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"ELIZABETH AND ZECHARIAH" 

INTRODUCTION This is part one of a two-part sermon about two wonderful 
people that we tend to overlook and pass by. 

Let's face it ••• it 1 s tough business living in somebody else's shadow. The 
Chrysler building in our own city - a handsome structure by any reckoning - has 
been all but lost in the sheen of that majestic lady that stands at 34th and 
Fifth and who will soon be celebrating her 60th birthday. The NYC Opera suffers 
from being in the same town with the Met. And for years in the Yankee outfield, 
Tommy Henrich - "0ld Reliable" they called him - was eclipsed by that stylish 
super-star who played center field and who in recent years batted for the Bov1ery 
Savings -Joe DiMaggio. It's not easy to live in someone else's shadow. 

OVER-SHADaVED IN THE BIBLE 

Zechariah. Elizabeth who? 
Mary and Joseph, but you're 
looks at the mention of Liz 

';Jhen it comes to being over-shadowed in the 
Bible, consider the case of Elisabeth and 

And Zechariah -what's his name? Most people know 
apt to get some blank, expressions and puzzled 
and Zech. Have you ever heard a sermon about them? 

Well, who were they? They were the parents of John the Baptist and John, 
as I mentioned last Sunday, is part of the Advent landscape, one of the tower
ing personalities of this Holy Season. His parents deserve a bit of attention 
because they raised a good boy who went on to become a great m:1n. The;y 're less 
celebrated than they ought to be because the action in which they are involved 
ts seen a[ a sub-plct of the larger Advent saga. Chances are that a television 
editor would drop them from the story entirely and get things moving with Mary 
and Joseph and the trip from Nazareth up to Jerusalem and then on to 3ethlehem. 

I've been living with Elizabeth and Zechariah for a few days this week and 
they are several things about them that we 1d do well to ponder. Let me share 
their story with you both today and nert Sunday and win your affection to them. 

GOOD WORD FOR THE ORDINARY 

ordinary in religion. 

First-off, this story provides me ~vith a bit of 
a launching pad to speak a good 'l·mr0 for the 

Both Elizabeth and Zechariah were of priestly lineage and both were well 
up there in ye3.rs. Zechariah must have been close to 7- when we first meet 
him in chapter one of Luke's Gospel. He was not a 11 na.'lt! 1' priest serving a 
prestigious temple. He lived in the hill country of Judea, and I suppose we'd 
refer to him today as a country preacher. Doubtless he drew the scorn of his 
more sophisticated colleagues down there in the city of Jerusalem. 

On the face of it, there isn't much to notice about this couple. Luke 
puts them before us with this statement of introduction: 

"In the days of Herod, King of Judea, there was a priest 
name Zechariah, of the division of Abijah; and he had a 
wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth" 

Now there are three names that matter in that verse: Herod, Zechariah, 

v •. -'IIIIo. 

and Elizabeth. Herod's name, of course, was the significant one - the name all 
knew and before which all trembled. By comparison, Elizabeth and Zechariah were 
a couple of nobodies. 
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Herod. His every word, every edict, we would have carefully examined. We 
would have feared his wrath and cursed his gall. The name suggests the awesoffle, 
cruel power of the state. But how wrong we would have been. For that ruthless, 
cruel ruler ha.d no future. God used Herod only to date the truly important. 
"A mere shadow on God's sundial" as someone once put it. 

The future was not with Herod, but with that dottering old priest and his 
barren wife. Ordinary people doing ordinary things. Oh, two weeks out of the 
year Zechariah would go up to Jerusalem to serve as a priest in the Temple. 
But other than that - day in and day out, year after year - they just "stayed 
with it" - priesting, comforting, encouraging, interpreting their faith and 
telling and re-telling the story of how God was Hith them. 

And, you knowo •• when you stop to think about it- it was people such as 
these who galvanized the very soul of Israel. Israel wasn't much on military 
power. It had no outstanding genius for government, like Rome. Its land was 
not spectacular, second rate. Their forte, their very strength was their 
faith and men and women like Zechariah and Elizabeth helped to keep the flame 
of faith burning. 

WE UNDER-ESTTI1ATE THE ORDINARY Now charge me, if you 1o1ill, with some pro-
fessional self-interest, but I say it none

theless: in our society we tend to under-estimate the influence ••• under-appreciate 
the contributions of ordinary religion to the common good. 

I have in mind here the worship offered up week after week, year after year, 
in the churches across our land and around the world ••• the regular celebration 
of the Sacraments and the preaching of the Word, and the marking of the festal 
occasions -Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter. I have in mind the daily prayers 
and constant pastoral oversight that are performed by relatively obscure men and 
women of whom the world is hardly aware. They 1 re not lis ted among the 11 shakers 
and movers" of our society. 

I always have an interest in finding out where the people who worship here 
and JOln the fellowship come from. In most cases, it would seem, those on whom 
the life of this Church rests - humanly speaking - come from small, non
descript congregations in "out of the way" places. Think about it while you're 
sitting here this morning ••• somebody did a good job on you. 

Back yonder, somewhere in the small towns of Pennsylvania and Ohio and 
Kentucky and Tennessee and Arkansas.and Missouri and South Dakota and down there 
in Texas and Alabama and Florida and up there in ~r~couver and Nova Scotia and 
down there in places like Gua:t.emala and Jamaica and British HonCI.uras and over 
in Africa in Lagos, Nigeria ••• wherever - somebody did a good job on you. Some 
Zechariah "priested" you and helped bring you to Jesus and helped to get you 
started on the path ••• perhaps it was a layperson. And now it's your turn to do 
the same ••• to pass it on ••• here in this place. 

In his book, The Children of Pride, Robert Myers has given us a collection 
of letters that depict life in the South before, during and after the Civil War. 
The letters follow one another without much editorial comment. I was especially 
fascinated by the influence of a small congregation in Midway, Georgia. If 
you 1 re from Georgia, you' 11 sit up tori th pride on this one. (I know one of our 
new members is from Georgia ••• perhaps there are others here today as well). Mid· 
way is just a little south of Savannah. Writes Myers: 
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''A bronze tablet to the left of the entrance idPntifies 
this imposing landmark as the Mirlway Congregational Church, 
erected in 1792. Th~=:> Church has been called, 'The Cradle 
of the Revolutionary Spirit in Georgia.' Two of its sons 
Lynnn Hall and Button Gwinett, were signers of the Declara
tion of Independence; two ()thers, Daniel Stewart and James 
Screven, became Brigadier Generals in the Revolutionary 
Army. In recognition of the marked patriotism of the t-'iid-vray 
corrrnuni ty durine; the War, the r.ounty of which the parish 
later became a part was honored by the name of Li~jrty. 

Six counties in Georgia today bear the names of Midway sons: 
Lyman Hall, Button Gwinett, Daniel Stewart, James Screven, 
John Baker, Augustus Octnvius Bacon. Four sons of Miday be
cnme early governors of Georgia: Lyman Hall, Button Gwinett, 
Richard Howley, Nathan Brownson. 

Among distin~uished Miday pastors were Abiel Holmes, father 
of Oliver Wendell Holmes anrl Jedidiah Horse, father of 
Samuel F. B. Morse. 

Descendants of the Miday community have found their way to 
the ';fuite House: Theodore Roosevelt was a great grandson of 
General Daniel Stewart, of Revolutionary fame; and Ellen 
Louise Axson, the first wife of Woodrow Wilson, 1vas a granct
rlaughter of the Rev. I. S. K. Axson, for 17 years pastor of 
the Midway Church. 

It would be impossible to name or even to number here the 
countless clergymen, doctors, lawyers, professors, teachers, 
scientists, judces, l€gislators and soldiers who have left 
this tiny church to assume positions of influence and dis
tinction throughout the nation and the 1o1orld. For a rural 
community which at no time boasted more than a few hundred 
souls and which was dispersed only a little more than a 
century after it was settled, such a record is indeed aston
ishing, if not unique!" 

All of which helps to underscore the first point of this t1'1o part sermon: the 
ordinary in religion. Don't ever sell it short. Its influence is long a.nd 
its stayine nower and travelling power is truly amazing. 

CLOSING Let me leave you then with this thought regarding these two 
ordinary people- Elizabeth and Zechariah. And I ho?e you'll 

be back next Sunday for part of their story. They may have been "up there" 
in years, but they were young of soul. And when it was still dnrk in Israel, 
they rose to chant their rnatins and anticipated the dawn. Or, to change the 
figure, when those around them were sounding taps, these t~·:c ordinary people 
were blowing reveille. Which reminds me: it isn't the number of candles on 
the cake that matters, but rather it's the candlepower of one's faith. 

Go on with your life, carry out your ministry to others in ways that may 
seem to you '[uite ordinary, and you will find as did Zechariah and Elizabeth 
that with God "nothing shall be impossible" 1 

"'' ..... 
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"ELIZABETH AND ZECHARIAH" 

INTRODUCTION This is part one of a two-part sermon about two wonderful 
people that we tend to overlook and pass by. 

Let's face it ••• it's tough business living in somebody else's shadow. The 
Chrysler building in our own city - a handsome structure by any reckoning - has 
been all but lost in the sheen of that majestic lady that stands at 34th and 
Fifth and who will soon be celebrating her 60th birthday. The NYC Opera suffers 
from being in the same town with the Met. And for years in the Yankee outfield, 
Tommy Henrich - "Old Reliable" they called him - was eclipsed by that stylish 
super-star who played center field and who in recent years batted for the Bov-1ery 
Savings -Joe DiMaggio. It's not easy to live in someone else's shadow. 

OVER-SHADOWED IN THE BIBLE Hhen it comes to being over-shadowed in the 
Bible, consider the case of Eliaabeth and 

Zechariah. Elizabeth who? And Zechariah - what's his name? Most people know 
Mary and Joseph, but you're apt to get some blankk expressions and puzzled 
looks at the mention of Liz and Zech. Have you ever heard a sermon about them? 

Well, who were they? They were the parents of John the Baptist and John, 
as I mentioned last Sunday, is part of the Advent landscape, one of the tower
ing personalities of this Holy Season. His parents deserve a bit of attention 
because they raised a good boy who went on to become a great man. They're less 
celebrated than they ought to be because the action in which they are involved 
is seen as a sub-plot of the larger Advent saga. Chances are that a television 
editor would drop them from the story entirely and get things moving with Mary 
and Joseph and the trip from Nazareth up to Jerusalem and then on to Bethlehem. 

I've been living with Elizabeth and Zechariah for a few days this week and 
they are several things about them that we'd do well to ponder. Let me share 
their story with you both today and next Sunday and win your affection to them. 

GOOD WORD FOR THE ORDINARY 

ordinary in religion. 

First•off, this story provides me with a bit of 
a launching pad to speak a good word for the 

Both Elizabeth and Zechariah were of priestly lineage and both were well 
up there in years. Zechariah must have been close to 7 ... when we first meet 
him in chapter one of Luke's Gospel. He was not a "nam~/1 priest serving a 
prestigious temple. He lived in the hill country of Judea, and I suppose we'd 
refer to him today as a country preacher. Doubtless he drew the scorn of his 
more sophisticated colleagues down there in the city of Jerusalem. 

On the face of it, there isn't much to notice about this couple. Luke 
puts them before us with this statement of introduction: 

"In the days of Herod, King of Judea, there was a priest 
name Zechariah, of the division of Abijah; and he had a 
wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth" 

Now there are three names that matter in that verse: Herod, Zechariah, 
and Elizabeth. Herod's name, of course, was the significant one - the name all 
knew and before which all trembled. By comparison, Elizabeth and Zechariah were 
a couple of nobodies. 
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Herod. His every word, every edict, we would have carefully examined. vJe 
would have feared his wrath and cursed his gall. The name suggests the awesome, 
cruel power of the state. But how wrong we would have been. For that ruthless, 
cruel ruler ha.d no future. God used Herod only to date the truly important. 
"A mere shadow on God's sundial" as someone once put it. 

The future was not with Herod, but with that dottering old priest and his 
barren wife. Ordinary people doing ordinary things. Oh, two weeks out of the 
year Zechariah would go up to Jerusalem to serve as a priest in the Temple. 
But other than that - day in and day out, year after year - they just "stayed 
with it" - priesting, comforting, encouraging, interpreting their faith and 
telling and re .. telling the story of how God was -vrith them. 

And, you know ••• when you stop to think about it- it was people such as 
these who galvanized the very soul of Israel. Israel vrasn 1 t much on military 
po~~r. It had no outstanding genius for government, like Rome. Its land was 
not spectacular, second rate. Their forte, their very strength was their 
faith and men and women like Zechariah and Elizabeth helped to keep the flame 
of faith burning. 

WE U.NDER-ESTIMATE THE ORDINARY Now charge me, if you lvill, with some pro-
fessional self-interest, but I say it none

theless: in our society we tend to under-estimate the influence ••• under-appreciate 
the contributions of ordinary religion to the common good. 

I have in mind here the worship offered up week after week, year after year, 
in the churches across our land and around the world ••• the regular celebration 
of the Sacraments and the preaching of the Word, and the marking of the festal 
occasions - Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter. I have in mind the daily prayers 
and constant pastoral oversight that are performed by relatively obscure men and 
women of whom the world is hardly aware. They're not listed among the "shakers 
and movers" of our society. 

I always have an interest in finding out where the people who worship here 
and join the fellowship come from. In most cases, it would seem, those on whom 
the life of this Church rests - humanly speaking - come from small, non• 
descript congregations in "out of the way" places. Think about it while you're 
sitting here this morning ••• somebody did a good job on you. 

Back yonder, somewhere in the small towns of Pennsylvania and Ohio and 
Kentucky and Tennessee and Arkansas;a.nd Missouri and South Dakota and down there 
in Texas and Alabama and Florida and up there in Vancouver and Nova Scotia and 
down there in places like Guamemala and Jamaica and British Honduras and over 
in Africa in Lagos, Nigeria ••• wherever -somebody did a good job on you. Some 
Zechariah "priested" you and helped bring you to Jesus and helped to get you 
started on the path ••• perhaps it was a layperson. And now it's your turn to do 
the same ••• to pass it on ••• here in this place. 

In his book, The Children of Pride, Robert Myers has given us a collection 
of letters that depict life in the South before, during and after the Civil War. 
The letters follow one another without much editorial comment. I was especially 
fascinated by the influence of a small congregation in Midway, Georgia. If 
you're from Georgia, you'll sit up with pride on this one. (I know one of our 
new members is from Georgia ••• perhaps there are others here today as well). Mid
way is just a little south of Savannah., Writes Myers: 
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"A bronze tablet to the left of the entrance identifies 
this imposing landmark as the Midway Congregational Church, 
erected in 1792. The Church has been called, 'The Cradle 
of the Revolutionary Spirit in Georgia.' Two of its sons 
Lyman Hall and Button Gwinett, were signers of the Declara
tion of Independence; two others, Daniel Stewart and James 
Screven, became Brigadier Generals in the Revolutionary 
Ar~. In recognition of the marked patriotism of the Midway 
community during the War, the county of which the parish 
later became a part was honored by the name of Liberty. 

Six counties in Georgia today bear the names of Midway sons: 
Lyman Hall, Button Gwinett, Daniel Stewart, James Screven, 
John Baker, Augustus Octavius Bacon. Four sons of Miday be• 
came early governors of Georgia: Lyman Hall, Button Gwinett, 
Richard Howley, Nathan Brownson. 

Among distinguished Hiday pastors were Abiel Holmes, father 
of Oliver Wendell Holmes and Jedidiah Morse, father of 
Samuel F. B. Morse. 

Descendants of the Miday community have found their way to 
the White House: Theodore Roosevelt was a great grandson of 
General Daniel Stewart, of Revolutionary fame; and Ellen 
Louise Axson, the first wife of Woodrow Wilson, was a grand
daughter of the Rev. I. S. K. Axson, for 17 years pastor of 
the Midway Church. 

It would be impossible to name or even to number here the 
countless clergymen, doctors, lawyers, professors, teachers, 
scientists, judges, legislators and soldiers who have left 
this tiny church to assume positions of influence and dis
tinction throughout the nation and the world. For a rural 
community which at no t).me boasted more than a few hundred 
souls and which was dispersed only a little more than a 
century after it was settled, such a record is indeed aston
ishing, if not unique!" 

All of which helps to underscore the first point of this two part sermon: the 
ordinary in religion. Don't ever sell it short. Its influence is long and 
its staying power and travelling power is truly amazing. 

CLOSING Let me leave you then with this thought regarding these two 
ordinary people- Elizabeth and Zechariah. And I hope you'll 

be back next Sunday for part of their story. They may have been "up there" 
in years, but they were young of soul. And when it was still dark in Israel, 
they rose to chant their matins and anticipated the dawn. Or, to change the 
figure, when those around them were sounding taps, these two ordinary people 
were blowing reveille. Which reminds me: it isn't the number of candles on 
the cake that matters, but rather it's the candlepower of one's faith. 

Go on with you.r life, carry out your ministry to others in ways that may 
seem to you quite ordinary, and you will find as did Zechariah and Elizabeth 
that with God "nothing shall be impossible"! 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sunday, December 6, 1987 

Io HOLY COMMUNION 

A. It has long been the custom of this Church to celebrate 
the Sacrament.e.on the first Sunday of the month. We like 
to announce, for the benefit of visiting friends that the 
Table of our Lord is open •• o 

B. A word regarding procedure. The elements will be served 
to you in the pews by the ushers. Upon receiving them, 
please hold them •• o 

II. PICK UP 

A. Be sure to pick up the December issue of our monthly new 
sheet •• o in the narthex •••• our tha.n.ks to Lucy Dinnes, the 
Editor, for the marvellous piece of work she does in ••• 

III. PARISH CONCERNS 

. A. Parish concerns are "high-lighted" in the Sunday bulletin. 
Review ther.: on your own before you depart. 

B. Note the word regarding the Christmas flower fund and the 
envelope in the pews for those who wish to respond, •• 

C. Also, note the invitation for carolling next Sunday evening 
extended to you by the Adult Fellowship. We'll be meeting 
around 6:15 to 6:30 here at the Churcp and then heading out 
to different places in the neighborhood. 

D. The Fj_nancial Canvass continues. Here to bring a brief re .. 
port is the Chairman of the Canvass, Dr. John Simms. 

E. Education Committee will be meeting Thursday evening to put 
the final touches on the Children's Christmas Pageant and 
Party that's scheduled for Sunday, the 20th of December. 

IV. OFFERING 

A, "It is more blessed to give than to receive". In this 
spirit, let us worship God with our morning offering. 

V. GREETING TO THE VISTI'CRS 

A. We greet the visitors in the congregation today ••• delighted to 
have you with us ••• hopl that lore '11 have opportunity to greet 
you personally as you depart ••• door or downstairs. Be free 
in sharing of name •••• fill out a card ••• sign Guest Book. 

B. You worship in a Church whose roots are deep in the soil ••• 
l50th year ••• minister in the name of Christ, 



CANDLE LIGHTING I BANNER: December 6, 1987 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT Today is the Second Sunday in Advent and 
today we light the second candle on our 

lovely Advent Wreath - the Candle symbolizing the HOPE that Jesus brings 
in to our world and in to our lives. 

Our HOPE banner is up ••• hanging over here on the wall ••• re
minding us that we're one week closer to Christmas than we were last Sun
day when we lit the first candle and looked at our PEACE banner. 

Let's light the candle and we have Toni Berns and Daniel 
Lewis ready to give us a hand on this. And then all the children are 
going to gather here on the steps and sing to us of the PEACE of this 
Holy Season. DANIEL S GRANDMOTHER: Mrs. Longer ich 

SONG I PRAYER Let's have a prayer while we're here together: 

''0 God, with the coming of Advent, we begin our journey 
toward Christmas and the child who grew to be our King. 

"f;Je come like shepherds, lonely and seeking. 
We come like Wise Men, so often looking in the 

wrong places for Your gifts. 
We come because year after year we have heard the 

angels sing and been reminded of the gift 
of love. 

Help us, in these days of Advent, to prepare ourselves, 
so that when the star shines over a stable 
and the angels sing the good news, we may be 
ready to receive it because our hearts are 
open and receptive to your leading. 

We pray for a time when violence and crying shall end 
and all your children - the world over - shall 
live in peace, honoring one another in justi~e 
and loveo In the spirit of Christ we pray. 

THANK YOU Thank you, boys and girls, for blessing us all in such a 
wonderful way in these moments., re invite you to stay for 

the reception of new members ••• 20 people joining our Church today ••• and I 
hope you'll help to make them feel at home here with us. 

Yes today we are receiving new friends into the fellowship of 
' ' h. our church. I'd like to invite the co-chairpersons of our members 1p 

committee: Linda Burtch and John Lombardo ••• along with next year's co
chairpersons: Anne Bryant and Bob Gardner ••• to join me at the altar ••••. 
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PRAYER Grateful we are, 0 God, for this story of old ••• filled with 
meaning for us even today. It serves to remind us that You so 

often speak to us through ordinary people who have been close to you, who 
have remained faithful to the highest and best they have known. 

We pray that in these quiet moments you will visit our sick with the 
quiet assurance of thy care. Encircle the bereaved ~ith Thy warming, 
healing presence. Point our markers on the trail for those who have lost their 
way here in the city. And douse with the cold waters of common sense aQY 
who might this very day be on the verge of some destructive action or 
decision. 

The race is short, 0 God, even at its longest and we would try to run it 
well, and to Thy glory. In the name and spirit of Christ, we pray. 



ANTHEM: "Magnificat" 

"My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For 
He hath regarded th~ low estate of His hand
maiden; for, behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed. For He 
that is mighty hath done to me great things, 
and Holy is His name." 

ANTHEM: "Of the Father's Love Begotten" 

The words for this 13th century plain
song are found in the hymnal, page 357. 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - comes after the Bene
diction. Time permitting, we invite you to 
share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the choir. Rehearsals are 
held on Wednesday evenings at 6:15 pm in the 
downstairs Choir Room. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick up your copy of the 
December issue of our monthly news sheet, "A 
Word In Edgeways". Copies are by the door 
in the narthex as well as on the table in 
the Russell Room. It's not mailed out un
less requested. 

THE ADVENT WREATH 

The Advent wreath with its four red 
candles is one of the traditions of the 
Christmas Season. Our Advent wreath - made 
possible through the kindness of one of our 
members - is on the chancel steps. 

Today, on the second Sunday of Advent, 
we light the second candle - the candle of 
Hope. Today's candle lighters are Antonia 
Berns and Daniel Lewis. 

THE CHRISTMAS FLOWER FUND 

Those wishing to give to the fund for 
Christmas decorations are invited to use the 
envelope in the pew. The amount received 
determines what we are able to do in the 
way of Christmas decorations in the Church. 

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN" 

The "Hounds of Heaven" study group will 
meet on Tuesday evening at 6:30 in Fellow
ship Hall. George Leopold serves as leader. 
Scott Peck's book, The Road Less Traveled, 
is being read. All are welcome. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Education Committee will meet Thurs
day evening at 7:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. 

HOLIDAY PECANS 

See Bobbie Heron or Betty Berg for your 
one pound bag ($5.50) of holiday pecans. 
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FINANCIAL CANVASS 

The 1988 Financial Canvass is nearing 
completion. Pledge cards are still being 
received. To date, 166 pledges totalling 
$ 97,134 have been gratefully received. Our 
1988 goal is $110,000 and 230 pledges. 

If you have not yet responded with your 
1988 pledge of financial support, may we in
vite you to do so today. Thank you. 

RESERVE THE DATE 

The Oratorio Society of New York, un
der the direction of Lyndon Woodside, will 
present Handel's Messiah on Monday evening, 
December 14th, at Carnegie Hall. Reserve 
the date and include this performance of the 
Messiah as a part of your Christmas this 
year. Tickets are available at the box of
fice. Bobbie Heron will be glad to offer 
you guidance on ticket purchase. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLLING 

Members of the Adult Fellowship are 
inviting you to a Christmas carol sing on 
Sunday evening, December 13th. We will 
meet at the Church at 6:30 pm. We'll visit 
some of our shut-ins and end the evening 
with hot chocolate around a fire place in 
some one's apartment. All are invited. 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT AND PARTY 

The Annual Christmas Pageant and P~rty 
for the entire Church family will be held 
Sunday, December 20th. Sponsored by the 
Education Committee, it's always a warm and 
wonderful time for the parish. The pageant 
by the children, the singing of carols and 
a visit from Santa Claus make it an after
noon not to miss. It follows Church two 
weeks from today with the pageant coming 
after the closing hymn and benediction. 



18-8495 

PARK AVENUE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

106 East 86th Street 

New York, N.Y. 10028 

289-6997 

MINISTER 

Rev. Philip A. C. Clarke 

ORGANIST-CHOIR DIRECTOR 

Mr. Lyndon Woodside 

BUSINESS MANAGER 

Mr. Jack Schmidt 

CHURCH SECRET ARIES 

Mrs. Judy Ferland 

Mrs. Mary Lou Betz 

DAY SCHOOL DIRECTOR 

Mrs. Judith Keisman 

CUSTODIAN 

Mr. Roberto Meriles 

Utha In U.S.A. Copyright 11&4 Auglburg Pubtlshlng HouN 



ORGAN 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
December 6, 1987 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

"Now Comes the Savior" 

HYMN NO. 354 "0 Come, 0 Come, Emmanuel" 
APOSTLES' CREED 
GLORIA PATRI 

*** 
LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
CHRISTMAS CAROL 

*** 
SCRIPTURE Luke 1: 5 - 7 
PARISH CONCERNS 
ANTHEM "Magnificat" 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 374 "Angels We Have Heard on High" 
MEDITATION "Elizabeth and Zechariah" 
PRAYER 

*** 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Bach 

No. 738 
No. 792 

No. 829 

Page 887 

Pergolesi 

Mr. Clarke 

Anthem "Of the Father's Love Begotten" 
The Invitation (No. 832) 
The General Confession 
The Prayer for Pardon 
The Prayer of Consecration 
The Prayer of Humble Access 
The Agnus Dei 
The Partaking of the Elements 
The Prayer of Resolution 

HYMN NO. 381 "O Little Town of Bethlehem" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Voluntary" 

*** 

Purcell 

LAY READER 

We welcome Missy Darwin to the lectern this morning. 
A native of Little Rock, Arkansas, and a recent graduate 
of the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville, Missy - an 
actress - is in the city to pursue a career in musical 
theater. She and her sister, Leslie, are both members of 
the choir and Missy is joining our Church today. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar are given by Julie Hymen 
in loving memory of her grandmother, Orpha Mae Hymen. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters today are Linda Burtch and John Lombar
do. The ushers are Len Williams, William Chambers, John 
Lombardo, Robert Lewis, Rick Kilbride, Kenneth Pew, John 
Wheeler and Charles Wire. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Marie Birillo, Josefina Garcia, Sara Haruyama, 
Susan Langley, Anette Lewis and Katherine Robinson. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL , NURSERY CARE, ADULT BIBLE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from eleven to twelve. Nursery care for 
infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor. 

An Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday mornings at 
9:15 in our third floor Fellowship Hall lounge. Anna 
Delson is serving as leader for a study of the Book of 
Genesis. New friends are always welcome. Beginning in 
January, Dr. John Simms will lead the class in a study 
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11 ELIZABETH AND ZECHARIAH" 

INTRODUCTION This is part one of a two-part sermon about two wonderful 
people that we tend to overlook and pass by. 

Let's face it ••• it 1s tough business living in somebody else's shadow. The 
Chrysler building in our own city - a handsome structure by any reckoning - has 
been all but lost in the sheen of that majestic lady that stands at 34th and 
Fifth and who will soon be celebrating her 60th birthday. The NYC Opera suffers 
from being in the same town with the Met. And for years in the Yankee outfield, 
Tommy Henrich - "Old Reliable" they called him - was eclipsed by that stylish 
super-star who played center field and who in recent years batted for the Bowery 
Savings -Joe DiMaggio. It's not easy to live in someone else's shadow. 

OVER-SHADONED IN THE BIBLE 

Zechariah. Elizabeth who? 
Mary and Joseph, but you're 
looks at the mention of Liz 

'dhen it comes to being over-shadowed in the 
Bible, consider the case of Elisabeth and 

And Zechariah -what's his name? Most people know 
apt to get some blank;. expressions and puzzled 
and Zech. Have you ever heard a sermon about them? 

Well, who were they? They were the parents of John the Baptist and John, 
as I mentioned last Sunday, is part of the Advent landscape, one of the tower
ing personalities of this Holy Season. His parents deserve a bit of attention 
because they raised a good boy who went on to become a great m3.n. They're less 
celebrated than they ought to be because the action in which they are involved 
is seen aE- a sub-plct of the larger Advent saga. Chances are that a television 
editor would drop them from the story entirely and get things moving with Mary 
and Joseph and the trip from Nazareth up to Jerusalem and then on to Bethlehem. 

I've been living with Elizabeth and Zechariah for a few days this week and 
they are several things about them that we 1d do well to ponder. Let me share 
their story with you both today and next Sunday and win your affection to them. 

GOOD WORD FOR THE ORDINARY 

ordinary in religion. 

First-off, this story provides me lvith a bit of 
a launching pad to speak a good worrl for the 

Both Elizabeth and Zechariah were of priestly lineage and both were well 
np there in ye3.rs. Zechariah must have been close to 7- when we first meet 
him in chapter one of Luke 1 s Gospel. He was not a "n3..1~'' priest serving a 
prestigious temple. He lived in the hill country of Judea, and I suppose we'd 
refer to him today as a country preacher. Doubtless he drew the scorn of his 
more sophisticated colleagues down there in the city of Jerusalem. 

On the face of it, there isn't much to notice about this couple. Luke 
puts them before us with this statement of introduction: 

"In the days of Herod, King of Judea, there was a priest 
name Zechariah, of the division of Abijah; and he had a 
wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth" 

Now there are three names that matter in that verse: Herod, Zechariah, 
and Elizabeth. Herod's name, of course, was the significant one - the name all 
knew and before which all trembled. By comparison, Elizabeth and Zechariah were 
a couple of nobodies. 

_ .... 
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Herod. His every word, every edict, we would have carefully examined. 1le 
would have feared his 'N.rath and cursed his gall. The r~e suggests the awesome, 
cruel power of the state. But how wrong we would have been. For that ruthless, 
cruel ruler had no future. God used Herod only to date the truly important. 
"A mere shadow on God's sundial" as someone once put it. 

The future was not with Herod, but with that dottering old priest and his 
barren wife. Ordinary people doing ordinary things. Oh, two weeks out of the 
year Zechariah would go up to Jerusalem to serve as a priest in the Temple. 
But other than that - day in and day out, year after year - they just "stayed 
with it" - priesting, comforting, encouraging, interpreting their faith and 
telling and re-telling the story of how God was with them. 

And, you know ••• when you stop to think about it- it was people such as 
these who galvanized the very soul of Israel. Israel r,rasn't much on military 
power. It had no outstanding genius for government, like Rome. Its land was 
not spectacular, second rate. Their forte, their very strength was their 
faith and men and women like Zechariah and Elizabeth helped to keep the flame 
of faith burning. 

WE UNDER-ESTIMATE THE ORDINARY Now charge me, if you will, with some pro-
fessional self-interest, but I say it none

theless: in our society we tend to under-estimate the influence ••• under-appreciate 
the contributions of ordinary religion to the common good. 

I have in mind here the worship offered up week after week, year after year, 
in the churches across our land and around the world ••• the regular celebration 
of the Sacraments and the preaching of the Word, and the marking of the festal 
occasions - Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter. I have in mind the daily prayers 
and constant pastoral oversight that are performed by relatively obscure men and 
women of whom the world is hardly aware. They're not listed among the "shakers 
and movers" of our society. 

I always have an interest in finding out where the people who worship here 
and JOln the fellowship come from. In most cases, it would seem, those on whom 
the life of this Church rests - humanly speaking - come from small, non
descript congregations in "out of the way" places. Think about it while you're 
sitting here this morning ••• somebody did a good job on you. 

Back yonder, somewhere in the small towns of Pennsylvania and Ohio and 
Kentucky and Tennessee and Arkansas_and Missouri and South Dakota and down there 
in Texas and Alabama and Florida and up there in Vr!Ticouver and Nova Scotia and 
down there in places like Guatemala and Jamaica and British Honcturas and over 
in Africa in Lagos, Nigeria ••• wherever -somebody did a good job on you. Some 
Zechariah "priested" you and helped bring you to Jesus and helped to get you 
started on the path ••• perhaps it was a layperson. And now it's your turn to do 
the same ••• to pass it on ••• here in this place. 

In his book, The Children of Pride, Robert Myers has given us a collection 
of letters that depict life in the South before, during and after the Civil War. 
The letters follow one another without much editorial comment. I was especially 
fascinated by the influence of a small congregation in Midway, Georgia. If 
you're from Georgia, you' 11 sit up ,.ri th pride on this one. (I know one of our 
new members is from Georgia ••• perhaps there are others here today as well). Mid
way is just a little south of Savannah. Writes Myers: 
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''A bronze tablet to the left of the entrance identifies 
this imposing landmark ~s the Midway Congregational Church, 
erected in 1792. Th~ Church has been called, 'The Cradle 
of the Revolutionary Spirit in Georgia.' Two of its sons 
Lyman Hall and Button Gwinett, were signers of the Declara
tion of Independence; two others, Daniel Stewart and James 
Screven, became Brigadier Generals in the Revolutionary 
Army. In recognition of the marked patriotism of the Midway 
community durinE the War, the county of which the parish 
later became a part was honored by the name of Liberty. 

Six counties in Georgia today bear the names of Midway sons: 
Lyman Hall, Button Gwinett, Daniel Stewart, James Screven, 
John Baker, Augustus Octavius Bacon. Four sons of Miday be
cnme early governors of Georgia: Lyman Hall, Button Gwinett, 
Richard Howley, Nathan Brownson. 

Among distin~uished Hiday pastors were Abiel Holmes, father 
of Oliver Wendell Holmes ami Jedidiah Horse, father of 
Samuel F. B. Morse. 

Descendants of the Miday community have found their way to 
the 1.-Jhite House: Theodore Roosevelt was a great grandson of 
General Daniel Stewart, of Revolutionary fame; and Ellen 
Louise Axson, the first wife of Woodrow Wilson, 1vas a grand
daughter of the Rev. I. S. K. Axson, for 17 years pastor of 
the Midway Church. 

It would be impossible to name or even to number here the 
countless clergymen, doctors, la~yers, professors, teachers, 
scienUsts, judees, l€gislators and soldiers who have left 
this t.lny church to assume positions of influence and dis
tinction throughout the nation and the \.World. For a rural 
community which at no time boasted more than a few hundred
sou:l.s and which was dispersed only a little more than a 
century after it was settled, such a record is indeed aston
ishing, if not unique!" 

All of which helps to underscore the first point of this t1w part sermon: the 
ordinary in religion. Don't ever sell it short. Its influence is long and 
its staying nower and travelling power is truly amazing. 

CLOSING Let me leave you then with this thought regarding these two 
ordinary people- Elizabeth and Zechariah. And I hope you'll 

be back next Sunday for part of their story. They may have been "up there" 
in years, but they were young of s~~l. And when it was still dark in Israel, 
they rose to chant their m~tins and anticipated the dawn. Or, to change the 
figure, when those around them were sounding taps, these t;.·:c ordinary people 
were blowing reveille. Which reminds me: it isn't the number of candles on 
the cake that matters, but rather it's the candlepmver of one's faith. 

Go on with your life, carry out your ministry to others in ways that may 
seem to you 1uite ordinary, and you will find as did Zechariah and Elizabeth 
that with God "nothing shall be impossible"! 

'· 


