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PASTORAL PRAYER:

December 27, 1987

LORD ••• the spirit of this Holy Season is all too short£
We have our high moments of celebration, and then
suddenly - it's all over ••• and resting in the after-glo;r of
Christmas our spirits begin to sag.
The
The
The
The
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family meals are coming to an end.
gifts have all been unwrapped.
last flash bulb is borned out.
friends begin to depart.
soon the children will be heading back to school.
then the tree will be taken down and the decorations
put away for another year.

WE MIX the secular customs with our spiritual celebrations.
And when the customs of Christmas are completed, the spirit
seems to flicker and those warm and wonderful feelings are
forgotten.
LORD,_we need to find ways to keep Christmas alive all year along.
Help us to continue expressing our good wishes to others. From
the custom of wishing others a "Merry Christmas", help us to continue to wish others joy and peace and good health and happiness.
From the custom of sending cards with messages of cheer, help us
to continue to send greetings of good will and cheer in January.
Help us to continue in the giving of gifts ••• remembering that it
is in giving that we are blessed.
~.JE

REMEMBER, too, how the shepherds went away from the manger of Bethlehem. •• "glorifying and praising You for all that they had heard
and seen". May we do the same.
V"Je have reason to praise YOU every day of the year ahead, because
YOU were born to live forever.,

AND SO, we thank YOU Lord that YOU are not only in the past ••• but that
YOU are also in the future.,
Help us to remember this as we prepare later this week to turn
the calendar and to walk into a New Year. To know that even
there and then YOU will be present to lead us and to guide us.
And in the words of Paul, may we "forget what is in the past and
press forward to what lies ahead." In the spirit of Jesus, the
Christ Child, we now pray.
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And all things •• owhatsoe'ver you shall ask in prayer,
believing ••• you shall receive. 'And as many as touched
Him were made whole 1"
'

"Wait on the Lord. Be of good course and He shall
strengthen thine heart. For we dwell in the shelter of
ithe Almighty. He is our refuge and our strength.".
"We know that in everything, God works together for good
with those who love Him!"
"But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.
They shall mount up with wings as eagles. They shall run
and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint".
"God so love the world that He gave His only Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life".
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits:
who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases~'.

"Thou wilt keep Him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
Thee: because he trusteth in thee".

"In the name of Jesus Christ, I share with you the Good News:
We are forgiven" o
PRAYERS / LORD'S PRAYER

0 Thou, who hearest prayer, hear our prayers ••• for
others, as well as for ourselves. Touch with
healing, 0 God ••• Father of us all, those whom we mention in our prayers this hour:

1.

2.

3.

h.

5.

6. ----------------

••• beloved members and friends of this congregation. Comfort the bereaved and
the broken hearted among us ••• and especially be close to
who in recent
days has lost a loved one. Abide among us as a healing benediction. Heal each of
us at the point of our deepest need.
Answer the upspoken prayers now offered to thee on the altars of our
hearts, spoken in the name and spirit of Jesus, who taught us to say when we pray ••••
For we ask all of this in the powerful name and lifting spirit of Jesus who taught
us to say when we prayo•o
"Our Father, who art. in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy
Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And . lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the
Kingdom, and the Power and the gl•ry, forever. Amen"

FIRST INTRODUCTION

The week of toil has ended. Our day of rest is at
hand. May the rest and the quiet of this hour of
worship refresh our inner life.· And may it renew in all of us a sense of
·God's holy and abiding Presence.
In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt.
SECOND INTRODUCTION

Remaining in ~ prayerful spirit, let us enter now
into a time of silent meditationo•o•a time in which
we prepare ourselves expectantly ••• that the Spirit of the living God may be
made real to us in this hour of worship.
In quietness, let each now pray as the heart may prompto
THIRD INTRODUCTION

Remaining in a prayerful spirit, let us enter into
a time of silent meditation as we come into the
Presence of Him whom our faith declares to be the Source of all life and
love, all peace and power, the Source of all hope and healing.
In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt.
FOURTH INTRODUCTION

Remaining in a prayerful spirit, let us enter now
into a time of silent meditation. In these moments,
let us ponder the pattern our lives have been weaving as we come into the
Presence of Him whom our Faith declares to be the Source of all life and love,
all peace and power, the Source of all hope and healing.
In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt.

MEDITATION

\.fe rest our hearts in the Promise of Jesus who said:

"Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of
Me, for My yoke is easy and :t-1y burden is light".
"Ask, and it will be given you. Seek and you will find.
Knock, and it will be open unto you."
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I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the
Father, but by Me. If you love Me, you will keep my commandments"

"For I tell you ••• do not be anxious about your life, what you
shall eat ••• or drink •• nor about your body, what you shall put
on. Is not life more than food? And the body more than
raiment."
"But seek ye first His kingdom and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be yours as well."
"For I. am ~e~suaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
princ1pal1t1es, nor powers, nor things present. .to come nor height
nor depth, nor any other creature - shall be ab 1e to sepArate
'
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, Our Lord."

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

December 27, 1987

GREETING / VISITORS
A.

A very _warm welcome to all of you on this Sunday af.ter
· .Christmas •• the· rlas t Sunday of the year! .,

B.

Join us downstairs, time pe!!-mitting ••• for coffee and for "some
post...Christmas fellowship;·; And, if you're- a visitor, be free in
the sharing of your name with us. Sign ••• come and worship tvith
us on other Sundays. 1rlork with us •••

C.

The roots of this Church are deep in the soil ••• a church that
thi:s' past year -has celebrated, 150 years of service.~ •• we.
minister in the name · of Christ and ,·it is in His loving spirit.
0

t

)

And a special word of welcome to dear friends from former days
in the, congregation, as well ~s warm~ords of greeting to
·parents and grandpar,ents Qf our members •••• here in the city
••· ·_ for family gattterings. A number of our college students are
with us •••• a ,j,oy to see you -and gree,t yout

D.

.r

LAST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
A.

Yes, today is last Sunday of the year. And as Christians
we come to this day secure in the faith that the past rests
firmly in the for~iving hands of God, and we face the future
... rin the trust and confidence .that His love and His light are
su:t:ftgient for every step of ttfe w-ay in the year ahead.

B.

A Happy New ,Year; to each of ..you. Many blessings to count in
1988, among them good health and much happiness.

CONCERNS
A.

Several concerns to touch on briefly ••• any articles or notices
for the January issue of our monthly news sheet ••••

B.

§ur thanks to all of you who have responded so generously to
our Christmas appeal •••• gifts are still being received. ~Brateful
for this outpouring of love.

c.

Please note that the 1988 boxes of offering enevelopes are
on a table downstairs ••• rear of RR. Pick up box ••••

D.

Report on the ianvass.

r,ooking
:.-t.~.~~

.Ahe~.c:..

Dr. John Simms.

to uan1..... i ;

\

LOOKING AHEAD
A.

January 30th Rummage Sa1.e - be thinklng.f.:i.bout·1t and lend a
hand with the mdny preparations that will. soon be itarting.

··B. ··Adult Bible ~lass:.· Flyer· --Dr. John Siinm' s three month study
:of ,Methodism - .-Jell described --in the rflyer for you-:
INTRODUCTION OF KENNETH HALCOTT

..

,·, ..
.
" · r1
A. ·It'.s good ·to welcome Kerineth Halcott back ·t-o· our pulpit this
mornmg. · He he IP>s ·us out periodically and always br i.ngs a
warm, helpful, down-to-earth message.
:J

B.- Keri is· a former active United methodist minister ••"'.a riative of
· · ' the Bridgepor.t .area -of Connecticut·, schooled at -the· Univ. of
,,
Bridgeport ·and) also Duke Divinity·school and held pastorates~~
in the NY corlference;· Travelled extensively ·in·El.lrope and near east.

c.

Ken, thank you for your being available to bring us a year end
message.

WELCOME BA'CK . :

-- "
:!.

A;.• With U's toda.v: Ilom and Glorj_a Mdnge.· ·, r •
'_.,.., Daughter, Nicque arid son-in..;.!a.w,' Ear·l •••
two children - -Alexsis' and Nicholas.

....

Bud Brown - North Carolina. · ·

•'

,:.· ....
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IT IS MORE BlESSED TO GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE"
r.
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THE SUNDAY MORNING ADULT
BIBLE CLASS
(9:15 to 10:30)

Will be exploring for 3 months

OUR METHODIST HERITAGE
Starting, January lOth, 1988
in
Fellowship Hall

* * *
The focus will be on the
basic tenets of Methodism,
and on the many "strands"
that together go to make up
the "rope" of our United
Methodist heritage here at
home today and around the world.

OUR PROCEDURE ... We shall use the Bible and also a book by Charles Keysor, Our
Methodist Heritage. We shall also want to examine some of the
writings and sermons of John Wesley and hymns of his brother,
Charles. We shall study their lives. The Bible will be
searched for guidance in our quest to understand where Methodism
started ... where it is today ••• and where it is going in the future.

OUR TEACHER ..... will be Dr. John Simms.
a graduate of Davidson College, North Carolina.
a graduate degree from the University of North Carolina.
a former college professor and a college development officer.
professionally, associated with the First Boston Corporation,
the Capital Commitment Group.
- leader of our Church's 1988 Financial Canvass.
-

YOU'RE INVITED TO SHARE IN
THIS THREE MONTH SPECIAL
STUDY.
SUNDAYS AT 9:15 A. M.
THIRD FLOOR FELLOWSHIP HALL

ANTHEM:

"Lullay my Liking"

"Lullay my liking, my dear Son, my sweeting;
Lullay my dear heart, mine own darling.
I saw a fair maiden sitten and sing: She
lulled a little child, a sweete Lording.
There was a mickle melody at that child'es
birth: Though the songsters were heavenly they
made mickle mirth.
Angels bright they sang that night and
saiden to that child blessed be Thou and so be
she that is so meek and mild."
Pray we now to that Child, as to His mother
dear, God grant them all His blessing that now
maken cheer."

ANTHEM:

"The Holy Birth"

"The world lay very quiet that night .our
young Lord came to earth; bird, beast and
tree stood still as stone to wait the Holy
Birth. .The grass was stiff beneath the snow,
and children fast in sleep lay dreamless in
their warmth and calm and did not stir or weep.
In moonless dark, so still, the world
it lay that night; then flashed a star above
the byre and angels flamed in light. Now on
their knees the oxen sank, the sheep, the
lambs, the ass, and all the children work and
laughed, snow melted from the grass.
Crocus and windflower, violet, thorn
they bloomed, and spring was there. And
shrill and sweet the windbirds shed music on
the air. But from the stable, sweeter yet,
sang Mary to her boy, her little child, the
Lord of Hosts, Her Son and all men's joy."

ORGAN POSTLUDE
The organ postlude - a final offering of our praise
to God - is played after the Benediction. Time permitting,
we invite you to share in the beauty of it.
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TODAY'S PREACHER

SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
December 27, 1987

We welcome Mr. Kenneth Halcott as our worship leader
today. An ordained Methodist Minister with a degree from
Duke Divinity School, Ken works for Pace University here
in the city in the field of personnel.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
11 A. M.

Bach
"In Thee Is Gladness"
ORGAN
CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN NO. 382 "Angels, from the Realms of Glory"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated)
Help us, 0 Lord, who claim to be Christians.
Teach us our responsibilities to You and to others in this world. Save us from loving religion
instead of You. Take fire and burn away our hypocrisy. Take water and wash away the blood that
we cause to be shed. Take sunlight and dry the
tears of those we have hurt. Take love and plant
it in our hearts, that peace and joy may be made
real for all people everywhere. For we ask these
things in the name and spirit of Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.
SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER

GREETERS AND USHERS
The greeter today is Anna Delson. The ushers are Ken
Borgeson, Dee Downing, Michael Hayes, Gary Klein, Michael
Schaffield, John Simms and Jacqueline Notestine.
AN INVITATION
Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room
following the service. Members and friends are invited
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us
today by Jacqueline Notestine, Norma D'Ambrosio, Sharon
Johnson, Dee Downing, Jane Levin and Lynn MacShane.
SUNDAY SCHOOL

***
PSALTER
GLORIA PATRI
APOSTLES I CREED

''Seek The Lord"

No. 641
No. 792
No. 738

Sessions of Church School for children are offered
Sunday mornings from eleven to twelve. Nursery care for
infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor.

***
ANTHEM
SCRIPTURE

"Lullay My Liking"
Revelation 21: 1 - 4
Romans 13: 8 - 12, 14: 7 - 12
PASTORAL PRAYER
PARISH CONCERNS
ANTHEM
"The Holy Birth"
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY
HYMN NO. 395 "Gentle Mary Laid Her Child"
SERMON
"That Old Common Arbitrator - Time"
HYMN NO. 28
"0 God, Our Help In Ages Past"
BENEDICTION
ORGAN
"Fugue in B"

***

Interval for Ushering

Holst

Rowley

ADULT BIBLE CLASS
The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at
9:15 in Fellowship Hall. Anna Delson is serving as leader
for a review of the Book of Genesis.
Starting on January lOth, Dr. John Simms will lead
the class on a study of Methodism. Make a New Year's
Resolution to attend . New friends are always most welcome .
1988 OFFERING ENVELOPES

Bach

The 1988 boxes of offering envelopes are available
on a table in the rear of the downstairs Russell Room.
Please pick your's up before leaving church today.

