"DEATH AND RESURRECTION"

TEXT: "Now in the place where he was crucified,
there was a garden...." John 19:41

INTRODUCTION These words are to be found near the end of the

19th Chavnter of John's Gosvel, and I nut them be-
fore you here this morning in something of the way of a text for
this Easter message. 'Now in the place where he was crucified,

there was a garden...."

hese words, at. least to my way of thinking, sugg
more Ehan they aétually say. This is so often the case with 1%ges
taken from the Gospel narrative. On the gurface, of course; 2
they 82y is that near the barren, bleak, and windswepnt hill on whilch
our Lord was crucified, there was a garden. The Gosvnel narratlve
goes on to tell us that in this particular garden there was a tomb
which never before had been used. The owner of the tomb graciously
of fered it as a place to lay the body of Jesus. Since the Sabbath
began at sundown, and since according to Jewlsh Law no one could be
buried on the Sabbath, the fact that this tomb in the garden was
near the place of crucifixion made it convenient for use, and so it
wag that the friends of Jesus tenderly placed his broken body in
a borrowed tomb.

However, as I said a moment ago, the words of the text suggest
infinitely more than these bare facts. Perhavns I am reading too
much into them, but I should like to think that God often sveaks to
us when we read our Bibles with intelligent imagination. "Now in
the place where he was crucified, there was a garden". There are
three things suggested by the words that I would nut before you.

DEATH AND RESURRECTION GO TOGETHER First of all, isn't it true,
in a gsense, that death and
resurrection go together - for it was in this garden, remember, that
Jegus rose from the dead:! The very place where the darkness had been
the greatest was the nlace where the rays of a2 new light began to
dawn uvnon the world. The very place where death seemed to have the
word was the very place where new life began t0 make itself felt.

The very place where evil had seemed to score the final victory was
the place where love began to be most vowerfully at work.

It often havpens this way in 1life. For instance, out of the
ashes of an 0ld city, a new city more »roud, more beautiful and
more modern than the first rises. I remember (and probably you do
too) in those days following the Second World %ar sesing pictures
of some of the ruined cities of Eurove, citles comvletely destroyed
by the war, by continuous bombing, nothing but rubble and broken
blocks of concrete. And I shall never forget, too, %seing come
of those cities, firsthand, in the summer of 1954, less than ten
%ears after war, now completely rebuilt - Hamburg, Cologne, West

erlin, Frankfurt - once again proud, beautiful and modern cities.

They refer to it as an economi i
. ¢ miracle. O ]
0ld cities, new cities have risen. Ut of the ashes of




Or think of this in terms of human 1life. Out of the innsr
darkness of a deranged and sick mind came, if you can belleve it,
the sun-drenched canvases of Vincent Van Gogh. Just 2 day or two
pefore he took his own life one of the doctors in the ~institution
where he had been living and vainting magnificently sald to
him: "Ah Vincent.....if only I had painted one canvas llke that.
I cure people's vain, but they die in the end. These sunflowers
of yours.....they will cure the vain in peovle's hearts for
centuries and centuries."

You might put thie down in your memory on this Easter Day,
outting it in that place in your 1life where you keep the things
that are most imvortant to be taken out and remembered on the dark
and difficult days of the year. Remember that the darkeet and
most difficult ooint in a man's 1ife 1s very often the voint where
something begins to happen, where new life begins to break through.
I've seen it happen in the lives of veonle and I'm sure you have
too. We have geen people rise up out of the ashes, so to speak -
the ashes of pain, of sgorrow, of grief, of adverse circumstance,
of loneliness, of slave to some habit ~ and so as you listen to
this simole line from John's Gospel - "Now in the place where he
was crucified, there was a garden" - let it remind you of this
great truth - that close to every Calvary, there 1s a garden of
hope, 2 garden of new 1life.

DEATH AND RESURSECTION DO NOT Having salid that, we move on
AUTOMATICALLY GO TOGETHER... to the second voint which is

this: death and resurrection
do not automatically go together.....not naturally, as a matter
of course. In the world of nature, they do - but this is not the
case on the human level when one deals with human nature and the
darknesses that come into peovle's 1lives.

Let me see 1f I can make this clear to you for once again we
are on the fringe here of a truth that we need to remember. Two
weeks ago my four year old son and one of hie close friends,
assisted by thelr respective mothers, put some seeds into the dark-
ness of the soll. The soil was in a small flower pot. Carefully
and conecientiously, David has watered the soil and vplaced it in
the window where the rays of the sun have fallen on it. Already the
0ld sesds burled in the darkness of the soil have disintegrated,
died, lost thelr o0ld 1life and the new life has already come up
through the soil. And such excitement as each morning we carefully
examlne the growth of the new 1life. 1IN the world of nature, death
and resurrectlon go together.

However, this sort of thing does not happen automatically on
the human level as we think of it in terms of the darknesses that
touch veonle's 1li¥es. On the human level darkness and death can be
deadly. For instance, nut a selfish, self-centered versgon into the
darkness of physical collapse, and the darkness may overwhelm him.
Put a pleasure loving verson into the darkness of poverty, misfortune,
and disease and the darkness may paralyze him. Pyt a success-loving
and money mad person into the wilderness of temntation and the wild
beasts may devour him. Put g clever, ambitious doctor who caters to

the rich in Schweitzer's hospital in Afri
black out his sairrt. X ca, 2and the darkness may
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other words, what I want you to see is this: neither dark-
ness igr death in hﬁman experiencg is any guarantee of resurrection
or of new 1ife. Look at it this way. It wasn't the fact that Jesus
died that led to his resurrection. It was rather the fact that he
lived, and that he lived on such a grand and glorious scale, and
that his 1ife was so full of love and compassion and forglvensss,
that the one desire of his life was to reach peonle - to seek and to
save the lost, to pity, to understand, to rebuild the lives of peovnle
asround him - always doing His Father's will. This was the 1l1fe
that was so vital, so real that death could not crush it, so real
that death had no dominion over it. He surrendered his own life
at the very beginning, and what hanpened to Him from that »noint on
wag of very little concern to Him. Hig great concern was what havpvened
to people because of him.

And so we come to thls solemn conclusion - that i1t is only the
dedicated 1ife - the loving and géving life that rises out of the
darkness of human experience. I think we know this - for our own
obgervatlons of people in 1ife have led us to see that those who
rigse up out of the ashes are not the pneople who have led the careless,
casual, superficial, selfish, shallow life. It never works out
that way - not really, not in the long run. The people who rise
uo out of the ashes are the peonle whose 1lives have first been
buried deep in something significant, where the darkness has
bruilsed them, where the suffering has been difficult, where the
stern demands of dlsciplined and unselficgh living have been
exerclsed. Only as we die to ourselves, you might say, do we rise
to a greater life.

HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION ARE There is one other thought
ENTIRELY DIFFERENT FROM OURS.. suggested by our text, and this
one is not quite as obvious as
the two preceding ideas. It's more difficult to put into words, but
I shall attempt to do it. Hisg death and resurrection illuminate

our deaths, our resurrections. This is taking us close to the

heart of the gosve. However the reason for his death and
resurrection is quite different than it ie for ours.

You know how in this Church we tend to emvhasize from time to
time the things that we have in common with our Lord, and how we
find in him fragments of our humanity - our temntations, our
sufferings, our inner resources. We rejoice in every line of the
New Testament which assures us that he wasg like us in so many
respects. However, we must never lose sight of the fact that while
he is like us in so many ways, he is nevertheless dlfferent from
us, from even the best we know and have read about in the vages of
history. There is a dimension to his 1ife that is not bo be found
in our lives or in any other human life. The reason for his death
and resurrection 1s quite different than it is for ours.

What makes the difference? We have tried to say it g0 many
time, and yet in a sense, it 1is the kind of thing that c¢an never be
saild. You can only see it, and feel the vower of it. The thing
that makes the difference 1s that God was in him, reconciling the
world, drawing the world back unto himself. In a certain way, God
is in all of us, the creator is in every creature, but God was in
Jesus doing something that he had never done before, both revealing
and releasing to the world the power of his love.




Jesus knew it from the beginning. He knew from the beginning
that He was in the Father, and the Father in Him - and that there
was between them a kind of intimacy and union such had never
existed before and never has since - so that when you saw one,
you saw the other. Can you see how and why it 1s that thls
particular death and resurrection opens the gates of 1life such as
no other event in the history of mankind has ever done. Something
wag done in heaven by God that made an everlasting difference
unon earth.

CONCLUSION And this is why on this varticular Sunday of the year,
- veople come together in the churchesg around the
world fiot for a memorial service to a dead pronhet, but for s
festival of thanksgiving for a risen and conguering Christ. Once
agaln our hearts are reminded of the empty cross, the empty tomb,
and the truth of 2ll truths - that the spirit of Jesus Christ
lives on - present in the world where we live to have dealings
with our pain, our sin, our discoursgement, and above all to have
ultimate dealings with our death. And this is why our hearts are
filled with joy on Easter as we try to vput into words those things
that are really beyond the range of our words, remembering always
these few words from John's Gospel - "Now in the place where he

was crucified, there was a garden.....'" and it was more than just a
matter of proximity!

LET US PRAY: O God of 1ife, thous hast filled our hearts with
Joy and our tongues with scincring. Thou didst
raise up Jesus from the dead. Confirm us in this the faith of
our fathers and in 211 the everlasting hopes that have risen in
human hearts since the first Easter. As at the first Easter, He
appeared to the disciles with the benediction of peace and love,

go may he appear to us and to our world this day. In his gn»nirit,
we pray. Amen
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