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"EXCITED. MOTIVATED. CHANGED 1 u 

INTRODUCTION The farmer said to the young soldier, 

"You gotta be brave to come down in a one hundred-rn.ile gale 
l.ike this in a parachute." "How'd you ever do it?" 

To which the young soldier replied, 

"I didn't come down l.ike this in a chute~ sir, .••.• I went 
up in a tent!" 

A one hundred mile per hour gale hit the IHsc.iples of Jesus on that first 
Pentecost. They didn't come down in a parachute. They went up in a tent. 

DEVELOPMENT The events of that day were dramatic. The disciples were to-
gether to celebrate the Jewish Harvest Festival knm1n as Pente

cost. Suddenly, there was,~.a sound like a violent blast of wind. Then, over the 
head of each of them there appeared what looked like :tongues of fire. And they 
1.vere all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak .in different languages. 

There were in Jerusalem at that time devout men from many distant lands. 
11hen they heard about this unusual phenomenon, they came to see for themselves. 
They,were amazed because each of them heard the disciples speaking in their 
own language. 

Some of them asked, what does this mean? 
disciples of being drunk. Simon Peter was the 
said, "Look ••• we're not drunk ••• after all it's 
He went on to say, 

Others sneered and accused the 
spnkesperson for the day and he 
only nine o' clock in the morning. 11 

n ••.•• Rather this is the fulf.illment of the prophecy of Joel, 
'And it shall come to pass in the ]ast days, saith God, I 
will pour out my Spirit U:.pon all flesh: and yourssons and 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams". 

Then Peter linked the Old Testament prophecy with the Good News of the 
message of Jesus. And when he finished, people began asking, "What shall we 
do?" And Peter answered, "Repent and be baptized". They did and they were. 
About three thousand of them. But this was only the ... Beginning. When the cele
bration had subsided, they met together regularly for fellowship, for prayer, 
for praise and for teaching. 

" •••• and the Lord added to their number daily such as should 
be saved." 

11hat an electrifying story! This is how it all began. This is what the 
great events of the Old Testament and the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus 
were all leading up to. A new group of people came into being that first 
Pentecost. The church of Jesus Christ was born. We need to be reminded from 
time to time where we came from. This was the beginning. Pentecost - the 
birthday of the Christian Church. Along with Christmas and Easter, one of the 
three great days of the Christian year! 
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WE NEED TO BE REMINDED OF THE EXCITEMENT First-off, we need to be re-
minded of the excitement. We 

all need some measure of excitement in our lives. life need it in our work. 
In all the days I've been in this church, I've never had a d~.ll day. I'm 
blessed. 1rJe need it in our marriages. He also need it in the Church. I say 
that knowing that there are some people who are scared to death of getting 
exc.i ted .in church. 

It reminds me of a story David McCullough tells inhia book, Mornings On 
Horseback, about young Teddy Roosevelt. 

Roosevelt's mother discovered one day that her son was so afraid of the 
Madison Square Church where their family attended here in this city that he re
fused to set foot inside if all alone. He was terrified, she discovered, of 
something called the "zeal". This zeal was crouched in the dark corners of the 
church ready to jump out at him, and devour him. \Vhen she asked what a zeal 
might be like, he said he wasn't really"1that sure, but thought it was probably 
like some large animal - perhaps an alligator or a dragon. He said he had 
heard the minister read about it from the huge Bible in the Church. 

Using a concordance, she read him those passages containing the word 
zeal until suddenly, very excited, he told her to stop. The line was from 
John2:17, 

"And His disciples remembered that it was written, 'The 
zeal of thine house hath eaten me up"' 

Young Teddy Roose1elt wanted nothing to do with this "zeal" that could eat 
people up. Zeal. Ardor. Fervor. Enthusiasm. Animation. Eagerness. 

There are people today in our churches who, I sometimes think, are somewhat 
scared to death of the zeal of theLbord. They associate excitement or 
enthusiasm of zeal with emotionalism. They associate it with dancing in the 
aisles and jumping pews. Most of us would not be comfortable in such an atmos
phere. Nevertheless, vJe do hunger for a little more excitement - a little more 
el)thusiasm. 

The word "e nth».siasm" comes from the Greek word ENTHOUSIASMOS which means 
"the God within you". Is there anyone in this room this morning who does not 
hunger for a greater sense of God's presence v.rithin? 

Maurice Boyd of the Fifth Aven11e Presbyterian Church tells about a book 
called, The Enthusiasms Of Robertson Davies. Davies' enthusiasms described in 
the book range all the way from Mozart to figg~r-pudding. Boyd asks, 11 Do you 
have any enthusiasms?" He tells about Eugene :OrmaJ1dy · wh:o dislocated his 
shoulder while conducting the Philadelphia Orchestra. Boyd speculates that 
Ormany may have been conducting Brahms. In the margin of one of his symphonies 
Brahms wrote, "As loud as possible!" Only a few bars later, however, he 
pencilled in, "Louder still! 11 Bo.yd concludes, 

"I knOTrJ some people iN'ho have reached middle-age and have 
never had an enthusiasm great enough to dislodge a neck
tie let alone their shoulder" 

That first Pentecost, there was a great enthusiasm. There was excitement! 
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It was the kind of excitement that changes 
lives. Put that down as the second point. 

Sometimes we get excited, enthusiastic, revved up and nothing happens ex
cept we feel good. I suppose this is the reason that the church has always 
viewed with suspicion excessive enthusiasm. There is always the danger of put
ting our experience, the good feeling, the excitement of the Spirit ahead 6f ·- · 
the fruits of the Spirit. Enthusiasm that does not lead to a more godly life 
is more of an obstacle than a stepping stone to discipleship. 

As one devout fellow prayed, 

"Lord •• grant that the heat in my heart will melt the lead 
in my feet." 

That's a good prayer. It's a probLemwe all face ••• a prayer that we all could 
often pray. TrJe want the kind of excitement, the kind of enthusiasm, that motivates 
us to change. 

Motivating people is a perennial problem. I was reading somewhere recently 
that each day across this country 50,000 people quit their ~obs. Some are 
moving to better jobs. Many are not. And these statistics ignore still other 
people who "quit" their jobs but keep coming to work. In fact, in a recent 
survey of workers across the United States, nearly 85% said that they could 
work harder on their jobs. More than half claimed they could double their 
effectiveness "if they wanted to". "Under-achievers" ••• like some of the Mets. 

"If they wanted to". If we could do better, why don't we? Ah, that's the 
question, isn't it? If we could answer that question, we could write a best
selling book and retire for life. Everybody is asking "how" it is done. Teachers 
are asking hm-v to motivate students, parents are asking ho1v to motivate 
children, employers are asking how to motivate employees, and most of us would be 
happy if v1e could just motivate ourselves a bit more than we do. 

We've read alot about Davey Johnson this past week and his failure to some
how motivate the Met players and I'm not sure that his replacement can do any 
better. Meanwhile Bucky Dent is having the same problem. liho knows ••• perhaps 
Davey will soon be wearing "pin stripes". If that happens, remember you hear it 
first hear back on May 20th. Such things do happen. Remember when Leo Durocher 
left the Dodgers and came to manage the NY Giants and how both :Stengel and Yogi 
Berra managed the Mets. 

Anyway, Los Angeles Dodger manager Tommy Lasorda is one of the most colorful 
figures in baseball. He is also one who still believes in the inspirational 
value of the "pep" talk. Sometimes it works and sometimes it doesn't. 

In 1985 Lasorda welcomed his Dodgers to Florida for spring training and 
immediately launced into a pep talk with a "patriotic" theme. Tommy said to his 
troops, 

"If the President of the United States informed me I had to 
take twenty-five guys to Nicaragua to fight for the United 
States, I'd take you 25 guys who are going to play for me" 

There was dead silence in the lock!er room. 
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Then Oral Hershiser, the mild-mannered, much admired right handed pitcher, 
spoke up. "You better make that 24, skipper." said Oral. "And one conscientious 
objecter." 

Sometimes pep talks work and sometimes they don't. Sometimes we get excited 
for a while, but then it fades. The excitement, the enthusiasm of that first 
Pentecost, made a permanent change in the lives of the disciples. Why? Because 
it was real. It was not simply raw emotion. Rather, it was the coming of the 
Spirit which Christ had promised them. It was not that something came over the 
disciples, but someone. The Christ they had walked with and talked with, 
dined with and had fellowship with now dwelt in their hearts. Like those signs 
we sometimes see in business, they were under "new management". That made the 
difference • 

Automobile genius Henry Ford once came up with a revolutionary plan 
for a new kind of engine which we know today as the V-8. Ford wasc eager to get 
his new idea into prodmction. He had some men draw up the plans, and presented 
them to the engi~eers. 

As the engineers studied the drawings, one by one they came to the same 
conclusion. Their visionary boss just didn 1 t knov.r much about the fundamental 
principles :;f engineering. He 1 d have-~to be told gently that his dream was im
possible. 

Ford said, "Produce it anyway". 

They replied, "But it's impossible" 

"Go ahead" Ford commanded, "and stay on the job unt.il you succeed, no matter 
how much time is reouired". 

For six months they struggled with drawing after drawing, design after design. 
Nothing. Another six months. Nothing. At the end of the year Ford checked with 
his engineers and they once again told him that what he wanted was impossible. 
Again, Ford told them to keep going. They did. And they discovered how to 
build a V-8 engine. 

Motivation that lasts comes from having someone greater than ourselves 
instructing us, encouraging us, prodding us, exhorting us. The disciples were 
changed because they now had the inner vl.itness of the Living Christ. They had 
more than excitement. They were changed persons. The Spirit had come and now 
dwelt with them. They were excited. And they were forever changed! 

THE CHANGK:TH.U' TOOK PLACE One thing more needs to be noted. Look for a 
brief moment afuathe kind of change that took 

place. It is theLkind of change that takes place every time a person truly 
comes under the Lordship of Christ. They looked upward and they looked • 
outward. They devoted themselves to Bible stmdy, to prayer and tp praise. They 
also devoted themselves to increased fellowship with one another. Even more 
important, they opened their fellowship,to the world outside. They were so eager 
to share what they had received that new persons were added to the church daily. 

"And there were added that day about three thousand souls" 
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CLOSING I remember once reading somewhere that when Fanny Brice, the 
renowned comedienne, was first offered a job from the much

accla.imed, Florenz Ziegfeld, she accepted the job very quietly without much 
show of emotion. She thanked his secretary and his doorman very politely. 
As soon as she was out of the building, though, she raced down to the theater 
where she would be performing. All afternoon, she stood in front of the 
Broadway theater and grabbed people off the sidewalk to tell them that she 
would soon be wor~ing there. 

Wouldn 1 t it be great to leave church this morning with something of that 
kind of excitement, that kind of enthusiasm - so that no matter how calm and 
sophisticated He look while we are inside these walls, we couldn't wait to 
get outside to share Christ's love with somebody else? SomethinG like that 
happened on the day of Pentecost. I believe it can happen again •• now •• to us ••• 
in our church •• here and now. Let us pray that it may happen. 

PRAYER "0 Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us. Melt us. .Mold us. 
Fill us. Use us. Spirit of the Living God, hear our prayer ••• 

make Yourself known to us now •• in the breaking of the bread and the taking 
of the cup. 

Visit our sick with the quiet assurance of Your care. 
Encircle the bereaved with Your healing and warming presence. 
Point out markers along the way for those who may have lost 

their way. 

In the na e of the Good Shepherd who knows His own, and gently brings 
them home, we offer this prayer. 



ANTHEM: "Cantique de Jean Racine" 

"0 Redeemer divine, our sole hope of 
salvation, eternal light of the earth and 
the sky, we kneel in adoration. 0 Savior, 
turn on us Thy loving eye. 

Send down on us the fire of Thy grace 
all consuming, whose wonderous might dis
persed the powers of hell, and rouse our 
slumbering souls with Thy radiance, that 
they may waken Thy mercy to tell. 

0 Christ, bestow Thy blessing on us, 
we implore Thee, who here are gathered on 
penitent knee. Accept the hymns we chant 
to Thine eternal glory and these Thy gifts 
we return unto Thee!" 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

From now through the end of June, the 
choir will rehearse on a Sunday morning at 
9:30 in the downstairs Choir Room. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick up your copy of the June 
issue of our monthly news sheet, "A Word In 
Edgeways". Copies are by the door in the 
narthex as well as on the table downstairs. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The Board of Trustees will meet on 
Monday evening at 6:30 pm. 

A SPRING RETREAT 

The up-coming Spring Retreat of the 
Adult Fellowship is scheduled for this 
coming weekend, June 8th to lOth at 
Shelter Island. Contact Kenn Barton 
(718/230-8916), Janet Shroads (201/433-3670), 
or Jay Zimmerman (369-4694) for further 
details on this opportunity for a delightful 
weekend. 

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN" 

The "Hounds of Heaven" meet on Tuesday 
evening at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall. Jane 
Chaney is leading the class in a study of 
That's What the Man Said by Maxie Dunham. 
New friends are always welcome; old ones, too. 

ALDERSGATE CLASS 

The Aldersgate Class meets on Wednesday 
evening at.7:30 in Fellowship Hall. Carl 
Condra and Eva Patton are leading the class 
in a study of Prayer by 0. Hallesby. New 
friends are always welcome.to share; old 
ones, too. 

METHODIST NIGHT AT SHEA STADIUM 

Tickets, costing $10.00, are now on 
sale for the Methodist Night at Shea Stadium. 
Tuesday, June 19th. See Janet Ernst for your 
tickets. 25 tickets are available. 

TICKETS ON SALE 

Tickets to the June 23rd All Church 
Picnic are on sale again today~ See Doreen 
Morales at the coffee hour for your ticket. 
Adults $7.50 and children $5.00. 
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ORGAN 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

THE FEAST OF PENTECOST 
June 3, 1990 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

"Cantabile" Franck 

HYMN NO. 64 "Holy, Holy, Holy! 
APOSTLES ' CREED 

Lord God Almighty" 

GLORIA PATRI 
*** 

SCRIPTURE 
PARISH CONCERNS 

Acts 2: 1 - 13 

No. 881 
No. 71 

Page 948 

ANTHEM "Cantique de Jean Racine" Faure 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 420 "Breathe on Me, Breath of God" 
SERMON "Excited. Motivated. Changed!" Mr. Clarke 
PRAYER 

*** 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Invitation (No. 26) 
The General Confession 
The Prayer of Pardon 
The Words of Assurance 
The Great Thanksgiving and The Sanctus 
The Prayer of Humble Access 
The Agnus Dei 
The Partaking of the Elements 
The Prayer of Resolution 

HYMN NO. 555 "Forward Through the Ages" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Piece Herioque" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Franck 

. ' 
LAY READER 

We welcome Howard DaCosta to the lectern today. A 
native of Jamaica, West Indies and a graduate of Queens 
College, Howard is employed with the NY Telephone Company. 
He is a recent new member, and he has been singing bass 
in our Church Choir for the past five weeks. 

ALTAR FLOWER 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Olivia 
and Agnes Olsson in memory of loved ones. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeter today is Ann Bryant. The ushers are 
Len Williams, Ken Barclay, William Chambers, Carl Condra, 
Robert Lewis, John Lombardo and Charles Wire. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Debbie Cox-Riches Needham, Elizabeth Kashey, 
Marlene Mare, Jaya Melwani and Grace and Al Thomas. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants is available on the fourth floor. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 
9:30 in Fellowship Hall. Anna Delson is leading the class 
in a study of the Book of Acts. Coffee and doughnuts are 
available. All are welcome. 


