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"DON'T APOLOGIZE FOR SUCCESS, BUT GIVE THANKS" 

INTRODUCTION Paul Harvey recently told about a college basketball coach 
who was shaving when his wife called upstairs to tell him 

that Sports Illustrated was on the phone. The coach was so excited that he 
knicked himself shaving. He was so eager for a bit of recognition for himself 
and his school that rushing to the phone he fell down the stairs and twisted 
an ankle. Staggering to the phone breathlessly he said, 11 Hello11 • And the 
voice at the other end said, 

"Yes sir •••• I'm happy to tell you that for only 75 cents 
per -v1eek you can receive a one year's subscription ••• " 

DEVELOPMENT What's your idea of success? Think about it. Recognition. 
1.-Jealth. A college education for your children? Travel to 

different places? Early retirement? Some of you are thinking ••• yes, all of 
those and perhaps a few more items you haven't mentioned. And others of you 
may be thinking, 

11 I'll feel fortunate if I just make it through 
the coming Christmas holiday season ••• 11 

Several years ago when the Gallup organization polled Americans about their 
most important criteria: for judging personal success, here's what they found: 

- Good health was listed with a score of 58% 
- An enjoyable job was second - 49% 
- A happy family was third - 45% 
- A good education, fourth - 39% 
- Peace of mind, fifth - 34% 
- Good friends, sixth - 25% 
- Such materialistic factors as unlimited money, a 

luxury car, and an expensive home brought up the rear. 

We are not a nation of money-grubbers, regardless of what some people 
might have imagined. 

Now I hope that none of you will think that I have been infected too 
seriously with the theology of success if I say to you that God is not opposed 
to our being successful. Dietrich Bonhoeffer was right and I agree, 

"The figure of the Crucified Christ invalidates 
all thought that takes success for its standard". 

Christ did not die so that we could enjoy gold plated yachts, $100,000 auto
mobiles and a boundless supply of trinkets. I did not suggest that it is God 1 s 
will for you to become rich and build up a huge bank account. I will leave such 
self-serving statements to the media and Madison Avenue. Still, except for the 
warnings of Jesus about the dangers of wealth, there is no Biblical bias against 
achieving prominence in the community or a healthy level of material comfort. 

GOD-GIVEN ABILITIES, TALENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES We need to remember on this 
Sunday before Thanksgiving 

that it is God who has given us our abilities,, our talents and opportunities. 
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The Parable of Jesus that John read to us earlier in the service tells 
about a king who was going on a trip and distributed some of his wealth to 
his servants. In this parable from Luke's Gospel God is the King and we are 
the servants. Everything we have is from God. That's the point Jesus is 
making. The presumption that we are some how "self-made" people is a myth. 
Even our ambition and our willingness to excel are gifts from God. We dare 
not even imagine that we can take pride in our accomplishments - no matter 
how extraordinary they may be. Rather we should each get on our knees each 
day and say with contrite hearts, "Thank you, Lord. Thank you. Thank you." 

David Steindl-Rast points out that in our English language there is no 
such thing as being "half-full" of thanks or of gratitude. We are either 
thankFUL or grateFUL. It is impossible to celebrate an occasion like Thanks
giving half-heartedly. Either t-Je recognize that everything we have comes from 
God and give Him the glory that is due Him, or we delude ourselves into 
thinking that we have been living in a vacuum where everything has been up to 
us. And if 1-re acknowledged that He is the source of all we have and a 11 we 
are, then we must begin living accordingly. 

A little boy of a Vietnamese refugee family was having a tough time 
learning his English. He had a particular problem with his "g's" and his "I's". 
on Thanksgiving Day he attended church services with his family and after the 
service was over he was trying so hard to join in the Thanksgiving greeting. 
He shook the pastor's hand and said, "Happy Thanksliving". Hopefully, that 
is where we are. Happy Thanksliving. We are to live out the gratitude that 
we feel. It is the most important and profound of all religious emotions! 

USE GIFTS AND TALENTS IN SERVICE TO WORLD And this brings us to the second 
thing that needs to be said. l{e 

are to use our gifts and our abilities, our talents in service to the world. 

This Parable in Luke's Gospel is quite similar to the Parable of the Talents 
in Matthew's Gospel. The king gave to each of his servants a gift of money and 
when he returned he asked to see what they had done with their gifts. One had 
multiplied his gift tenfold and he was given dominion over ten cities. One had 
multiplied his five-fold and he was given dominion over five cities. But one 
poor fellow - out of fear - had buried his gift in the ground. The Master was 
highly displeased. The poor servant had his gift taken away. 

You ~y have read, as I did, this past Summer about the fellow in China who 
made the same mistake. Literally Zhang Dexiang from Liaoning province learned 
the truth of this parable. Five years ago the old farmer buried his life savings 
of $1200. With the intervention of a little mold and mildew, he discovered that 
only $400 of the money was now recognizable enough to be exchanged for new 
bills at the local bank. It is horrible to bury what God has given you in a 
hole in the ground. 

God has given each of us abilities, talents and opportunities, and He means 
for us to use them in serving the world whether that be as teachers or pastors 
or nurses or physicists or stockbrokers. The main thing is that we use to the 
utmost what He has given us. That is the secret of happy, productive living. 
Take stock of yourself. Of your life. Who am I? And what gifts has God given 
me? How can I use these gifts to better the world and glorify my Creator? 
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Then go out and follow the dream that God has placed in your heart. You ma)r be 
amazed at the results. let's use an analogy. 

Back in December of 1941, as World War II started, we were using a fighter 
plane called the P-hO. It was felt to be inferior to practically every type of 
enemy fighter against which .it had to fly. For example, the J~panese Zero was 
far superior at high altitudes, was much quicker in turns and much more 
maneuverable, was faster in a cLimb and carried more potent firepower. 

Supposedly, the P-hO >vas a "sitting duck" against a Zero, and in the early 
days of the T:var, that was actually true as I recall. Later, havever, American 
commanders learned to use their planes to capitalize on the advantages of the 
P-hO. The P-hO was faster in a dive, fought well at low altitudes and her 
guns fired a lot of rounds very rapidly. When the American fighters switched 
to hit-and-run dives at groups of enemy planes, they were eliminating 13 
enemy planes to every P-hO that was lost. 

It pays to identify and use your strengths. God wants you to use those 
abilities, those talents and those opportunities He has given you. And if the 
world rewards you far your service, then you need not apologize. That means 
the world values ,the work you are doing. Just remember not to forget the 
ultimate Source of those blessings and give Him some of the praise and a bit of 
the credit -not just one day of the year, but every day of the year. This is 
the second lesson from this Parable of Jesus. 

WE ARE ACCOUNTABLE But there is one additional truth we dare not lose 
sight of. And that is that we are accountable for 

the way we use all of life - including our success. 

And that, of course, is the punch line of this Parable. We may not like to 
hear it. But when the King returned, the servants were accountable for that which 
He had given them. Mind you, there is no scr.iptural prohibition against 
world success. In fact, if you live according to the standards of discipline 
and devotion - which God demands of us - you probably will be successful - not 
because God is like some kind of a "heavenly slot-machine". (Put in a dime 
of devotion and get back a dollar of success. Such theology is sickening). 
But it is true that a disciplired and enthusiastic person who gives his or her 
best to life is likely to achieve a level of success and that success, then, 
becomes part of our blessing from God and we are to use .it accordingly. 

Jesus shm-red us two ways. First, we are to share our blessings with the 
less fortunate. If you recognize that what you have is a gift from God, then 
you understand it is not to be hoarded. To do so is deadly. 

In Eugene O'Neil.l's play, Desire Under the Elms, the drama centers on the 
character of Ephraim Cabot - a close-fisted, greedy, self-righteous hypocrite. 
Through a series of tragedies, the play ends with Ephraim Cabot left alone on 
his farm. His self-centere goals have led to the death of his wife and to 
nothing but hatred and rejection from his sons. And as the sheriff leaves 
Ephraim there by himself, the sheriff comments that it is the best farm in the 
county, a place anyone would want to own. It may have been the best farm 
around, but it was probably the loneliest place around as well. Certainly 
Ephraim Cabot had discovered the truth of the teaching of Jesus about those who 
gain the whole world but lose their soul. 
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If God has prospered us, it is our joyful opportunity to share our bounty. 
No person can be called successful if he or she has not truly learned the 
lesson to share. Believe me, there are no happy misers. 

And, of course, we are to return a share of our material blessings for use 
in God's work in the world. 

A new convert to the Christian faith was put to work ushering and taking 
up the offering and was very enthusiastic in his duties. He was often heard 
to say "thank you" as people put something in the plate. But one Sunday 
while taking up the offering, he stopped in front of the church's "old miser" 
who was known never to put anything in the plate. This man paid no attention 
to him, but the young fellow remained standing, with the plate under the 
miser's nose. Some of the other ushers were trying to signal to him to move 
on, but he continued to stand there. Finally in a vlhisper that carried around 
the church, he asked the man, "Aren't you going to put someth.ing in the 
plate?" 

"No" answered the miser gruffly, hoping that the young usher would move 
away. "Well, then" said the usher ••• "take something out ••• after all, it's 
for the heathen". Well, that usher's tact may have left something to be 
desired, but I think his understanding of his faith was right on target. How 
can we say that we are a follower of Jesus ••• and how can we say we are 
genuinely thankful to Him far all the blessings He has bestowed upon us, when 
we return unto Him only a pittance of what we have received? Some there are 
who need to think about this. 

God. has made us accountable for the way we use our lives. Do not apologize 
if you have became successful from honorable use of your abilities, your 
talents and opportunities. The worst sin is to take what He has given us and 
hoard it and hide it away ••• in the ground. So do not apologize but be thankful. 
And remember that even as we prosper, we are still accountable. To whom much 
has been given, much .is expected. Have the joy of sharing with others and 
participating with God in His ministry through His ChurCh. 

CLOSING I once read that in 1910, Olav Olavson - a Swedish citizen - fell 
upon hard tines and decided to sell his body for medical research 

after his death to the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm. The following year 
he inherited a fortune and resolved to "buy himself" back. But the institute 
refused to sell its rights to his body and they ended up going to court and 
won possession of it. Moreover, the institute obtained damages, since Olav 
had had two teeth pulled out without asking their permission as ultimate owner 
of his body. 

Remember, dear friend, our lives and all we own are 11 on lo{Ul" to us. The 
King is returning. Let us give thanks with full hearts and let us remember 
our accountability to Him who is the very source of all we have. 

PRAYER tvith grateful hearts, 0 God, for all you have bestowed upon us, 
we give You our thanks. Make us sensitive to your presence and 

your nearness ••• bless us, heal us ••• help us to use our gifts talents and 
opportunities to serve others in Your name. In the spirit of,Christ the Life 
Bringer. /Amen. ' 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sunday, November 19, 1989 

I. GREETING I VISTICRS I FRIENDS FROM FeRMER DAYS 

A. ',,Je greet the visitors in the congregation ••• delighted to 
have you with us ••• hope that we shall have the opportunity 
to greet you •••• 

B. Fill out a visitor card. Sign the Guest Book. Join us in 
worship •••• came and work with us in our programs •••• 

c. We minister in the na.ne of Christ and it is in His loving 
spirit that we greet you on this Thanksgiving Sunday. 

D. Present today is a dear friend from former days ••• Leroy 
Coffman •••• Indonesia ••• how wonderful it is to see you. 

II. PARISH CONCERNS 

A. Review them on your own ••• noting that next Sunday's 
coffee hour will be "in honor" of the L.o or more new friends 
of recent months ••• chance to get to know us better ••• and two 
weeks from this evening we shall be holding our "Membership 
Conversations" for those who wish to strengthen a tie and 
make a connection with this church. 

B. Today is DEDICATION SUNDAY. A word regarding the canvass. 
Invite Bob Lewis, chairperson of our Every Member Financial 
Canvass to bring us up to date on how we're doing. 
Share in Litany of Dedication following the Doxology ••• 

III. CHURCH FAIR I A 'tlCRD OF THANKS 

A. To all who worked on the Church Fair ••• and helped to make it 
successful •••• "thank you". A special word of thanks to Jacque. 
Some special bargains ••• downstairs after coffee hour. Make 
arrangements. Remember Christmas ·cards and pecans on sale. 

IV. TODAY 1S COFFEE HOUR 

A. Third floor Fellowship Hall. Elevator. Take stairs. 

I / 

V. . OFFERING I THANKSGIVING APPEAL 

A. "More blessed to give than it is to receive •• ••" 

B. Envelope in the pew ••• special Thanksgiving gift •••• to help 
others ••• part of it goes out •••• 



PAST<JlAL ffiATERt NoV811lber 19, 1989 

FATHER GOD, YOUR hand has touched our dust and given us the gift of life. 

You have given us the sense o t sight to see flowers and 
friends. 

You have given us the sense of sound to hear words and 
wind. 

You have given ue the sense of t011ch to feel and to ex
plore the world in which ve lift. · 

AWAKEN US, 0 IDRDt 

To the wonders or the world armnd us, 
To the sights and the sounds ot nature, 
To the presence of those wh., surround us, 
To the mrsterl.es of life that we cannot comprehend, 
To the simple joys that we can experience. 

THEU WE CRI BEO'JtE THANJOi'{TL -

That we ere ali "18 1 
That we can see, hear and experience. 
That we can think and remember, 
That we can love and be 1 ave d. 
Thnt we can wrrler and explore. 
That we can JrBY and can Jraise Yru. 

WRD, WE THANIC lOU 

For being patient with us, 
For not forgetting us when we forget You. 
F-.,r loving and forgiving us. 
For being with us now. 

For music and singing, 
For rest and leisure. 
For laughter and ja,y. 
For those who understand. 

M1ST r:P ALL, WE THANK Y'1U FOR NOT withholding the blessings of life front 
us even though we taka them for grmted. 

TAKE US P'![)M Otm WJRSHIP into the world where we tum words of thanksgiving 
into deeds of loving service. 

All of this 1 n the nrune and s piri t of Ch ria t. 
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For music and singing, 
For rest and leisure. 
For laughter and joy. 
For those who understand. 

MJST rP ALL, WE THANK F>U FOR NOT w1 thholding the blessings of life from 
us even though we take them for granted. 

TAKE US l"RJM OUR WJRSHIP into the WQrld where we tum words of thanksgiving 
into deeds of loving service. 

All of this in the name And spirit of Christ. -



ANTHEM: "Thee Will I Love" 

"Thee will I love, 0 Lord, who art my 
fortress. Thou art my shield, the horn of 
my salvation. God is my refuge safe. I 
trust in Him, my rock , my strength, my 
tower and my deliverer. 

In Him I find the solace that I long 
for. He guideth my steps that I may walk 
in comfort. I call on Him and invoke His 
aid, and I am saved from my strong enemy. 
When waves of death encompassed me, and 
snares of men made me afraid, then did He 
send, and take me from above, and drew me 
forth out of many waters. 

Thee will I love, 0 Lord, who art my 
fortress. Thou art my shield, the horn of 
my salvation. God is my refuge safe. I 
trust in Him, my rock, my strength, my tower 
and my deliverer. 

ANTHEM: "The Last Words of David" 

"He that ruleth over men must be just, 
ruling in the fear of God. And he shall be 
as the light of the morning when the sun 
riseth, even a morning without clouds; as 
the tender grass springing out of the earth 
by clear shining after rain. Alleluia." 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are 
usually held on Wednesday evening at 6:15 pm 
in the downstairs Choir Room. Due to Thanks
giving, the choir will not rehearse this week. 
Rehearsal will be next Sunday morning at ten 
o'clock in the chancel. 

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN" 

The "Hounds of Heaven" meet on Tuesday 
evening at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall. Dee 
Schaffield is serving as leader this month 
as the "Hounds" continue the study of Maxie 
Dunnam's book, Coping as Christians. New 
friends are always welcome; old ones, too. 

ALDERSGATE CLASS 

The Aldersgate Class meets on Wednesday 
evening at 7:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
Charles Wire is leading the class this month 
in an over-view of the New Testament. New 
friends are always welcome; old ons, too. 

WEAR YOUR NAME TAG 

If you need one, mention it to Dee 
Schaffield. New ones are now being ordered 
for new friends as well as present members. 

A SATURDAY FEEDING PROGRAM 

Volunteers are needed for the coming 
weeks for the Saturday afternoon Feeding 
Program for the Homeless. It takes place 
from one to three at the Park Avenue Christian 
Church, 85th Street and Park Avenue. Be in 
touch with Jan Ernst (288-6936) if you can 
lend a hand. 

PRIZE PECANS PEDALED ON PAUMC PREMISES 

Dee Schaffield will be in the Russell 
Room during coffee hour to sell holiday 
pecans. Five pages of pecan recipes for each 
purchaser. A pound of pecans costs five dollars. 



THE DEDICATION OF PLEDGES 

MINISTER: In the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we ded
icate these gifts to Christian worship. 

PEOPLE: We dedicate them to the unfinished 
tasks of the Church of Jesus Christ 
through evangelism and Christian educa
tion; through philanthropy and social 
justice and international good will. 

MINISTER: We dedicate them in loving memory 
of all those who have gone before us, 
and of all whose hearts and hands have 
faithfully served this Church since its 
founding in the year 1837; with deep 
gratitude and great affection for loyal 
comrades who have made with us this 
spiritual adventure; and with hope for 
those who shall walk this way in the 
days and years to come. 

MINISTER AND PEOPLE: We dedicate them to 
the glory of God, our Father, in honor 
of Jesus Christ, our living Lord; and 
the praise of the Holy Spirit, the source 
of light and life. And we, the people 
and minister of this ChUrch, ao here and 
now re-dedicate ourselves, with our gifts 
to the worship of God in this place and 
to the establishment of His Kingdom among 
people everywhere. For His is the power 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

THANKS AND GIVING AT THANKSGIVING: 
A FINANCIAL CANVASS DEDICATION SUNDAY WORD 

Our observance of Thanksgiving at the 
same service during which we dedicate our 
pledges of financial stewardship for 1990 is 
most appropriate. God has richly blessed us, 
both materially and with opportunities for 
service. Our church's service in the Lord's 
work in this world requires our support. 

The 1990 Financial Canvass provides each 
of us the opportunity to worship, to give 
thanks and to rejoice through our giving. 
(Read II Corinthians, 8 and 9). Our steward
ship reflects our recognition of God's 
material provision for us and our desire to 
advance His Kingdom's work. It is an oppor
tunity not to be missed! 

Have you made your stewardship commit
ment through a pledge of financial support 
for 1990? We hope to "wrap-up" the 1990 
canvass and achieve our goals before the 
year's end. Don't wait. Participate. A 
pledge card is in the pews. Copies of the 
budget are in the narthex. 

NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN 

New members will be received into the 
ChUrch oh SUhday, December lOth. Persons 
interested in strengthening a tie with the 
Church this Fall are invited to share word 
of this with Mr. Clarke as soon as possible. 

Next Sunday's coffee hour will be in 
"honor" of new friends of recent months. 
Plan to come and get to know us better. 
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through evangelism and Christian educa
tion; through philanthropy and social 
justice and international good will. 

MINISTER: We dedicate them in loving memory 
of all those who have gone before us, 
and of all whose hearts and hands have 
faithfully served this Church since its 
founding in the year 1837; with deep 
gratitude and great affection for loyal 
comrades who have made with us this 
spiritual adventure; and with hope for 
those who shall walk this way in the 
days and years to come. 

MINISTER AND PEOPLE: We dedicate them to 
the glory of God, our Father, in honor 
of Jesus Christ, our living Lord; and 
the praise of the Holy Spirit, the source 
of light and life. And we, the people 
and minister of this Church, do here and 
now re-dedicate ourselves, with our gifts 
to the worship of God in this place and 
to the establishment of His Kingdom among 
people everywhere. For His is the power 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

THANKS AND GIVING AT THANKSGIVING: 
A FINANCIAL CANVASS DEDICATION SUNDAY WORD 

Our observance of Thanksgiving at the 
same service during which we dedicate our 
pledges of financial stewardship for 1990 is 
most appropriate. God has richly blessed us, 
both materially and with opportunities for 
service. Our church's service in the Lord'i 
work in this world requires our support. 

The 1990 Financial Canvass provides each 
of us the opportunity to worship, to give 
thanks and to rejoice through our giving. 
(Read II Corinthians, 8 and 9). Our steward
ship reflects our recognition of God's 
material provision for us and our desire to 
advance His Kingdom's work. It is an oppor
tunity not to be missed! 

Have you made your stewardship commit
ment through a pledge of financial support 
for 1990? We hope to "wrap-up" the 1990 
canvass and achieve our goals before the 
year's end. Don't wait. Participate. A 
pledge card is in the pews. Copies of the 
budget are in the narthex. 

NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN 

New members will be received into the 
Church on Sunday, Decemoer lOt:n. Persons 
interested in strengthening a tie with the 
Church this Fall are invited to share word 
of this with Mr. Clarke as soon as possible. 

Next Sunday's coffee hour will be in 
"honor" of new friends of recent months. 
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ORGAN 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Nove mbe r 19, 1989 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

"Prelude and Fugue in E Minor" 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 694 "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

Help us, 0 Lord, who claim to be Christians. 
Teach us our responsibilities to You and to oth
ers in this world. Save us from loving religion 
inste ad of You. Take fire and burn away our hy
pocrisy. Take water and wash away the blood that 
we cause to be shed. Take sunlight and dry the 
t ea r s of those we have hurt. Take love a nd plant 
it in our he arts, that p e ace and joy may be made 
r e al for a ll people eve rywhere. For we ask these 
things in the name and spirit of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

Bach 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER Psalm 8 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

*** 
ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

"Thee Will I Love" 
Luke 19 : 11 - 2 7 

No. 743 
No. 71 

No. 885 

Honegger 
Page 913 

ANTHEM "The Last Words of David" Thompson 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
LITANY OF DEDICATION (se e insert) 
IIYMN NO. 131 "We Gather To g e the r" 
SERMON "Don't Apologize for Success, 
HYMN NO. 698 "God of .the Ages" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Our Father in Heaven" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

but Give Thanks" 

Bach 

LAY READER 

We we lcome John Lombardo to the lectern today. A 
native of New York City, a graduate of Columbia College, 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, John is an Eye 
Surgeon. John and his wife, Alix are the parents of 
Marisa. Here in the church, John is a Trustee. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Anna 
Delson in memory of loved ones. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters today are Ann Bryant and Bob Gardner. 
The ushers are Richmond and Lillian Bates, Michele Barton, 
Robin Chauncey, Larry Morales and Al Thomas. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Dianne Keller, Marie Allain, Anna Delson, Mary 
Frances Johnston, Tula Ponce de Leon and Pat Werner. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve . Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 
9:30 in Fellowship Hall. Janet Ernst is leading the 
class in a study of the book of Daniel. Coffee and 
doughnuts are available. All are welcome. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
November 19, 1989 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Prelude and Fugue in E Minor" 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 694 "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

Help us, 0 Lord, who claim to be Christians. 
Teach us our responsibilities to You and to oth
ers in this world. Save us from loving religion 
instead of You. Take fire and burn away our hy
pocrisy. Take water and wash away the blood that 
we cause to be shed. Take sunlight and dry the 
tears of those we have hurt. Take love and plant 
it in our hearts, that peace and joy may be made 
real for all people everywhere. For we ask these 
things in the name and spirit of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

Bach 

SILENT MEDITA'l'ION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER Psalm 8 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

*** 
ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

"Thee Will I Love" 
Luke 19: 11 - 27 

No. 743 
No. 71 

No. 885 

Honegger 
Page 913 

ANTHEM "The Last Words of David" Thompson 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
LITANY OF DEDICATION (see insert) 
HYMN NO. 131 "We Gather Together" 
SERMON "Don't Apologize for Success, but Give Thanks" 
HYMN NO. 698 "God of .the Ages" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Our Father in Heaven" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Bach 

LAY READER 

We welcome John Lombardo to the lectern today. A 
native of New York City, a graduate of Columbia College, 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, John is an Eye 
Surgeon. John and his wife, Alix are the parents of 
Marisa. Here in the church, John is a Trustee. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Anna 
Delson in memory of loved ones. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters today are Ann Bryant and Bob Gardner. 
The ushers are Richmond and Lillian Bates, Michele Barton, 
Robin Chauncey, Larry Morales and Al Thomas. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Dianne Keller, Marie Allain, Anna Delson, Mary 
Frances Johnston, Tula Ponce de Leon and Pat Werner. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 
9:30 in Fellowship Hall. Janet Ernst is leading the 
class in a study of the book of Daniel. Coffee and 
doughnuts are available. All are welcome. 


