
"ANDREW'' 

INTRODUCTION The four Gospels are unanimous in their witness that close to the 
start of his ministry, Jesus selected twelve men as his companions -

as his cabinet, you might s~. They were not at all the sort that you and I would 
become enthusiastic about if we were on the admissions committee of a sem~ or 
the commissioning body of a missionary board of the Christian Church. They had no 
education. They were not especial~ successful in the work they had been doing. 
They were not of even temper or sparkling personality. They did not stand out as 
men of great character or noticeable piety. 

And even after several months in the company of our Lord, their records were 
spotty. So far from the Blind of Christ, they could not grasp it when he talked to 
them about the necessity of the Cross. So far fram the humility of Christ, they 
were arguing as to who was the greatest among them on the eve of the crucifixion. 
And so far from the courage of Christ, they scattered in every direction when their 
Master marched up a hill to face a Cross. 

Yet these were they wham Jesus chose as his constant companions and as the 
human instruments upon which he would stake the very future of his way and his words. 

ANDREW One of the least conspicusus of the twelve disciples was Andrew. My 
concordance lists six appearances of his name in the Gospels, as compared 

with more than fifty for his more famous brother, Simon Peter. So far as I can 
discover, he is quoted only twice, and even then his words do not appear to have 
been very significant. He never did anything which marked him as a great leader 
or a daring pioneer. I know of no books that have been written about him, or ~ 
poems that sing his praises. He seems to have been a very ordinary man, and yet 
when we look closely at the few pictures we have of Andrew, we know hOif surely 
Jesus needed him as one of the twelve. 

TWO PICTURES OF HIM IN ACTION 

in the Gospel according to John. 

I want us to study two candid camera views of 
Andrew that we have in the New Testament - both 

The first picture that we have of Andrew in action came at the time when ke 
and John were called to be disciples. You'll recall that there were two sets of 
brothers who were fishermen on the Sea of Galilee - Andrew and Simon Peter, and James 
and his brother, John. One from each set - Andrew and John - were first attracted 
by the preaching of John the Baptist, and one imagines that as often as they 
could they would slip away to hear this man who was calling Israel to repentance. 
One day, as they were with John the Baptist, they saw Jesus and hear the Baptist 
pay him tribute as one "who ranks before me". The next day the same thing 
happened, and the two fishermen were so impressed that they followed Jesus and spent 
the better part of the day with Him. That was it. They had found the Master. And 
the very first thing that Andrew did was to find his brother, Simon Peter.· Andrew, 
although impressed by John the Baptist, had never felt any compulsion like he now 
felt. "He first found his brother Simon, and said to him, •we have found the 
Messiah!". One imagines that Simon was pretty skeptical about the whole affair, but 
he came along. 

You can almost picture the scene - Andrew, awkward, and shy, stumbling through 
an introduction, "Jesus •••• I want you to meet my brother Simon", and Jesus looking 
long and steadily at the big fisherman and saying, 11You are Simon ••• from now on your 
name is Cephas" (that is Peter - meaning "a rock"). Here then is our first glimpse of 
Andrew as an admirer of John the Baptist, who became a disciple of Jesus, and whose 
immediate concern was to seek out his brother and bring him to Jesus. 
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Most of us would say that isn't for us, that's not our style, that we don't 
want to be like that - forever charging in to talk about religion at the most 
inopportune moment, making people cringe with embarrassment. So we have resorted 
to silence, taking refuge in that tempting slogan, "Deeds - not words". 

Have you ever stopped to think about the way in which the four Gospels 
ends? In no instance did Jesus propose an elaborate organization for the promotion 
of the gospel. There were no committees appointed, no resolutions adopted, no 
conventions held, no future meetings scheduled. Just the reminder from the Y!Clster 
to his disciples, then and now, that they were entrusted with the living Word 
of God' in their lives and on their lips: "You are~ witnesses". And with that 
as the charter, the Christian church was launched. 

And across the centuries it has depended on both words and deeds. A word 
with a deed to match ••••• either without the other would be half a witness. You 
do not cross the bridge from the four Gospels into the Books of Acts without 
sensing that those early Christians took their commission serious~. They lived 
what they said, and they also said what they livea. And this is our task - this 
is our commission, too. 

If the Christian faith means something that is dear and decisive to you, then 
you have known an Andrew at som.e point along the way. Someone whose words and 
ways intro4uced you to a person, to a power that have made a difference in your 
life. Maybe your Andrew was a parent - a mother, a father - someone who held 
before you the ways of Christ with such appeal that you natural~ grew up as a 
Christian. Or maybe Andrew for you was a teacher or a counsellor who one ~ 
said something and said til in such a way that it made you pause, look up and see 
the Master. Maybe it was a friend who by his blending of deeds and words opened 
some doors that you never knew were there. And if we have lmown an Andrew, then 
we are under orders to be an Andrew. "you are my witnesses". There's no manual 
on how to do it. We 111 probably blunder and stumble, but butter far to blunder 
than to miss a chance to speak the word that can lift a heart and turn a life. 
We know, too, that wherever straight, honest talk about faith and the Gospel is 
supported by sincerity and directed by prayer, it cannot be wasted. 

I have some fine Scottish friends who sometimes mention their affiliation 
and membership in the St. Andrew's society. The more I learn about the original 
!tndrew, the more I like that phrase, "St. Andrew's Society". It occurs to me that 
the real Society of Andrew is limited to no single clan or single centur,r. It is 
~ade up of all those followers of Christ, who with gratitude for what he has meant 
to them, just naturally seek to bring another to meet the Master. 

PRAYER: And now may that spirit that was in thy servant Andrew be also in us 
that we may be good disciples of Jesus Christ. Give us the courage to 

speak the word and to match it with the deed thus spreading the good news of 
Jesus Christ. For it is in his name that we lift our hearts in prayer. Amen 

Remember this tomorrow morning as you return to your office, your 
place of work and move into the business of another week •••• 
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tripped on the curbstone, dropped the basket and smashed the eggs. People g?.thered 
around, as people do. One said, "What a pitty". Another said, "Poor little chap. 
I hope he doesn't get punished". Another said, "I'm sorry he is crying. Let's 
comfort him". Then one man stepped out of the crowd, put his hand into his pocket 
and said, "I care half a crown". Turning to his neighbor, he said, "How much do 
you care?" The next man replied, 11 I care a shilling". In a little time they 
raised enough to buy another basket of eggs. Andrew at work again. 

The point is this: so many of us are Andrews - one and two talent people, 
often feeling inadequate and insignificant when we see the abilities and the 
achievements of our faive and ten talent contemporaries. It's reassuring to know 
that in the original twelve disciples there was an Andrew - that he was needed and 
that often he made a difference. It was wonderfully steadying to remember that 
whoever we are, we have some talent, some endowment of energy, some gift of 
influence that rightly used, can make a difference. Remember the motto of the 
American Friend's Service Committee: IT IS BETTER TO LIGHT A CANDLE THAN TO 
CURSE THE DARKNESS. And so often, when one Andrew has lighted. one small candle, 
it has been the start of some splendid burst of light. 

ANDREW - THE INTRODUCER But now it's to the firstppicture of Andrew that I would 
have us return. This first picture of Andrew bringing 

his brother Simon tG Jesus once prompted Peter Marshall to give him the title: 
"Andrew - the Introducer". Almost immediately the introducer is overshadowed and 
outdistanced by the person that he introduced, but the Christian Church owes an 
unforgettable debt to Andrew for bringing his brother Simon Peter to Jesus for 
without him some of the most thrilling chapters in the history of the early church 
might not have been written. 

Think for a moment of some of the great "introducers" of Christian history. 
A woman by the name of Monica comes to mind. The name would be meaningless except 
as it has been glorified by her son, Augustine. Never the scholarship of that 
4th cent~ saint, never the Christian insights and influence that have spread 
across the centuries, had it not been for the prayer, the example, the 
encouragement of his Christlike mother. There would be a Boston Sun~ School 
teacher by the name of Edward Kimball. His name doesn 1t mean a thing to most of 
us except in the biography of Dwight L. Mood.f - the great evangelist of 
another century. There you will come upon it, with this remembrance, "When I was 
in Boston, I used to attend a Sun~ School class and one ~' I recollect a 
Sabbath School teacher, a Mr. Kimball, came around behind the counter of the shop 
wher·e I worked and put his hand on my shoulder and talked to me about Christ and 
his way.n 

People who open the doors, people who make the introductions- how much~t 
.iQd~he Christian interpretation of life still needs this kind of discipleship. 
We read, "And Andrew found his brother, Simon, and said to him, 'We have found the 
Messiah 1 and he brought him to Jesus". Think for a moment in terms of your own 
life: have you ever brought some to Jesus? 

Many of us, I suppose, have an aversion to those people who have no hesitancy 
anywhere - "in holding us with a glittering eye" and asking in a grave and dark 
tone: "Brother - have you been saved?" Like the barber who offered salvation with 
every shave, while a man would lay reclining in the chair with towels over his face, 
the barber would stand there sharpening his razor and ask in a villice of doom, 11Are 
you prepared to meet your God?" 
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Now let's go on to the second picture that we have of Andrew in action. The 
second picture occurs in the account of the feeding of the multitude. This scene 
took place at the height of the popularity of Jesus. A great crowd, estimated at 
five thousand, had followed Jesus into the hills. The disciples were greatly and. 
understandab~ concerned about the problem of feeding such a crowd. Some of them 
became increasingly excited, wringing their hands and crying, 11What are we going to 
do about it?" 

Then it was that Andrew stepped forth and in his quiet m.cinner said, "There is 
a lad here who has five barley loaves and two fish". You wonder how it was that 
Andrew had this bit of information. Was it that Andrew was the kind of person that 
children instinctively responded. to? Had Andrew been talking to this boy about 
fishing and nets and knots, until the lad had just naturally offered to share with 
Andrew the lunch his mother had put up for him? However it was - here is Andrew -
in his hWilble way putting forth a suggestion that was to prove the key to the 
problem. 

I can't help but feel that both of the scenes that we have of Andrew in 
action reveal a quality of discipleship that Jesus must have loved and admired. Just 
stay with that second scene for a moment and. ponQer the personality that it · 
portrays. There is something almost symbolic in the fact that it was Andrew who 
brought forth the boy with the loaves and the fish. The food wasn't very much, 
but it made the difference. Andrew's talents were not very great - but mind you 
they made the difference. I can't help but feel and wonder if Andrew was over
shadowed by his brother. Certain it is that while they were disciples, Simon 
stands out as the leader - the speaker - the healer - and Andrew is always 
in the background. 

Yet - here is a man with the willingness to use one or two talents well, and 
in a moment of confusion and uncertainty, he used that talent in a positive and 
constructive fashion. "There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two 
fish". He knew it wasn't much. In fact, he didn't see how it could be of much 
help - but at least it was a beginning. And somehow Jesus used that beginning 
and before he was finished, there was more than enough and tae people were 
satisfied. 

THE ANDREWS IN ACTION Have you ever noticed Andrew in some group of people 
that is called together to discuss a problem - in a 

school or community or church? You do not notice him at first because he does not 
say very much. He sits quietly in the background. Others are acutely and 
articulately aware of the difficulties to be faced. It ~ be a leak in the roof, 
or a roam to be painted, the lacks of funds, or the dismal economic picture. 
"What are we going to do?" "How can we solve the problem?" Then at length 
Andrew stands up with an offer of his time and his own talent and a simple state
ment of faith in the cause for which they have gathered, and the atmosphere is 
changed and the work is tackled. A brief, enthusiastic word of concern coupled 
with a willingness to carry his share of the burden puts things on the forward. 
track. This is Andrew at work, and how our hearts are lifted by his concern and. 
action. It may not seem like much at first, but little by little, because of the 
quiet, steadying influence of one person, things get done. 

Have you ever seen Andrew in the midst of some community disaster or 
emergency? People stand around telling each other how terrible it is, and Andrew 
begins to do something, however small and insignificant it may seem at first. 

Leslie Weatherhead tells of a boy who v.ras carrying a basket of eggs. He 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

It is a joy for me to have the opportunity to 
share in your worship service with you. I bring 
you greetings - warmest of greetings from the 
people of my own parish who worshipped here 
in this sanctuary this morning. 

It seems only fitting to me that on this Sunday 
which is the beginning of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, that I share in this service 
with you. 

I have been reared as a Methodist •••• you_have been 
reared in the Lutheran tradition ••••• we are all 
part of the body of Christ - friends - brothers -
and in this spirit of ecumenicity, I come to you 
and rejoice in this opportunity to be your pastor, 
your leader on this day. 

Visitors: 

If I can be of service to you in any way in the 
days to come - to serve you as a preacher, priest, 
or pastor - you have only to mention it to me, and I 
shall be happy to help. 

We have known each other for years •••• some of you 
perhaps can remember back when I was a young man 
and came to this church as its pastor in 1956 ••• 
We are dear friends, and I want you to know of my 
concern to be of help in any way in these days of 
transition for you. 



SECOND SUNDAY AFI'ER EASTER 
April 28, 1968 

ORDER OF \rJORSHIP 
11 a.m. 

PRELUDE "Awake, My Heart, With Gladness" Peeters 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 12 "Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

0 God our Father, who hast set forth the way 
of life for us in thy beloved Son; we confess with 
shame our slowness to learn of Him, our reluctance 
to follow Him. Thou hast spoken and called, and we 
have not given heed; thy beauty hath shone forth, . 
and we have been blind; thou hast stretched out thy 
h~~ds to us through our fellows, and we have passed 
by. Forgive us our transgressions; help us to amend 
our ways and in thine eternal goodness direct what 
~e shall be, in the name and power of thy Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

SILBNT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 

"Christ The Light 11 Page 582 RESPONSIVE READING 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRVJATION OF FAITH No. 2, Page 512 

ANTHEM 11Turn Back, 0 Man" Holst 
SCRIPTURE Job 7 (Selected verses) 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF CONGREGATIONAL CONCERN 
OFFERTORY "Lamb of God, Pure and Holy" Peeters 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 353 11The King of lo~e my Shepherd is 11 

SERMON "Has Life Meaning?" Mr. Clarke . 
HYMN NO. 164 "All hail the ommr of Jesus' Name" 
BENEDICTION • 
POSTLUDE 11\ve All Believe in One True God" Peeiers 

*** Interval for ushering 

AN INVITATION 

Visitors, newcomers, and any others who would like 
to make closer contact with the parish are invited to 
come to the Community Room of the church following the 
service where coffee and tea will be served. 

USHERS 

The ushers for today's service are Mr. Goodpasture, 
Mr. Harley, Mr. Hughes, Mr. Sieg, and Nr. Smith. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar this morning are given in 
memory of Mr. and Mrs. John Sier by Mr. and Mrs. Fred Sier. 

IviEJVIBERSHIP CO!VIHISSION TO MEEI' 

The Membership Commission will meet today at one 
o'clock in the fourth floor lounge. 

DINNER AND ENTERTAINJ.1ENT 

Italian food and a unique variety show will be 
featured at a dinner this coming Friday night, May )rd, 
at 6:30 p.m. Sponsored by the Woman's Society, tickets 
are on sale this morning at the coffee hour. The cost 
is $2.50 for adults, Sl.OO for children, and $1.00 if 
you wish to omit supper and come to the program only. 

NEW ~·'lEMBERS TO JOIN 

New members will be received in the church on Sun
de.y, May 26th. If membership is of interest to you, 
speak to one of the rninisters concerning it. 

YOUNG ADULTS 

Next Sunday, May 5, the young adults will make 
a trip to the Cloisters. 
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