
"The Philistines took Samson, put out his 
eyes and brought him down to Gaza; bound 
him with fetters o~ brass and he did grind 
in the prison house". Judges 16:21 

".EYELESS IN G.AZA II 

Samson was 13th Judge of Israel. Game 
into world and dedicated to deliver Israel 
from her foes. Hut his life ended in trag
edy. Perished in captivity; only reason we 
remember him is because o~ strength. 

Performed astounding feats of physical 
strength. Vi rest les with lion and tears its 
jaws apart. with jawbone of donkey he slays 
several thousand Philistines. Imprisoned 
behind heavy gates he walks off with them. 
Ensnared by own stupid love affair, Samson 
snaps the ropes and slaughters his enemies. 

At last, betrayed by Delilah. Eyes 
put out. The blinded giant put to work in 
mills of Gaza. Day after day is he yoked 
to grinding gear; day after day he plods at 
his weary task. That is the picture have 
before us- this strong Irian, blinded and 
chained to the spokes of a wheel, which, 
oxlike, he must pull around day after day. 
Under the lash he treads his weary circle. 

"The Wicked Walk 
in a Circle" 

"Eyeless in Gaza". In a 
way, that c i rc l e shamed 
and shackled Samson 
treads, is a symbol of 

his life. Read it at your leisure. Samson 
had cried for freedom - "Let me be free ! 
Free of mouldy mordlit y. Free of encrus t ed 
convent ion. Free of conscience ! " Sure he 
was joining ranks of emancinated. Far from 
dumness of conventional morality. But he 
found himself - 'tEyeless in Gaza". 
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Be:fore Samson was enslaved by Philis
tia he was enslaved by own passions. He had 
sought to heighten the wave of his life by 
yielding to solicitations · and lusts of Phil
istia. At last finds himself, the great 
Samson, helpless and "Eyeless in Gaza". 

Psalmist has a revealing phrase - "The 
wicked walk in a circle". Round and around • 
.il'ollow a path of wearisome monotony. A path 
that promised so much and it yields so very 
little. It seemed like a path of escape and 
delightful variety. But the promise is not 
fulfilled. Instead, they find themselves 
returning to the point from whence started. 

Even in our sins and deflections we 
walk in a circle. We must disgust God with 
our sinful repetition - as well as ourself. 
We are not original even in our sinning; we 
are repeaters. Not much different to the 
poor "alcoholics" mo are brought before a 
judge time after time. Same old story. 

The Circle of J3oredom 
and 'l'ri vial i ty 

Wicked are not only 
ones who walk in a 
circle. The magpie 
in little story en

titled "The VJhi te Blackbird" says, "Our lif e 
is spent in t wo t hings; chatt ering dlld t i tt i· 
vat ing. From morning to mid-day we t i tt i
vat e ; f rom mid -da y to evening we ch ttern. 
The trivial invades our souls. We find our
selves in vicious circle of tri~iality. It 
reminds us of old negro who sagely remarked 
after watching people get on and off merry
go-round; 11 Spent all your money. Gets on 
where you gets off; and gets off where you 
gets on; and I ax you one uestion - 'Where 
you bin?'"· 

Round and round we go. In a circle of 
boredom. .Negro woman resigning said; "Life 
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here is so daily". We shall become prison
ers of the moment unless we have a cosmic 
setting to our lives. There must be sense 
of universal and eternal in our souls else 
we shall become as blind Samsons. Life will 
go stale on our hands. 

1n Palestine are two seas. Sea of Gali
lee - waters sweet; villages nestle; fish 
abound. ~ i. t northern end river Jordan flows 
in and then flows out at southern end. The 
other sea is the Dead Sea. Receives same 
water frDm Jordan. It is a dead sea. Its 
waters sullen and lifeless. No life there. 
'l'he difference - Sea of Galileee receives 
but also gives; Dead Sea receives but does 
not give. 'l'here is no outlet. Becomes salty. 

All of which is a parable. . when there 
is no outlet, no outgoing freshness, when 
there is no sharing with others, then stag
nat ion and boredom and futility sets in. 

The circle is an ancient magical symbol 
used by sorcerers. Circle inscribed with 
point of sword or knife. That circle was an 
invisible rampart beyond which no alien pow
er dared to venture while sorcerer performed 
his rites. Hut that charmed circle of de
monic power, of futility, of boredom, of 
sin, can be broken. 'l'he symbol of Christ's 
Way of life is not a circle but highway. It 
stretches ahead Symbol of adventure and of 
vision. It leads beyond tbe horizon. 

Freedom and Bondage But to ret urn to Sam-
son. Hemember final 
scene in his wasten 

life? In temple of Dagon the blind giant 
musters all his strength and brings temple 
down in ruins on Philistines and on self. 
Samson left nothing but ruins behind himl 



That is what happens W1en a man decides to 
become a law unto himself. That is wha t 
happens when the conventions and sanctions 
and moralities are ignored. Ruin results. 

'l'here are laws in the universe. S~~s 
E. Stanley Jones. "We did not pass the moral 
laws written into the constitution of things 
we discover them. And we must come to terms 
with them. If not we shall be broken. We do 
not break these moral laws they break us. In 
this moral universe we are free to choose -
but we are not fr ee to choose the results of 
our choosing". 

'Ne t alk about absolute freedom. There 
is no such thing. Vle are all in bondage to 
some thing - each one attached to some cen
ter. We all accept some kind oi' bondage . 
. I saw a man with a new car - that's his god . 
He worships it; he's attached to it; he's in 
bondage to it. v'/e are all in bondage to 
some idea, some thing, some person. 

'l'agore puts it this way . Here is a 
violin string. Loose- not in bondage. Can 
move in any direction. It is free - but not 
free to sing. Take it and imprison it. Im
prison it on the instrument - now it is in 
bondage and when bound it is free to sing. 

Absolute freedom is an illusion - Sam
son discovered this in Gaza. Freedom is not 
found in casting off a yoke but in taking 
one. Said Paul - "Vhose service is perfect 
freedom". Said Jesus, Take my yoke upon you 
... and ye shall find rest unto your souls; 
for my yoke is easy and my burden is light". 

That is the only kind of freedom that 
is safe - a freedom that has Christ at the 
center. Any other will . end in ruins - ruin 
for self; ruin for others. 
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The Gverlasting firms 

T o A LL mankind the pleading arms of Jesus are 

stretched forth. Their silent invitation is without dis-

crimination, knows no limitation. Race and color, caste and 

station, rank and position all disappear when His out

stretched arms speak their earnest " come." 

The everlasting arms never hang wearily and inactively at 

His side. Only once have they been bound and held captive. 

That was in Gethsemane when He held them out to be 

bound and when He extended them on Calvary that !"1is 

hands might receive the cruel nails. It was there He earned 

the right to extend His arms to all mankind and say, Ye are 

bought with a price. Y e are my peculiar people: Come! 

Come, ye who are weary and heavy laden, I will give you 

rest. Come, ye who are poor and downtrodden. I can satisfy 

your longings. Come, ye who are sinful and unclean, I will 

cleanse you from all sin . Come, ye who are rich in this 

world's goods, I will give value to your possessions. Come, ye 

who are distressed, confused and full of fear, I will give you 

peace and joy. 

Come, the everlasting arms are strong and able, they are 

gentle and loving, they are dedicated to merciful service. 

Come! 
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The Universal CShrist 



FREMONT STRSET NJETEODIST CHURCH 
Gloversville, New York 
Fred Cla rke, Minister 

Marjorie Gensemer 
Minister of Music 

Gra ce L. Gifford 
Church Secretary 

ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 

ORGAN PRELUDE - "Pastorale" Guilnunt 
INTROIT - ''To God on high be thanks and pra is e" Decius 
INVOCATION - By the minister 
HYrviN 37 - "At Thy feet, our God and Fa t her" St. Asa ph 
SURSUH CORDL : 

Minister: 
People : 

Minister: 

Lift up your hoo. rts ·. 
1;'le lift them up ~to the Lord. 

0 Lord, open thou our eyos. 
Peopl e : 

rr,imster: 
Tha t we rnu. y behold wondrous things. 
0 Lord, open thou our lips. 

People : And our mouth sha ll show forth thy pra ise . 

DOXOLOGY - To be sung by a ll 

* RESPONSIVE RF.ADING - 20th Sunday - Pa ge 586 
GLORIA Pi~. TRI :: .:i.FOS TLES ' CRr.:ED 
SCR IPTURE LFSSON - Romans 7:21 - 8:16 
AN THEM - "0 Sing Unto the Lord" 
CALL TO PF:..~SER : 

Minister: The Lord be with you. 
People : J~,nd with thy spirit. ----Minister: Let us pray. 

PL.STOR/;.L PR.hYER :: LORD' S PRAYER 
OFFERTORY LNTHEH - "The Hea v 1ns a r e Telling" 
HY"MN 178 - "Spirit of Life , in t his new dawn" 

Ha sler 

Beethoven 
Me. r yton 

SERMON - "EYELSSS IN GJ..ZA" The Minister 

HYfuiN 287 - "A charge to b 3ep I ha veu 
BENEDIC TION : : CHORJ,L AlVIEN 
ORGAN POSTLUDE - "Pr e lude in A Minor" 
* Inter\r., l for Ushering 

Boylston 

Bu ch 

A CORD L'1. L V'.'F. LCOHE IS EXTENDED TO .:.LL VIS ITORS TOD1S 

10:30 

10 ':30 
11:00 
11£.55 
6:00 

7:30 

MAY 18 , 1947 - CLLEND.A.P. FOR Tc 'Ji >Y 

Morning Norship. Sermon, "Eye less in Gaza". J 
thems by the Fremont Choir. 
Church-time Cherub Hour for srna.ll children. 
Primary and Junior Church. 
Church School; classes for all a ge groups. 
Youth Fellowship. Discussion theme. "Should WE 

Always be 'l'ol erant?". Youth invited. 
Union Evening Service at Kingsboro Presbyteria r 
Church. Preacher, the Rev. Joseph P. Bishop oj 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, Albany , New York 

Altar flowers are given by Mrs. Elizabeth Wa tson 
memory of her mother, Mrs. Christiana Muy. 

MON. 7:30 
8:00 

11\JED. 2:30 
~ 

THROUGH THE l~EK AT FREMONT 

Boy Scouts a t the church. 
Training se ssion for scouters. 
School of Religion; gra de s 4, 5 and 6. 
QUARTERLY CONFERENCE DE'INER a t Fremont. 
Reserva tions must be made i mmedia tely wi1 
N~s. Gifford in the church offic e . Methc 
ists from surrounding district will a tter 

THURS. 6:30 Cordial Class covered dish supper at homE 
of Hilton Loucks, 277 West Fulton Stree t , 

FRI. 11:00 and 1:00 School of Religion; gra des 7 tc 

THE SCHOOL OF M1JS IC 
Fremont Choir - Tue sday, 7:30 p.m. 
Youth Choir - Tuesday, 8 :00p.m. 
Chapel Choir Friday, 3:30 p .m. 
Carol Choir - Sa turday, 9 :15 a.m. 

Youth Fe llowship Scavenger Hunt - Sa turday a t 7:30 p.n 

Second Annual Spring Concert by choirs and pupils of 
}Hss Gens emer, Tuesday evening , May 27th at 8 o 1 clock. 

Members of our w.s.c.s. are invited to a mee ting in t h 
J ohn st oi\o""Il it.ethodist Church a s guests of t ha t VJ.s .c .s .; 
Mr s . 'Nhi t ma n is in chur ge of arrangement s . 


