
11 CHILDISH OR CHIIJJLIKE11 

INTRODUCTION One day last Summer I heard a song on the car radio that made 
quite an impression on me. The first impressive thing was that 

I could understand some of the words. 

Of another song that once blared in our home, I said to my son, "Tell me the 
words. I can't understand them". To which David patiently explained, "Dad, it's 
not the words that matter. It's the beat". A musical development, I suppose, 
that is part of the generation gap between the Rolling Stones and Perry Como. 

But the second impressive thing about the song that I heard over the car 
radio last Summer was that having understood the words, I thought they had some
thing pretty important to say; the song was entitled, "Children" and some of the 
words went like this: 

"Children call each other names; children playing 
grown-up games •••• " 

"From the cradle to the grave, why must we all behave 
like children, lost and lonely children ••• 11 , 

DEVELOPMENT The song spar~eda sermon that has been vaguely stirring in my 
mind for quite a time. It starts with the conviction that there 

are some attributes of childhood that should be left behind as we grow up, while 
there are some other qualities that should be retained in order to make life full. 

Maybe the words "childish" and "childlike" connote the difference between 
that which should be left and that which should be kept. I found support for my 
theory when I looked up the words in the dictionary and found this statement: 

"Childlike suggests those qualities of childhood worthy of re
spect or emulation; childish, its less pleasing and less ad
mirable characteristics." 

And most of all, I found support in the New Testament, in those separate 
passages of Scripture read earlier in the service. On the one hand, St. Paul 
wrote, "When I became a man, I gave up childish things" - but on the other hand, 
Jesus said, "Unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven". 

Childishness - there is something to grow out of; childlikeness - there is some
thing to grow back in to. 

PAUL'S CONCERN FIRST Consider Paul 1 s concern first. He wrote, "When I was a 
child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I 

reasoned like a child; when I became a man, I gave up childish ways." There are 
so many childish attitudes and actions that we are supposed to grow out of, leave 
behind, if you will. 

Two small boys were playing together, when a very pretty little girl walked by. 
Said the one boy to the other, "Boy, when I stop hating girls, she's the one I'll 
stop hating first". That was one small step toward becoming a man and giving up 
childish things. But in other ways as well, we are expected to grow up - morally, 
emotionally and spiritually. And we don't always do this. 
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Leonard Griffith reviewed an article that asked the reader to picture an 
eighteen month old infant suddenly grmm, within a month or two, to his full 
physical stature. Instead of measuring thirty-one inches and weighing twenty
five pounds, the child-become-man now stands six feet and weighed one hundred and 
eighty pounds. Suppose also, asked the article, that during this month or two of 
rapid physical growth, his intellect developed proportionately and he even 
attended a university and was given a degree. 

In other respects, however, he had not developed. He still bellowed when he 
was hungry, still went into a temper tantrum when he couldn't have his way, or 
sulked when he wasn't the center of attention. He responded only to those who did 
things for him. He became sullen and suspicious. And the article pointed ou.t 
that there was more fact than fiction in the description for this is a parable of 
our civilization - of people and of nations. For people can develop physically 
and intellectually, without growing up emotionally and spiritually. 

A biographer of Queen Anne of England said that she wa.s "the smallest person 
ever set in a large place" - and he was not talking about her physical stature. 

The truth is that we have all met people like that - peevish, petulant, 
self-centered - when we should have expected something more of their a~parent 
maturity in years and experience. And if we are quite honest with ourselves, 
most of us will acknowledge that at times we have been known to act or react like 
children instead of adults. It's this kind of childishness that prompted the song: 

"Children call each other names; children playing 
grown-up games •••• " 

"From the cradle to the grave, why must we all be
have like children ••••• 11 

Christians, in particular, have been given both a map and a Master to outgrow 
that sort of childishness. It was the same St. Paul who in another letter, wrote 
"We are to grow up into Him who is the head - into Christ". And the greatest 
Christians that we hav~ known have, indeed, been grown up. 

NEXT JESUS' CONCERN But now turn to Jesus' word and try to fathom what he was 
saying and trying to suggest when he spoke those words in 

Matthew's Gospel, "Unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven". 

We know from the record that Jesus enjoyed being with children, sometimes to 
the despair of his disciples who thought that he had far more important things 
pressing him. But clearly, He found in children a naturalness and a wholesomeness 
that he took to be the norm for life, for persons of whatever age. Suppose we 
think then of some of those qualities that Jesus may have had in mind when he 
called adults to "turn and become like children". 

WONDER For one thing, I would suggest "wonder". The wonder written on a child's 
face on Christmas morning. The absorbed enjoyment of a child in a book, 

or a bird, or watching Sesame Street on Television, or the zest of a child's 
appreciation of a morning filled with sunshine and freshness. Remember that clear

, eyed, clear-voiced lad in 11 0liver" singing, "Who will buy this wonderful morning?" 

And that's the sort of spirit that we often lose as we become gray .of head and 
gray of spirit. Too busy. The scenery is too familiar. The problems, the pressures 
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too intense. 

Russell Baker, the columnist, wrote a delightful satire a while back that 
began in this fashion: 

"It is a beautiful Spring morning. Sunlight streams through 
the window. Birds chatter, the heady odor of wisteria floats 
on the exhaust fumes. Sudden~, for no logical reason at all, 
you feel good ••••• " 

And then followed the account of the day's encounters that are assaults upon that 
glad and zestful feeling. First, his wife takes issue with him, nyou have no right 
to feel good! Don't you realize you can't just wake up feeling good whenever there's 
a little sunlight? If you'd think about~ miseries once in a while instead of your 
own selfish pleasure, you wouldn't in this predicament." And then just before lunch 
his secretary expresses her dismay at the vestige of cheerfulness that he still 
reveals, "Why, you of all people" she cried. "Why dnlst last night I was telling ~ 
roonnnate what a beautiful sense of guilt you have". And so on through the day. 

~way of people, problems, news, the attacks continue on that glad, good 
feeling. Until at night he goes to see his psychiatrist who quietly says, "Now, 
when you thought you were feeling good this morning, what was it you were really 
feeling?" - and concludes Baker, "The jig is up •••• you have learned your lesson. 
Misery no longer loves company. Nowadays it insists upon it". 

And beneath the satire, there is enough truth to fit the pattern of a 
great many days for a great many people. 

Then you stop to renect upon the life of Jesus, and you remember that for him 
the pressures of the days could never finally rob his life of the joy and the zest 
that he knew. He never lost his wonder at the sight of a field ablaze with spring 
color - or his deep gratitude for a friend - or his joy in common things. 

And he goes on reminding us that by the grace of God, it can still be done -
that a person can be caring and concerned for others and still have happiness, 
that a person can have many a cause for complaint and yet still find many a caase 
for celebration. This life we have, the friendships that are ours, this church, 
this faith, this Sunday morning, this nation - are wonder-full, and may we 
never grow so old and feeble in spirit as to lose the childlike gift of wonder! 

HONESTY Honesty - for another childlike quality. There is an almost complete 
candor in the comments of small children. They tell it like it is, 

at least as they see it - without any attempt at flattery or phoniness. Hans 
Christian Anderson said it so clearly in his story of the emperor's new clothes. 
The adults made all kinds of fawning but false comments, because they felt they 
were supposed to, until a little child said, "But he has nothing on~" That kind 
of blunt honesty belongs to childhood. 

But not always to adulthood. It's all right to take the bluntness away, but 
sometimes the honesty disappears, too. How readily we prize cleverness above in
tegrity; diplomacy above frankness; success above character. 

The honesty of a child - Jesus saw it and held it up to his followers in con
trast to some of the pretence that he saw around them. So he said, "Beware of 
practicing your piety before men in order to be seen by them ••••• when you give, 
sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do ••••• when you pray, you must not 
be like the hypocrites who heap up empty phrases." 
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Rather, "unless you turn and become like little children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven". To say what we mean and to mean what we say - to 
try to practice what we profess and to profess what we practice - stand for 
truth - to be honest in word and deed - these are the rugged tests for any 
person of any age in this time and place of sophistication. Part of our salva
tion depends upon it, and certainly part of the salvation of the nation and the 
world, too. 

SENSE OF WORTH Then there is one more quality of childhood, and maybe this 
is what Jesus had in mind most of all. Call it a sense of worth. 

I came upon an illustration of this quality in a book by Robert Rain§s, in 
which he shared a study by a teacher in a school for handicapped children, a 
study of a boy names Michael. The teacher said that when first she knew Michael, 
"he could not sit up unsupported, or talk, or use his hands or legs for anything 
but uncoordinated motions". And there follows the story of his development -
through using his voice to sing, his mind and sight to read, his legs to walk, 
his hands to weave a potholder to take home. And then this: 

"The other day was Michael's 11th birthday. We congratulated 
h.im and told him how happy we were that he was doing so well. 
He tried to tell me something I couldn't quite understand, 
but he said he could write it. And there it is in all of 
the joyful dignity of a child - a gift to share. And there 
was reproduced the crude but legible printing, 'I'm proud of 
myself'"· 

"The joyful dignity of a child" - think how· often Jesus restored adults to 
that state - adults who had grown tired and ashamed of themselves. Matthew - who 
had extorted people in his tax collecting •••• Mary Magdalene who had lost respect 
for herself. Simon Peter who had lied. A Prodigal Son who had wasted his 
substance and a part of his life. 

And this is still the astonishing claim and power of the Christian faith - to 
bring a person into such a relationship with the power that we call God and that 
Jesus called "Father" to restore that joyful dignity of a child. It is something 
that we become aware of in the persistence of God's love in Christ, and that we 
accept as the relationship of a son or daughter to an eternal Father's sufficient 
grace and guidance. Can't you sense the "joyful dignity" in that amazed awareness of 
the New Testament writer who wrote that line "Behold what manner of love the 
Father has bestowed upon us that we should be called the children of God!" 

FAITH Another line in the song with which I started the sermon goes: 

"And the thing that's really sad, we lose the faith we 
had when we were children". 

In some ways, of course, we may have to lose that faith to find our own measure 
of faith in order to live in the adult world - personal, present and real. But we 
don't have to give up the capacity for faith and trust and surrender to every 
passing fad of cynicism and disbelief. We need never lose the child-like assurance 
of Jesus when he taught his disciples to pray s:tmply, "Our Father11 • 

After this sermon was almost completed yesterday afternoon, I found the sermon 
in a capsule in a clipping from the newspaper made last April after the unsuccessful 
moon shot. It was part of the account of Mrs. Lovell's interview with newsmen after 
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her husband's safe splash down in the Pacific: "Isn't this a great day" said Mrs. 
Lovell. "I'm very thankful and humble ••••• thankful to the men at Mission Control 
for making it possible for my husband to return to earth". She went on to say 
that she had been sustained in her anxious waiting by her faith in God. 

"Ah" said. one of the reporters. 11 Does that mean you do not agree with those 
\!Tho say that God is dead?11 11What11 replied Mrs. Lovell increduously. 

"Unless you turn and become like children" said Jesus, "you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven". 

PRAYER Wherever and whenever we tend to be childish, 0 God, keep us growing 
into that measure of maturity which befits those who have responded 

to the spirit of Christ. But lilhenever or wherever we have grmm tired, and 
gray of spirit, restore in us those childlike qualities that Jesus so often 
celebrated - wonder, honesty, the dignity and worth of e~ch person. Send us 
out, now, rejoicing in and responding to "the manner of iove you have bestowed 
upon us that we should be called children of God". In the spirit of Christ. Amen 
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Remember that while there was a man named Hitler, there were also men named 
Bonhoeffer and Niemoller in Germany - men of faith and conscience whose names wil: 
ever be clothed with honor for the stand they took and the courage and nobility 
they displayed. And while today the papers are full of examples of man's inhumam 
to man, full of examples of sordid scheming and sinning, still you have never to 
look very far around you to find exampaes of people who are honest in the midst oj 
temptation, noble in the face of suffering, tender in the midst of brutality, kine 
in the face of busy-ness. Man can be both less and more than the animals. 

TURN TO THE BIBLE You turn to the Bible and you find this dualism in human 
nature - horns and halos, dust and deity. I remember a 

few years ago hearing Dr. Sackman describe a visit of his grandchildren to the 
Sackman home on a Thanksgiving Day. He said, "We were so glad to see the little 
angels come; six hours later, we were so glad to see the little devils go". Which 
is not an altogether inaccurate portrayal of the human situation at any age~ 

The Bible never tries to cover up this fact of human nature or to camouflage 
this "mixture s:Erange of good and ill". Starting back.there with Adam, the name 
given to the first man, right on down through the pages of time and history -
Abraham, Issac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Solomon, Peter, James, John, Zaccheus 
Mary Magdalene, Paul - in every one of them, their sins and weaknesses are showing 
as well as their magnificent splendor. The Scriptures remind us well that this is 
the human situation. As the Bible says, 11 If we say we have no sin, we deceive our 
selves and the truth is not in us". 

And yet the other side of the coin is that the Bible and more particular~ 
the interpretation of life according to the Man from Nazareth celebrates the other 
side of man's nature - the good side, the hopeful possibilities that are there. 
"So God created man in his own image ••• male and fel!lla1e he created them. And God 
saw eilrerything that he had made, and behold it was very goodL" And centuries 
later, the Psalmist could rhapsodize about what it meant to be human, saying, "Tho 
hast made man little less than God, and dost crown him with glory and honor. Thou 
hast given him dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things 
under his feet." 

But the greatest thing that could be said or done for humanity was the person 
of Jesus. And when we are really concerned about converting the de-humanizing 
process into a humanizing process, we shall find our greatest ally in the Man from 
Nazareth and in the interpretation of life he was proclaiming. When we dwell, as 
Paul put it, "in Christ" and he in us, there are two things that he makes pretty 
clear to us. 

DISTINCTIVE HUMAN BEING First, he says to each of us, you are a distinctive 
human being, with a capacity for evil, to be sure, but 

more, with capacity for goodness and nobility. 
1 (to which the cynic may reply, "thank G 

He says there is noboqy else just like you - in all the whole-wide world, 
nobody else with the same finger prints, soul prints, or talent prints. At times 
you wonder how the Creator could possibly have so many patterns for people. Have 
you ever stopped to think about it in a great cro-v1d of people - no two people 
exactly the same, except perhaps identical twins - and even then, perceiving 
parents and close friends can usually tell the difference. 

One Sunday when we were away last Summer, we want to church in Ogunquit, Main• 
and at the conclusion of the service, there was a baby being presented for baptism 
Nothing so unusual about that, except that instead of being the baptising minister 
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I was a part of the congregation and I saw it and felt it all from a new and a 
different perspective. 

"What name shall be given to this child" asked the minister as a part of the 
baptismal ritual. Even though the question is printed in the ritual, I've never 
asked it, thinking it somewhat unnecessary because this bit of information was 
usually communicated in advance bet..reen parents and parson. But that day I 
sensed that it wasn't so foolish or unnecessary, that werwere witnesses to the 
distinctive naming of a particular person, that we were there to celebrate the 
personhood of a new person and by sacrament to declare the possibilities of his 
life as a child of God. Then the minister held the baby up and looking at the 
infant said, "I want to introduce you to your congregation". Was it something 
like that, I wonder, that on another occasion when it is recorded that "call"ing 
to Him a child", Jesus set the child in the midst of them •••• 

At any rate, Jesus was always reminding people of what it meant to be a 
human being in the finest sense of the word, a life that had meaning and usefulness 
and joy and strength. So often he came in contact with people who had really given 
up on themselves as persons - either their circumstances or their sins or their 
sorrows or their sicknesses had pretty much ground them under. In our day, we 
might call them "de-humanized". 

But as far as the Master was concerned, no one was ever so far down or gone 
that he was beyond recall as a person. It wasn't that he somehmr negated the very 
human instincts of sex and ambition and anger and fear, all of which can do 
strange things to persons. He saw these as part of being human, part of the 
creation that God called good. But he restored them to their right place, not as 
tyrants but as servants, in developing the whole person instead of destroying a 
person. And as you study the cast of characters in the New Testament, you find 
ample exposition of the text, "As many as received Him to them gave He power to 
become children of God". 

To me, this is what the Christian interpretation of life continues to be 
about - the word that in Jesus Christ men have seen a new revelation of divine 
love that carries with it enormous human possibilities. That while we may be 
tempted to give up on ourselves as persons, there is one who does not give up, 
one who has entered the arena of human life, tasted it to the full and so has 
earned the right to remind us of our uniqueness, our possibilities, our humanness, 
and so to offer us the grace by which our humanity comes closer to fulfillment. 

There was a good phrase that James Reston used a few weeks back in January in 
describing Senator Russell of Georgia who had died. Said he; 

"Senator Russell had that gift so rare and important now, of 
making people believe in his integrity as a person, even when 
they disagreed with his policies." 

"His integrity as a person" - a Christian should never have self-conceit, but he 
should have self-respect and some gratitude for his humanity and some glimpse and 
growth toward "his integrity as a person". 

OTHER PEOPLE ARE HUMAN, TOO But there is also something else that this Man from 
Nazareth is saying to us: not only that we individually 

are human beings, but also that other people are human beings, too. As we said 
earlier, this is pretty hard for us to remember in the time and place in which we live. 
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How do you respond to individuality in a giant corporation, or an over-crowded 
classroom or at five o 1 clock on the uptmm Lexington Avenue Express? It is not 
easy to remain human in the skyscrapers. Or how do you recognize personhood 
when in time of war you are called upon to kill another human being or other 
human beings perhaps from an airplane loaded with instruments of death and 
destruction. Other people are human beings, too, and it's hard to remember this 
in the time and place in which we live. And, of course, we don't remember it 
much of the time and this de-humanizing process creeps into all of life, into 
smaller groups, even our homes, as we tend to think of people as things and try 
to manipulate them for our purposes •• thinking of them as less than human. 

I heard a statement this past week in the classroom made by one of the 
students, a statement made about selfishness that I thought was good. It was of
fered by a seventeen year old girl. Said she:: 

"Selfishness is not just insisting on doing what you want 
to do. There is an even greater selfishness in insisting 
that others do what you want them to do11 • 

There is food for thought in that observation, for there is a great deal of that ex
treme kind of selfishness today that disregards the dignity and the personhood of 
others: marriage partners toward one another, children tov.rard parents and parents 
toward children, friendships, courtships, human relationships at just about every 
level, even on np'·to'lthe level of relationships between groups of human beings, 
and nations of people. 

And then it is that the Man from Nazareth meets us, confronts us, and haunts 
us with his interpretation of life, saying: "Remember that ewery one about you is 
also a person - with his uniqueness, his hopes, his fears, his possibilities, his 
failures, his hurts. And if you, yourself, know what it is to be a person, mind 
then that you treat the other man as a person, with full respect for his stature 
as a child of God". This is the Gospel- according to Jesust 

A strange obituary appeared in the New York Times some time back. It 
announced the death of a traveling peddler of Times· Square. His name was Morris 
Donotowsky, and for more than three decades, he had been knmm as "The Walking De
partment Store" making his way in and out of shops and luncheonettes with an 
assortment of toothpaste, razor blades, candy, socks and the like. He wore a dark 
cap and a vest that came to be identified with him. But the memorable thing about 
this man was his interest in people, for as he moved about he passed out royal 
titles to those he met. There were King Jack, Queen Sadie, Prince George, Count 
Mike, Lady Elzabeth. And, said the obituary, "If there was no title, his greeting 
was a simple, 'Hello, Human Being'"• 

Morris, the peddler, in a way reminds one of Jesus, the prophet. For he, too, 
walked city streets giving out royal titles to the most ordinary and common folk he 
met along the way, making lepers and beggars and traitors, thieves and prostitutes, 
yes, and even the rich and powerful feel like kings and queens. What if today and 
tomorrow we were to remember that in meeting and greeting the people whose lives 
touch our own. Instead of pig, or bum, or facist, or racist, or gook, or fool, 
or beard, or whitey, or grouch, or even stranger, we might see people as human, like 
ourselves. 

At any rate, this is what I understand Jesus in some glorious sense says to each 
of us and so encourages us to say to others, "Hello, human being". 
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PRAYER We thank you, Our Fzther, for the meaning that you have given to 
the word "human" by the life and love of Jesus. Speak to some of us 

here who need to have our "humanness" refreshed, and then make each of us 
instruments of Christ's kind of humanizing. In the name and spirit of Christ, 
we pray. Amen 
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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
February 28, 1971 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Rhosymedre" Vaughan Williams 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 71 "All Hail The Power Of Jesus' Name" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

0 God our Father, who hast set forth the way 
of life for us in thy beloved Son; we confe~s with 
shame our slowness to learn of Him, our reluctance 
to follow Him. Thou hast spoken and called, · ~nd we 
have not given heed; thy beauty hath shone fo.rth, 
and we have been blind; thou hast stre·t:.ched out thy 
hands to us throt;.gh our fellows, and we have passed 
by. Forgive us our transgressions; help us to amend 
our way·s and in thine eternal goodness direct what 
we shall be, in the name and power of thy Son, Jesus 
Christ. our Lord. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 

PSALTER "Thou Art My God" 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

-l-'-lH~ 

SOLO "Love Of One's Neighbor" 
(Jenny Hudson, mezzo soprano) 

SCRIPTURE Philippians 2: 5 - 11 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
A~~Oill~CEMENT OF CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
ANTHEM "Te Deum" 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 1 110 For A Thousand Tongues To Sing" 
SERMON "Jesus And What It Means To Be Human" 
HYMN NO. 455 11Crown Him With Many Crowns" 

No. 574 

No. 740 

Beethoven 

Holst 

BENEDICTION 
ORGAN 11 Hyfrydol" : V~ughan Williams 

*'IH~ Interval for ushering 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Community Room 
after the service. Members and friends are invited to 
share in these moments of warmth made possible for us to
day by Miss Riggs, Miss Dittbenner, Miss Johnson, Miss 
Lathrop, Mrs. Lefkowitz, and Miss Schwarz. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given in grati
tude by Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Bush. 

USHERS 

The ushers today are Mr. Smith, Mr. Bierbaum, Mr. 
Harley, Mr. Hughes, Dr. Isom, Mr. Sieg and Mr. Merkey. 

CHILD CARE SERVICE 

Nursery care is provided on the fourth floor for 
infants and toddlers each Sunday .morning from ten-thirty 
to twelve-thirty. 

SUNDAY MORNING STUDY GROUP 

New participants are most welcome to J01n in the 
Sunday morning conversations with the Bible. The study 
group meets in the fourth floor lounge at 9:45 am. 

WOMEN'S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE 

There will be a brainstorming and planning meeting 
for the year's activities on Tuesday, March 9th, at 1 pm 
in the Community Room. Dessert and coffee t.o be served. 
Everyone is enthusiastically invited to share their 
ideas and suggestions. 

COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES TO MEET 

Members of the Council are reminded of the meeting 
called for Tuesday evening at 6:30 pm. 


