
CHRISTMAS EVE 111EDITATION 

INTRODUCTION My better judgement always tells me that few words should be 
spoken at this service - for this service of carols and candles 

is primarily a service in which things are sung that cannot easily be said, a ser
vice in which the warm light of the candles speaks far more eloquently of the 
true meaning of Christmas than words ever can. 

However my better judgement is over-ruled by the expectations of the moment, 
and I shall speak simply and briefly about three things regarding Christmas - all 
of which you know - but which all of us, I fear, are likely to forget or lose 
sight of in the rush of the parties and the presents of these ~ passing days. 

preparations 
The central story and the actual meaning of this Holy Night comeffrom that 

little obscure crossroads village called Bethlehem. 

A BIRTHDAY Christmas is the celebration of a birthday; it is the b'irthday of 
an incomparable human being - a man by the name of Jesus. This is 

the first thing I wish to bring to your minds. 

This person had nothing in the way of worldly possesions, and when he died, 
he owned nothing but the clothes he wore. He held no position of any kind at any 
time during his life. During that brief life of thirty-three years, there is 
nothing we can point to by way of specific accomplishment. He wrote nothing; he 
discovered nothjng, and in the usual sense, he left nothing behind that we would 
call a monument. 

This man did, however, have a way with words - a way that was like magic. His 
words were never put down on paper during his lifetime, but they managed to work 
their way into the hearts of those who listened and those words have never been 
forgotten. "A man had two sons" "A man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho and 
fell among thieves •• ••" "Blessed are the pure in heart ••• blessed are the peace
makers •••• " "Do unto others as you would have them do unto you". "Love your 
enemies •••• 11 "Let your light so shine •••• 11 

And not only did he have a way with words, but he also had a r.vay with people. 
He had the power to draw them to himself, the power to bring out the best in them, 
the power to arouse their consciences long after they had gone to sleep, the power 
to give them courage to keep going when the going was difficult. What powert 

He went about the country-side telling people about God and about themselves. 
He told them what happiness really is •••• that it never comes from having things, 
but in being something. He told them what love is. Again, people often think 
they know. He told them that love in its deepest sense is losing yourself in some
one else. He told them what God is like and what He does. He told them how much 
they mean to Him, how much He cares ••• ca.ring like a father for his child, or a 
shepherd for his sheep whom upon losing one leaves the ninety-nine and goes off in 
search of the one that is lost. 

Jesus had a life with God that was unppralleled in its imtimacy. He spoke of 
God as his father. He did nothing without reference to Him. As a result of this 
closeness, he had a freedom and simplicity to his life that was different. None of 
us have it; we're so tied up, so interested in so many things, so often diverted in
to channels which have dead ends. He possessed a freedom from all of those things 
that can tie us up and hold us back and pin us down. 
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Christmas is the day we celebrate as his birthday. 

INCARNATION The second thing I would remind you of on this Christmas Eve 
is that Christians believe that Christmas is not only the birth

day of a unique person, but it is - if you can imagine it - the day when the 
creator of the universe invaded human life in a new and different way. It 
marks the day when (to borrow a phrase from Paul Tillich) "the ground of all 
existence" took upon Himself the risks, the opportunities, the agonies of human 
life. 

It's little wonder that as the days went by the conviction dawned and grew 
upon these early disciples that in seeing Jesus they were seeing more than just 
a man- they were glimpsing God himself. We can only imagine how they must have 
felt as this realization came to them. How their eyes nrust ha:ve stared at Him 
as they saw Him in this new light. How their minds nrust have stretched to take 
in the words He spoke to them. Here in this carpenter's Son from Nazareth was 
the mighty God - walking up and dmm the dusty roads of Palestine by their sides. 
This was what God was like - loving, tender, strong, merciful, caring for people, 
suffering and dying with them. 

Sooner or later they had to find words to catch up this world changing 
event. And they found them. They called Him 11Emmanuel11 which means 11God with us". 
They went further. They called Him "The Son of God". And whatever else those 
words meant to Peter who first uttered them at Caesarea Philippi, or to the 
millions who have repeated them since that day - they surely carried the con
viction that Jesus was as much like God in spirit and in nature as a son can 
possibly be like his father. As one of the scholars of this 20th century has put 
it: as much of God was in Jesus as can possibly ever be in a human being. 

If people had not found God in him and through him, he would probably have 
been forgotten long ago. He 1..rould be just another prophet, another teacher, 
another good man - and the 1.rorld has known many of these. But the Christian 
faith has seen more in Him. It has been unable to imagine anyone better, more 
noble, more Godlike than Jesus. And so it was written: 

"God so loved the world that He gave His only 
Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life" 

God - "the ground of all existence" - breaking into human life in the person 
of Jesus. God - incarnate in human life. This is what Christmas is all about. 

DO NOT LOSE SIGHT OF HIM This leads us then to the third thought: we would not 
for the world cut out the celebration of Christmas -

the cards, the carols, the decorations, the parties, the presents, the reunions. I 
for one should not dream of leaving these things out of Christmas. I only hope 
and pray that the celebration does not hide Him whose birthday the world now pre
pares to celebratm~n 

Whoever you are - whatever you believe about Him - try not to forget Him in 
your celebration. If you have children, tell them something about Him so that 
they will know him outside of church, hear about him from someone other than a 
minister, and recognixe His name as something more than a profane expression. 
If you can - do something for Him - some deed of kindness. Look for His spirit 
at work in the world, and when you find it - support it with you life, your con-
cern, your energy, your influence, your giftse 
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Christina Rossetti put it so beautifully: 

"Hhat can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would give Him a lamb, 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part -
But what I can - I give him - give Him my heart11 

The word into which He was born was filled with drakness, with heavy shadows 
of cruelty, discouragement and ·gloom. He came into that world like a spot of 
light! And that light soon began to spread in every direction. The light of His 
spirit comes into our darkened world, into a world with shadows of cruelty, 
violence, tension, hunger and hopelessness. It may be the light of courage, or 
of hope, of love, of understanding, of generosity, of kindness. But no matter 
how or where H exists, it bears the unmistakable image of Him whose day of 
birth the world now comes to celebrate. Long ago it was written about Him, 

11 In Him was life - and that life was the light of 
men". 

11 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it11 

And so we sing with uplifted heart: 

PRAYER 

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth -
peace and goodwill to men" 

11 By way of Bethlehem, lead us, Lord, to newness 
of life; 

By the innocence of the Christ Child, renew our 
simple trust; 

By the tenderness of Mary, deliver us from 
cruelty and hardness of heart; 

By the patience of Joseph, save us from all rash 
judgement and ill-tempered action; 

By the shepherd's watch, open our eyes to the 
signs of thy coming in our world. 

By the wise men's journey, keep our searching 
spirits from losing heart, 

By the music of the heavenly choir, put to shame 
the clamor of earth's discorg, 

And by the shining of a star, guide our feet in 
the way of peace" • 

(Amen) 



• . . 

EVALUATION OF CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE / 1975 

l. Weather: cold, cold and crisp. Good "under-foot" 

2. Attendance: 171. 

J. Bulletins: 200 - no insert. 

4. Lighting: good. Bud Brown at back with instructions. 

5. Ushers: Win and Eric Smith, David Breien, George Hull and 
Jeff Hughes. 

6. Money: Larry Morales took it. 

7. Carols: good. Perhaps less verses on on or two. 

8. Silent Night - seemed to drag a bit. 

9. Candle lighting: good. 

10. Choir: 8 to 10 

11. Organist= good. 

12. Call To Worship -balcony. Effective. 

13. Refreshments: about 40 came down. Tee-agers: Vasiti, Diane, 
Debbie Ahmad. Catherine. 

14. Congregation" 60% visitors. 

15. Good spirit. 



EVALUATION OF CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE I 1974: 

l. Behedicti_on from rear of Church I between last carol 
and postlude - or else a louder postlude. 

2. Lots of visitors I greeters. 

3. Ushering I preparations ahead of time. Important. 

4. Lighting good I but watch it doesn't get too bright. 
Less lighting at night than in morning. 

5. Meditation - good. 

6. Carols I plenty. Perhaps one less next year. 

7. Practice chancel lighting. Almost missed the proper 
light on cross. 

8. Coffee hour I start preparations earlier in securing 
helpers. 

Helers this year: Stadler, Monge, Riveras 
and Guise. 

9. Ushers: Monge, Guise, Brewder, and Molt. 
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LIGHTING / CHRIST}•lA~ 

The lighting for the Christm~-is Eve Service 
is most import.c.nt. :i.n setting the proper . . 
mood of worship., I 1 d suggest' the follrnving 
light settings and ques for change. . 
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SCRIPTURE READING 

"In the beqinning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was 
without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep; and 
the Spirit of God was movinq over the face of the waters. 

And God said, 'Let there be light', and there was liqht. And God saw 
that the light was qooch and God separat~ the light from the darkness." 

·,. 
"The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has a lig-ht shined." 

.. 
"In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not overeome it." 

"I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the li9ht of life." 

"For it is God who said, 'Let light shine out of darkness • who has shone in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 9lory of God in the face of 

Christ." 

·"You are the. light of the world. Let your light so shine before men, that· 
they may see your good works and give glory t.o your Father who is in 
heaven .. " 

PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

We thank ~ee, o God, for the light that shines in the darkness, for the 
Christ who came into o\lr wo~ld, and who calls us to be instruments of His 
glory and His love. 

Help us, as we try to catch that light in our lives. Let. it shine through 
us to pierce the darkness of some dark place in our city, in our world, 
this Christmas. 

COnfirm within us, we pray thee, the high resolve of these moments. Open 
our hearts that thou mayest come into our lives and make thea new. 

We ask these thinqs in the name of Him who was born in a stable, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen 

• 



CHRISTMAS PRAYER (After the singing of "Silent ftightn) 

By way of Bethlehem. lead us, 0 Lord, to newnes.s 
of life; 

By the innocence of the Christ Child, renew our 
simple trust; 

By the tenderness of Mary, deliver us from 
cruelty and hardness of heart; 

By the patience of Joseph, save us from all 
rash judgment and ill~tempered action; 

By the shepherds watch, open our eyes to the 
signs of thy coming in our world; 

By the wise men's journey, keep our searching 
spirits from fainting; · 

By the music of the heavenly choir put to shame 
the clamor of the earth; 

By the shining of a star guide our feet into 
the way of peace and brotherhood. 

.. . .... 

Amen 

CHRISTMAS BENEDICTION (After the singing of "Angels We Have Heard on 
High". Back of the Church) 

William •••• Helen •••• David •••• Ruth •••• Robert •••• Linda ••• 

Whatever your name may be •••• 

May the joy of Christmas fill y9ur days with gladnessj 
May the peace of Christmas take away your anxious care; 
May the light of Christmas shine through your· deepest 

darkness; · · 
And may the love of Him who was born on Christmas day go with 

you. in all of your. ways. 

This night,and forever more. Amen 

... 



INSTRUCTIONS: Ushers, Christmas EVe, 1975 

Always a concern on Christmas EVe. Watch out. Coats and collection 
are a concern on Christmas EVe. Someone should be in and around 
the narthex from the time of opening to closing • 

. LIGHTING 

s~nctuary li~hts (over-head) should be set at about 65 on the 
wheel around 7;30 pm, and brouqht up to 95 during the Call to 
WOrhhip given by PC at back of church. 

Keep sanctuary lights "up" around 95 durinq the first p~U't 
of .the service. Following "Hark, the Herald ••• " dim to 75. 

During the candle-1i9htinq, bring the "house" lights down VERY 
SLOWLY as the candles are being lighted. 

By the time the last candle is lit, overhead "house" lic;hts should 
be about al~ the way down ••• not completely, bUt way, way_ down. 
' . 
PC Will handle chancel lights as ushers are lighting the candles. 

' . 
Kepp the liqhts down for the rest of the service. 

HOWEVER, you could bring them up a little af necessary for the 
sint*'vgof the closing hymn •••• 

BU'l' DON'T BREAK THE LOVELY MOOD created by- the candle light. 

CANDLES 

Distribute with bulletins as people enter the church. 

COLLEC'l'ION-AND CANDLE-LIGHTING 

Four men needed. 

. 
,1' 

'•. 
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\ 
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~! 
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ORGAN 
CALL TO OORSHIP 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
December 24, 1975 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
8 P. M. 

"From Heaven on High" 

HYMN NO. 386 "O Come, All Ye Faithful" 
INVOCATION {seated) 

Buxtehude 
Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7 

o God, our Father, who hast brought us again to 
this gla1 season when we commemorate the birth of 
Thy Svu, Jesus Christ, our Lord: grant that His 
spirit may ~e born anew in our hearts and that we 
may joyfully welcome Him to reign over us. Open 
our ears ~hat we may ·hear a~ain the angelic chorus 
of old; open our lips that we too may sing with up
lifted hearts, Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth, peace and good will toward men. Amen 

SILENT l4EDITATION AND OORDS OF ASSURANCE 
THE LORD 1 S PRAYER 

*** 
HYMN NO. 396 ''Infant Holy, Infant Lowly" {seated) 
SCRIPTURE Luke 2: 4 - 20 
ANTHEM '1'l'he Sleep of the Infant Jesus" Gevaert 

*** 
SCRIFTURE Matthew 2: 1 - 12 
ANTHEl1 "In the Bleak Midwinter" Holst 
GREETINGS AND }I,NNOUNCEMENTS 
THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
ANTHEM "Thou Must Leave Thy LOwly Dwelling" Berlioz 
PRESENTATION or THE OFFERING WITn THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 388 ' 'Harkl the Herald Angels Sing" 
SCRIPTURE Genesis 1: 1 - 3; Isaiah 9: 2 

John 1: 4 - 5; 8: 12; Matthew 5: 14 - 16 
PRAYER 

HYMN NO. 381 "O Little Town of Bethlehem" (seated) 
(verses 1 and 4) 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
The minister will light his candle from the can
dles on the altar, and will in turn light the 
candles of the ushers. The ushers will then 
light the candle of the worshipper in each pew 
next to the aisle. Each person i s asked to lig~ 
the candle of the person sitting next to him. l 
is suggested that the candles be extinguished at 
the end of the service as the worshipper departs 
from the sanctuary. 

SOLO "0 Holy Night" 
(Jane Woodside, SOprano) 

HYMN NO. 393 "Silent Night, Holy Night" (seated) 
CHRISTHAS PRAYER 
HYMN NO. 374 "Angels We Have Heard on High" 
CHRISTMAS BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Rejoice, Beloved Christians" 

··~ I nterval for Ushering 

WELCOME AND MERRY CHRISTMAS 

E 

We welcome you to this Christmas Eve Service of 
Carols and candles. To the members and friends of t 
Church and also to the visitors from our neighborhoo 
who have joined us this night a very Merry Christmas 

AN INVITATION 

Christmas refreshments will be served in the do 
stairs Community Room following the service. We inv 
you to share in these nx>ments of Christmas fellowshi 
made possible for us this evening by several of the 
teenage young ladies of our Church. 
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ORGAN 
CALL TO t>1QRSHIP 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
December 24, 1975 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
8 P. M. 

"From Heaven on High" 

HYMN NO. 386 "0 Corne, All Ye Faithful" 
INVOCATION (seated) 

Buxtehude 
Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7 

0 God, our Father, who hast brought us again to 
this glai season when we commemorate the birth of 
Thy Sou, Jesus Christ, our Lord: grant that His 
spirit may Le born anew in our hearts and that we 
may joyfully welcome Him to reign over us. Open 
our ears that we may hear again the angelic chorus 
of old; open our lips that we too may sing with up
lifted hearts, Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth, peace and good will toward men. Amen 

SILENT liJEDITATION AND OORDS OF ASSURANCE 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

*** 
HYMN NO. 396 
SCRIPTURE 
ANTHEM 

*** 
SCRIFTURE 

"Infant Holy, Infant Lowly" (seated) 
Luke 2: 4 - 20 

"1'he Sleep of the Infant Jesus" Gevaert 

Matthew 2: 1 - 12 
ANTHEM "In the Bleak Midwinter" Holst 
GREETINGS AND JI.NNOUNCEMENTS 
THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
ANTHm1 "Thou l-tust ..Leave Thy Lowly Dwelling" Berlioz 
PRESENTATION or THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 388 ' 'Hark! the Herald Angels Sing" 
SCRIPTURE Genesis 1: 1 - 3; Isaiah 9: 2 

John 1: 4 - 5; 8: 12; Matthew 5: 14 - 16 
PRAYER 

HYMt~ NO. 381 "O Little Town of Bethlehem" (seated) 
(verses 1 and 4) 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
The minister will light his candle from the can
dles on the altar, and will in turn light the 
candles of the ushers. The ushers will then 
light the candle of the worshipper in each pew 
next to the aisle. Each person is asked to light 
the candle of the person sitting next to him. It 
is suggested that the candles be extinguished at 
the end of the service as the '-x>rshipper departs 
from the sanctuary. 

SOLO "O Holy Night" 
(Jane Woodside, Soprano) 

HYMN NO. 393 "Silent Night, Holy Night" (seated) 
CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
HYMN NO. 374 "Angels We Have Heard on High" 
CHRISTMAS BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Rejoice, Beloved Christians" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

WELCOME AND MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Bach 

We welcome you to this Christmas Eve Service of 
carols and Candles. To the members and friends of the 
Church and also to the visitors from our neighborhood 
who have joined us this night a very Merry Christmas! 

AN INVITATION 

Christmas refreshments will be served in the down
stairs community Room following the service. We invite 
you to share in these moments of Christmas fellowship 
made possible for us this evening by several of the 
teenage young ladies of our Church. 
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ORGAN 
CALL TO t-K>RSHIP 

CHlUSTMAS EVE SERVICE 
December 24, 1975 

ORDER OF WJRSHIP 
8 P. M. 

"From Heaven on High" 

HYMN NO. 386 "O Come, All Ye Faithful" 
INVOCATION (seated) 

Buxtehude 
Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7 

0 God, our Father, who hast brought us again to 
this glai season when we commemorate the birth of 
Thy S.:>u, Jesus Christ, our Lord: grant that His 
spirit may t .e born anew in our hearts and that we 
may joyfully welcome Him to reign over us. Open 
our ears that we may hear again the angelic chorus 
of old; open our lips that we too may sing with up
lifted hearts, Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth, peace and good will toward men. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION AND OORDS OF ASSURAt.JCE 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

*** 
HYMN NO. 396 
SCRIPTURE 
1\NTHEM 

"Infant Holy, Infant Lowly" (seated) 
Luke 2: 4 - 20 

"'l'he Sleep of the Infant Jesus" Gevaert 
*** 

SCRifTURE Matthew 2: 1 - 12 
1\NTHru1 "In the Bleak Midwinter" Holst 
GREETINGS AND J\NNOUNCEMENTS 
THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
1\NTHEM "Thou l-1ust Leave Thy Lowly Dwelling" Berlioz 
PRESENTATION or THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
f:IYMN NO. 388 ''Hark! the Herald Angels Sing" 
SCRIPTURE Genesis 1: 1 - 3; Isaiah 9: 2 

John 1: 4 - 5; 8: 12; Matthew 5: 14 - 16 
:»RAYER 

HYMN NO. 381 "O Little Town of Bethlehem" (seated) 
(verses 1 and 4) 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
The minister will light his candle from the can
dles on the altar , and will in turn light the 
candles of the ushers. The ushers will then 
light the candle of the worshipper in each pew 
next to the aisle. Each person is asked to light 
the candle of the person sitting next to him. It 
is suggested that the candles be extinguished at 
the end of the service as the worshipper departs 
from the sanctuary. 

SOLO "O Holy Night" 
(Jane Woodside, Soprano) 

HYMN NO. 393 "Silent Night, Holy Night" (seated) 
CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
HYMN NO. 374 "Angels We Have Heard on High" 
CHRISTMAS BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Rejoice, Beloved Christians" Bach 

*** Interval for Ushering 

WELCOME AND MERRY CHRISTMAS 

We welcome you to this Christmas Eve Service of 
carols and candles. To the members and friends of the 
Church and also to the visitors from our neighborhood 
who have joined us this night a very Merry Christmas! 

AN INVITATION 

Christmas refreshments will be served in the down
stairs Community Room following the service. We invite 
you to share in these rooments of Christmas fellowship 
made possible for us this evening by several of the 
teenage young ladies of our Church. 



CHRISTMAS EVE lVi.EDITATION 

INTRODUCTION lV!y better judgment alw;;:ys tells me th;;.t few words shoulo be spoken 
at this service. For trds service of carols and candles is a service 

in which things are sung tba t cannot be said •••• a service in Vlhich the v:arm light of 
the cancles speaks far more eloquently of the meaning of Christmas than words ever 
can. 

I am going to speak to you simply and briefly, and tell you three things about 
Christmas, all of which you know but which we so easily forget or lose sight of in 
our hectic preparations for Christmas. 

CELEBRATION OF A BIRTHDAY The first is t.ha.t Christmas is the celebration of a 
birthday. It is the birthday of an inc om parable human 

being, a man whose name was Jesus. 

This man J:-.~B.d nothing in the way of worldly possessions, and when he died he 
ovmed nothing but the clothes he wore. He held no position of any kind at any time 
in his life - neither a prominent one nor an obscure one. During :rds brief lie 
there is nothing we can point to by way of specific accomplishment. He wrote nothing, 
he built nothing, he organized nothing, he invented nothing, he discovered nothin~, 
and in the usual sense, he left nothing behind him that we would call a monument. 

This man did have a way with words - a way that was like magic. His words viere 
never put down on paper during his lifetime, but they worked their way into the 
hearts of those who listened to him and those words have never been forgotten. Vie 
call to mind some of those v10rds: "A certain man had two sons •••• rr 11Man v.ent down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves •••• " "He that loseth his 
life shall find it •••• " "Blessed are the pure in heart ••• for they shall see God." 
''Blessed are the peacemakers •••• for they shB .. ll be called the children of God •.• " 

He had not only a way with words, but he had a way with people. He had the 
power to draw them to himself, and he had the yower to bring out the very best that 
was in ·them. He had the power to arouse their consciences long after tilt;: had fallen 
to sleep, long after it looked cold and dead. And he could give them coura5e to go 
on when the going was bard. 

He had an extraordinary power to make them whole, and when I say whole, I do not 
mean _perfect. I mean that he pulled them together so that they could function as 
human beings and do the work in the world that God intended them to do. This he 
had the power to do - to release them from the past - to free them for the future -
and to set them on their way. 

And he had a life with God unparalled in its intimacy. Into the secrets of this 
life no sa.ne man will ever dare to venture for no man knows what it was, save that 
when he spoke .Jt God he spoke of him most naturally as his Father, and that he did 
nothing with 0reference to him. As a result of this, he bad a freedom and simplicity 
t~~t none of us have. We are so tied up, so interested in so many things, so 
often diverted into channels which have dead ends. But here was an incomparable 
human being. He had a freedom from all the things that tie us up •••• that hold us 
back. 

This statement, often attributed to Phillips Brooks, reminds us of the impact 
of that life upon our world: 

"Nineteen wide centuries have come and gone and today he is the 
centerpiece of the human race ami the leader of progress. I am 
far within the mark >'1hen I say that a~l the armies that ever 
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marched, and all the navies that ever were built, anO. all the 
parliament that ever sat, and all the Kings tha. t ever reigned, 
put together have not affected the life of man UJ-!On this earth 
as powerfully as that one solitary life" 

Christmas is the day we celebrate as his birthday. 

T.HB INCARNATION The second thing I would remind you of on this Christmas bve is 
that ChrL,tians believe that Christmas is not only the birth:Ia.y 

of an incomparable human being, but it is, if you can imagine it, the day when the 
Creator of the universe himself became a Creature. It is the day when the Grouna. of 
all Existence, so to speak, took upon himself the risks and OPJ.'ortunities and agonies 
of existence. 

You ask: how do you know this. I don 1 t know it; not the way I know that this is 
the 24th of December in the year 1967. I know it the way I know tha. t it is v.rong to 
betray a friend. I knov1 it the way I know that real love can do things that nothinQ( 
else can do, and rise to heights that nothing else can reach. I know it the way 
I know that there is something about this Church tl~t is good and holy. I cannot 
prove it to anyone, but I know it. In the same way- using ,that is. the same faculty 
of imagination, intuition, 'ecstatic reason' -I know and believe tk.t in that 
incomparable human being the God of planets stooped to our condition, spokE..: to us 
in language that Yie could understand, dealtwith us as Man to man, and took us as we 
are. 

God - in Christ. This is the heart of our faith. God - incarnate in hlli~an 

terms, in human life. This is the second thing I would remind you of. 

DO NOT LOSE SIGHI' OF' HlM The third thing is this: we would not for the world cut 
out the celebration festivities of Christmas - the carols, 

the decorations, the _presents, the cards, the parties, the family reunions. I for 
one should not dream of leaving these things out of Christmas. I mnly ~r~y th?t the 
celebration does not hide Him whose birthcl.r"y .;r::; Pre celebratinc;. 

I am ,:;peaking now to some who I do not know and who are not members of our 
parish, but I ask you now seriously, solemnly, whoever you are, whatever you beli"=>ve, 
not to forget Him on Christmas day. If you have children, tell them something about 
Him so th<J. t they will know Him outside of church and hear about Him from someone 
besides a minister. If you can - do something for Him - some deed of kindnes·;, 
And look for his spirit at work in the world, and when you find it - suplJort it with 
your life, your energy, your influence. 

The world into which He v1as born was a world filled with darkness, with sM.dows 
of cruelty, despair and gloom. A..nd He carne lmto th<J.t world like a ~pd>t of light, 
and th-3-t light soon began to spread in every direction. The light of .tlis spirit 
comes into our darkened world, into the lives where shadows of discoura5ement 
and gloom now exist. It may be the light of understanding - of love - of meaning -
of strength - of hope. No matter how or where it shines, it bears the unmistakable 
imagene of him whose day of birth the world now pauses to celebrate and at whose 
coming it is .. ritten in the scripture: 

"The angels sang: 'Glory to God in the highest and on 
earth, peace a.nd goodwill to men" 
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0 Thou great light of the world, 
illumine our hearts and our minds 
at this holy season of the year. 

Rekindle anew within us the light 
joy •••• peace •••• faith •••• love •••• 

And may these great Chr1 stmas 
lights glow brightly in our lives 
throughout eaeh day of the year 
that is ahead. 

V,'e ask this in the name of Jesus, 
the great light of all life whose 
birth we celebrate this night and 
who long ago in Galilee taught his 
followers to say when they pray -

"Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name ••••• " 

And now may the Christ , who a.s a 
babe was plaeed in a manger and as 
as man was placed upon the cross 
in our behalf, may his snirit 
abide in our bearts this night and 
forever more. Amen 



THE LIGHT REFLECTED 
(A Service of Lights) 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE CANDLES 

(The pastor will light his candle; the ushers will light their candles 
from the pastor's candle; the ushers will then move down the aisle 
lighting the candles of the congregation in this manner: the worshiper -
nearest the center aisle will receive the light and in turn give the light 
to the one by his side. Silent Night, Holy Night, should be sung softly 
and reverently, with no other light burning but the candles. The can
dles should not be extinguished until the close of the Lord's Prayer.) 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL (congregation standing) 

"Silent Night, Holy Night!" J. Mohr 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon Virgin Mother and 

Child! 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight! 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing alleluia, 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born. 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light, 
Radiant beams from Thy Holy 

Face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 

THE CLOSING PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

(followed by the Lord's Prayer) 

THE BENEDICTION 

THE RECESSIONAL CHRISTMAS CAROL (congregation and choir) 

"Joy to the World" (Antioch) . 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room, 
And heav'n and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns; 
Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills 

and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy. 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

Isaac \.Yatts 

No more let sins and sorrow grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings 

flow 
Far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and 
grace 

And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love. 
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ORGAN PRELUDE 

THE PROCESSIONAL CHRISTMAS CAROL 

(The congregation will rise as the choir enters) 

"0 Come, All Ye Faithful" (Adeste Fideles) 

0 come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
0 come ye, 0 come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him, Born the King of Angels; 
0 come, let us adore Him, 0 come, let us adore Him, 
0 come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

0 sing, choirs of angels; Sing in exultation, 
0 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God, all Glory in the highest; 
0 come, let us adore Him, 0 come, let us adore Him, 
0 come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning; 
0 Jesus, to Thee be all glory given, 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 
0 come, let us adore Him, 0 come, let us adore Him, 
0 come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
Minister : In the beginning was the Word. 
People: And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
Minister: All things were made by Him. 
People: And without Him was not any thing made that was made. 
Minister: In Him was life. 
People: And the life was the light of men .. 
Unison: Let our light so shine before men, that they may see our good 

works, and glorify our Father in heaven. Amen! 
(The congregation will be seated) 

THE LIGHT REVEALED 
A PROPHECY 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL (congregation and choir) 

"0 Little Town of Bethlehem" (St. Louis) 

Isaiah 9: 6-7 
Luke l: 26-33 

0 little town of Bethlehem, 0 holy Child of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie; Descend to us, we pray; 
Above thy deep and dreamless Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

sleep Be born in us today. 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth We hear the Christmas angels 
The everlasting Light; The great glad tidings tell; 
The hopes and fears of all the years Oh, come to us, abide with us. 
Are met in thee tonight. Our Lord Emmanuel. Amen. 

THE LIGHT RECEIVED 
A CHRISTMAS SCRIPTURE READING . Luke 2:1-18 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL (congregation and choir) 

"It Came Upon the Midnight Clear". Edmund H. Sears 

It came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the 

earth, 
To touch their harps of gold; 
"Peace on the earth, good will to 

men, 
From heaven's all-gracious King;" 
The world in solemn stillness lay, 
To hear the angels sing. 

THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

0 ye, beneath life's crushing load, 
Whose forms are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way 
With painful steps and slow! 
Look now, for glad and golden 

hours 
Come swiftly on the wing; 
Oh, rest beside the weary road, 
And hear the angels sing. 

A CHRISTMAS ANTHEM (the choir) 

THE CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

A CHRISTMAS MEDITATION 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL (congregation and choir) 

"Hark! The Herald Angels Sing" 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th' angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King!" 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored; Christ the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of the Virgin's Womb; 
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; Hail th' incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with men to dwell; Jesus, our Immanuel! 
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King!" 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, Risen with healing in His wings, 
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King!" 


