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"AND JESUS CAME PREACHING"
INTRODUCTION

Last Sunday we spent time looking at the temptation experience of Jesus in the wilderness following His baptism
and before He launched His ministry.
He emerged from that intense time of testing victorious. Recall
for a moment the last line of that description, "and angels ministered to Him".
It's a line that is true in the experience of uncounted millions. There are
recreative forces available in spiritual struggle - the renewal of life in
prayer, the support of fellowship in worship and in our living, the recovery
of vision. From the first temptation experience of Jesus, we move on now to
consider His first sermon and it is in Mark's Gospel that we read:
"Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into
Galilee, preaching the Gospel of God, and saying, 'The time is fulfilled and the Kingdom of
God is at hand. Repent and believe in the
Gospel"'.
Jesus came preaching. A simple historical state~
ment. Yet it is impossible to exhaust its mean~
ing for the Church. The fact that Jesus came preaching should gleam before
our memory when the fogs of discouragement drift in on us. So often the chief
reliances of the Church • preaching and teaching - seem to be so uncertain and
doubtful. Set along side of today's awe inspiring miracles of propaganda and
promotion and publicity- the press, the TV, the radio, the motion-picture teaching and preaching seem so frail, especially in view of the fact that the
treasure of the Gospel has to be earried from one generati6n to another in
such earthen vessels.
JESUS CAME PREACHING

But this was the means that Jesus chose. In the beginning was the Word,
and to the end of His life on earth, it was the Word. He might have chosen any
means. As the late George Buttrick said,
"Jesus could have written books.
'Jesus came preaching'"·

Instead,

He trusted His most precious sayings to the blemished reputation and precarious
memory of His friends, thus disproving that "the faintest ink is better than
the strongest memory". That fact, if we think of it deeply, has power to
hearten us onward. ~fuerever Christ's word is taught or spoken and expressed,
as it was when He uttered it, in life as well as in speech, there God is in
the midst. Those who teach and preach His word should never forget that.
DEVELOPMENT

Fresh then from the waters of Baptism and the rigors of that
intense, subjective and arduous temptation time, Jesus came
into Galilee, preaching:
"The time is fulfilled and the Kingdom of God
is at hand. Repent. Believe in the Gospel."

And this constituted His first sermon. Suppose we analyze it. It was a "four ...
pointer" And it was brief. It was made up of two assert i9ns in the indicat-ive
mood and two words in the ~imperative.
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First, the indicatives.
at hand".

"The time is fulfilled.

The Kingdom of God is

These announcements generate and convey some strong currents of urgency.
There 1 s something very exciting about what Jesus was saying here. It was not
an urgency based on fear or threat. The motivation, rather, was altogether
positive. The time ~ the appointed time has comel What ages past have been
longing for has now arrived. The Kingdom is now here in the person of the
King. Something wants to happen. Something wonderful. Let it happen. "The
time is fulfilled".
And "The Kingdom of God is at hand". This was, beyond all questions, the
main subject of the teaching of Jesus. The changing climates of opinion have
passed over this theme - what Jesus meant by the Kingdom of God ~ more almost
than any other subject in the Gospels. It has been exposed to the constant
danger of having people take one fragment of the great conception and interpret
it as the whole. To this entire matter the words of Coleridge apply:
"Make any truth too definite, and you make it too
small!"
There is an apocalyptic element, an ethical and a social element; but none
of these alone is the Kingdom of God. Ernest Scott puts it into one sentence:
"The Kingdom of God as Jesus conceived it was at once
the higher spiritual order, the better righteousness,
the larger human brotherhood, the life of inward fel~
lowship with God. None of these excludes the other."
The Kingdom is the reign of God, His sovereignity over mind and heart and
will, and in the world. It is Sonship to God and brotherly;-. relations with
men. It is in the future, but whenever a human life is brought into harmony
with God's purpose, it is in the present.
MAIN THEME OF HIS DISCIPLES

The main theme of Jesus must be the main
theme of His disciples and messengers, if they

are to truly be His messengers.
The great tragedies of Church history have occured in those periods when
Jesus' theme of the Kingdom of God was made secondary or was forgotten en•
tirely. Whenever Christian teaching has been a divisive force in the body of
Christ, whenever it has led brother to strive against brother, whenever it has
failed to catch the imagination of people, it has been a long way from the
teaching of the Kingdom of God. That Kingdom must be preached in season and
out of season. A world of competing sovereignities needs the sovereignity of
God.
ll1PERATIVES

Then, the imperatives. The imperatives rise quite
from the indicatives. Any time Jesus comes beside
proceeds to declare that the time is fulfilled and the Kingdom is at
are in something of a crisis situation. We cannot simply assimilate
and then go on with business as usual.

naturally
us and
hand, we
His Word

Charles Schultx, the author of Peanuts, did a cartoon a while back that

.. 3 depicts a church group that is about to embark upon a time of Bible study and
the leader calmly announces:
"Our study tonight will be on the meaning of the 12th
chapter of Revelation, after which our group will go
bowling and end the evening with pizza and coke .. "
Read the 12th chapter of Revelation and you'll discover as I did that it's not
very compatible with bowling. If that chapter is true, bowling really doesn't
matter. In other words, if the time is fulfilled and the kingdom is at hand,
then a lot of things you and I are about simply do not matter.
Therefore, we must repent and believe. It may be that Mark in this pas"
sage records Jesus as making an addition to the preaching of repentance by
John the Baptist. Jesus called people to repentance as emphatically as did
John. But there is this notable difference, this notable addition - believe in
the Gospel. The phrase sounds more like the language of the early Christian
Church than like the speech of Jesus. If so, it is a small'matter. What is
represented by the words runs all through the teaching and acts of Jesus.
Jesus never minimized sin or repentance. He proclaimed that 11 A new order
is at hand. Get a mind - a new mind - that fits it. Clean up your act." But
He brought more than judgement and high demand for a turning away from life's
sinful ways. He brought Good News. He was the Good News. It was voiced in
that phrase, "Your Heavenly Father". It spoke in His v-rord, "Come unto Me".
There was the good news of reliance on God, of utter and complete confidence
in His love, of the invitation to believe in that love and to accept it
personally. That was not to be heard in the voice of John the Baptist.
And we find it in the Beatitudes, the emphasis on the happiness, the
blessedness, which comes into a life when that life is brought into harmo~
with the will of God.
Jesust call to repentance must be given to our world with all the force
that can be summoned. It is the invitation to a life of trust and blessedness
in harmo~ with Him. And there may be some one person present this hour who
needs to hear that wonderful invitation and to accept it. "Believe the good
news of a God of unfailing love". Trust. Obey. Bring your life into harmony
with him.
TO BELIEVE

Recently one of our publications carried a statement that was
written by a seminary student. It is called a "Theologian 1 s
Rewrite" of Peter's Great Confession at Casarea Philippi. Remember how Jesus
turned to His disciples and asked, "Who do you say that I am". Peter steps
forward (and in the reworded statement of the student) replies:
"You are the eschatological manifestation of the ground
of our being; the kergyma manifested in conflict and
decision in the humanized process".
And Jesus replies, "What was that you said, Peter?
What does it mean to believe in the Gospel.

Give it to me again. 11
To believe in the Gospel,

- 4to believe in God and in His Kingdom is not to add one more unit to the world
we already know. It is to see the same world as the unbeliever sees, but to
apprehend it in an entirely different light. Frequently, we who believe feel
that we are called upon to defend another category of reality that we call
"divinity". After we have wrestled with "time" and "money" and "place" and
"school" and "status", we feel obliged - beyond all these f> to maintain a loyalty
to yet another category called God. But when God calls us to believe, He is
calling us to see the same world that others see, but to see that world ••• to
"behold" it in a totally different light.
Let me try to bring the Kingdom of God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ
down to where you and I live. Think of it this way:
In whatever heart - rapacity gives way to contentment; anxiety gives
way to trust; vengeance gives way to forgiveness; domination gives way to
service; despair gives way to hope; hate gives way to love - there the Kingdom
is established. It is present. And when you say tha.t you believe in the
Gospel, it means in effect that you believe in God, as your Heavenly Father.
You're saying:
"Look •••• I am handing myself over to •••• I accept God's
definition of~ life. I accept God's purpose for
the world and my part in it."
BRINGING IT TOGETHER

Jesus addressed His words to individuals like ourselves. The problems in life He leaves to us.
The problem of life is what He came to help us solve. He shapes people that
they in turn might shape the world. W~ · need fewer belie'fs about Him and more
belief in Him.
And as we stand to ,·:is Word precisely where those first followers stood
back there in Galilee, 200 years, we seeks our response. That's the amazing
thing. Just as He came to them, so too does He comes to us ••• quietly and
thoughtfully. Even as the Kingdom was "at hand" to them, so too this Kingdom
of God is nigh to us. It's there for us to enter. Eternity knocks at the
door of our hearts to enter. "The time is fulfilled. The Kingdom is at
hand". For some present, it may be the first time. For others, it may be
the last time. To accept. To enter. ~o~respond. To live it ••• day in and
day out.
History, after all, is essentially a tale of Two Kingdom: the kingdom of
the self. The Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of self is summed up in those
angry words from the Gospel, "He will not have this man to reign over us". The
Kingdom of God is represented by those words spoken by strangers on the Road to
Emmaus who, when the King drew nigh, walked with them, reached out to Him and
they said:
"Abide with us ••• for it is toward evening and the
day is spent. Their eyes were opened and they
knew Him."

-sPRAYER

God, Our Father, make us deeply sensitive to Your presence,
your spirit, Your nearness in these moments. Move within our
hearts. Abide with us in days ahead. Walk with us in the paths we go as
we now depart from this Church. All of this we now ask in the spirit of
our Lord and Master. Amen.
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AND JESUS CAME PREACHING"

INTRODUCTION

Last Sunday we spent tire looking at the temptation experience of Jesus in the wilderness following His baptism
and before He launched His ministry.
He emerged from that intense time of testing victorious. Recall
for a moment the last line of that description; "and angels ministered to Him".
It's a line that is true in the experience of uncounted millions. There are
recreative forces available in spiritual struggle - the renewal of life in
prayer, the support of fellowship in worship and in our living, the recovery
of vision. From the first temptation experience of Jesus, we move on now to
consider His first sermon and it is in Mark's Gospel that we read:
"Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into
Galilee, preaching the Gospel of God, and saying, 'The time is fulfilled and the Kingdom of
God is at hand. Repent and believe in the
Gospel'"·
JESUS CAME PREACHING

Jesus came preaching. A simple historical statement. Yet it is impossible to exhaust its meaning for the Church. The fact that Jesus came preaching should gleam before
our memory when the fogs of discouragement drift in on us. So often the chief
reliances of the Church - preaching and teaching - seem to be so uncertain and
doubtful. Set along side of today's awe inspiring miracles of propaganda and
promotion and publicity- the press, the TV, the radio, the motion-picture teaching and preaching seem so frail, especially in view of the fact that the
treasure of the Gospel has to be earried from one generatiOn to another in
such earthen vessels.
But this was the means that Jesus chose. In the beginning was the Word,
and to the end of His life on earth, it was the Word. He might have chosen any
means. As the late George Buttrick said,
"Jesus could have written books.
'Jesus came preaching 111 •

Instead,

He trusted His most precious sayings to the blemished reputation and precarious
memory of His friends, thus disproving that "the faintest ink is better than
the strongest memory". That fact, i f we think of it deeply, has power to
hearten us onward. 1.-Jherever Christ's word is taught or spoken and expressed,
as it was when He uttered it, in life as well as in speech, there God is in
the midst. Those who teach and preach His word should never forget that.
DEVELOPMENT

Fresh then from the waters of Baptism and the rigors of that
intense, subjective and arduous temptation time, Jesus came
into Galilee, preaching:
"The tire is fulfilled and the Kingdom of God
is at hand. Repent. Believe in the Gospel."

And this constituted His first sermon. Suppose we analyze it. It was a "fourpointer" And it was brief. It was made up of two assert ions in the indicative
mood and two words in the imperative.
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First, the indicatives.
at hand".

"The time is fulfilled.

The Kingdom of God is

These announcements generate and convey some strong currents of urgency.
There 1 s something very exciting about what Jesus was saying here. It was not
an urgency based on fear or threat. The motivation, rather, was altogether
positive. The time - the appointed time has come1 What ages past have been
longing for has nOW" arrived. The Kingdom is now here in the person of the
King. Something wants to happen. Something wonderful. Let it happen. "The
time is fulfilled".
And "The Kingdom of God is at hand". This was, beyond all questions, the.
main subject of the teaching of Jesus. The changing climates of opinion have
passed over this theme - what Jesus meant by the Kingdom of God - more almost
than any other subject in the Gospels. It has been exposed to the constant
danger of having people take one fragment of the great conception and interpret
it as the whole. To this entire matter the words of Coleridge apply:
"Make any truth too definite, and you make it too
small!"
There is an apocalyptic element, an ethical and a social element; but none
of these alone is the Kingdom of God. Ernest Scott puts it into one sentence:
"The Kingdom of God as Jesus conceived it was at once
the higher spiritual order, the better righteousness,
the larger human brotherhood, the life of inward fellowship with God. None of these excludes the other."
The Kingdom is the reign of God, His sovereignity over mind and heart and
will, and in the world. It is Sonship to God and brotherly relations with
men. It is in the future, but whenever a human life is brought into harmony
with God's purpose, it is in the present.
MAIN THEME OF HIS DISCIPLES

The main theme of Jesus must be the main
theme of His disciples and messengers, if they

are to truly be His messengers.
The great tragedies of Church history have occured in those periods when
Jesus' theme of the Kingdom of God was made secondary or was forgotten entirely. Whenever Christian teaching has been a divisive force in the body of
Christ, whenever it has led brother to strive against brother, whenever it has
failed to catch the imagination of people, it has been a long way from the
teaching of the Kingdom of God. That Kingdom must be preached in season and
out of season. A world of competing sovereignities needs the sovereignity of
God.
IMPERATIVES

Then, the imperatives. The imperatives rise quite
from the indicatives. Any time Jesus comes beside
proceeds to declare that the time is fulfilled and the Kingdom is at
are in something of a crisis situation. We cannot simply assimilate
and then go on with business as usual.

naturally
us and
hand, we
His Word

Charles Schultx, the author of Peanuts, did a cartoon a while back that
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depicts a church group that is about to embark upon a time of Bible study and
the leader calmly announces:
"Our study tonight will be on the meaning of the 12th
chapter of Revelation, after which our group will go
bowling and end the evening with pizza and coke."
Read the 12th chapter of Revelation and you'll discover as I did that it's not
very compatible with bowling. If that chapter is true, bowling really doesn't
matter. In other words, if the time is fulfilled and the kingdom is at hand,
then a lot of things you and I are about simply do not matter.
Therefore, we must repent and believe. It may be that Mark in this pas•
sage records Jesus as making an addition to the preaching of repentance by
John the Baptist. Jesus called people to repentance as emphatically as did
John. But there is this notable difference, this notable addition - believe in
the Gospel. The phrase sounds more like the language of the early Christian
Church than like the speech of Jesus. If so, it is a small matter. What is
represented by the words runs all through the teaching and acts of Jesus.
Jesus never minimized sin or repentance. He proclaimed that "A new order
is at hand. Get a mind - a new mind - that fits it. Clean up your act." But
He brought more than judgement and high demand for a turning away from life's
sinful ways. He brought Good News. He was the Good News. It was voiced in
that phrase, "Your Heavenly Father". It spoke in His word, 11 Come unto Me 11 •
There was the good news of reliance on God, of utter and complete confidence
in His love, of the invitation to believe in that love and to accept it
personally. That was not to be heard in the voice of John the Baptist.
And we find it in the Beatitudes, the emphasis on the happiness, the
blessedness, which comes into a life when that life is brought into harmony
with the will of God.
Jesust call to repentance must be given to our world with all the force
that can be summoned. It is the invitation to a life of trust and blessedness
in harmony with Him. And there may be some one person present this hour who
needs to hear that wonderful invitation and to accept it. "Believe the good
news of a God of unfailing love". Trust. Obey. Bring your life into harmony
with him.
TO BELIEVE

Recently one of our publications carried a statement that was
written by a seminary student. It is called a "Theologian's
Rewrite" of Peter's Great Confession at Casarea Philippi. Remember how Jesus
turned to His disciples and asked, "Who do you say that I am". Peter steps
forward (and in the reworded statement of the student) replies:
"You are the eschatological manifestation of the ground
of our being; the kergyma manifested in conflict and
decision in the humanized process".
And Jesus repli,es, "What was that you said, Peter? Give it to me again."
V'ihat does it mean to believe in the Gospel.

To believe in the Gospel,

- 4to believe in God and in His Kingdom is not to add one more unit to the •rorld
we already know. It is to see the same world as the unbeliever sees, but to
apprehend i t in an entirely dHJ'erent light. Frequently, we who believe feel
that we are called upon to defend another category of reality that we call
"divinity". After >ole have wrestled with "time" and "money" and "place" and
"school" and "status", we feel obliged - beyond all these· ~ to maintain a loyalty
to yet another category called God. But t-rhen God calls us to believe, He is
calling us to see the same world that others see, but to see that world. u to
"behold" it in a totally different light.
Let me try to bring the Kingdom of God and the Gos:pel of ,Jesus Christ
down to where you and I 1 i ve • Think of it this way:
',. '.,._

In whatever heart ~rapacity gives way to contentment; anxiety gives
way to trust; vengeance:gives way to forgiveness; domination gives way to
service; despair gives way to hope; hate gives way to love - there the Kingdom
is established. It is present. And when you say tha.t ,you believe in the
Gospel, it means in effect that you believe in God, as your Heavenly Father.
You're saying:
"Look •••• I am handing myself over to •••• I accept God 1 s
definition of my life. I accept God 1 s purpose for
the world and my part in it."
BRINGING IT TCGETHER

Jesus addressed His words to individuals like ourselves. The problems in life He leaves to us.
The problem of life is what He carne to heip us solve. He shape_s people that
they in turn might shape the Horld. W~ need fe>-rer beliefs about Him and more
belief in Himo
.
And as we stand to is Word precisely where those first follm·rers stood
back there in Galilee, 200 years, w.;e see~s our response. That 1 s the amazing
thing o Just as He came to them, so too does He comes to us. o .quietly and
thoughtfully. Even as the Kingdom was "a~ hand11 to them, so too this Kingdom
of God is nigh to us. It's there for us to enter. Eternity knocks at the
door of our hearts to enter. "The time is fulfilled. The Kingdom is at
hand". For some present, it may be the first time. For others, it may be
.the last time. To accept. To enter. To respond. To live it ••• day in and
day out.
History, after all, is essentially a tale of Two Kingdom: the kingdom of
the self. The Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of self is summed up in those
angry words from the Gospel, "He will not have this man to reign over us 11 • The
Kingdom of God is represented by those words spoken by strangers on the Road to
Emmaus who, when the King drew nigh, walked with them, reached out to Him and
they said:
"Abide with us ••• for it is toward evening and the
day is spent. T'neir eyes were opened and they
knew Him."
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PRAYER

God, Our Father, make us deeply sensitive to Your presence,
your spirit, Your nearness in these moments. Move within our
hearts. Abide with us in days ahead. Walk with us in the paths we go as
we now depart .from this Church. All of this we now ask in the spirit of
our Lord and Master. Amen.
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AND JESUS CAME PREACHING"

INTRODUCTION

For the past two Sundays we have been thinking about the
temptation experience of Jesus in the wilderness following His
baptism and before He launched His ministry.

He emerged from that intense time of testing victorious. Recall for a
moment the last line of that description, 11 and angels ministered to Him11 • It 1 s
a line that is true in the experience of uncounted millions. There are recreative forces available in spiritual struggle - the renewal of life in prayer,
the support of fellowship in worship and in our living, the recover.y of vision.
From the first temptation of Jesus, we now move on to consider His first sermon.
vie read in Mark 1 s Gospel:
"Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the Gospel of God, and saying, 'The time is fnllfiifuCE.ed and the Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and
believe in the Gospeln.
JESUS CAME PREACHING

Jesus came preaching. A simple historical statement.
Yet it is impossible to exhaust its meaning for the
Church. The fact that Jesus came preaching should gleam before our memory when
the fogs of discouragement drift in. So often the chief reliances of the Church preaching and teaching - seem to be so uncertain and doubtful. Set along side
of today's awe-inspiring miracles of propaganda and promotion and publicity the press, the TV, the radio, the motion-picture - teaching and preaching seem
so frail, especially in view of the fact that the treasure of the Gospel has to
be carried from one generation to another in such earthen vessles.
But this was the means that Jesus chose. In the beginning was the Word, and
to the end of His life it was the word. He might have chosen any means. As the
late George Buttric~ said,
ttJesus could have written books.
came preaching'".

Instead, 'Jesus

He trusted His most precious sayings to the blemished reputation and precarious
of His friends. And that fact, if we think of it deeply, has power to
hearten us onward. l~eYever Christ's word is taught or spoken and expressed, as
it was when He uttered it, in life as well as in speech, there God is in the
midst1 Those who teach and preach His word should never forget that.
memo~

DEVELOPMENT

Fresh then from the waters of baptism and the rigors of that
intense, subjective and arduous temptation, Jesus came into
Galilee, preaching:
ttThe time is fulfilled and the Kingdom of God is
at hand. Repent. Believe in the Gospel.n
This constituted His first sermon. Let's analyze it. It was a four-pointer. It
was brief. It was made up of tm assertions in the indicative mood and two words
in the imperative.
First, the indicatives.
hand. 11

"The time is fulfilled.

The Kingdom of God is at

'
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These announcements generate and convey same strong currents of urgency.
There's something ve~ exciting about what Jesus was saying here. It was not
an urgency based on fear or threat. The motivation, rather, was altogether
positive. The time - the appointed time has come£ What ages pa.st have been
longing for has now arrived. The kingdom is now here in the p:Jrson of the
king. Something wants to happen. Something wonderful. Let it happen.
"The
time is fulfilledtt.
ttThe kingdom of God is at hand •" This was, beyond all questions, the main
subject of the teaching of Jesus. The changing climates of opinion have passed
over this theme - what Jesus meant by the Kingdom of God - more almost than
any other subject in the Gospels. It has been exposed to the constant danger
of having men take one fragment of the great conception and interpret it as
the whole. To this entire matter the words of Coleridge apply,
tM:ake any truth too definite, and you make it too small'tt

1

There is an apocalyptic element,_ an ethical anq a social element; but none
of these alone is the Kingdom of God. Ernest Scott puts it into one sentence:
"The Kingdom of God as Jesus conceived it was at once the
higher spiritual order, the better righteousness, the larger
human brotherhood, the life of inward fellmo~ship with God.
None of these excludes the other•t.
The kingdom is the reign of God, His sovereignity over mind and heart and
will, end in the world. It is Sonship to God and brotherly relations with men.
It is in the future, but vtlenever a human life is brought into harmony with
God 1 s purpose, it is iB the present.
MAIN THEME OF HIS DISCIPJES

The main theme of Jesus must be the main theme
of His disciples and messengers, if they are to

be truly His messengers.
The great tragedies of Church histo~ have occured in those periods when
,Jesus 1 theme of the Kingdan of God was rrade secondary or was forgotten entirely.
~~enever Christian teaching has been a divisive force in the body of Christ,
whenever it has led brother to strive against brother, whenever it has failed to
catch the imagination of men, it has been a long way from the teaching of the
Kingdom of God. That kingdom must be preached in season and out of season. A
world of competing sovereignities needs the sovereignity of God.
Then, the imperatives. The imperatives rise qui;!;.~ naturally
from the indicatives. Any time Jesus comes beside us and proceeds to declare that the time is fulfilled and the kingdom is at hand, we are in
something of a crisis. We cannot simply assimilate His word and go on with
business as usual.
IMPERA.TIVES

Charles Schultz, the author of Peanuts did a cartoon a while back that
depicts a church group that is about to embark upon a time of Bible study and
the leader announces calmly:
"Our study tonight will be on the meaning of the 12th chapter of Revelation, after which our group will go bowling.n

- 3 I read the 12th Chapter of Revelation yesterday and discovered it's not very
compatible with bowling. If that chapter is true, bowling really doesn't
matter. In other words, if the time is fulfilled and the Kingdom is at hcnd
then a lot of things you and I are about simply do not matter.
Therefore, we must rep:lnt and believe. It may be that Mark in this
passage records Jesus as making an addition to the preaching. of repentance by
John the Baptist. Jesus called men to repentance as emphatically as did John.
But there is here this notable difference, this notable additicn - believe in
the Gospel. The phrase sounds more like the language of tlj.e ear:l;y Christian
Church than like the speech of Jesus. I€ so, it.is a small matter. What is
represented by the words runs all through the teaching and acts of Jesus.
Jesus never minimized sin or repentance. He proclaimed, ttA new order is
at hand. Get a new mind that fits it.n. But He brought more than judgement
and inflexible demand for a turning away from sinful ways. He brought good
news. He was good news. It was voiced in the phrase, nyour heavenly Father".
It spoke in His word, "Come unto Men. There was the goOd news of reliance on
God, of utter confidence in His love, of the invitation to believe in that love
arrl to accept it personaLly. That is not to be heard in John the Baptist.
We find it in the Beatitudes, the stress on the happiness, the blessedness,
which comes into a life when that life is brought into harmony with the will of
God.
Jesus 1 call to repentance must be given to our world with all the force
that can be summoned.l_A new order is emerging. An utterly new world has been
created by new powers over nature. Into this wCb.Illdr)old ways of thinking and
acting will not fit. We must get a new mind, new ways of living that make
survival possible. But this is only a part of the message of Jesus. 1f1e must
also carry to all I:!::i,s children His injuction, ttBelieve the good news of a Goo
of unfailing lovett.

I
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·

It is the invitation to a life of trust and blessedness in harmony with
Him. And there may be some person present this hour who needs to hear that
invitation and to accept it. ttBelieve the good news of a Goo of unfailing
lovett. Trust. Obey and bring your life into harroony with Him.
TO BELIEVE

Recently I came across a staterrent that vms 1-li'i tten by a
seminary student. It is called a "Theologian's Rewrite" of
Peter's great confession. Remember how Jesus turned to His disciples and asked,
"Who do you sey- that I am?n Peter steps forward and replies:
"You are the eschatological manifestation of the ground of
our being; the kergyma manifested in conflict and decision
in the humanized process."
And Jesus replies, ''What was that you said, Peter?tt
What does it mean to believe in the Gospel?
To believe in the Gospel,
to believe in God and in His Kingdom is not to add one more unit to the wcrld
we already know. It is to see the same tmrld as the unbelieve sees, but to
apprehend it in an entirely different light. Frequently, we who believe feel that
we are called upon to defend another category of reality that we call "divinity".
After we have wrestled with ntime" and "money" and 11 plac~n and ttschooln and
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nstatus", we feel obliged - beyond all these - to maintain a loyalty to yet
another category called God. But when God calls us to believe, He is calling
us to see the same world that others see, but to see that world ••• to nbehold"
it ••• in a total~ different light.
Let me try to bring the Kingdom of God and the Gospel of Christ down to
where you and I live.
Think of it this way. In v1hatever heart - rapacity gives way to contentment; anxiety gives way to trust; vengeance gives way to forgiveness; domination gives way to service; despair gives way to hope; hate gives way to love there the KINGOOM is established. It is present. And when you say that you
believe in the Gospel, it means in effect that you believe in God, as your
Heavenly Father. You're saying:
"Look •••• I am handing myself over to •••• I accept God's
definition of my life. I accept God's purpose for the
world and my part in it."
BRINGING IT TffiEI'HER

Jesus addressed His words to individuals like ourselves. The problans in life He leaves to us. The
problem of life is what He cane to heJ.p us solve. He shapes people that they
in turn might shape the world.

And we stand to His Word precisely where those first followers stood back
there in Galilee, 2000 years ago. That's the amazing thing. Just as He came to
them, so too He comes to us. Even as the Kingdom was rtat handtt to them, so too
this Kingdom of God is nigh to us. It's there for us to enter. Eternity knocks
at the door of our hearts to enter. nThe time is fulfilled. The Kingdcm is at
hand". For some present, it may be the first time. For others, it may be the
last time. To accept. To enter. To respond. To live it.
Histor.y, after all, is essentially a tale of two kingdoms: the kingdom of
the self. The kingdom of God. The kingdom of self is summed up in those
angr.y words from the Gospel, nvle will not have this man to reign over us". The
Kingdom of Gcxi is represented by those words spoken by strangers on the Road
to Emmaus who •••• when the king drew nigh, walked with them, reached out to Him
and said:
they
ttAbid.e with us •••• for it is tovJard evening and the
day is spent.
Their eyes were opened. And they
knew Himrt.
PRAY:ffi

God, our Father, make us sensitive to your presence, your spirit,
your nearness in these moments at the End of this service of praise.
Open our eyes that we may recognize Your presence among us. Move within our
hearts. Abide with us in the days ahead. Walk with us in the paths we go as
we now de:r:art from this Church. All this, in the spirit of Christ, our Lord and
Saviour. Amen

,.
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"THE WILDERNESS EXPERIENCEtt
Part II
ttThen Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And He fasted
forty days and forty nights, and afterward He was
hungry. And the tempter came and said to Him,
'If you are the Son of God ••• '''
(Matthew 4: 1 - 3)
INTRODUCTION

And so we come to the second part of' a two-part sermon, and I'm
worried. For it seems that in our time, the sequel is never
quite as good as the original. You know what I mean. Jaws II was not as good
as Ja1.vs I. Godfather I was much better than Godfather II. And so it goes ....
As we take another look at the wilderness experience 9f Jesus, we find that
it parallels our life situations in certain ways, and I would suggest three
things that were probably happening to Jesus in the wilderness, three things that
may also be happening to us, as we walk through the wilderness. And remember
this, too, one does not have to travel to Palestine to be in the wilderness. One
·can be in the wilderness standing in the middle of Times Square in this city.
WHO AM I

First, I believe that sooner or later each of us has to answer the
question, ''Who am I?". This was the basic issue Jesus was dealing
with in His struggle there in the wilderness of Judea. And none of us really
knows where he's going in life until he has answered it. Who am I?

Now one of the problems we all face is that there are usually a good many
people around us who would like to tell us who we are. Sometimes parents do it
for their children. Television producers do it for television watchers. Your
friends, your family, your wife or husband - all are engaged in shaping their
expectations of you and urging you and pressing you to fit into the mould.
The people writing in the field of Transactional Analysis have helped to remind us how much we live out those scripts which others have written for us. We
may think we 1 re responding to people and events when we are merely living out
scenarios which have been written for us by people a long time back And when we
do this, we're living out someone else's view of who we are rather than our own.
Now - it's one thing to know that we're responding to our past, but quite
another thing to break from it and live as your own person in the present.
Bernard Berkowitz reports that a patient of his on discovering he'd been
living someone else's script and needed to change once burst out rather indignantly,
"But that would mean that I've wasted the first 40 years of my lifeLu Berkowitz
goes on to write:
"Some people would prefer to go on making the same mistake for
another 40 years that admit it and cut their loses. People
are very stubborn. Sometimes they secretly believe that if
they keep on long enough with their preconceived behavior
theyrll make it right.n
Many of us do not want to admit we 1ve been wrong or risk a change. It 1 s
quite possible for people to go through life never having to answer this basic
question ''Who am I" - or answering it by accepting soHeone else's answer.

.-------..-,-------------------~-----
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I believe that for every one of us - at some point along the way - there
comes that moment when we are thrust headlong into answering it, crucial moments
when it comes to a ~. I think 1-1e have to answer it when we choose a vocation.
(If my work is to fulfill me, how do I knmv "'Jhat to do unless I kno-v1 who I am).
I think we need to answer this question before we marry, assuming we choose to.
(If I am to give myself to the one I profess to love, what self do I have to give?)
The auestion needs to be answered on the basis of present reality - not who
was I bef~re, but vklo <IDt I now. This is the struggle of Jesus in tte wilderness.
Suppose He had answered the question by saying, tti 1 m a carpenter. I have a good
life here in Nazareth. I make a good living. I don't want to rock any boats.
I have family responsibilities. Sure, there are a lot of things to be done,
but they're out of my linen.
But He didn"t make that answer. He did not listen to the voices of what He
had been in the past, nor the expectations of friends arrl family. He listened
to what God was asking of Him and what it would mean for Him in the future.
And so it is Hith us. 11Who am I?"

ALONE

The second point to touch on is that there are some questions in life
1..rhich can only be answered alone.

This may threaten us for some are afraid of being alone. "I take my radio to
bed with me so I won 1 t have to think 11 · says the teenager and in so doing expresses
an attitude not at all limited to her generation. Think for a moment of the way
we keep ourselves overprogrammed and overscheduled so that there is always something
outside ourselves demanding our time.
And what is it that makes us afraid of times 11 alone 1t? ~lhy do we avoid them?
Is it because when we're alone, we have to live with the people we really are and
not the people we present to the world all day long? Without.pressure from the
outside, all kinds of things that we've pushed down in the press of things rise
to confront us.
1'l:Jhy ·lim I Afraid to Tell you Who I Amtt is the title of a paper back that
appeared on book shelves recently, and the answer is nbecause I 1 m afraid that if
I tell you, you won't like it and that is all I have to offertt.
All of us have
those areas where we cover-up and camouflage because we are not comfortable with
ourselves. If we don't like ourselves, then we can be threatened when we're
alone with ourselves.

So, most of us keep running ••• and running. In our activist culture, we can often
find ourselves like the person who jumped on his horse and rode off in all
directions, unless we have centered dmm on some kind of inner direction that makes
sense for us. And so I say to all of you ttwork-aholics" out there ••• those great
decisims of life should not be trusted to a time when you're pressured,
harrassed and surrounded by distractions of daily living. Each of us needs a
time away to reflect, to evaluate, to decide, to look to the future.

~

fail to
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If- an-i-mpe.rt-BR:lr-eusiness-mat:te;r-ean-cause-a-pers-eR-t-e-do-l-oneJ:y-ttseul-searching11 ,
b..ow~much ..mor.e-is. required- of those. of. us ~who -would know-the~-deeper meaning and
direct.ion of our lives? When Jesus went into the wilderness, it was for the
purpose of being alone with Himself and God - there to face the crucial questions
of His ministry.

- 3 A SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY

It was in that wilderness eN:perience that Jesus
sought a sense of direction for His life which
was a result of finding out nwho He wasn - and third and just as important,
perhaps even more important, it was there He accepted responsibility for where
He went from there.
Which is pemaps another way of saying that He "internalized" God's
demands upon Himself, and they became His own demands upon Himself. It was this
as much as anything that wouJd enable Him to say again and again in His teaching,
"It has been said of old ••• but I say unto you". He was not totally breaking
with the authority of the past, but He was willing to accept this responsibility
for being His own authority for teaching a new point of view. And this would
startle the people of His time because He had no formal theological education as
such, yet He had this internal authority from having lived with the truth and
made it His own.
1~e have much to learn from Jesus in this regard.
I think that most of us
want to make other people responsible for what we do. We blame it on others parents, a wife or husband, the boss, the teacher, yes - the minister. It
reminds me of a lecture given by a professor in seminary on tiThe Minister As
the Pin Cushion". People ••• unable to accept responsibility for themselves,
their failures and frustratims, like to stick pins into others.

We like to make others responsible for what we do. One think of the
parents who quote Dr. Spack as if he had the sole right to decide for them how
they will rear their children, or the teacher who holds sanething to be true
simply because this person or that person said it. But I also think of Martin
Luther "Who said,
11

It is neither 1dse nor honest for a man to go
against his own conscience."

I suggest to you that somewhere in your life, in my life, there ought to
come that moment when we s~, nr am responsible for myself. I accept for myself
the responsibility for my life and what I am making of it.•t And to that degree
to which we can do this we becane mature, effective people. And to the degree
that we want others to do this for us we become weak, dependent and limited
persons.
ILLUSTRATICN

Maggie Savoy was Woman's Editor of the Los Angeles Times until
a couple of years ago. She died of cancer of the esophagus. It
was - in her oiv.n words - the second time around because in the mid sixties she
had undergone surgery in her abdominal region and recovered for five years before
tt struck again.
·
She left behind piles of "raw notes" which she had hoped to make into a book
to help other people face the ordeal she was going through. She wrote:
"I've learned a lot ••• practically all of it the hard way ••
about life and living. I've learned a lot about dying.
I was lucky I faced my own death, for I have lived more,
loved more, acccmplished more, been more in these last
years than in all the other years put together.
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- 4nuke the fact of cancer, I have learned anotl:1er fact. I
may not have the choice over what kills me, but I do have
a choice over what I kill. I have the power to shape, to
make, to spend, to use every single hour still remaining
on the books. And I have the power to shape, to make and
to build love.
These were the only things I owned, the on~ ME there was.
I won't say it came all at once. I don't say it stayed
every t:ime it came. I dcn't say I didn't hate myself other
nights, had other deep rages, other I'm crying for myself
excesses.
I do say it as a truth and as a fact. Jl..nd it profoundly
changed our lives. Slowly, like a 1eft9handed kid learned
to write ••• I learned by practice. One has the power over the
quality of one's li.fe. That is all.u
That is all, but - it is also almost everything. For, if you have power over the
quality of your life, then nothing can ultimately defeat you. The old spiritual
is still correct:
"You must go and stand your trial.
You have to stand it by yourself.
Oh, nobody else can stand it for you.
You have to s tand it by your self • 11 '
Jesus, Our Lord and Saviour, walked that path. Yes, He took His
turn in the wildrness. And there, as He struggled with the temptation to be LESS than He could be, He shaped the quality of His li.fe. In that
experience, He found that God was real and that a personal relationship with
Him was possible. In a sense, He was alone, but in anotrer sense He discovered
He found He was not alone. It was there, as He opened His life to God that He
found out who He was and what the direction of His life would be.
~ONCLUSION

Weeks later, He came through that experience, that time of great testing, •••
and be.cause of this, we can live with hope that you and I can do the same.
There are those times in life, 0 God, when we find ourselves in the
wilderness of doubt, of temptation, of uncertainty, of loneliness.
Times 'When we are tempted to do the right thing for the wrong reason. Times
when we are tempted to be less than the best w·e knCM we can be. Be real to us,
our Fa:ther, in such moments.
PRAYER

M~ those experiences be for us times of great growth, of new insight,
of high decision that we may know who we are and what Your will for us is.
Remembering Jesus, in whom we find life's highest hopes;, and its deeepest
meaning - in His name and spirit we pray.
Amen

