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"FINDING TIME FOR A BANQUET" 

INTRODUCTION Not too long ago, the Toronto Star invited school teachers 
to submit excuses they had received from their students. 

Let me share with you some of what came in. 

One student explaining why he was late for school said, "I was kidnapped 
by aliens and interrogated for three hours". Another student, telling why he 
had failed to turn in his essay wrote, "The bus driver read it and liked it so 
much that he kept it and showed it to the passengers on the bus" • Another 
came up with this, "I got mugged on the way to school. I offered him money, 
my watch and my penknife, but all he wanted was my essay". 

The winning entry came from 14 year old Mike who gave a "watertight" ex
cuse for arriving at school an hour late with his pants soaked to the knees. 

"I was just about to board the bus when I found I'd lost 
my ticket. Since it would take too long to walk to 
school, I hopped a fence onto a golf course. I headed 
for a creek that criss-crossed several fairways until I 
found a likely spot for lost balls. Retrieving three 
balls from their watery graves, I then made for the club
house where I sold the balls for my bus fare! And that's 
tvhy I'm late for sch'ool." 

DE\~LOPMENT A wealthy father planned an extravagant rehearsal dinner for 
his son's impending marriage. No expense was to be spared. 

An elegant dining room at the town's most elite hotel was engaged. Fresh lob
ster was flown in and thick, juicy steaks were purchased. The finest linens 
were laid out along with the best china and silver. An orchestra was hired and 
valet service was arranged. Then invitations were sent out to the elite of the 
community. They said, "You are invited to a rehearsal dinner. RSVP" 

Much to the surprise and dismay of the father, excuses came pouring in. 
Some of them were ludicrous. One man, a real estate speculator, had bought some 
property and needed to inspect it. At night, nonetheless. Another couldn't 
leave h.is store. Others told of similar conflicts. Excuses, excuses and ex
cuses. Not a single inv.itation was accepted. The father was an~y, upset. 

"These so-and-so 1 s will never get another 
invitation from me as long as I live". 

He groused and grumbled. And he sent some of his employees down into one of 
the worst sections of tm1n and before they went he said to them, 

"I'm going to have a banquet for my son. Take whoever 
will come. Rich people. Poor people. Respectable 
people, winos. I don't care. I want that dining hall 
filled for this banquet. 

And his employees did just as they were bid, and that night a festive occasion 
was had by all those who came to that rehearsal dinner! 
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I'm sure you recognize this story as an abbreviated and updated version 
of the parable of Jesus found in Matthew 22as well as in Luke's Gospel, chapter 14. 

There was a modern day equiva.lent to that old story in the newspapers 
a while back. I clipped it and let me share it with you. Kathleen Gooley was 
all set for her 1r1edding, and had given the caterer a $4,000 non-refundable 
deposit. for the reception and then suddenly found herself without a groom. 
Since she was out the money for the caterer anyway, she contacted some city 
shelters for the homeless and sOJ'll.e drug rehabil.itation centers to compile her a 
new guest list. She figured that someone should enjoy the banquet. And 'they did. 

The obvious meaning behind this parable is that the righteous people of 
the day of Jesus rejected the Christ. Thus the Father opened the invitation 
to His banquet to all who would come, righteous and unrighteous alike. Those 
1r1ho reject the .invitation don't get a second chance, but to a:ny who will come -
the door is open! That is the obvious message of this parable. However, I 
don't believe that Jesus would mind if we delt for a few minutes here this 
morning with the excuses all of us offer God at some time or another - and 
especially that most common excuse of all, 11 I don 1 t have the time". 

NOT ENOOGH TIME If I were to ask many of you your most common complaint 
about life, it ~orould be that there is just n~t enough 

t.irne. We are desperate to squeeze just a few more minutes into every day. 

A young housewife called a newspaper office and asked if she could possibly 
talk to the Food Editor. "Would ,iou please help me?" she asked. 

"I'm cooking a special d inrer tonight for my husband's 
boss and his wife. I've never cooked a big dinner be
fore and I'm nervous .••• I want everything to be just 
perfect. I bought a nine-pound turkey. Could you tell 
me how long to cook it in my new micrrrwave?" 

"Just a minute" the Food Editor said, as he turned to check his reference book 
for an answer. "Just a minute". 

"Oh, thank you. You've been a big help. Good-bye" 

As the Thanksgiv.ing season begins to draw closer, many of us would like to find 
a 1-vay to prepare a nine-pound turkey in just a minute! 

There is not enough time. Particularly is this true for today 1 s wives and 
mothers. A study done by Bryn :Hawr College fifty years ago stated that women 
then devoted more than eighty hours a week to cleaning the house and cooking 
meals and taking care of the children. 80 hours, 50 years ago. Have things 
gotten better. You answer that. 

Another study 25 years later reported that full-time housewives spent 
more hours doing laundry in the 1970 than they did in the 1920s, despite all the 
new washing machines, dryers, bleaches and detergents. The main change was that 
the family had more clothing in the seventies and higher expectations about 
cleanliness and grooming. 

In the 1990 1 s, fe'..r 1r1omen can even afford dream.~g of devoting full time to 



(SUPPlEMENT TO SERNON, PAGE TWO ••• • END UF PARAGRAPH TIIREE) 

You know I have a ministerial friend who told me this Summer 
that he no longer attends movies. I was surprised and asked him why, 
thinking that it might have something to do with a VCR that he and his 
wife now own. He gave me his reasons without any mention of a VCR but 
as I listened to his reasons I confess they sounded familiar. 

u. 
2. 
3. 
L. 

5. 

6. 

?. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

The manager of the theater never called on me. 
I did go a fev1 times, but no one spoke to me. Unfriendly. 
Every time I went they asked rr.e for money. 
Not all the folks lived up to the high moral standards 

of the films. 
I went too much as a chold. I've decided I've had all 

the entertainment I need. 
The performance lasts too long. I can't sat still for 

an hour and three quarters. 
I don't care for some of the people I see and meet at the 

theater. 
I don't always agree with what I hear and see. 
I don't think they have the music I enjoy hearing 

and they spend too much time telling you about 
coming movies. 

The shows are held in the evening and that's the only time 
I am able to be at home with my family. 

Let me move on •••• if I were to ask many of you your most common 
complaint about life, it would be that there is not just no enough time to 
get it all done ••••• we are desperate to squeeze just a few more minutes ••• 



- 3 -

the.ir families. Thus the extraordinary demands of running a home are added to 
running an office or a classroom or a business. Who has time for God 1 s ban
quet? After all this, we're tired! And many men have the same problem. 

A University of Michigan study found that one-third of all physicians in 
the United States are so busy working that they are two years behind the break
throughs in their own field. That's scary. As the Queen of Hearts said in 
Alice in Wonderland, 

"It takes all the running you can do to keep in the same 
place. If you want to get somewhere else, you must run 
at least twice as fast as that." 

Some of us are caught up in a hectic life-style and it is depressing. 

I can sympathize with Parris Wittel, a dock-worker in Gillingham, Eng.land. 
For 47 years he hated the sound of his alarm clock. For 47 years that thing, 
jangled him awake. You know what he did. Well on the day of his retirement he 
got his revenge. He took his alarm clock to work and he flattened it in an 
eighty-ton hydraulic press. He said, "It was such a lovely feelin~"· I'll 
bet it was. 

ESTABLISH SOME PRIORITIES Experts on the management of time say that there 
is only one way to deal with such pressures and 

that is to establish some priorities. Otherwise the important things in life 
are going to be cr01vded out by the urgent things. Let me repeat that! 

It was said of Brother Lalvrence, author of the medieval classic, The 
Practice of the Presence of God, that although he never hurried and never worked 
quickly, he did twice as much work as anyone else because he always did 
exactly what needed to be done. 

Victor Frankl, another spiritual giant, once ~~ote: 

"Unless a man wishes to drown he has to become selective. 
That is-to say, he has to become able to select when to 
turn off the TV set, when to turn it on, what books to 
read and what journals to read and what to throw in the 
wastebasket. Selectiveness means that we have to be re
sponsible for what is important and what is not, rr.rhat is 
essential and v.rhat is not, 1'1l'hat is valuable and what is 
not, what is meaningful and what is not. We have to be 
capable or become capable of such decision making." 

There's a good stor~r from sone time back about a top executive w.ith a 
telegraph company who went on a trip. It was extremely cold outside when he 
arrived at the bus station, so he went into a local telegraph station hoping 
to get warmed up.· When he got inside, h~never, it was cold. He noticed there 
was no fire in the fireplace. He said to the young telegraph operator, "Why 
don't you build a fire in this place and warm it up?" 

The young man said, 

"Listen mister •••• I'm too busy sending telegrams to build 
fires." 
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The man then told this boy that he was the vice-president of the company 
and ·that he wanted him to send a telegram to the home office right away. The 
message was, "Fire this man immediately". A moment later the young telegraph 
operator brought a load of wood into the office and began to build a fire. The 
executive asked, "Young man, have you sent that telegram yet?" 

The young telegraph operator said, "Listen mister, I'm too busy building 
fires to send telegrams". 

The point of this is that somewhere in life we have to set ,priorities. 
We have to decide what really matters and make certain that the really important 
things get done. Time with our fam.ily, service to our community, attention to 
our work, time for relaxation, for self-improvement - we could draw a list of 
important issues that would go on and on. But somewhere, we must draw a line. 

OUR FIRST PRIORITY IS GOD Of course, our first priority is God. If you 
are too busy to heed God's voice then you are 

too busy. If you are too busy to perform some service in His Kingdom, then 
von are too busy. We must not forget that there will come a time when our re
lationship ~..rith Him 1-till be the only priority that will matter. 

In the famous French story, The Little Prince, the dearest friend the 
character makes on the fictitious planet to which he has been banished is a 
fox. And when the fox must leave the little Prince forever, he offers to tell 
him the most wonderful secret in the world if the Prince meets certain con
ditions. When the little prince has met all the conditions, he asks to be told 
the greatest secret. The fox replies, 

"Only that which is invisible is essential! 11 

Think about that for a moment. It is true. "Only t:hat which is invisible is 
essential". 

In A Journel With the Saints, Thomas s. Kepler has written: 

"The secret of the revolution in the lives of the saints 
lies in the fact that their lives are centered in God. 
They never seem hurried; they have a large leisure; they 
trouble little about their influence; they refer the 
smallest things to God. They live in God". 

And that is the secret to successful living - the realization that when one 
reserves time to come to God's banquet, all of the rest of life will fall in 
place properly for us. I believe .it. To me it is so true. 

A mental hospital developed an usual test to de'termine when their patients 
were ready to go back into the world. They would bring the patient being con
sidered for release into a room with a sink. When the patient entered the room a 
faucet over the sink was already turned on, the sink was overflowin~, and water 
was pouring onto the floor. The patient was handed a mop and asked to clean up 
the mess. If the patient had enough sense to turn off the faucet before starting 
to mop up the water, the doctors concluded he was ready to go back into society. 
But if he started mopping with the water still running, more treatment was needed. 
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CLOSING Perhaps you and I need to stop "mopping" long enough to look 
up and check to see if the faucet is still running. We need 

to go to the root of our restless, frantic lives and check to see if we have 
crowded God out of the picture. 1f'lithout Him, life is simply·. a whirlwind of 
meaningless activity. The water is all over the floor. 

We need to center our lives in Him, in His purposes. Then we shall 
discover that life is truly a feast, a banquet. And He is offering us an 
invitation to His banquet table. It's up to us to find the time to accept 
and to be there to share in the feast of His blessings. I hope you'll do it 
before it's too late. Why not begin now ••• today as you receive the bread 
and wine at the Communion Table. Let it be a time of decision making, a time 
of resolution and commitment. "That which is invisible is so essentiall" 

LET US PRAY Lord, you know the excuses we so often make. You've heard 
them all. Forgive us for our much running about, our lack 

of focus, lack of clear-cut priorities that list You at the top. Indeed, 
our hearts are restless until they find their rest in You. 

We know that there is no need that Your treasury cannot supply; 
no necessity that Your love cannot meet; 
no guilt that you cannot forgive; 
no heartache that You cannot hea· 
no relationship that You cannot mend; 
no sin You cannot cover. 

We would lay everything before You for You are able! Help us in the days 
ahead to spend more time in Your presence, and to take on more assignments for 
Your Kingdom building. Visit our sick with the quiet assurance of Your care. 
Those we mention in our prayers. ·Encircle the bereaved with You warming, 
healing presence. 

AU of this in the name and spirit of Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sunday, October 7, 1990 

I. T,VQRIJ) COMMUNION I INVITATION I APPEAL 

A. Today we celebrate World Communion Sunday ••• always cele
brated on the First Sunday of October. And for the benefit 
of visiting friends, let me announce that the TABLE of our 
Lord in this Church is open to all ••• one does not have to be 
a member of this Church, nor of this denomination •••• 

B. His TABLE is open to all and we trust that this may be an 
occasion of spiritual uplift ••• renewal ••• rededication of your 
life ••• 

C. Procedure: elements will be served to you in the pews ••• 
upon receiving them, please hold them until all have been 
served, and then together ••• 

D. Customary to receive a special offering on ~iorld Communion 
Sunday for the Fellowship of Suffering and Service. Appeal 
is described in the bulletin for you •••• also an offering 
envelope. Place this upon your generous hearts and hope you 
will respond. Envelopes will be there the next four Sundays 
and as a congregation we usually respond with $400 to $$00. 

II. GREETING VISITCRSl 

A. We greet the visitors in the congregation. Good to have you 
here •••• be free in the sharing of your name ••• join us downstairs 
in the Russell Room for a cup of coffee ~fter the service. 
Fill out •••• sign •••• worship with us again ••• work with us, too. 

B. Doing the Lord's work here since 1837. Roots are deep •••• 
Greet you in the spirit of Christ. Members ••• wear name tags. 

C. Former members return to worship with us when in town. I 
see that Marie Shepard of Boynton Beach, Florida is here •••• 
Mid-sixties to the mid -seventies. Remember your good works 
as Charge Conference secretary ••• had trouble filling that spot 
ever since you left. 

III. PARISH CONCERNS 

A. Parish concerns written up in the bulletin •••• review them in 
these moments on your own, noting the flyer describing the needs 
of the Yorkville Common Pantry ••• and the request to ?ick up your 
copy of the October news sheet •••• in the customary places. 

( over ) 
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B. Busy week corning along: "Hounds" (Tuesday evening), and 
Aldersgate Class (T1vednesday). Also a meeting of the Day School 
Committee (ivednesday) and the Finance Committee (2nd Budget 
Meeting) on Thursday. 

C. Note the word regarding workers for the Canvass (sign up sheet 
downstairs), workers needed for next Saturday's Rummage Sale 
(during the week as well as on Saturday). A good way to get 
involved in a worthwhi.le service project ••• proceeds go to the 
Methodist Camp Service. Dianne Keller, coordinator for it, 
will be pleased to hear if you can lend a hand. 

D. waking ahead: Char~ Conference, r,vednesday, October 17th. 
Try, if possible, to hold that Wednesday evening open for your 
church. 

DT. OFFERING 

A. Jesus said: 

11 IT IS MORE BlESSED TO GIVE THAN 
TO RECEIVE •••• II 

In this spirit, this assurance, let us worship God with our 
morning offering. 



TR\Cl< ~TREAT! 



AN'l'HEM: "At the River" 

"Shall we gather by the river, where 
bright angels have trod, with its crystal 
tide forever flowing by the throne of God. 
Yes we'll gather by the river, the beautiful, 
the beautiful river, gather with the saints 
by the river that flows by the throne o.f God. 

Soon we'll reach the shining river, soon 
our pilgrimage will cease, soon our happy 
hearts will quiver with the melody of peace. 

Yes we'll gather by the river, gather 
with the saints by the river that flows by 
the throne of God." 

ORGAN POSTLUDE ·' 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to share in the beauty of it. 

E'OR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are 
held Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the downstairs 
Choir Room. Now's a good time to join as the 
Choir begins a new season. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick up your copy of the 
October issue of our monthly news sheet, 
"A Word In Edgeways". Copies are by the 
door in the narthex as well as on the table 
in the downstairs Russell Room. We'll mail 
you a copy upon request. 

INTERESTED? 

New friends of recent weeks interested 
in knowing more about the church are invited 
to come forward to the chancel steps follow
ing the organ postlude where one or two mem
bers of the church will be present to tell 
them about the many good things that go on 
around here from Sunday to Sunday. 

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN" 

The "Hounds of Heaven" meet on a Tues
day evening at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall. 
New friends are always welcome; old ones, 
too. 

ALDERSGATE CLASS 

The Aldersgate Class meets on Wednesday 
evening at 7:30 in Fellowship Hall. Anna 
Delson is leading the class in a study of 
Methodist Beliefs. New friends are always 
welcome; old ones, too. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The 1991 Budget Meeting of the Finance 
Committee will be held on Thursday evening 
at 7:30 pm in the Russell Room. 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

The first anniversary of our Saturday 
Feeding progrC~m for the Homeless and Hungry 
will be he~d Friday evening, October 19th, 
at 6:30. Those involved in the Feeding pro
gram will be receiving invitations. 



LEND A HAND 

Plans are underway for the 1991 Financial 
Canvass. If you can help as a canvasser, 
please sign up downstairs in the Russell Room. 

ALDERSGATE CLASS 

What are the ideas and beliefs that 
are distinctively Methodist? 

What should a Methodist Christian 
know about Jesus Christ, the resurrection, 
faith, and eternal life? 

Do any of these beliefs have a direct 
effect on my life today? 

The Aldersgate Class under the leader
ship of Anna Delson, will tackle these 
questions and more~ much more, in its 
study of This We Believe on Wednesday at 
7:30 pm on the third floor. 

Be sure to get a copy of the dis
cussion book from Anna Delson or Duane 
Thompson after church today. 

CHURCH FAIR PICK UP SERVICE 

A number of people are already hard at 
work to make this year's Church Fair of 
November 17th most successful. If you have 
some white elephants that you would like to 
get to the church, call Susan Goodwin at 
628-6920 and she'll help make arrangements 
for pickup. 

FALL RUMMAGE SALE 

The date of this year's Fall Rummage 
Sale is Saturday, October 13th. Workers 
are needed for it, not only the day of the 
Sale but also several evenings of the pre
ceding week. Pick up some flyers and take 
them along with you. Post them in your 
neighborhood. Be in touch with Dianne 
Keller at 876-2037 (evenings) if you can 
lend a hand. 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 

The Charge Conference of the Parish will 
be held on Wednesday evening, October 17th, 
at 7:30pm in Fellowship Hall. Our new Dis
trict Superintendent, Rev. George T. Johnson, 
wil,l be present to preside. This will be his 
first visit to our Church. Let's have a good 
turnout for this important meeting of the Fall. 
Let's fulfill the pastor's dream and have 100 
present for this "big" meeting of the year! 
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ORGAN 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
October 7, 1990 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

"Arioso" 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 64 "Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty" 

Bach 

APOSTLES' CREED No. 881 
GDORIA PATRI No. 71 

*** 
SCRIPTURE 
PARISH CONCERNS 
ANTHEM 

Matthew 22: 1 - 14 Page 856 

"At the River" 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 339 "Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast" 

Copland 

SERMON "Finding Time for a Banquet" Mr. Clarke 
PRAYER 

·* * *.· 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Agnus Dei 
The Great Thanksgiving (Page 9) 
The Lord's Prayer 
Breaking the Bread 
Giving the Bread and Cup 
The Prayer of Resolution 

HYMN NO. 670 "Go Forth for God" 
BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE 
ORGAN "Fugue in B Minor" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Bach 

- . .,..__ 
LAY READER 

We welcome Richmond Bates to the lectern today. A 
native of Evanston, Illinois, a graduate of the Universit 
of Michigan, Richmond is an Investment Analyst for Metro
politan Life Insurance Company. Here in the Church he 
serves on the 'Finance Committee, the Outreach Committee, 
is an usher and is also the Treasurer of the Church. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are in celebration of 
the life of John J. Risley. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters today are Al Thomas and Beth McKay. Th 
ushers are Len Williams, Ken Barclay, William Chambers, 
Carl Condra, Robert Lewis, John Lombardo and Charles Wire 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Anette Lewis, Judith Berns, Gloria Percy, Tina 
Vasan and Grace and Al Thomas. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church Sqhool for children are offe~ea 
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

An Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 9:30 
in Fellowship Hall. The Book of Galatians is the text. 
Al Thomas is the class leader. Coffee and doughnuts are 
available. All are welcome. 


