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"DREAMS OF GLCRY"
INTRODUCTION

A teenage boy of Italian descent once wrote in his diary,

"I wanted more than mere fortune. I wanted fame. I
w2nted love. I wanted ~ name to ring around the world.
I shall never go home until I can go home somebodyl"
And one day he did go home "some bod;r'' •• ~.but not where it counted the most. At
the age of 18, this young Italian immigrated to America and changed his name. At
first he worked as a gardener and cabaret dancer before heading to Hol~ood.
After several years as a "bit player", he hit it big in 1921 and went on to star
in such film.s as The Sheik. And billed as the "World's Greatest Lover", this
young Italian immigrant was hounded by women who tore his clothes and even followed him to his bedroom. Lift a hand if you know who it is of whom I speak •••• and
if you say Francis Albert Sinatra -you're wrong. It was ••••Rudolph Valentino.
He returned to Italy in 1923 and sadly discovered that he was still a
"nobodY'' at home and this is what he wrote in his diary,
"No one paid any attention to me. There were hundreds of
Valentines in Italy far more handsome than I can ever
hope to be. In America, ~type stands out somewhat ••• but
in my own country, I am simply one of many. Ten years from
now I may be popular in Italy, but now they don't know me."
Valentino was never given the homecoming of his dreams. Far three years
later, at the young age of 31, he died of peritonitis. But 5o,ooo women tried
to attend his funeral and mourners still go out to visit his grave. His funeral
was here in the city. Frank E. Campbell's handled it and from that funeral,
they got their reputation as Number One in their field •• ,.in their profession.
TRANSITION

Have you ever had the dream of being famous ••• like Rudolph
Valentino or like Frank Sinatra. I 1ve known people vTho would
trade everything to be famous ••• to achieve that kind of notoriety. There are
those who wa1tld sell their souls to gain fame and to see their names in the
Broadway lights. And it's somewhat ••• understandable. Who was it who said that
"glory may be fleeting, but obscurity is forever. •" I know of clergy who love
to see their name in print, but I've always been content with the admonition,
"That the only time you should see your name U1 print
is on the day you're barn ••• again on the d~ you get
married, and then, a third time ••• on the day you die."
Do you desire fame and glory?
drive you to accomplish things you
help you with the fame part, but I
supposed to have glory. Listen to
prayer for the church and has this

Don't apologize for craving such for it may
would never accomplish otherwise. I can't
can tell you this ••• that you and I are
the words of Jesus. He is p1:-aying his famous
to say:

"I have given them the 'glory' that You gave me, that they
may be one as we are one : I in them and You in Me ••••• 11
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THE GLORY JESUS SPOKE OF IS DIFFERENT

Now, obviously •• this "glory" that
Jesus was referring to was different
from what you and I think of when we think of glory and it's important for us to
see that. Jesus, referring to His followers, says, "I have given them the glory".
Question: do you have yours. As follmrers of Jesus, do you have "the glory?"
Most of us will never know the world's glory. Chances are that no one here
will ever be featured on Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous, but then I could be
wrong. If there was a program called, Lifestyles of the Obscure and Innocuous,
we'd have a chan~e to be written up.
But most of us are like Tony Campolo. Tony Campolo says that some year.s ago
when his kids were in their pre-teen years, he took them with him on a spea.king engagement. When they drove into the parking lot adjacent to the auditorium
where, in just a few minutes, he was to speak, there were only three cars parked
there.
"Dadl" exclaimed his son, Bart, who at this point of his life was somewhat
impressed with Tony's role as a public speaker.
"Dad ••• nobody's come to hear you ••• and you're so famousl"
"Come on, Bart ••••• " responded his sister, Lisa, who Tony
says has always been in the realist in the family. "If
Dad is so famous •••• where are all the people?" "Knock it
off, Lisa" anm-rered Bart back. "It 1 s pretty tough being
famous when nobody knmrs who you are".
I think that's where most of us are •••• yes, it's tough, pretty tough being famous
when nobody knows who you are •••
You know, my dear friend, Giles Robinson, a former member and Lay Leader
here, who died about s.ix weeks ago dmm in Kentucky once confided to me that,
his dream was to be so famous as an actor - entertainer ••••
"That as he walked down Broadway and around this city that
people would stop and say •••• 'there 1 s Giles Rohinson 1 •••
'there's Giles Robinson •••• ' and then he would be forced
to put on his dark glasses ••• sun glasses ••• so that he could
be anonymous •••• "
Somehow those two things never added up properly •••• his dream of glory and his
desire to remain anonymous. Jesus never promised us that everybody would know
our name. He just promised us a bit of glory, but what Jesus called glory was
not what the world calls glory and maybe ••• that's just as welll Is the world
"over-looking you?" Maybe, you're fortunate.
Terry Bradshaw, the former all-star quarterback of the Stealers, often
spoke of what it was like being a hero one day and a heel the next day. On one
day, the quarterback might be highly favored with the fans and media ••• the man
of the hour. The next week, he could swiftly fall from glory and favor and fame.
He once described the girl who ran the cash register at the parking garage where
he kept his car. Sometimes she would greet him with a big smile and cheery
greeting. If the game had not gone rrrell that week, however, or the Steelers
lost, she greeted him with a sneer.

- 4"This, the first of His miraculous signs, Jesus performed
at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed His GLORY, and His
disciples put their faith in Him. •••"
And we can, too. Glory is ascribed to God, but then glory is ascribed to Jesus.
11'/hy? Because as Paul later wrote, "God was in Christ ••••• 11
God was in Christ,
at work ••• redeeming, restoring, reclaiming ••••• let us never forget thatl
Can we have His glory? Yes, indeed, we can.
By remembering this that where God is 1
there is glory. Glory, first, is ascribed to God. And then, second~, always
remember that anyplace God dwells, there is glory. God dwells in the heavens
(said the Psalmist), and so they shine with God's glory. And God dwells in
the temple, so the temple shines with God's glory. The Psalmist sings,
WHERE GOD IS, THERE IS GLORY

How?

"I love the house where you live, 0 Lord •••• the place
where your glory dwells" And, if God dwells within us,
then our lives will shine with God's glory. And •••
And St. Paul wrote,
rrno you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit •••who is in you •••whom you have received from
God?"
Now, followecarefully. When the Holy Spirit is at work in our lives, our
bodies then house the living God and if God dwells in your life, then you have
"the glor,y". You see •••• I think we often make the mistake of assuming that
glory comes from something we do •••• that glory is someth.ing we accomplish.
And that may be true in terms of the way the world regards glory, but what God
calls glory is simply the "opening of ourselvestt to God's indwelling presence.
And may tbat always be your dream of glory.
·

Mahatma Gandhi was one of the world's great religious figures of th~s
century. As you know, Gandhi never formally became a Christian, rut the "imprint"
of Christ on his life was real, unmistakable, profound.
Gandhi gained such immense prestige throughout
who regarded him as the "incarnation" of God. This
as he called it, bothered him, but there was little
General:!~ those who deified Gandhi were uneducated,

India that m~ there were
"meaningless deification",
that he.could do about it.
but not ahrays •••• for instance,

One d~e.~tll,~ train that Gandhi was on came to a sudden stop. A passenger had
pulled the emergency cord when he saw a lawyer fall headfirst from the train.
The lawyer quickled sometrow stumbled to his feet but maintained his balance and
remarkably was not hurt. It appeared to be a case of "good luck" that he was
not hurt •••• but the lawyer said "no" •••• "It wasn't luck". He told Gandhi that
he had escaped injury because Gandhi was riding on the same train as the great
Mahatma which made Gandhi laugh and remark, "Then you shouldn't have fallen at
all."
Mahatma Gandhi knew better than to be taken in by. such idle superstitions,
but Gandhi knew something else and that something else was later revealed in a
little story in the Smithsonian magazine. Let me sha.re it with you.

- 5Every January, in the city of Delhi, India honors its president and its
government leaders with a ceremonY that's called Beating Retreat. The centerpiece of this ceremony is an impressive marching display by the members of the
military. The marching is highly stylized and performed to the accompaniment
of instruments, especially drums. However, everyone waits in eager anticipation
for the finale of the Beating Retreat. Instead of a traditional Indian song,
or a military tune, the finale ~3 the Beating Retreat is a Christian hymn.
In tribute to Gandhi, the musicians play his favorite hymn, "Abide With Men.
Although most of the spectators, participants and honoreers in the ceremony are
Hindu, Buddhist or Sikh, the climax to the Beating Retreat is this sacred
hymn and always played with respectful fervor. Gandhi, you see, knew that
the glory did not belong with him, but rather with God and that is why he could
sing,
"Abide with me, fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens, Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, 0 abide with me. 11
CLOSING

Remember then, as you go on from here •••• that real glory is not
soMething we can accomplish. It is a gift and all we can do is
open our hearts to it and receive it. This needs to be emphasized time and
again •••• it's a simple truth. For within the Christian faith is found everything you need to feed your hungry, restless soul. There is a shining presence
that can be yours by opening your heart to God who has come to us in Christ.
Ruth Graham Bell, wife of evangelist, Billy Graham, shares this one with
us. She tells about ridi.ng along a North Carolina road with her children and
noticing a bulge in the pavement. The road apparently was new and the pavement
had that fresh look to it ••• unbroken ••• but l-rhy the bulge. What, she and the
children wondered, had the strength to push its way up and through ten inches
of road binding and asphalt? Each day for several vreeks, the little mound
rose noticeably and the children all had their ideas of what was causing it.
"It's an oak tree" sa.id one. "No ••• no, it's a locust"
said another. "No, dummy ••• it's a walnut" said still
another. Ruth heard little Bunny, the youngest exclaim,
"I think it's a morning glory ••• and that's the GLOO.Y
coming up ••• •"
My prayer •••• a most fervent prayer ••• is that you feel the glory of God swelling
up in your life this day ••• this hour •••• and remember that glory is a quality
ascribed in the Scriptures to God. Remember, too, that glory abides wherever
God abides. I trust He abides in your life, in a very real way, and that you
carry withi~!~J..~self oHis''dreams of glory~ •••• and that you share them with
others that they, too, may feel the glory of God in their lives as well1
PRAYER

0 God, may we be sensitive to Your nearness and to Your
presence in these moments. To you be the glory •••• for great
things You have done •••• so loved this world and given us Your Son •••who
yieldedHis life an atonement for sin, and opered the life-gate that all may
go in. To You be the glory - now and always. Amen.
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"DREAMS OF GLCRY"
INTRCDUCTION

A teenage boy of Italian descent once wrote in his diary,

"I wanted more than mere fortune. I wanted fame. I
w:nted love. I wanted my name to ring around the world.
I shall never go home until I can go home somebody1"
And one day he did go home "somebodyn •••• but not where it counted the most. At
the age of 18, this young Italian immigrated to America and changed his name. At
first he worked as a gardener and cabaret dancer before heading to Hol~ood.
After several years as a "bit player", he hit it big in 1921 and went on to star
in such films as The Sheik. And billed as the "World's Greatest Lover" 1 this
young Italian immigrant was hounded by women who tore his clothes and even followed him to his bedroom. Lift a hand if you Jmow who it is of whom I speak •••• and
if you say Francis Albert Sinatra - you're wrong. It was ••••Rudolph Valentino.
He returned to Italy in 1923 and sadly discovered that he was still a
"nobodY'' at home and this is what he wrote in his diary,
"No one paid any attention to me. There were hundreds of
Valentinos in Italy far more handsome than I can ever
hope to be. In America, my type stands out somewhat ••• but
in my own country, I am simply one of many. Ten years from
now I may be popular in Italy, but now they don't lmow me."
Valentino was never given the homecoming of his dreams. Far three years
later, at the young age of 31, he died of peritonitis. But 50,000 women tried
to attend his funeral and mourners still go out to visit his grave. His funeral
was here in the city. Frank E. Campbell's handled it and from that funeral,
they got their reputation as Number One in their field.
TRANSITION

Have you ever had the dream of being famous ••• like Rudolph
Valentino or like Frank Sinatra. I've Jmown people who would
trade everything to be famous ••• to achieve that kind of notoriety. There are
those who wonld sell their souls to gain fame and to see their names in the
Broadway lights. And it's somewhat ••• understandable. Who wa.s it who said that
"glory may be fleeting, but obscurity is forever. •" I know of clergy who love
to see their name in print, but I've always been content with the admonition,
"That the only time you should see your name iA print
is on the day you're barn ••• again on the d~ you get
married, and then, a third time ••• on the day you dieo 11
Do you desire fame and glory?
drive you to accomplish things you
help you with the fame part, but I
supposed to have glory. Listen to
prayer for the church and has this

Don't apologize far craVing such for it may
would never accomplish otherwise. I can't
can tell you this ••• that you and I are
the words of Jesus. He is pc:-aying his famous
to say:

"I have given them the 'glory' that You gave me, that they
may be one as we are one : I in them and You in Me ••••• "
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THE GLORY JESUS SPOKE OF IS DIFFERENT

obviously •• this "glorY" that
Jesus was referring to was different
from what you and I think of when we think of glory and it's important for us to
see that. Jesus, referring to His followers, says, "I have given them the glory".
Question: do you have yours. As followers of Jesus, do you have "the glory?"
Now,

Most of us will never know the world's glory. Chances are that no one here
will ever be featured on Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous, but then I could be
wrong. If there was a program called, Lifestyles of the Obscure and Innocuous,
we'd have a dhan~e to be written up.
But most of us are like Tony Campolo. Tony Campolo says that some years ago
when his kids were in their pre-teen years, he took them with him on a speaking engagement. When they drove into the parking lot adjacent to the auditorium
where, in just a few minutes, he was to speak, there were only three cars parked
there.
"Dadl" exclaimed his son, Bart, who at this point of his life was somewhat
impressed with Tony's role as a public speaker.
"Dad ••• nobody's come to hear you ••• and you're so famousl"
"Come on, Bart ••••• " responded his sister, Lisa, who Tony
says has always been in the realist in the family. "If
Dad is so famous •••• where are all the people?" "Knock it
orr, Lisa" answered Bart back. "It's pretty tough being
famous when nobody knows who you are".
I think that's where most of us are ••••yes, it's tough, pretty tough being famous
when nobody knows who you are •••
You know, l'IIY' dear friend, Giles Robinson, a former member and Lay Leader
here, who died about six weeks ago down in Kentuck,y once confided to me that,
his dream was to be so famous as an actor - entertainer ••••
"That as he walked down Broadway and around this city that
people would stop and say •••• 'there's Giles Robinson'•••
'there's Giles Robinson •••• ' and then he would be forced
to put on his dark glasses ••• sun glasses ••• so that he could
be anonymous •••• "
Somehow those two things never added up properly •••• his dream of glory and his
desire to remain anonymous. Jesus never promised us that everybody would lmow
our name. He just promised us a bit of glory, but what Jesus called glory was
not what the world calls glory and maybe ••• that's just as welll Is the world
"over-looking you?" Maybe, you're fortunate.
Terry Bradshaw, the former all-star quarterback of the Stealers, often
spoke of what it was like being a hero one day and a heel the next day. On one
day, the quarterback might be highly favored with the fans and rnedia ••• the man
of the hour. The next week, he could swiftly fall from glory and favor and fame.
He once described the girl who ran the cash register at the parking garage where
he kept his car. Sometimes she would greet him with a big smile and cheery
greeting. If the game had not gone •rell that week, however, or the Stealers
lost, she greeted him wi.th a sneer.
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He tells or the time
teenagers stopped him and
down the window-, thinking
they proceeded to spit in
what Jesus called glory.

he was pulling out or a local gas station and two
excitedly knocked on his car window. He rolled
that the tv-ro wanted his autograph. Without warning,
his race. N<M••• what the world calls glory is not
Question: what kind or glory are you seeking?

BIBLICALLY ••••GL<RY IS A QUAL.TI'Y GIVEN TO GCD

Biblically, glory is a
quality ascribed almost
exclusively to God. Those magnificent passages back there in the Old Testament came to mind ••••particularly those in the book of Psalms.
"The heavens declare the gBory of God. The skies proclaim
the world of His hands.
ay after day, they pour forth
speech; night after night, they display knowledge~
(Psalm 19)
"Lift up your .heads, 0 ye gates. Be lifted up ye ancient
doors, that the King of GLCRY may come in. Who is this
King of GLORY? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord
mighty in Battle."
(lsalm 2h)
"I love the house where you live, 0 Lord, the place where Your
glory dwells"
(Psalm 26: B)
You see ••• most of the time when we read in the Bible about glory, it is something
that people have ascribed to God and it's true in our hymns as well.
Grohp magazine did a survey amont Junior High teenages in youth groups
across t e country. "Describe the God you relieve in" they were asked and hear
some of the things they said.
"He 1 11 always be there when you don 1 t think He is ••• He 1 s
not a man or a woman ••• He's a spirit ••• a light that's everlasting. Strong •••powerrul ••• lvving ••• caring ••• forgiving •••
~sterious ••• the God who loves us no matter what we do -the
one, true God •• • .awesome. God 1 s a 100% guarantee of a problem
free life ••••• (don't you wish) •••• " And others said things
like, 'I believe in the God that sent His only Son to die on a
cross •••• He loves all people •••• even me ••• kind, just and
merciful and stern •••• run, and has a sense of humor. He wants
me to obey Him."
Those Junior High kids have a pretty good grasp on who God is and certainly
God is all those things and many more - and all are "wrapped up" in God's glory.

~

And, of course, Jesus sabred in God's glory.
John's Gospel puts it this waya

In fact, the prologue to

"The WCRD became flesh and dwelt among us. We have seen His
GLORY, the GLCRY of the One and Only ••• who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth" (John ] j lh)
And after the wedding where Jesus turned the water into wine, John is led to
~·rrite

s

..
- 4"This, the first of His miraculous s tgns, Jesus performed
at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed His GLCRY, and His
disciples put their faith in Him •••• 11
And we can, too. Glory is ascribed to God, but then glory is ascribed to Jesus.
1r/hy? Because as Paul 1a ter wrote, "God was in Christ ••••• "
God was in Christ,
at work ••• redeeming, restoring, reclaiming.
Can we have His glory. Yes, indeed, we can.
How? By remembering this that where God is,
there is glory. Glory, first, is ascribed to God. Am then, second)¥, always
remember that anyplace God dwells, there is glory. God dwells in the heavens
(said the Psalmist), and so they shine with God's glory. And God dwells in
the temple 1 so the temple shines with God's glory. The Psalmist sings,
WHERE GOD IS, THERE IS GL<EY

"! love the house where you live, 0 Lord •••• the place
where your glory dwells" And, if God dwells within us,
then our lives will shine with God's glory.

And St. Paul wrote,
"Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Ho:cySpirit •••who is in you •••whom you have received from
God?"
Now, follow~carefully. When the Holy Spirit is at work in our lives, our
bodies then house the living God and if God dwells in your life, then you have
"the glor,y". You see •••• ! think we often make the mistake of assuming that
glory comes from something we do •••• that glory is something we accomplish.
And t at may be true in terms or the way the world regards glory, but what God
calls glory is simply the "opening of ourselves" to God's indwelling presence.
And may tba t always be your dream of glory.
·

Mahatma Gandhi was one of the world's great religious figures of this
century. As you know, Gandhi never formally became a Christian, blt the "imprint"
or Christ on his life was real, unmistakable, profound.
Gandhi gained such immense prestige throughout
who regarded him as the "incarnation" of God. This
as he called it, bothered him, but there was little
Genera~"r- those who deified Gandhi were uneducated,

India that many there were
"meaningless deification",
that he could do about it.
but not always.

One day train that Gandhi was on came to a sudden stop. A passenger had
pulled the emergency cord when he saw a lawyer fall headfirst from the train.
The lawyer quickled s0111e\:rmr stwnbled to his feet but maintained his balance and
remarkably was not hurt. It appeared to be a case of "good luck" that he was
not hurt •••• but the lawyer said "no"••••"Itwasn't luck". He told Gandhi that
he had escaped injury because Gandhi was riding on the same train as the great
Mahatma which made Gandhi laugh and remark, "Then you shouldn't have fallen at
all."
Mahatma Gandhi knew better than to be taken in by such idle superstitions,
but Gandhi knew something else and that something else was later revealed in a
little story in the Smithsonian magazine. Let me shs.re it with you.
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Every January, in the city of Delhi, India honors its president and its
government leaders with a ceremony that's called Beating Retreat. The centerpiece of this ceremony is an impressive marching displ~ by the members of the
mill tary. The marching is highly stylized and performed to the accompaniment
of instruments, especially drwns. However, everyone waits in eager anticipation
far the finale of the Beating Retreat. Instead of a traditional Indian song,
or a military tune, the finale os the Beating Retreat is a Christian hymn.
•
In tribute to Gandhi, the musicians play his favorite hymn, "Abide With Me".
Although most of the spectators, participants and honoreers in the ceremo~ are
Hindu, Buddhist or Sikh, the climax to the Beating Retreat is this sacred
hymn and always played with respectful fervor. Gandhi, you see, lmew that
the glory did not belong with him, but rather with God and that is why he could
sing,
"Abide with me, fast falls the eventide;
The darlmess deepens, Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, 0 abide with me."
CLOOOO

Remember then, as you go on from here •••• that real glory is not
soMething we can accomplish. It is a girt and all we can do is
open our hearts to it and receive it. This needs to be emphasized time and
again •••• it's a simple truth • .For within the Christian faith is found everything you need to feed YC?_ur hungry 1 restless soul. There is a shining pre sene
that can be yours by opening your heart to God who has come to us in Christ.
Ruth Graham Bell, wife of evangelist, Billy Graham, shares this one with
us. She tells about riding along a North Carolina road with her children and
noticing a bulge in the pavement. The road apparently was new and the pavement
had that fresh look to it ••• unbroken ••• but why the bulge. What, she and the
children wondered, had the strength to push its way up and through ten inches
of road binding and asphalt? Each day for several vreeks, the little mound
rose noticeably and the children all had their ideas of what was causing it.
"It's an oak tree" said one. "No ••• no, it's a locust"
satd another. "No, dUJnrrJy' ••• it's a walnut" said still
another. Ruth heard little BUllllY, the youngest exclaim,
"I think it's a morning glory ••• and that's the GLCRY
coming up ••• •"
~y

prayer •••• a most fervent prayer ••• is that you feel the glory of God swelling
up in your life this day ••• this hour •••• and remember that glory is a quality
ascribed in the Scriptures to God. Remember, too, that glory abides wherever
God abides. I trust He abides in your life, in a very real way, and that you
carry withill\'"Y'CV.'rSelf •••• "dreams of glory" •••• and that you share them with
others that they, too, may feel the glary of God in their lives as welll
0 God, may we be sensitive to Your nearness and to Your
presence in these moments. To you be the glory •••• for great
things You have done •••• so loved this world and given us Your Son •••who
yieled His life an atonement far sin, and onered the life-gate that all may
go in. To You be the glory - now and always. Amen.
PRAYER

