
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sunday, February 6, 1977 

HOLY COMMUNION It is the custom of this Church to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion on the first Sunday of 

each month. 

For the benefit of visiting friends, we would announce that the 
Table of Our Lord is open to all. That is to say that one does not have 
to be a member of this parish, nor of this denomination to receive the 
Sacrament. The Table of our Lord is open to all who are seeking to grow 
in their understanding of the will of God and the ways of Jesus Christ. 
We invite all of you to receive the Sacrament and thust that the time for 
you may be an occasion of spiritual renewal - a time of re-affirmation 
of your life to God, a renewal of your commitment to Jesus Christ. 

The elements tiill be served to you in the pews. Upon receiving them, 
please hold them until all have been served ••• 

VISITORS We extend words of warm greeting to the visitors present 
this hour. We 1re delighted to have you with us and we hope 

that the opportunity ~ will be ours to greet you in a more personal 
way following this service - either at the door as you depart, or perhaps 
dm~stairs where some refreshments will be served. 

Be free in the sharing of your name. Sign one of our Guest Books. 
Join us on other Sundays in worship and fellowship. 

CONCERNS The announcements of congregational concern are there 
before you in the bulletin. Be sure to pick up your copy of 

the February issue of A Word in Edgeways which carries church news and 
articles of concern. 

Please note that the women will be meeting this coming Saturday. A 
12:30 luncheon is planned. We'll be setting up tables for about 50 
persons and hope that you'll plan to come. New officers are to be elected. 
Tickets, I believe, are on sale today. 

One of the significant "outreach" concerns of our Church over the past 
year and a half has been the adoption of a number of Vietnamese Refugees. 
To bring you up to date t~is morning on progress in this area is the 
Chairperson of the Vietnamese Friends Committee of our Church, Mrs. William 
Proctor. l'·ve invited Pam to take a few minutes this morning to bring us 
up to date on what's happening. 

OFFERING Jesus said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive". In 
this spirit, let us worship God with our morning offering. 



- 3 -

~. They related their own experience on the road and how they recognized Him 
when He broke the bread. In the experience of communion after the Resurrection, 
the disciples broke the bread and took the cup weekly "in remembrance of Him". 

For centuries, Christians have continued to do this. 

Today, as we break the bread and share the wine, we do so in the assurance 
of God 1 s redeeming love and living Presence. We are to be open to the inflowing 
and indwelling spirit of the Eternal God. We need to remember always that the 
water of God is limitless and there is no need for our souls to be dry if only 
we will lift up from the depths of ourselves the living contents with which God 
can fill each of our lives. 

· The power is there. We need to let it flow in us and through us. 

LET US PRAY Almighty and everliving God, who has promised to receive 
everyone who turns to Thee: kindle our hearts, we pray, with a 

new awareness of thy presence and nearness. 

Down inside some of us carry a brokenness too deep for 
telling. 

Some of us are madly in love with a past that can never be 
again. 

Many of us are tired trying to sustain the image of a 
self that no longer exists. 

Others of our number haVe become worldly wise and so sophistiaated 
at the expense of neglected prayer and a seldom
opened Bible, and we yearn to feel that oneness with 
Thee which marked our earlier years in other 
parts of the country. 

0 Th9u whose name we bear, 

Thou hast loved us, love us still. 

Until our conflicts are resolved, 
our imbalances corrected, 
our sins which are many, lose their appeal for us 

before the beauty of thy righteousness. 

Speak to us the word we need to hear, and let that word abide in us through the days 
of this coming week. 

Be near to the sick, those facing operation~ 
and comfort the bereaved among us. 

All this, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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We can feel the joy and the earnestness of Paul as he writes to say that 
for all of us life can take on new dimensions when we are in touch with that 
creative source of power which rests at the heart of all life. For the 
Christian, this source of power 11beyond ourselves11 is the spirit of God which 
flows to us through the person of Jesus Christ. 

We have to face the fact that there are scores of baptized, church-going 
Christians who have never really allowed this power of the Christ spirit to take 
hold of their lives. Oh ••• • we spend so much time and energy tinkering with the 
institutional machinery, running our programs, intellectualizing our faith. At 
times we live and act as if it all depended on our own human efforts. Part of 
our trouble is that we have not given the spirit of God "in Christ" its full 
chance to surface, to flow in and through our lives. We miss the joy. The 
well has diied up. We may be neglecting the very things such as pray and 
medi:tation and the "quiet time" that are the key to this amazing power. 

We're so busy. With some it may be a case of misplaced priorities. 
Late Saturday nights. Neglect. We seldom slow down to "let it happen". Even · 
when we come to worship, our minds may be elsewhere. 

I sense a growing hunger on the part of people today for the kind of 
experience in the church that will help them to get in touch with God's power. 
Prayer. Meditation. Study. People, I sense, are searching for it. It is 
God's spirit in us which unites us with Him - giving us a new life, making us 
"new creatures", enabling us to over the drag of human selfishness and sin. 
I believe that is no one to whom th'is may not happen - no matter how old, or how 
set in one 1 s way he may be. 

ILLUSTRATION Artur Rubinstein recently ce le bra ted h'is 90th birthday. In a 
recent interv'iew he was asked two questions. 

The first question had to do with how he kept the piano pieces he played 
over and over again from becoming routine, ordinary. He responded by saying, 
"Every day I am a new man and every occasion is a new moment for me". 

The second question had to do with how he felt when he stepped out onto the 
stage and sat down to play. He said this: 

"When I sit down to perform it is no longer 
I, but a secret pet-ver that takes over me. •" 

A secret power. He was acknowledging the power of his audience. He needs his 
aud'ience as much as the audience needs him. I think something of the same sort 
of thing applies to Christian fellowship, Christian community. It is a power 
that is more than any one person alone can give or provide. 

It certainly is a well-known fact that creative spirits - artists, poets, 
novelists, dancers, musicians - are aware of being possessed by a power mightier 
than their own. Their work is their own PLUS - and in that PLUS, we find the 
supreme, energizing power breaking through, flowing in. 

BACK TO PAUL But back to Paul. "I live. Yet, not I, but Christ liveth in 
me 11 • In the early days of the Christian movement, when the 

disciples of Jesus came together to talk, to remmber, reminisce, to reflect on 
the meaning of the life of Jesus, His presence was strangely felt. 



"BEYOND ONE Is PCJJ\TERII 

INTRODUCTION The meditation today begins with a story taken from the book, 
"The Kingdom Within" by John Sanford. The story is about an 

old well on a family farm up in New Hampshire. Over the years the main house 
had been supplied with water from this old well that stood just outside the 
front door. The water from this well was cold and pure, a joy to drink. The 
well never ran dry. Even in the hottest and the driest of seasons, this old well 
faithfully yielded up its cool, refreshing water. 

There came a time, not too long ago, when the family decided to modernize 
the house. Electricity replaced the old kerosene lamps, an electric stove took 
the place of the kerosene burner, and modern plumbing and running water were in
stalled. All of this necessitated a modern well and a deep artesian well was 
drilled. No longer needed, the old well near the front door was sealed over to 
be kept in reserve should the occasion ever arise when it might be needed. 

The author tells how a number of years later he was determined to uncover 
the old well and to inspect its condition. When he removed the cover he expected 
to see the same, dark, cool, moist depths he had known as a young boy growing up 
on that farm. But he was shocked, for the well was bone dry. 

After asking around, he learned what had happened. He learned that a well 
of this kind is fed by hundreds of tiny underground rivulets along which seep a 
constant supply of water. As water is drawn from the well, more and more water 
moves in along the rivulets, keeping these tiny apertures clear, open, unblocked. 
But, when such a well is not used and the water is not regularly drawn, these 
tiny rivulets close up. The well had dried up - not because there lfTaS no water, 
but because it had not been used. 

DEVELOPMENT And herein lies a lesson for all of us to consider. The author 
of the book, Dr. Sanford, draws a very clear and concise con

clusion. The soul of a person is like this well. What happened to the old well 
can also happen to the soul of a person i~· the living water of God does not 
flow in and through the person. The soul (or spirit, if you will) of a person 
can dry up. All it takes is neglect, carelessness, disuse, mis-placed 
priorities. 

The rediscovery of the power "that worketh within us" - that power beyond 
ourselves and tied in with the personal and the creative side of Christianity is 
what made the Apostle Paul write in Galatians that phrase which provides us with 
a text for today's meditation, 

"I live; yet - not I, but Christ liveth in me" 

To me, this bold declaration is one of the most startling statements to be found 
anywhere in Paul's writings. It was not a theory proposed by Paul, but rather 
the testimony of an experienced fact. "I live; yet -not I, but Christ liveth in me". 

In his own life, Paul, demonstrated what it is to be reborn, a "new person" 
in Christ. Christ was now the intimate companion of Paul's soul. He did not say 
"I am Christ" or "Christ is Paul", but rather "Christ lives in me". It was the 
mind of Christ that gave content to Paul's concept of the spirit. It was this 
that guided his conscience and undergirded his life. 

"I live. Yet, not I - but Christ liveth in me". 



11 BEYOND ONE Is POVVER11 

INTRODUCTION Recently I came across a story in a book entitled "The Kingdom 
Within11 by John Sanford about an old well on a family farm up 

in New Hampshire. Over the years the house had been supplied ~vi th water from 
this old well that stood just outside the front door. The water from this well 
was usually cold and pure and a joy to drink. The well was remarkable because 
it never ran dry. Even in the hottest and the driest of seasons, this old well 
faithfully yielded up its cool, refreshing water. 

Later in life, after the family gained a measure of affluence, they decided 
to modernize the house. Electricity replaced the old kerosene lamps, an electric 
stove took the place of the kerosene burner, and modern plumbing and running 
water were installed. This necessitated a modern well, and a deep artesian well was 
then drilled. No longer needed, this old well near the front door was sealed 
over to be kept in reserve should the occasion ever arise 1.vhen, for some unforseen 
reason, the art.esian well could not suffice. 

Many years later the author tells how he was determined to uncover the old 
well and to inspect its condition. When he removed the cover he expected to 
see the same, dark, cool, moist depths he had known as a young boy. But he was 
shocked, for the well was bone dry. 

Now it took many iniquiries to understand what had happened. A well of this 
kind is fed by hundreds of tiny underground rivulets along which seep a constant 
supply of water. As water is drawn from the well, more and more water moves in 
along the rivulets, keeping these tiny apertures clear and open. But, when such 
a well is not used and the water is not regularly drawn, the tiny rivulets close 
up. This well which had run without failing for so many, many years was indeed 
dry - and not because there was no water, but because it had not been used. -
DEVELOPMENT 

elusion. 

I'm sure you have caught on to the moral of this story. Dr. San
ford, the author of the book, draws a very clear and concise con-

The soul of a man is like this well. What happened to the old well can 
also happen to our souls if the living water of God does not flow into us,. through us. 

THE POWER WITHIN US The red'iscovery of the pm.rer that worketh within us -
the power beyond ourselves - tied in with the personal 

and the creative side of Christ'ianity is what made the Apostle Paul v-rrite 'in the 
book of Galatians that tiny phrase which gives us a text for this meditation: 

"I live; yet not I but Christ liveth in me" 

This bold declaration is one of the most startling statements to be found in the 
1.vri t'ings of Paul. It is startl'ing because it sets forth n.)b.as a theory, but as 
the testimony of an experienced fact. 

It was sa'id by Paul, who in his o1m life demonstrated what it is to be a "new 
person" in Christ Jesus. Christ 111]as now the intimate companion of Paul's soul. 
He does not say "I am Christ", or "Christ is Paul11 , but rather "Christ liveth in 
me". It was the mind of Christ that gave content to Paul 1 s concept of the spirit 
and guided his coll&Cience ancr-undergirded his life. 

Through his writings we can feel the joy and the intense earnestness as he 
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writes to say that, for all of us, life can take on new dimensions when we are 
in touch with that creative source of power which exists at the very heart and 
fibre of the universe. For the Christian, this source of power beyond ourselves 
is the spirit of God as it comes to us through the person of Christ. "I live; 
yet not I but Christ liveth in me". 

l'l!e must face the sad and undeniable fact that there are scores of baptized, 
church-going Christians who have never allowed this pmver of Christ 1 s spirit to 
take hold in their lives. ~ie spend so much time and energy intellectualizing 
our faith and administering our programs. 11!Te live and act at times as if it all 
depended upon us. We have not given the spirit of God in Christ its chance to 
surface and to really take hold of our lives. We're neglectful of those very 
things such as prayer and meditation that are the key to this power. 

There seems to be a trend outside of the church today for meditation and the 
contemplative life which may indicate our search for new ways of being in touch 
with God's power ••.• new ways of being in touch with God's presence. People 
seem to be asking the church for more of the medi ta ti ve experience. It is God 1 s 
spirit in us which unites us with Him, giving us a new life, making us new 
creatures, in a sense enabling us to overcome the power of human selfishness 
and sin, and bring forth the fruits of the spirit. I believe there is no one to 
whom this may not happen, no matter how old or how set in one's way he may be. 

But the fact is, we do not allow this to happen. We're so busy, running 
here and there, and how true it is as someone has said, 

"If within us, we find nothing over us, we 
succumb to what is around us •••• " 

ILLUSTRATION Last 1rJinter I was watching the Today program and saw the 
renewed pianist, Artur Rubinstein, as he was being interviewed. 

I was impressed with him and how he so graciously handled himself in these 
advanced years of his life. He was asked two questions to1orard the end of that 
interview which were especially helpful to me and hopefully, also to this meditatione 

The first question had to do with how he kept the piano pieces he played 
over and over again from becoming so routine and ordinary. The maestro responded 
this way. Said he, "Every day I am a new man and every occasion is a new moment 
for me!" 

The second question asked had to do 1rlith how he felt >vhen he stepped onto the 
stage and sat down to play a great composition. He responded, "When I sit down to 
perform it is no longer I, but a secret power that takes over me". He acknowledged 
the power of his audience. He needs his audience as nruch as the audience 
certainly needs him. This is what we say about Christian fellowship; this is what 
we say about the Christian community. It is a power that more than any one person 
alone ca.n give. 

It certainly is a well-known fact that creative spirits - artists, novelists, 
poets, dancers, architects - are aware of being possessed by a mightier power 
than their own. Their work is their own plus, and in that plus, 1..re find the 
supremer::power. "I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me". 

IT CAN HAPPEN TODAY Early in the church 1 s life, when the disciples gathered 
to reflect on the meaning of the life of Christ, His 

presence was strangely felt. This is what the resurrection stories were all about. 
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They related their own experience on the road and how they recognized Him when 
He broke the bread. In the experience of communion after the resurrection, the 
disciples broke the bread and took the cup weekly "in remembrance of Him". 

For centuries, Christians have continued to do this. 

Today, as we draw near the table of our Lord and as we experience the symbol 
of the breaking of the bread and sharing of the wine, we do so in the assurance 
of God's redeeming love and living Presence. We are to be open to the inflowing 
and indwelling spirit of the eternal God. We must learn to accept that power, 
and also the responsibility that goes with that power. We need to remember 
ahrays that the water of God is limitless and there is no need for our souls to 
be dry if we will only lift up from the depths of ourselves the living contents 
with vJhich God can fill each of our lives. 

LET US PRAY Almighty and everliving God, who has promised to receive 
everyone who turns to thee: kindle our hearts, we pray Thee, 

with a new awareness of thy presence. 

Down inside some of us carry a brokenness too deep for 
telling; 

Some of us are madly in love with a past that can never be 
aga'in; 

Many of us are tired trying to sustain the image of a self 
that no longer exists; 

Others of our number have become world-wise and sophisticated 
at the expense of neglected prayer and a seldom

opened Bible, and ye yearn to feel that oneness with 
Thee which marked our earlier years in other placese 

0 Thou whose name we bear, 
Thou hast loved us, love us stilJ.; 

Until our conflicts are resolved, 
our imbalances are corrected, 
our sins, which are many, lose their appeal for us 

before the beauty of thy righesousness. 

Speak to us the word we need to hear, and let that 1vord abide in us through the 
days of this coming week. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
December 2, 1979 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN 
INTROIT 

"Now Comes the Savior" Bach 
"Of the Father's Love Begotten" 

13th Century Plainsong 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 354 "O Come, 0 Come, Emmanuel" 
APOSTLES' CREED 
GLORIA PATki 

*** 
LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 

*** 
SCRIPTURE 

PARISH CONCERNS 

Isaiah 40: 1 - 8 
Luke 8: 34 - 39 

No. 738 
No. 792 

Page 619 
Page 899 

ANTHEM "Let All Mortal Flesh" Holst 
(Jane Woodside, Soprano) 

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY No. 809 
I:"YMN NO. 360 "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" 
SERMON "Suppose He Did Come Back" Mr. Clarke 
PRAYER 

*** 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Kyrie (Choir) 
The Words of .Invitation 
The Scriptural Account of the Last Supper 
The Agnus Dei (Choir) 
The Partaking of the Elements 
The New Commandment, John 15: 12 - 14, 17 

HYMN NO. 374 "Ange·ls We Have Heard on High" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Our Father Who Art In Heaven" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Bach 

LAY READER 

We welcome Miss Beverly Limestall as our Lay R 
today. A native of Illinois and a graduate of the 
versity of Illinois (BS and MPA Degrees). Beverly i 
the New York office of Ernst and Ernst. Here in th 
Church sh~ teaches Sunday School, is active in the 
Fellowship and has shared in the making of the bann 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given by 01 
and Agnes Olsson in loving memory of their mother a 
father, Kristina and Oscar Olsson and other dear de 
parted family members. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell ~ 
following the service. Members and friends are inv. 
to share in these moments of fellowship made possib: 
for us today by Mrs. Carey, Miss Arnett, Ms. Davis 
Jennifer Davis, Dr. Garcia, Mrs. Maltby and Mrs. 
Staempfli. 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

Sessions of Church School for children are offE 
every Sunday morning from eleven to twelve on the tl 
and fourth floors as well as in the downstairs RussE 
Room. Nursery care for infants and toddlers is avaj 
able on the fourth floor. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick up your copy of the December is 
of "A Word In ·Edgewt!ys". Copies -are available in th 

/ 

narthex and also on the table in the Russell Room. 


