"When thou prayest enter thy inner room; and
when thou hast shut the door, pray to the Father which is in secret". Matthew 6:6
"BUILDING ..:i. CHAPEL IN 'l'HE SOUL II
Despite these beautiful and hdunting lines,
prayer remains a deep mystery. Prayer is difficult to achieve. Asked to believe it is fairly
simple matter, like a child talking to father.
That's simple enough. Yet, so often the sense
of unreality remains. For when a child talks to
father, he can grasp father's hand, look into
father's eyes, and hear father's answering voice.
ln its deepest reaches, prayer is communion
with God - fellowship with the Divine. The only
thing the disciples ever asked Jesus explicitly
to teach them, was how to pray. "vhen we neglect
to pray the consequencies are serious. There
might not be any spectacular collapse; but collapse there is just the same. The technique of
strenuous of our modern days needs to be balanced with a technique of meditation and devotion,
if we are to be saved from mental and emotional
collapse. Professor 3ung's words now familiar:
Use of Imagination

Jl.1ost people believe in
prayer; the difficulty is
in praying. 1e need some
techniques to help us. Lack of imagination and
an undisciplined mind are obstacles to prayer.
Imagination is a great gift of God to men. 1odern psychology is emphatic at this point.
ltor
child, imagination turns an old coat
into a roy 1 robe; an old chair becomes express
train; a dark corner the castle of a robber and
living room settee the deck o~ a battleship. lt
is a child's fairy gift.
in our more p rosaic adult life, imagination
helps us to recapture experiences of beauty the glow and tone of a glorious sunset; rosytinted clouds drifting slowly across evening sky.
We recapture the peace and relaxation of never-

If radio's slim fingers
Can pluck a melody from the night
~nd toss it over a continent or sea;
If the petaled white notes of a violin
Can be blown across a mountain or a city's din;
If songs, like crimson roses,
.1.re culled from thin blue air,
.Jhy should mortals wonder if God hears prayer?
~thel Romig Fuller

"During the last thirty years, people from
all the civilized countries of the earth have
consulted me. I have treated many hundreds or
patients, and among dll my pdtients in the
second half of life, that is to say, over
thirty-five, there has not been one whose
problem in the last resort has not been that
of finding a religious outlook upon life.
It is safe to say that every one of them fell
ill because he had lost that which the living
religions of every age have given to their
followers, and not one of them has really
been healed who did ·not regain a religious
outlook"
Professor Jung

in touch with redlity; with God. This is our
Chapel of the Soul; our Inner Room.
Adorning the lalls

One more suggestion. Walls
of chapel should be adorned
with pictures of our Lord.
By spending time looking at Him we shall grow
like Him. Let me suggest some pictures.
Fathers and mothers of little children you will want that picture of the Christ blessing
the children. His disciples rebuked those who
brought them; but He said, "Suffer children come
unto Me for of such is Kingdom of Heaven".
You who work with your hands will want that
picture of Jes~s the Carpenter - t bench plying
a saw and h mmer. Brooding over the door. His
hands strong and supple and used to tools.
rou doctors ~ nd nurses. Picture of Jesus the
Great Physician - the sympathizing Jesus.
Those whose bodies know p~in and suffering unon the walls of their chapel should hung the
picture of a Man upon a Cross - dying in immense
suffering of both body and spirit.
'l'hose '!Vho walk through days of bereavement
and sorrow - need the picture of a Risen Christ
walking a dew-laden garden - Joseph's lovely garden, in the hush of dawn - triumphant over death,
the resurrection and the life.
To those who wonder what God can be like here is the picture of Jesus - living and loving;
giving and dying - the Jesus who said, He that
hath seen Me hath seen the Father.
AS we look at these p ictures on the walls of
our chapel, the frame tends to disappear and we
see a portrait of God Himself.

-2to-be-forgotten experience. Imagination gives
wings to earth-bound creatures and scales heights
of heaven. It brings rest and renewal as we relive our experiences - lonely lapping of a lake;
cry of a lonely bird; pussy willows and daffodils.
Imag ination is a doorway to religious faith.
Faith is imagination come of age. Imagination
helps us to see the unseen to touch the intangible
things of the spirit. And in prayer particularly,
imagination is needed. Otherwise, a man feels he
is speaking into space - into a vacuum. Then he
ceases to pray. More imagination would revolutionize the prayers of many of us.
Imagination has to be fed ~ has to be stimulated. -.ve do not read the Gospel Story enough!
Ve need to live in the Gospel. A S if we were there
at every recorded event in the history o~ Jesus.
What a difference prayer would become if we were
able to identify ourselves with the leper whom He
touched; with the blind man whom He healed; with
the dying thief whom He pardoned; with the disciples who first learned of His resurrection. Story
would become alive; our prayer would take on new
vitality.
Psalmist said, "1 have set the Lord always
before me". So can we - by having mental image of
Jesus in our minds; by feeding them on the Gospel
Story. Thus, when we close our eyes in prayer we
would open them upon beauty and glory.
".lnter thy Inner Room''

Let me suggest that our
Lord Himself advocated
use of sanctified imagination. "When thou prayest enter inner room". I
wonder what He had in mind! Tha t's easy. Obvious
is the meaning. Merely saying that best way of
approaching God is in privacy and quietness of
one's own room. Not as easy as that. Remember He
was speaking to ordinary people. None of them had
rooms they could call their own. Ordinary Palestinian home of that day was a one-roomed dwelling.
Family crowded at one end; probably donkey, cow,
goats at the other. Jesus most likely lived in ·
dwelling of this kind. " •• it giveth light unto
all that are in the house".
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But Jesus was not out of touch with reality
when He made the suggestion. Knew hopes and all
problems and fears. But Jesus was an Oriental used symbols. Colorful symbols over which our
practical minds stumble and hesitate. Jesus was
not speaking of a room of stone or wood. He was
suggesting a technique of prayer. Jesus was saying in effect, "Build a chapel in the soul!n
Let your imagination furnish it. Meet God
there every day. A chapel with subdued lighting.
At east end a stained glass window of The Good
Shepherd -the Christ with a lamb in His arms.
Below the window and altar with fresh-cut flowers
upon it. And a light shining on. the altar. Your
chapel; your inner room.
Imag ine yourself seated there before window
of reds and blues. Now you kneel before your
altar in the quietness of your inner chapel. It
is _easy to sense God's presence there. You lift
your heart in gratitude for life is so good. You
thank Him for friends and loved ones whose love
and understanding mean so much - who know you so
well and love you just the same. "Ah, God!"
· And now lift up your soul in confession to
God the Father. He understands our failures and
our shame. But is willing to forgive and place
our sins behind His back and forget them. Let
us be realistic ~nd frank. "If we say we have no
sins ••• " We are sinners, every one. But Father
waits for the prodigal. nBring forth best robe •• "
~ · e would not leave our chap el without praying for others. Our loved ones; bur friends; our
enemies; afflicted; hungry; homeless; desperate;
bereaved; lonely; loved ones far away; for the
coming of peace and the good society; for those
in authority over us; for the church.
Finally, offer Him your day and yourself.
Pray that God will guide you and bless through
the day - and make you a blessing. Then bravely
out into the world to seek to make the Will of
God effective. For this is no permanent escape
device - this is place of renewal. This where
we receive resources to see us through. Here
we find peace, ouieter nerves, steadier eyes here we see life and see it whole. Here we are

The C9hild-Like Spirit
" Except ye become as little children " (Matthew 18: 3) .

I

T IS possible to be simple without being a simpleton. Great
men and women are noted for their childlike simplicity.
The saint on his knees can see farther than the scientist

on his toes. The faith of a child is nearer to the fundamentals
of God than the doubting of a full-grown man.
By faith one enters the kingdom of all good things .
There is no deadline for the open mind, the receptive spirit,
the teachable life. A writer tells us how Phillips Brooks kept
alive the childlike spirit of inquiry and investigation. When
a gas fitter came into his study to repair a fixture on his desk,
the bishop asked about every screw and appliance. No child
ever showed a more naive curiosity in a new toy. B.ut this
was the key to the bishop's whole character. Like John
Richard Green, cche died learning."
Froebel, the founder of the kindergarten, insisted that
no man could have real joy in living, nor quicken other lives,
who did not keep the child's joy in living, the eager interest
in life and truth to the end, living with his windows always
open toward the east. Henry Ward Beecher sat at the feet
of all kinds of people and learned from hackman, street
sweeper and all. This is the explanation of the freshness,
spontaneity, readiness and cosmopolitanism of his wonderful
pulpit deliverances.
w . L. w.
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JANUARY ll, 1948 - CALJ:.:NDAR FOR TODAv
10:30
10:30
11:00

11:45
6:00

7:30
ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP
ORGAN PRELUDE - "The Cross Our Only Hope"
"O God in Heaven Look Down"
CALL TO WORSHIP - By the minister
HY111N 62 - "Lord of all being, throned afar"

Peniers
Penixk

Altar flowers are given by the Berean Class.
THROUGH THE WEEK AT FREMONT

Keble
MON.

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Mim. ster:
People:

Lift up
We lift
0 Lord,
That we
0 Lord,
And our

your hearts.
them up unto the Lord.
open thou our eyes;
may behold wondrous things.
open thou our lips;
mouth shall show forth thy praise.

DOXOLOGY - To be sung by all

*

RESPOUS IVE READING - 2nd Sunday - Pa ge 564
GLORIA PATRI :: APOSTLES' CREED
SCRIPTURE LESSON -Matthew 6:1-18
Christiansen
Al~ THEM - "Beautiful Saviour"
PASTORAL PRAYER :: LORD'S PRAYER
Bonnet
ORGAN OFFERTORY - "Andante Cantabile 11
PRESEN TATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
HYMN 120 - "We may not climb the heavenly steeps" Serenity
SERMON - "BUILDING A CHAPEL IN THE SOUL"
HYJI.lli 386 - "O Word of God Incarnate''
BENEDICTION ::CHORAL BENEDICTION
ORGAN POSTLUDE - "Fugue on th e ' Kyri e ' 11
* Interval for Ush ering
-o-

Morning Worship and sermon - " Building a Chapel
in the Soul".
Church-time Cherub Hour for small children.
Junior Church with Miss France.
Church School. Everyone cordially invitedYouth Fellow~hip. Covered dish supper. Topic o~
discussion, "We Plan for Forty-eight".
Union Evening Service at First Presbyterian
Church with the Rev. Fred Clarke preaching.

Munich
Stainer
Couper in

11:00

Weekday School; grade 10.

7:30 Boy Scouts at the church.
6:00

Council of Churches Dinner and Me eting.

'8700 Teachers and officers of Adult and Young
Adult Departments me et at the church.
6:30 Anna Mosher Class covered dish supper.
7:00 High School Choir rehearsal.
7:30 Muddle Class meets with Mrs. Geo. Fe llows .
8:00 Teachers and offic ers of the Children's
Division meet at the church. Imp ortant~
VIJED.
2:30 Weekday School; grades 4, 5 a nd 6.
'"7':!0 Mid-week Service; Illr . Clarke leading.
8:30 January Me eting of the Official Board.
THURS. 6:00 Venner Class dinner at the church.
7730 Fremont Choir rehearsal.
8:'00 Berean Class meets at the YWCA.
8:00 Laurel Band meet with Mrs. Harold Leavitt.
FRI. 11:00 Weekday School; grade 9.
3:30 Chapel Choir rehearsal.
~ Douglass Class covered dish a t th e church.
SAT.
9:30 Carol Choir rehearsal.
7730 Couples' Club Sleigh Ride.
TUES.

CHURCH SCHOOL ANNUAL NL""SETING - J.ANUARY 28.
-o-

Behold the JWan

W

HEN the Roman Governor led the silent suffering Savior out and presented Him to the Jewish
mob he did so with the immortal words, Ecce
Homo, Behold the Man.
There before the eyes of the world He has remained
through twenty centuries, the object of wonder and adoration, the Man of Sorrows, the innocent, suffering, dying
Savior.
To Pilate He was only a man. A strange, unfortunate
figure. To the Christian world He is far more than "the
man." He is the Son of God as well as the Son of Man.
Therein lies the reason why He has continued through all
these centuries to hold a place in the eyes and hearts of
men, accorded no other figure in history. Therein, too, lies
the significance of His suffering and death.
The season of Lent remains without meaning except as
with adoring hearts we behold the God-man, Jesus Christ,
"a man of sorrows, and acquainted with griefs," and as in
Him we "Behold the lamb of God which taketh away the
sin of the world."
As He stands before us, "despised and rejected of men,"
the scourged, the bound and thorn-crowned prisoner, the
words of Isaiah bear in upon us like a great refrain.

" Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows : ·y et we did esteem him stricken, smitten of
God, and afflicted.
"But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed."
Ours the guilt. His the suffering.
0 God, give us humble, contrite, believing hearts, that
our Lord shall not have suffered in vain for us.
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11
ORGAN PRELUDE
Idyll"
CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN l "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighti'
INVOCATION AND LORD'S PP~YER

*
RESPONSIVE
READING
GLORIA PATRI
APOSTLES' CREED

THROUGH THE VIEEK AT FREMONT
:MONDJ.Y

Page 512

"Praise to God"
Junior Choir

P..'.STOPJ:. L PRiSER
ORGAN OFFERTORY 11 Chant San Paroles"
OFFERTORY /.NTHF.M
"Prayer Perfect"
HYMN 45\1 "B ehold us Lord, a little space"
SERNWN

Morning Worship - Fifth Sunday in Lent.
frimary and Junior Church.
Church School; classes for all ages.
Youth Fellowship; leader, Philip Clarke.
Union Evening Service at Kingsboro Presbyterian
Church. Speaker. Rev. Brewer N. Burnett, pastor
of the Fourth Presbyterian Church, Albany, N. Y.

14th Sunday - Page 579

Lowe
Tschaikowsky
Speak~>

"THE USE OF Th'U.GINiSION IN PRA.YER"

HYMN 342 "Dear Lord and Father of mankind' 1
BENEDICTIO:r;:J l.ND DOXOLOGY
ORGi~.N POSTLUDE
"Madera to"
* Interval for Ushering

3:45

Junior Choir rehearsal.
Social Evening at the church to honor
Niiss Charlotte Hill. Everyone invited.
TUESDAY
7~00
Chorus Choir rehearsal.
8:00 Executive Me eting of the w.s.c.s.
8:00 Werner Workers meet at the church.. The
letter is "C", White Elephant Sale.
WEDNESDAY 7:55 Sixth Lenten Youth Service with youth
from Trinity Episcopal Church in charge.
4:00 Girl Scouts.
7:30 Mid-week Lenten Servic e . All invited.
TIIURSDJ.Y 12:15 Lenten Lunch for men at the YMCA.
4:00 Minister's Membership Class.
6:30 Tho Harmony Class will meet at church
FRIDAY
for supper.
s~oo

*

*

10:30
11:00
11:45
6:00
7:00

Merkel

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Matthew 6: l-18
A PRAYER FOR THOSE IlJ THE ARMED FORCES
0 Lord of Hosts, grant to those who have gone forth to
fight our battle by land, sea, or air, Thy protection in
danger, patience in suffering and moderation in victory.
Look with compassion on the sick, the wounded, and the
captives. · Sanctify to theM their trials, and turn their
hearts unto Thee.
We bes eech Thee to comfort and bless
the dying; have mercy upon the widow and fatherl e ss, and
give tho assurance of Thy presence to all who mourn.
And, 0 God, who make st wars to cease in all the earth,
restore to us the bl essings of peace; and grant that our
present trouble may be overruled to Thy honor and glory;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen,
ANTHEM

11/'. . RCH 26, 1.::~4.4 - CALEh:...:L.R FOH TOJJIS
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The altar flowers today arc given in loving memory of
·Louisa Fear, by her granddaughters, Ruth and Corrine.
Tickets for the Youth Fe llowship Banquet are now to be
s ec ured of tho following; Elsie Sharrow, Audrey Hardy,
Willi~ Hemenway and Miss Mellick.
No tickets will be
sold after Friday, ~pril 7th. Tickets are one dollar.
Copies of tho UPPER ROOM for the coming quarter are to
had now. They may be found in tho upper hall.

Franz

The combined men's classe s will discuss the subject
"The Post-We.r Tr ea tment of our Enemi e s" in tho class immediately following the morning ~>orvice. Men invi.ted.

