... ........... . Harold W. Black 
President, Trustees .......................................... Paul R. Russell 
President, Woman's Society .......................... .. .. Helen Russell 
President, Young -Adults ........................................ Paul Scott 
President, Choir. ................................... Charles Wesley Kim 
Education Commission Chairman .............. Harold W. Black 
Finance Commission Chairman ..... ................. Paul R. Russell 
Membership Commission Chairman .............. Giles Robinson 
Missions Commission Chairman ..... .... .. ....... .. Merle Gripman 

STATED MEETINGS 

Sunday Services: 9:30 a.m. . ....................... Sunday School 
11:00 a.m ....... .. ... .. ..... Morning Worship 
12:00 noon ..... .......... ..... Fellowship Hour 

7:00 p.m ......... ... ....... ........ Young Adults 
(2nd and 4th Sundays) 

Commission' Meetings .................... First Tuesday, 7:15 p.m. 
Official Board .............. ....... ...... ....... First Tuesday, 8:15 p.m. 
Woman's Society ........................ Second Monday, 8:00p.m. 
Fisherman's Club ...... ..... ............. Second Tuesday, 6 : 15 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal ............ ... .. : ..... . Every Wed_nesday, 7 :00p.m. 
Weekday Nursery School... .......... ....... Every morning (9-12) 
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