
INSTRUCTIONS: USHERS, CHRISTIK.AS EVE 1972 

OPENING OF CHURCH 

This can be done around seven o'clock. Hook back outer doors. Keep 
inner glass doors locked until seven-thirty. Leather "inner doors11 

can be kept open and lighting on cross and altar arranged. People 
will stop and look in at beauty of Christmas altar. Keep over head 
lights down and chancel lights up. 

SECURITY 

Always a concern on Christmas Eve. Watch out. Coats and collection 
are a concern on Christmas Eve. Someone shoold be in and around the 
narthex from the time of opening to closing. 

LIGHTING 

Sanctuary lights (over-head) should be set at about 60 on the wheel 
around 7:40, and brought up to 85-90 on wheel during Call to Worship 
given b,y PC at back of church. 

Keep sanctuary lights at 85-90 until we get to the part of service 
for Holy Communion. Bring them down a little to perhaJS 75-Bo •••• 
dim slow~. Good lighting never draws attention to itself. 

During candle lighting: bring "house" lights down very slowly as the 
candles are being lighted. By the ttme the last candle is lit, over
head "house" lights should be way down •••• not off, but way, way down •• 
just a little light peaking through. 

Chancel lights up .front will be brought d01m as candles are being 
lighted. John Danley has this job for us. 

Keep lights down for rest of service. You could bring them up a 
little if you feel it's necessary for the singing of the closing 
carol, "Gloria". Then bring them down again for the benedlction. 

CANDLES 

Distribute with bulletins as people enter for service. 

COLLECTION: C®IDNION: CANDLES 

For offering: four men needed. Same a.s Sunday'. Keep in step. 
For communion: four men. Come to Altar for bread and. distribute. 

Come to Altar after distributing bread. 
Stay at altar to receive grape juice. 
Return to Altar with trays. 
let two pick up empty cups. 

For candles: two take the lights •••• candle light to congregation after 
receiving it from the ministers. 



CHRISTMAS EVE: ANNOUNCEMENTS OF CONGREGATIONAL CONCERN 

INTRODUCTION My feeling is that few words should be spoken at this ser-
vice - for this Service of Carols, of Candles, and of Holy 

Communion is a service in which things are sung that cannot be said ••• a ser
vice in which the warm light of the candles speaks far more eloquently of the 
deeper meaning of Christmas than words ever can, for as St. John reminds us 
in the Fourth Gospel "In Him was life and the lite;rwas the light of men". 

The celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Cormnunion reminds us symbolically 
of that life that "came and dwelt among us" .. a life that was given, that was 
shared, a life that has brought light and love to countless millions across the 
centuries of time. 

Christmas is the day that we celebrate as His day of birth. And how easy 
it is for us to lose sight of Him in all of our parties, our packages, our 
frantic preparations and private celebrations of Christmas. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OF YOO To all of you ... the members and the friends 
of both the Park Avenue Christian Church 

and the Park Avenue Methodist Church, and the visitors here this night - to 
all of you a sincere wish for a. joyous celebration from the ministers of both 
churches that sponsor this service. 

It is our hope that as you share in the singing of the carols this night, 

in the lighting of the candles, 
in the taking of the bread and wine, 

and worship the Christ Child in the haunting loveliness of this sanctuary that 
you will truly feel the spirit of Christ in your life, and we hope that the 
sense of His presence will fill your life with the Christmas lights 

of peace and of goodwill, 
of love and of faith, 
of courage and of compassion, 
of hope and deep joy ••• 

!'1 c. A erry hristmas to all of youl 

FELL<MSHIP AND OFFERING We invite all of you to share in the moments of 
warm fellowship following this service in the down

stairs Community Room, where through the gracious efforts of several ladies we 
shall have some refreshments. 

Christmas is a time of giving as well of receiving. People are always 
most generous in their giving to others at this time. For the gifts received, 
we are very gratefUl. For those to be received in tonight's offering, we are 
deeply appreciative. Your thoughtful remembrances help to keep the Christmas 
lights burning brightly in the city. Let us continue with our worship as the 
ushers come forward. 

., 



CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: December 24, 1972 

CHECK LIST: 

1. Call Dr. Jarman: BU 8-3246. Reading: Isaiah 9: 2, 6 and 7 
Luke 2: 1 - 20 
Matthew 2: 1 - 12 

2. Call and remind ushers: r{r. Rae burn 
Mr. Bayless 
Mr. Davis - ? 
Mr. Pew - ? 

3. Lighting: J obn Danle7 

4. Bulletins: pick up at Lepre and mimeograph them. 

5. Candles: pick up at Cokes bury and arrange them on Sunday 
afternoon after church. 

6. Narthex: Guest Books out with pencils. 
Upper RoomB 
Greeter. 
Two card tables, covered with lace table cloth, inside 

door under balcony- for candles. 
Bulletins in box. 

1. Envelmpes in pews for Christmas offering appeal. 

8. Cormnunion Set-up: four full trays 
one half full for choir 
one empty 
four plates with bread 
silver chalice in middle with bread for choir. 

9. Candles for ministers - up-front for candle lighting. 

10. Clarke: Lead-in for silent meditation. 
Announcements of congregational concern. 
Words of introduction before communion 
Benediction 

11. Fellowship Hour hostesses: Betty Brooks 
Dot \-Jhite 

12. Record player - fellowship hour. David Clarke.,. ...... 

.,._ ...._• _,., 



SILENT MEDITATION AND WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

LEAD - IN In the warmth and the hush of these solemn moments, 

As the world once again draws quiet to hear the song of 
the angels, and to kneel in adoration before the manger of Bethlehem, 

Let us enter into a time of quietness, preparing our hearts that we may 
receive the rich blessings of His coming. 

MEDITATION Guide us, 0 God, by the· Star of His great love for all 
mankind that we may put an end to war and walk in the ways 

of peace and brotherhood with·all peoples. 

Cheer us, through the song of the angels, that the blessings of wis
dom and health, love and patience, faith and courage may this night rest 
on all who have gathered here. 

Grant us this hour, 0 God, the abiding presence of the spirit of the 
Christ Child. 

HEAR OUR PRAYERS Hear our prayers, for ourselves and for others, spoken 
in the name of Him whose day of birth we celebrate: 

"Our Father - who art in heaven, 
Hallowhd be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but 
de liver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever. Amen 

•• ·f 

-..... 



CHRISTMAS EVE: ANNOUNCEMENTS OF CONGREGATIONAL CONCERN 

INTRODUCTION My own feeling is that few words should be spoken at this 
service • for this Service of Carols, of Candles, and of 

Holy Communion is primarily a service in which things are sung that cannot 
be said ••••• a service in which the warm light of the candles speaks far 
more eloquently of the deeper meaning of Christmas than words ever can, for 
as St. John reminds us in the Fourth Gospel: 

"In H:im was life and the life was the light of 
men" 

It was a life that was given, that was shared, a life that has brought 
light and love to countless millions across the centuries of time. How easy 
it is for us to lose sight of Him in all of our parties, our packages, our 
frantic preparations and private celebrations_ of Christmas. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OF YaJ To all of you - members and friends of 
both the Park Avenue Christian Church 

and the Park Avenue Methodist Church and the visitors who have also joined 
us on this Christmas Eve - to all of you a sincere wish for a joyous cele
bration of Christmas from the ministers of both churches that sponsor this 
service. 

It is our hope that as you worship the Christ Child in the haunting 
loveliness of this sanctuary -

Is you share in the $inging of the carols, 
in the lighting of the candles, 
in the taking of the bread and wine 

that yoo will truly feel the spirit of Christ in your life, and we hope that 
the sense of His presence will fill your life with the Christmas lights 

of peace and goodwill, 
of love and of faith, 
of courage and compassion, 
of hope and deep joy ••• 

A Merry ChTir;tmas to all of you! 

FEELOWSHIP AND OFFERING ;.Je invite all of you to share in the moments 
of fellowship following this service in the 

downstairs Community Room, where through the gracious efforts of several of 
our ladies we shall have some refreshments. 

Christmas is a time of giving as well of receiving. People are always 
most generous in their giving to others at this time of year. For the gifts 
received, we are grateful. For your thoughtful remembrances help to keep the 
Christmas lights burning brightly in the city. Let us continue with our wor
ship as the ushers come forward. 



CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: December 24, 1972 

CHECK.LIST: 

l. Call Dr. Jarman: BU 8-3246. Reading: l!s8:iB:'R )l· Al, 6 and 7 
Luke 2: l - 20 
Matthew 2: l - 12 

2. Call and remind ushers: Mr. Raeburn 
Mr. Bayless 
Mr. Davis - ? 
Mr. Pew - ? 

3. Lighting: John Danley 

Prayer of Consecration, too. 

4. Bulletins: pick up at Lepre and mimeograph them. 

5. Candles: pick up at Cokesbury and arrange them on Sunday 
afternoon after church. 

6. Narthex: Guest Books out with pencils. 
Upper Rooms 
Greeter. 
Two card tables, covered with lace table cloth, inside 

door under balcony for candles. 
Bulletins in box. 

7. Envelmpes in pews for Christmas offering appeal. 

8. Communion Set-up: four full trays 
one half full for choir 
one empty 
four plates with bread 
silver chalice in middle with bread for choir. 

9. Candles for ministers - up-front for candle lighting. 

10. Clarke: Lead-in for silent meditation. 
Announcements of congregational concern. 
Words of introduction before communion 
Benediction 

11. Fellowship Hour hostesses: Betty Brooks 
Dot White 

12. Record player - fellowship hour. David Clarke. 



DUPLICATE 

CALL TO WORSHIP: CHRISTMAS EVE 

11The people who walked in darkness have seen 
a great light; 

Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
on them has the light shined." 

"For to us a child is born! To us a Son is 
given! 

And the government will be upon his shoulder, 
And His name vnll be called -

'Wonderful Counselor, 
l'1ighty God, 

Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace 1 11 

"Of the increase of· His government and of peace, 
There will be no end1 

Upon the throne.of David, and over his kingdom, 
To establish it, and to uphold it, 

With justicB and with righteousness, 
From this time forth and for evermoree 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts 1.vill do this" 

(Isaiah 9: 2, 6 and 7) 

LEAD IN TO SILENT MEDITATION 

In the warmth and the hush of these solemn 
moments -

As the world once again dra-..rs quiet to 
hear the song of the angels, and to kneel in 
adoration before the manger of the Christ Child, 

Let us enter into a deep silence, preparing 
our hearts and minds in quietness and honest 
searching, that we may receive the rich blessings 
of His coming. (Pause •••••• 20' seconds) 

GUIDE US, by the star of His greatlove that we 
may walk in the ways of peace and 
brotherhood. 

CHHER US, ti1rough the song of the angels, that 
the blessings of wisdom and health, 
love and patience, faith and courage 
may this night rest on all who have 
gathered here. 

GRANT US THIS HOUR, the abid·ing presence of the 
spirit of the Christ Child, for the 
prayer he taught men to pray comes 
across our lips: 

"Our Father - 1-vho art in heaven, HallovJed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the povter, and the 
glory, forever. Amen11 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

For the benefit of visitors in the con
gregation this evening, I would announce that 
the 'rable of our Lord is open to all and we 
invite all of you to receive the Sacrament here 
this night. It will be distributed to you in the 
pews by the ushers, follcndng the Prayer of Con
secration by Dr. Jarman, the minister of the 
Park Avenue Christian' Church. 

Please hold the elements after you have been 
served them until all have received them, and 
then - as one body, one family of faith - we shall 
commune together. 

We trust that this time for you this evening 
may be an occasion of'rededication and reconsecration 
of your life to the way of life declared by the 
Child of Bethlehem. 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

WORDS OF SCRIPTURE 

1 
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
December 2h, 1972 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
8 P. M. 

ORGAN 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

"In dulci jubilo" Bach 
Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7 

HY:MN NO. 386 11 0 Come, All Ye Faithful'~ 
INVOCATION (seated) 

0 God our Father, · who .hast brought us again to 
this glad season when we commemorate the birth of 
Thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord: grant that His 
spirit may be born anew in our hearts and that we 
may joyfully welcome Him to reign over us. Open 
our ears that we may hear again the angelic chorus 
of old; open our lips that we too may sing with up
lifted hearts, Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION AND WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

HYMN NO. 396 
SCRIPTURE 
ANTHEM 

"Infant Holy, Infant Lowly" 
Luke 2: 1 - 20 

(seated) 

*ll-* 

SCRIPTURE 
HYMN NO. 381 

11To Us Is Born Immanuel" 

Matthew 2: 1 - 12 
11 0 Little Town of Bethlehem" 

(seated, verses 1 and 4) 
ANNOUNCE}ffiNTS OF CONGREGATIONAL CONCERN 
THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
ANTHEM 11The Sleep of the Child Jesus" 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HY:MN NO. 388 11 Harkt the Herald Angels Sing" 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COM~ION 

Praetcrius 

Gavaert 

Following the Prayer of Consecration, and at the 
direction of the ushers, all are invited to re
ceive the elements which will be distributed to 

---~ 0 

SOLO tlO Holy Night" Adam 
(Melvin Brown, Tenor) 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
The Ministers will light their candles from those 
on the altar, and will in turn light the candles 
of the ushers. The ushers will then light the 
.candle of the worshipper .in ·each pew nearest the 
center aisle. Each person is asked to light the 
candle of the person next to him. Candles are to 
be extinguished following the .benediction. 

HYMN NO. 393 "Silent Night, Holy Night" 

AN AFF.IRHATION OF THE CHRISTNAS FAITH 
We believe in Jesus Christ: 

In the good news of His birth in Bethlehem, 
and of His :rresence with us in His church; 
In the light that awakened the shepherds, 
and the light that brightens our faith; 
In His spirit that speaks to the humble, 
and shapes our humility before Him. 

We believe in Jesus Christ: 
In the love that His birth has made known, 
and that we have been given to share; 
In His power that conquered sin and death, 
and hF.s promised to set us free; 
In the beauty that transforms our lives, 
and strengthens our hearts to be faithful. 

We believe in Jesus Christ: 
Who was given to us as one Lord. 
Who was born into the world as a Savior for 
all mankind. 
Who brought to the world one promise, 
that all might be redeemed through Him. 

HYMN NO. 374 "Angels We Have Heard on High" 
THE CHRISTJ'flAS BENEDICTICN 
ORGAN "Von Himmel hbch" Edmundson 


