
"And who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?" Esther 4:14 

"For Such a 'l'ime AS This" 

'1'he story of .l!;sther is unforgettable. Story I 

hauntingly beautiful. And what superb courage! 
And today the Jews continue to celebrate at the 
festival of Purim, ~sther ' s great courage. With 
everything to live for, identifying herself with 
tbe sufferings of her stricken People, and tak
ing her life in her bands, she presents her dan
gerous etition to the king, sayin. , "If I per
ish, I perish". 

But our attention is directed to the words 
s "oken· by .Mordecai - V\Ords which form our text. 
But as 1 sat contemplating this question asked 
by Mordecai, something happened to lift it from 
its strangely Oriental setting of 500 B. C •• No 
longer did this question ap ly to that purely 
local situation - the impre.ssion grows upon me 
that here we have something that has meaning 
for today - for you and me. 

The impression bas grown upon me that life 
speaks to each one of us, inexorably and search
ingly in the words of Mordecai. Searchingly it 
asks us " .. Uld vmo kno "et h whet her t hou u.r t come 
t o t he kin dom for such t ime us this?" 

Life Speaks In Terms Life spoke to Esther in 
of the Personal intensely personal terms. 

~phasis on personal pro
noun "thou". Life was 

speaking directly to Esther as-ai individual and 
making its own intense appeal. Life spoke name 
of Esther - singled her out. Spoke direetly and 
personally to her - life speaks like that to all 
of us - directly and personally. 

academically we try to think of \\0 rld in im
Personal terms. 'l'he universe but a machine with
out personality or feeling. to concern for us 
when we become caught within its meshing gears. 
A huge steam-engine rolling on its wa indiffer-
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us - as though the mail were being distributed 
and there is a letter for us - unmistakably for 
us. It was ..tJ;st her's hour. .rv.ordecai reminded 
her that perhaps she had come to the kingdom for 
such an hour. Was all so intensely personal and 
there was no escape for Esther is she would be 
true to herself. Life had singled her out - had 
spoken her name. Life speaks like that. 

Life Speaks in Terms Life makes a personal ap-
of the Purposive proach; it also makes a 

purposive approach. ''Vords 
of Mordecai indicate pur

pose- " ••• such a time as this". Indicates or 
suggests that life is moving on - and moving pur
posively. rtis words make it appear as though 
life were going somewhere and were inviting us to 
go along. As though 1 i fe v.e re say ing "Going My 
!.::!:Z?". And Mordecai suggests to Esther that if 
she doesn't accept the invitation, then the pur
pose of God will be carried out nevertheless. Let 
us read the whole of the 14th verse. 

There is a purpose, believe me. Scientist 
recognizes it. He discovers in his experiments 
that there is an integrity to the universe - can 
depend upon its laws. He does not make truth -
he merely discovers it. If he bas ears to hear, 
the scientist can hear the message of purpose. e 
comes to trust that purpose and to go along with 
it - he accepts life's invitation of "Going My 
.:.:.§Z?' 

Likewise the theologian and philosopher. 
They hear the invitation. They sense the purpose 
of life at vork. They recognize moral principle 
written into fabric of universe. There is a law 
of harvest - what a man sows he reaps. That is 
not a man-made law - that is written into life. 
· hat is in the structure of life itself. I·. au de 
Royden says, "If this war hd.d not occurred, I 
'A()Uld hctve found i t hard t o believe in God'' . .rust 
so! God's 'A()rld is law-abiding. When the nations 
broke all the conditions which make peace possible 
then war was inevitable. 'l'he agony the world has 
suffered is not a denial of God but an affirmation 
of God. Here is the ground of our hope. 



Interesting fact about Book of isther. ·rhe 
name of "God" not mentioned once. Yet in no 
other book of the Bible is His providence or pur
pose more conspicuous. 

Might ask: What is the purpose of God 't To 
what end is the- universe tending? 'v'/hat has God 
in mind? What is His long-range plan for this 
world? Hhat is the meaning of history? Answer: 
The vital forces of the universe are v~rking to
ward a vorld-wide human brotherhood - toward the 
attainment of a genuine world family. In the warp 
and woof of history can almost be discerned the 
pattern of that kind of a society. .a;ven in the 
discovery of the secret for the release of atomic 
power, it would seem as though God were saying 
that men must live together as brothers - either 
that or final destruction. 'l'here is a divine 
pressure around the world seeking to draw men to
gether as brothers. 'l'hat is the purpose. '!'hat 
is life's deepest intention. 

Life bpeaks in Terms 
of Ghallenge 

Yes, life is personal; 
and life is purposive. 
And life constantly pre-
sents its challenge and 

asks, "Going 1\.y 1ldy? 11
• Like Esther, we have a 

personal invitation to ally ourselves with the 
purpose of life or God. 

We ma y refuse the invitation. We may for a 
thwart the purpose; but we cannot destry it . We 
may spoil it for ourselves but not hold it up for 
ever. If \..e refuse to go along with the universe 
we do not break the universe- it will break us. 
On the other mnd, to cooperate with life ' s pur
pose is to find a sense of being in step with 
things - in step with God. It results in sense 
of peace. Truth is on your side. The universe 
is behind you. You find cosmic support. 

"For such a time as this". Believe me, these 
are the times when we must face the challenge. 
· e are in captivity to fear. Men have been sear
ed in body, mind and spirit. People have feeling 
of futility and find it bard to trace any pattern 
of purpose. and God calls us for 11 

•• such a time 
as this 11

• What shall be our response? 



CjuJWift 
/lJEXT to life itself, nothing is more fascinating than 
growth. This is true in the realm of nature and in the sphere 
of the spirit. The almost explosive growth of the bam boo, 
the cornstalk, or the young willow is nothing short of 
astounding. To watch the bursting of the rosebud, to see 
the iris taking off its wraps, or to see the morning glory un
fold to greet the rising sun is like a rare glimpse of God's 
secret artistry. To observe the day-by-day development of 
the newborn babe, the swift increase in coordination of the 
movements and functions of a boy's muscles, or the gangling 
activities of the embarrassed adolescent is to witness a 
process of growth which, if compressed into a six-month 
period instead of twenty years, would truly be declared to 
be the masterpiece of the Creator Himself. 

But when all has been said that can be said about the 
beauty, the mystery and the grandeur of such growth, the 
fact still remains that it is completely overshadowed by the 
wonder of the growth which takes place in the soul of a 
child of God from childhood to maturity. The gradual 
awakening to the consciousness of God, the confidence 
revealed in the simple words of prayer spoken to God, the 
sensitive conscience revealed in a flash of wavering uncer
tainty in the look of a child's steady eye, the unerring dis
tinction betw·een right and lvrong, the seething struggle 
between good and evil in the youthful heart and mind, the 
tenacious holding on to accepted ideals, the determination, 
silent or expressed, with steadfastness to hold to the course 
charted when he gave his heart to Christ-these all unite to 
place in our midst boys and girls who, we may reverently 
and humbly say, are growing "in wisdom and stature, and 
in favor with God and man." 

1 A.~. H . Lltloe iaU. S.A. H .. . 61! 
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--- FREMONT STREET :METHODIST CHURCH 
GLOVERSVILLE, NEW YORK. 
Fred Clarke, Minister 

1~rjorie J. Gensemer 
Minister of Music 

Grace L. Gifford 
Church Secretary 

Lewis Cunning, Sexton 

ORGAN PRELUDE - "Air from 1 D Minor Symphony'" 
CHORAL CALL TO t!ORSHIP 
HYMN - "Come, let us tune our loftiest song" 
RESPONSALS : 

Jl.iinister: Now bless the Lord our God. 
People: And praise His glorious Name . 

Franck 

No. 21 

Minister: Give thanks unto the Lord for He is good. 
People: For His mercy endureth for ever. 
Minister: Enter into His gates with thanksgiving. 
People: And into His courts with praise. 

THE DOXOLOGY - To be sung by all 

* 
ANTHEMS - "We Are Children of the King" 

"Faith to Win" 
The Carol and Crusader Choirs 

RESPONSIVE READING - 4th Sunday 
THE GLORIA PATRI 
THE APOSTLES' CREED 

* 
SCRIPTlffiE LESSON -Esther 3:11-15, 4:1-17 

English Melody 
Bullard 
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The immortal story of a Jewish girl's courage 
ANTHEM - "Jesus, Friend of Sinners" Grieg 
PASTORAL PRAYER :: SILENT PRAYER :: THE LORD'S PRAYER 

ORGAN OFFERTORY - "Christ, the Light of the World"Dupres 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
HYlii(N - "We would see Jesus" 
SERMON 

"FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS" 

No. 113 

HYMN -"Saviour, Thy dying love" No. 219 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE - "Prelude and Fugue in G Minor" Bach 

Altar flowers are given by the Cordial Class I 

10:30 

ll:OO 
11:45 
6:00 
7:00 

JANUARY 2 7, 1946 - CALENDAR FOR TODAY 

Morning Worship and Sermon. 
Church-time Nursery for small children. 
Primary and Junior Church. 
Church School. You are invited to stayr 
Youth Fellowship Covered Dish Supper. 
Union ~vening Service at St. James Lutheran 
Church. Preacher, Rev . Chester Wing, Johnstown. 

THROUGH THE VVEEK 

MON . 7:00 Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. 
8:00 January Meeting of Board of Education. 

TlfBS. 7:15 Fremont Choir rehearsal. 
7:'4"5 Executive Board Mee ting of W.s.c.s •• 

WED . ~ Weekday School for grades 4, 5 and 6. 
7:30 Mid-week Service. ~~ . Clarke will lead. 

THURS. 4700 The Minister's Membership Class. 
8:00 Vlerner Workers will meet at the church. 

FRI. l:OO Weekday School for grades 7 and 8. 
~ Chapel Choir rehearsal. 
~ The Harmony Class will mee t at the church. 

SAT. ~ Carol Choir rehearsal. 
-o-

FEBRUARY 5TH - A mass meeting of the Methodist women of 
Gloversville will be held at Fremont at 8:00 P. M • • Mrs. 
Stewart,. formerly of South Africa will be the speaker. 

THE CHRIS'riAN ADVOCATE - Now is the time to renew your 
subscription for this fine Methodist weekly. It will 
help the church office if you will give your attention 
to this matter as soon as possible. New subscribers are 
sought. The cost of the magazine which should be in the 
homes of all our church families is only $1.50 per year, 
3 cents per week at the club rate. 

BISHOP OXNAM is . urging the all ''Crusade for Christ" sub
scriptions bo paid in fu~l by the end of this month. We 
take this opportunity to . express our thanks to thos e of 
our church who have given so generously to th)s 0~use. 
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ent to either our hopes or fears. And yet, we 
have difficulty, intellectual difficulty in ac
cepting such a mechanistic view of life. iven 
when life bas been cruel to us, and we have ex
perienced frustration, disappointment, failure, 
and pain, we bave somehow believed those very 
exneriences were ours and ours alone. Have then 
cried out "Why should this happen to me?" Thus, 
even in our pains W3 ba ve testified to the per
sonal element in life. We have sensed the "thou" 
ouality within life. 

And wnat bas been true of pain and frustra
tion has been true of our deep est joys. In those 
moments of ecstasy we have made the same response 
"Why should this happen to me?" "What bave I done 
to merit such happiness, such sheer joy'?" Gifts 
have been showered upon us by life - gifts which 
have seemed so intimately personal. AS though 
life had singled us out for special attention. It 
seems as though both our joys and frustrations, 
our pains and our pleasures, are labelled with 
our individual names. 

Same is true with reference to conscience. 
That is so intensely personal. We try to escape 
it or evade it - but there it is. Life is so 
personal at this point. rhere is no escape here. 
"There is a place in t he human soul where life 
comes t o call wi t hout ringing t he bell" . It does 
not ask the privilege of entering - it just comes. 
It makes no apologies; it speaks our name. A man 
becomes aware all at once that he is elected by 
life. Life has spoken his name. Life says to 
him "Thou" - and that ' s all there is to it • 

Well illustrated in Book of Jonah. God spoke 
to him, or life spoke to him, directly and unmis
takeably; and he tried to run away. Sought to es
cape by building his proverbial castle in Spain. 
He sought to deny life's claim upon him. Tried to 
escape life's personal challenge. He couldn't 
escape. Everywhere he went, life pursued him and 
never once did life forget his name - his name, 
amid all the teeming millions of his day. 

Martin Luther also heard life sneak his own 
name. Le d him t o Ray "Here I stand; I can do no 
other". Life was speaking to him. Something very 
personal about it. And that's haw life comes to 


