
OUTLINE: "A Waik-In~o the Wilderness" · 

TEXT: "And the Spirit imtilediately drove him out into the wilderness. 
And he was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan. 
And he wa.e wit:O. wild beasts, and the angels ministered. unto 

· him. " · ( Mark 1 : 12 , 13 ) · 

INTRODUCTION: 

A. I think that all of us know what the wilderness is like. 
B. Jesus took his turn in the wilderness. 
c. Lent, the church tried to follow Jesus into the wilderness. 

WHY DID JESUS GO INTO THE WILDERNESS: 

A. Was it that he was fasting, or trying to escape from someone ••• 
B. He was increasingly aware that he was a 11chosen person ...... 
c. This much he knew in general ••••• 

TORN BETV~EN TWO POSSIBILITIES: 

A. On the one hand, what the people expected •. 
.B. On the other hand, what God expected •••••• 
C. And so he went into the wilderness, to think things through. 

1. Rather be right with God, and fail •••• 
2. If he hoped to set his people free, he would •••• 

WHAT HAS ALL THIS GOD TO DO WITH US, AND WITH OUR O.BSERVANC.E OF LENT: 

A· It has a great deal ••••• 
B. For instance, a young man •••• 
C. For instance, a couple that wants more than anything •••• 
o. For instance a person that wants to be a Christian. 
11. What kind of a per soan am I? What of my loyal tted •••• 

FOUR THINGS TO DO TO KEEP LENT ••••• 

A. Cut out something. 
B. Read something •••• 
c. Tackle something in yourself. 
D. Do something for someone else ••• 

CLOSING: 

A. Lent begins in the wilderness, but interestinly enough •• 
B. Poem: Sidney Lanier -

Into the woods, my mast went. 
Clean forspent, forspent. 
Into the woods, my master came. 
Forspent with love and shamo. 
But the olives - they were not blind to him. 
The little gray leaves were kind to him. 
The thorn tree had a mind to him •.• 
When into the woods, he came. 

Out of the woods my master went • 
And he was well content. 
Out of the woods my master came, 
Content with death and shame. 



When death and shame would woo him last. 
From under the tree they drew him-last 
Twas on a tree they slew hi ~-l la~t . 
When out of the woods he came. · 

PRAYER: Guide us, Our Father, as we try to foblow Jesus into the 
wilderness. May this season be for ue a time of.growth -
greater growth in understanding Thee ••••• 
And may we come o~t of the wilderness •••• 
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"A WALK INTO THE WILDERNESS'' 

'l'EXT: "The Spirit immediately drove Him out into the wildernose. And 
he was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan. And 
He was with the wild beasts, and angels came and ministered 
unto Him" (Mark 1:12, 13) 

I think that all of us know what the wilderness is like. It • s 
wastela.nd - barren, bleak a.nd bare. It's land that • s de eolate and 
deserted - uninhabited save for a, few wild beasts. There's no water, 
no fooa, no villages, ana no familiar landmarks. All of us know what 
the wilderness is like because in a sense, all of ue have been there 
at one time or another in our own lives. One doeen't have to go to 
Arizona or Arabia to be in the wilderness. One can be in the wildorness, 
standing in the middle of Times Square in this city, or in the middle 
of Piccadilly Circus in London. 

Jeeus took hie turn in the wilderness. It was immediately following 
his baptismal experience. Life seems to have a way of shifting from 
one extreme to another - from elation to depression, one day the voic·o 
of God, the next day, the voice of the devil, from the heights to the 
depths, from unmistakable certainty to uncertainty and doubt. And 
Jesus, being a man, being human through and through, could no more 
esca.pe the wilderness than we can! 

During Lent, the Church .attempts to follow Jesus into the wilderness. 
Lent might well be described as the period of public and formal 
commemoration of the forty days that Jesus spent in the wilderness. 
These forty days, down through the centuries of time, have impressed 
themselves upon the imagination of Christians with the rueult i. that we 
hero in the 20th century beginning Lent together under the guidance of 
the church, are in a deeper sense following Jesus into the wilderness. 

W1fY DID JESUS GO IN
TO THE WILDERl~SS? 

The first ouestion that one m:_ght well ask is 
this: why did Jesus go into the wilderness? 
What was it that "drove" him into the wilder-
ness? Was it that he was fasting. Was it 

that he was trying to eec-a..pe from someone or something? We can't tell 
for sure just what it was that arove him into the wilderness, but I 
think if we read between the lines, that we '11 discover that he went 
into the wilderness 1n or«er to think things through. He went into the 
wilderness in order to thrash out in hts own mind the type of person 
that he was going to be! In general, ..L think he knew before he went into 
the wilderness, the kind of person he should be, and I think he had 
already traveled a great distance toward the fulfillment of that 
particular kind of personality. He knew in a sense that he was a 
dedicated person. He knew that, in a. sense, he was bound to something 
or someone greater than hi:nself. Ever since he had been a boy, he hhad 
always had a special interest in what he called, t'My father's business. tt 
Before he went into the wilderness, he had already sensed that hie life 
was not to be an aimless life, but that it had some purpose, some goal, 
and he was committed to that goal, come what may! 

I think this too, that Jesus was increasingly aware of the fact 
that he was a "chosen person", one of those persons upon whom Destiny 
had laid its hand lifting him up out of the crowd for a particular task. 
And he knew what that task was. It WAS to set his people free. He 
remembered how Moses had free his people from bondage to the Egyptians, and 
now they were in bondage to the Romans. But I think that J·esus sensed that 
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hie eupreme taek was not to set his people free from Rome, but rather to 
set them free from themselves - from sin and selfishness. He had known 
this all along. At. the time of hie baptism, the realization that he was 
a chosen person came to its climax. Later he tried to tell bis oisciplee 
about it. He tried to put 1t into words, words that never were quite 
adequa.te to sum up an experience of this type. .But he told them that it 
was as though the very heavens hao opened up, and that in a flash, he 
knew, once and for all times, that what he had dareo to dream, and to 
think about himself was true. That God had chosen him to set hie people 
free! This much he knew in general before he went into the wilderness. 

But the thought kept coming ba.ck into hie mind, as it would probably 
come back into our mnde, what kind of a person should I be in order to 
accomplish this task. I have been chosen for a particular task, but what 
is my role to be? The more he thought about this, the more he came to 
realize that he was torn between two possibilities. On the one hand, he 
could be the type of .person that the people expected him to be, or on the 
other hand, he could be the type of person that could e~ected him to 
be. 

TORN BiTWEEN THE 
TWO POSSIBILITIES 

He was torn between these two possibilities. Jesus 
knew well what the people expected him to be. They 
were looking for a Messiah - a kind Of public 

benefactor, a person who would feed the people, drive the Romans out of 
the country, and in general raise the standard of 11 ving thus making life 
easier and more comfortable for them. They ware looking for a popular 
hero - a person who would perform miracles, a person who would do the 
dramatic and supernatural type of thing, if needs be, yes, jump from the 
Pinnacle of the Temple in Jerusalem without being hurt. People, I 
suppose, were no different then than they are today. You see these were 
all real tempatione - real because some of them were good. 

But on the other hand, Jesus knew what God wanted him to be. Down 
through the years of hie life, he had developed a close relationship with 
God, so close in fact that he was able to call him Father. And deep 
down in hie heart, he knew that God did not want him to cater to people, 
but to care for them in much the same fashion that a parent C-=tree for 
a wayward child. Deep down in his hearts of hearts, he knew that God 
wanted him to be a man of faith and not a man of force, a man who could 
wln people to his way because of what he was. These two concept!lons 
wrestled within his mind. He had to find the answer. He had to be 
alone to find the answer. He had to separate himself from the people, 
ae much as he loved them and counted on them. He had to separate him
self from food, from anything that might retard his spirit, or distract 
his thinking. 

And so he went into the wilderness in order to think things through. 
He went into the wilderness in order to thrash out in his own mind the 
kind of person he was going to be. And when he C'ame out of the wilder
ness, he was sure of at least two thing.s:; b.,IRST: That he would rather 
be right with God, and perhaps fail in hie mission, than to be wrong with 
God, and sue ceed in hie m1ssi.on. SECOND: He real1 zed, that if he hoped, 
to set his people free, than he himself would have to be willing to 
suffer failure, humiliation, defeat and even death. When he came out 
of the wilderness, he was sure of these two things! 

WHAT HAS ALL OF THIS 
GO TO DO WITH LENT AND 
OURSELVES ••••••••••••• 

Now some of you may be wondering what all 
of this has to do~with Lent and our obser
vance of Lent. Is there any meaning in 
all of this for us. I think there's a 
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great dee .. l in it for us. There are times when all of us pass through 
these soul searching experiences trying to find answers to the great 
ouestions Of life. Take for instance, ''a young man who wants more than 
anything else in the world to be a success in his chosen field. This 
much he is sure of, and there's no doubt 1n his mind about this. But 
there ma.y be some doubt in hie mind as to the kind of person he is going 
to be in order to gain the goal or his life. For example - is he going 
to cater to peoPle along the way, compromising his ideals, bruising 
others in order to get ahead, satisfying hie baser instincts just in 
order to gain a place in the sun? Is it worth it? It's something to 
think about. 

Or take if you will, for instance, a young couple who want moro 
than anything else in the world to be parents. This much ther're sure 
of. No doubt in their minds about this. They love each other very 
deeply and they want to have a family. But perhaps they should ask 
thememlvee this oueetion: What kind of parents are we going to be? 
Part time parents? Possessive parents? Parente that exercise their 
parenthood as some· type of extra-curricular activity. Or are they going 
to be the type of parents that temporarily give up everything, practically 
everthing, in order to give the new life that they have brought into 
the world the love, tende,rnese, security, training and cultivation ot 
which they are capable. 

Or take for instance a person who decided to be a. Christ~an? This 
much he is sure of. He accepts the total outlook of the church. He's 
willing to make all of hie judgment within that frame of reference, but 
the ouestion before him is this: what kind of a Christian am I going 
to be. A part-time Christ11.an? A Christian in name only. One who wants 
the church around, but never bothers to go around to the ohurah. Or 
is he going to be the type of Christian that cares about the church 
very deeply, that comes to church regularly, counts on the church, and 
above all else expects hie church to count on him. It's something to 
think about. 

What kind of a person a.m I? What about my church loyalties? What 
about my civic loyalties? \Vhat about my family loyalties? I said 
earlier that Lent is the petlbod of public and rorma.l commsTtoration of 
the forty days th8.t uesus spent in the wilderness. 1 sincerely hope 
th9.t Elll of you during these ne\t forty days will Gpend sume time 
following htm into the wilderness, thrashing out in your own minds, the· 
answers to some of life's great ouest1ons. It may be that many of you 
~re not particularly in a mood for all of this, MiX It may be that 
you do not feel a need for this. On the other hand there may be som-e 
of you here today who are receptive to a wal·k in the wilderness, and 
to those of you who are let me just suggest four simple things that 
you can do 1n order to make your observance of Lent more honest and real. 
These :rour things are eo simple that I alsmost hesitate to introduce 
them into a sermon. 

FIRST: Cut out something. Make a wilderness in your own private world 
by clearing out some of the clutter. Some of you may want 'tO cut out 
food. I eupnoea for some of us it wouldn't be a ba.d idea •. But I think 
it might be more meaningful for you to out out some of the activities 
in which you're engaged, things that are good in themselves, but which 
for the time being you can do without. We do this in order to make room 
for something els~. Cut out television if you will, not all of it, but 
at le~st reduce the number of hours that you spend sitting in front of 
the television. or course, no one can tell you what to out out. But 
this, I think, is the Place to b&~18, clearing the decks, and simplifying 
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living. 

SECOND: Read something. Read something that you might not otherwise 
read. Read something that will help you to grow sp1r1tu~lly. We spend 
such pain in feeding our bodies, but spend so little time and thought i 
feeding our minds and spirits. Take a half hour each day if you will t 
read a religious book or a devotional. Let it take your mind out into 
deeper waters where it will come in touch with those great minds that h 
been so close to the mind of God. Mediate over what you read. Pray 
about it. I hesitate to wonder what might happen in this church if all 
of us started to do this, taking a half hour, or a half hour each week 
just to read, and meditate and pray. 

THIRD: Tackle something in yourself. Look at yourself critically. 
Be honest with yourself. Look at yourself objectively. Hold yourself 
in front of a mirror. Ask a close friend what your weakest point is. 
I 'm sure he' 11 tell you. And then do sof!e thing about it! It may be 
that you're too critical. It may be that you lack patience. It may 
be that you need to be more industrious in your work. It may be that 
you need to be more outgoing in your understanding .and affection for 
people. It may be that you talk too much and think too little. 

FOURTH: Do something for someone else. Reach out to people. Reach out 
to some one person beyond your normal. c irc·le of friends. Reach into 
another person's life and do something to ouicken 1t. Bring, it joy and 
happiness. 

These then are the four things you can do. 
Read something. Tackle something in yourself. 
else. 

Cut out something. 
Do something for someone 

Le:1t begins in the wilderness, and interestingly enough it end in a 
garden where the things that Jesus orginally discovered and decided upon 
in the wilderness were eventually confirmed and fulfilled. Perhaps in 
the beginning Jesus did not fully appreciate the imPlications of all 
this, but I think that in Gethsemane, he knew. It was the garden that 
Sideny Lanier took the liberty of calling a 11 wood" when he wrote: 

Into the woods My Master went, 
Clean.forspent. forspent. 
Into the woods my master came, 
Forepent with love and shame. 
But the olives - they were not blind to him. 
The lit-tle gray leaves were kind to Him. 
The thron tree had a mind to Him 
When into the woods he camo. 

Out of the woods My Master went. 
And he was well content. 
Out of the woods My master came, 
Content with death and shame. 
When Death and Shame would woo him last 
From under the tree they drew him last, 
T'was on a tree they slew him- last. 
When out of the woods he came. 

LET US PRAY: Guide us Our father, as we try to follow Jesus into the 
wilderness. May this season be for us a time of growth - growth in 
understanding Thee, oursel vee, and others. And when we come out of the 
wilderness, may we come out with the conviction that we too would rather 
ho r1 qht ·.dth Thee, and faa 1l in wna+ we do, than to be wrong with Thee •• 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
EeQ~aJ.Y 2i, 1958 

ORDER QF WORSHIP 

0RGAN PRELUDE • Prelude and Fu~ue in A Mipor Bach 
CALL TO WORSHIP The Minister 
I11MN No. 164 "All hail the power ef Jesus t Name! 
INTROIT (Seated) Into the Woods My MasterWent Lutkim 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Seated, praying in unison) 

Almighty and eternal God~ who search9s the hearts 
of men; we acknowledge and confess that we have sin
ned against thee in thoughtt- word, and deed; th~t we 
have not loved thee with all our heart and soul,with 
all our mind and strength; and that we have not loved 
our neighboZ, as ourse:!.Yesc Forgive us our transgres
sions, and help us to amend our ways, and of thine e~ 
ternal goodness direct l..rhat we shall be~ so that we 
may henceforth walk in the uay of thy commandments, 
and do those things whidl t!D.L'e v1orthy in thy sight; we 
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION AND WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
IHE LORD'S PRAYER Choral Amen 
***** (Interval for ushering) 
T.IIE RESPONSIVE READING Page 571 
TnE GLORIA PATRI 
T.~E AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles' Creed Page 512 
~HHPA-* (Interval for ushering) 
RECEPTION OF MEMBERS 
TI-TE ANTHEM .- Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring Bach 
'lEE SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 4:1-10 
Vli:RSICLES AND RESPONSES 
Tt.iE PASTORAL PRAYER Choral Response 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM - 0 For a Closer Walk With God Foster 
IRESENTATION OF TI'rnES AND CFFERINGS WITH DOXOLOGY 
HYMN No. 149 "In the Cross of Christ I Glory" 
SERMON "A Walk Into The Wilderness" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN Noo 144 "Beneath the Cross of Jesus" 
BENEDICTION 
S:D:.F.:NT PRAYER Choral Amen 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 

Enter to Worship - Depart to serve 

THIS WEEK AT PARK AVENUE METHODIST CHURCH 

TODAY, FEBRUARY 23 
· 6:30 P, M. Young Adult Fellwwship meets for supper and 

good fellowship. All youn! adults, married or sin
gle, cordial~ invited to attend. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25 
8:00 P. Me Membership and Evangelism Commission meets 

on the fourth floor. 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

7r30 P. M. The Second Lenten Service With the Rev. w. 
Kitchell of the Unitarian Church of All Souls 
will preach on "Freedom Through Discipline". 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 
7:30 P. M. Choir Rehearsal. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
1:00 P. M. Club 118611 Inter-faith teenage fellowship. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 1 
10:00 A. M. Bo~ Scouts. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 2 
9:30 A. M. Church School Classes for all ages. 

11:00 A. M. Communion Meditation "In Order to Live". 

OTHER NOTICES 

We are ver,y happy to welcome into the fellowship of the 
· Church this morning the following people; Mr. and Mrs. 

James Bunting, Mr. and Mrs."James Durham, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Reckeweg, Miss Beverly Reckeweg, Mrs. Hazel Reid, 
and Mr. and Mrs. William Spann. We hope our present mem
bers will join the fellowship of the coffee hour follow
ing the service, and take the opportunity to welcome 
these, our .new members, into the church. 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Miss Bar
bara Lynne. The ushers today, are Mr. Joseph Bowater, 
Mr. Johnston Crawford, Mr. Herman Paech, Mr. David Bur• 
kett, and Mr. Stan Strout. The Hostesses today at the 
coffee hour are Mrs. Russell Talley and a friend. 

Copies of the March-April "Upper Room" on the table. 
Also copies of the Annpal Report available in the Office. 


