
"THIS MATTER OF SALVATION" 

INTRODUCTION If I should auproach each one of you individually 
here this morning and ask you whether you have been 

saved, I would probablY. receive a variety of answers. A few of you 
would probably answer 'yes" without any h~sitation. A few of you 
would probably say "no". Some of you might eve·n be a bit irritated 
by such a question and perhaps politely tell me to mind my own business. 
Some of you would remain coldly aloof to t.he whol,e subject and show 
very little interest. But a great many of you, however, would: I 
think, say something like this: 11 I really don't know whether I ve been 
saved or not. As a matter of fact, I'm not at all sure as to whether 
I know what the question means" And coming as I do from a liberal · 
wing of the Methodist Church where one does not run intm:.euch quest ions 
very often, I would understand your state of mtnd and would be quite 
symnathetic •••• 

DEVELOPMENT And yet if we could sit down together and talk for a 
while about the serious things of life, it might be

come apparent to us in the course of our conversation together that 
you have the feeling from time to time that you '.re missing some
thing' that all is not as. well as it might be in your life, that life 
doesn t men what you think it should mean or what you would like to 
have it mean. It might beoome apparent to us as we talked on that 
there is no particular potnt to your life, no real direction to it, 
no tremendous drive behind it, no· anchor that tends to stabilize 
you in troublesome moments. About all, you do is earn a living and 
drift aimlessly from day to day. And it. might also develop as we 
talked together that there are snages in your life, buried deep, far 
beneath the conscious surface; which you yourself are not always able 
to control and handle. You might even go so far as to suggest that 
you feel something like a "lost" person, and your feelings of being 
lost may be intensified in your own mind by the fact that you are 
constantly coming into touch with people who ~ive every impression of 
not being lost, who seem to know just where they're going. From time 
to time you and I see magnificent people who move through,the troubled 
areas of life like the ~ay that ships with stabilizers move through 
stormy waters. In the midst of confusion and disorder, they are 
neither conflused nor disordered. ~They seem to ma-intain a steady 
pace. They seem to be attached to something great enough to ~ive 
them stability and serenity an~ direction. The Secretary General of 
the UN is such a person, at least as I see him. I know nothing 
about his religion, but he seems to me to be a person who has this 
_particular quality of inner stability and steadfastness. Whatever 
else_may be said about him, he certainly is not lost. 

In the closing moments of our talk together you mi~ht find your
self in the peculiar position of asking this question, What must I 
do to be saved?tt (You may not use the word save, but whatever word 
you do use, 1 t would mean prac·t ically the same thing) For when a 

'person feels ,lost perso;nally and yet sees people around him who are 
not lost, he ·m~y in one way or another come around to asking this 
age·old question "What must I do to be saved? 11 

BELIEVE IN THE LORD Now you may recognize this as the auestion 
asked by the man in the Biblical n~rrative that 

I read to, you a few moments ago. You'll recall he was a jailer. He 
had been given the important task of guarding two imnortant 
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orisoners- P8ul and Silas. He fell asleep on the job. We're toid 
that during the night an earthquake took place and the jailer awoke 
with a start terribly frightened by the thought that nerhaos these 
two.prisoners had escaped from the jail. If they had, he would lose 
his job. He was frightened. 

There are two factors in this situation which are significant 
as far as we're concerned and these may help to illuminate soma of 
the things we're talking about here today. First of all, the .1ailer 
was afraid. He was afraid that he would lose his job,·the source of 
his livelihood, because he had fallen asleep at this nost. He was 
afraid. The second thing is that he was amazed. He saw two men 
who had something he-had never seen before, something he didn't have. 
He saw two men who were prisoners of Rome who had an opportunity to 
escape, but they didn't. The earthquake didn't frighten them at 
all. They had something he anparently didn't have. He was amaz~d. 
They had the power to live their lives fumly and usefully, ridden 
by neither fear nor guilt, and to communicate to others t~eir 
extraordinary confidence and vitality. We would say of them that t~ey 
had been saved. And when the jailer who was afraid and amazed at 
the same time realized what it was that they had, he said "Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?" And that is the question, the basic 
question that every man asks sooner or later when either driven by 
fear or drawn by amazement, he becomes aware of his own prec~rious 
nosition and the nossibility of changing it. "What must I do to be 
saved?" 

Of course the answer that Paul and Silas gave was indeed very 
sim~le. "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will l?e saved" Now I 
don t know how this imnresses you but I have the feeling that you 
and I would claim that this answer sounds almost too simple for 
the sophisticated and modern American. You ~ay think of some of the 
personal problems bothering people (if not ~ourself) and you think 
to yourself, well how in the world can belieV.ftlg2' in the Lord Jesus 
move that psychological block or change that twisted personality 
that is the product of heredity and environment and is so well set 
that it can never be changed. You think of the different things 
that are crippling peoole today and you may wonder how in the world 
can you say to neople 11 )eli eve in the Lord" and everything will turn 
out all right~ You may say that it's like telling a dying man to 
sing "Nearer my God to Thee" and that he'll be made well again. 

THREE THINGS TO REMEMBER However, my friends, let us not be 
quite so hast'y in discrediting those 

words. I think they still have something to say to us. They still 
have a message'for us. 11 should like to suggest briefly to you 
three things that we need to keep in the background as we consider 
th~s bit of advice that Paul and Silas offered to the frightened and 
amazed jailer. -

First of all·, I think that you would agree with "le when I say 
this this no one makes very much of his life unless or until he 

' believes in something. You and I have seen people whose lives have 
been ~oing rrom bad to worse, and then suddenly- direction reverses 
and they begin to move forward. When this occurs you can be sure 
of this that something has aroused their interest, something has en
listed their energy, something they believe in and beeauaa thay 
believe in it, life is beginning to amount to somethin~. And so in a 
very real sense, we could say that saving is bellev1ngg 
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' 
And then in the second place I think you would agree with me 

that what a nerson'e life ~mounts to in the long run depends largely 
on the character pf what he believes in. For example, if a person 
believes in something rather small, like his own personal pleasure 
or success which a great many peonle do believe in and believe in 
almost to the exclusion of everything else, if he believes in that 
he will be saved - yes, saved from failures and poverty, perhaps 
from boredom. But in the long run the chances are that he will face 
the frustration of loneliness, because a man who is seeking only 
hie own pleasure and his own success is not a uereon who is sn:nrounded 
by hie friends. What he believes in was not great enough to do 
much more than save him from drowning. But on the other hand, if he 
believes in something great, something that is large enough to enlist 
not only his own energies but the energies of many other people, 
you can see him grow as he becomes absorbed by his concern. For 
instance I've often wondered what Hitler would have amounted to -

I 

he who had so many gifts and such amazing talents and energies and 
who did some""good things for Germany in the beginning - what he 
would have amounted to if, instead of believing in one nation and 
one race, he had dared to be.lieve in the human race and enlisted 
himself in the service of that and ventured to do what he could do 
to make things right for men everywhere. Remember- what a person's 
life amounts to in the long run depends largely on the character of 
what he believes in. 

And then briefly the third thing I ask you to keen in mind is 
simply this that most people begin to believe in something when they 
see it in a person who vividly expresses it and who can communicate 
it. This is usually the way it happens. For instance if you see 
peo9le who are committed to music as a career, you can be sure that 
somewhere in the early years of that person they met someone in whom 
music was so vividly expressed that they fe~t it and 'caught the 
spirit of it and they have pursued it to the exclusion of everything 
else down through the years. People believe in something when they 
see it expressed vividly in the life of some person. 

It is against these three simple truths that I would ask you 
to look once again at the advice that Paul and Silas offered to 
the frightened jailer, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be 
saved" (1) No one makes much of his life unless or until he bep:ins 
to believe in something (2) What a person's life amounts to in the 
long run depends uuon the character or the dimension of what he be
lieves in (3) People begin to believe thesomething when they see it 
vi~idly expressed.in another person. Against these truths I would 
suggest to you that Christian salvatton begins when a person is drawn 
to Christ. 

OUR SALVATION IS IN HIM 

things that appeal to him, 
that he wants to live for, 
himself, things he is even 

He is drawn to him because of what he 
sees so vividly exoressed tn His life -

attract his attention, draw him, t~in~s 
things with which he ~a willing to identify 
willing to give his entire life to. 

As he is drawn to Christ, he sees a comuletely unselfish and 
unself-centered life. No pride, no vanity, no little jealousies, no 
ingrown concern, none of tpose things in His life that so often blook 
our lives thwarting us at so many points. He sees in Him an enormous 
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capacity for caring\ caring for all sorts of people, even for 
the ueonle who didn t care for him. He sees in Him a saving life. 
This is-hard to put into words, but remember this that he was 
always trying to save the broken pieces of a person's life. 
He was always trying to save them from those thin~s which prevented 
them from living wholesome and useful lives. Always trying to 
save them from sin, from those many things which often tend to 
them from God. He see s in Him a suffering life, suffering in 
order to save. This is one ofthe things that we find difficult 

·to take at timeP in our C"Ountry, namely this that there is no 
easy way to any of the great things in life and that.if we are in 
earnest about doing anything in the world that amounts to 
anything it involves a great deal of sacrifice and even perhaps 
suffering. Not dying on a cross, but giving up some of the 
personal pleasures in order to follow though on the main line of 

' our pursuit. These are just some of the things we see vividly 
expressed in Him, in his life, things,that attract us to Uim. 

And Paul and Silas said to the frightened .1ailer "Believe on 
the Lord Jesus and you ·and your entire household shall be saved." 
And so when we ask you this question "Have ,you been saved'?" what 
we mean is this: do you believe in Jesus in the· sense that you 
want to be like him in order that you may be used in some small 

. way to help save the lives of other people. C. S. Lewis, whom 
many of you have read and whom we all admire, once said this in 
one of his books, "Every Christian is to become a little Christ". 
That may sound bold, and yet I think tais is all part of it. 
Do you believe in Jesus in the sense that you want to be like him. 
If you do then the ahan~es are that like Paul and Silaa you will 
be. saved in the sense that your life will be full of power, that 
it will be a full and useful life, ridden by ne-ither fear nor 
guilt, and that you will have the extraordinary vitality to 
communicate to others who are living lost lites now - stability, 
and purpose and direction. Have you been saved. That is, do 

· you love the Lord in the sene that you want to be like. him. 

LET US PRAY: 

Accept, 0 God, these thoughts of ours; purify them of their 
imperfections and grant that by them we may be led by Thy 
spirit into a deep and ~~re profound understadng of life, of the. 
world and ·of Thee. A en 



PARK AVENUE 
METHODIST CHURCH 

106 East 86th Street 
New York 28, N . Y. 

AT 9-6997 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

Philip A. C. Clarke .... .. ........... ..... Minister 
H arold C. Metzner. ..... Associate Minister 
Mary C. Hedman .. ... .. ......... ...... Deaconess 
Mark A. Else ..... ....... .. ... ..... Choir Director 
Gerald E. Rock. ..... ... .. .. ... -......... .. Organist 
Bertha Leech ... .. . Nursery School Director 

GENERAL OFFICERS 

Lay Member, Annual Conference ....... ......... Paul R. Russell 
Lay Leader, The Church ..... ... .. ... .. ... .... .. .... Harold W . Black 
President, Trustees ....... ......... ......................... . Paul R. Russell 
President, Woman 's Society ...... .... ..... ..... ...... .. .. Helen Russell 
President, Young Adults .. ................. ...... ......... ...... Paul Scott 
President, Choir. .. .. ...... .... .. , .. .. .... .... ...... Charles Wesley Kim 
Education Commission Chairman ............ ... Harold W . Black 
Finance Commission Chairman .... .... ..... ......... Paul R. Russell 
Membership Commission Chairman ...... ...... .. Giles Robinson 
Missions Commission Chairman ......... ... ....... . Merle Gripman 

STATED MEETINGS 

Sunday Services: 9:30 a.m. . .. ....... .............. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m . ..... .. .... .... ... Morning Worship 
12 :00 noon ..... .... ..... ..... . Fellowship Hour 

7 :00 p.m .. ... .... ... ....... ....... . Young Adults 
(2nd and 4th Sundays) 

Commission Meetings .... ... .. ..... ...... First Tuesday, 7 :15 p.m. 
Official Board ... ............ ...... ........ ... .. First Tuesday, 8:15 p.m. 
Woman's Society .. .. .. ...... .. ... .... ... Second Monday, 8 :00p.m. 
Fisherman's Club ... ... .. .. ..... ..... .... Second Tuesday, 6 :15p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal .. .. .. .............. .... Every Wednesday, 7:00p.m. 
Weekday Nursery Schooi... .. ..... ... .... ... Every morning (9-12) 

PARK 
AVENUE 

METHODIST 
CHURCH 



' I 

tHE 22nd SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
November 13, 1960 

ORDER OF WORffiiP 

ORGAL'J ncontilena tt Titcomb 
"Prelude on ~ fune •stracathro & Rockingham'• 

CALL TO WORffi IP 
HYMN No. 17 nrrom all that dwell below the skies•t 
ERAYER OF CONFESSION (The people seated) 

Our Heavenly Father, who by Thy love hast made us, 
and through. Thy love has kept us, and in. Thy love 
wouldst make us perfect, we humbly confess that we 
have not loved Thee with all our heart and soul and 
mind and strength, and that we have not loved one an-
other as Christ hath loved us. Thy lite is within 
our souls, but our selfishness hath hindered Thee. 
We have resisted T~ spirit. We have neglected Thine 
inspirations. Forgive what we have been; help us to 
amend what we are; and in Tey Spirit direct what we 
shall be; that Thou mayest come into the full glor,y 
of Thy creation, in us ancl in all men, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
****** (Interval for.1ushering) 
THE RESRJNSIVE READING Page 614 
THE GLORIA PATRI 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles' Creed 
***** (Interval for ushering) 
THE ANl'HEM "Salvation Is Createdtt Tschesnokoff 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Acts 16:19 - 34 
VERSICLES AND RESR)NSES (The Minister and the Choir) 
THE PASTORAL PRAYER Choral Amen 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM "Bless Thou the Lord., 0 My Soul" Ivanoff 
IRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS WITH DOXOLOGY 
HYMN No. 209 ''Amazing gracef" 
SERMON "Believing In Jesus" Rev. Mr. Clarke 
HYMN No, 17l "Rejoice, the Lord is King" 
BENEDICTION 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
ORGAN ; "Fugue in B Flat Major" Ba.ch 

THROUGH THE WEEK AT PARK AVENUE METHODIST CHURCH 

TODAY, NOVEMBER 13 
9:30 A. M. Church School Classes for all ages. 

11:00 A. M. Divine Worship. Sermon by Mr. Clarke. 
12:00 Noon. Fellowship Hour. Third Floor. 

7:00 P. M. Young Adult Fellowship. Third noor. 
Speaker: Dr. Met mer. Subject: "Seeing Russia 
The Third Time. " 

MONI~A/1~ NOVEMBER '14 
6:00 P. M. Woman's Society. Fellowship Hall. Speaker~ 

Miss Betty Thompson, Secretar,y for Public Rela
tions, New York Oi'fice of the World councll of 
Churches. Subject: 11Assignment in Unity". Wor
ship leader: Mrs. McKeand. Hostesses: Miss Boice 
and Mrs. Sorensen. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
7:00 P. M. Fisherman's Club. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
J:OO P. M. Nurser.y School Tea. Fourth Floor. 
5:30 P. M. Prayer Cell. Mr. Clarke, leader. 
7:00 P. M. Choi r rehearsal. Basement Lounge. 
7:30 P. H. Explorer Post 686. Fourth Floor. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
6:15 P. M. Pr~er Cell. Dr. Metzner, Leader. 

OTHER NOTICES 

Visitors and members are cordially invited to share 
in the coffee hour fellowship which will be held immed
iately following this service. Hostesses: Miss McClear,y, 
Miss Linah, Mrs. Welch and Mrs. Weinreich. The Greet
ers at the coffee hour, who may be identified b.Y the 
red carnation in the lapel are Mr. Black, Mrs. Busk and 
Miss Garnsey. 

Ushers are Messrs. Black, Robinson, Ochsner, Llo,yd 
and Sundstrom. The Nurser.y Care Hour is under the di
rection of Mrs. McKenney, Mrs. McDonald and Miss Ford. 

Methodist Church Home Fair and Dinner, Nov- 17 & 18th. 
See Miss Boice for your ticket. 


