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"GIVING I.T TIME" 

INTRODUCTION Both the Democratic Convention of July and the Republican 
Convention of August were something of "media events" for 

the American people. That is, the outcome for both of them was pretty well 
determined ahead of time. Scripts were written in advance and the question 
in both instances was how Nell they would be played. 

Of course, it used to be different. Back in the days when newspapers 
were the major source of information, political conventions were wilder and 
more unpredictable and also a lot longero The 1924 Democratic Convention in 
Madison Square Garden went on for two weekso It was deadlocked in balloting 
between Al Smith and William McAdoo. H. L. Mencken was at that convention, 
covering it for the Baltimore Sun. After the lOOth ballot, McAdoo and Smith 
were still deadlocked. Neither had the majority to win the nomination. 

And the rumors around the convention floor were that John W. Davis was 
going to be nominated as a compromise candidate. ·Mencken had to file a story. 
He conldn't wait to see the outcome, so he wired Baltimore with this opening 
line, "Everything is uncertain at this convention, but one thing - John W. 
Davis will never be nominated." Well, three ballots later, John W. Davis was 
nominated. And when the ballot was announced Mencken turned to another re
porter sitting next to him in the sweltering press room and said, 

"I wonder if those idiots in Baltimore know 
enough to strike out the negative •••• 11 

It's a good story. I like it and I used it because I think that life is 
structured the way that political conventions used to be. You don't know 
what the final outcome will be. Predictions fail as often as they come true, 
and b1owing that, you'd think we would conclude that our predictions, when 
they do come true, are probably just lucky guesses. 

DEVELOP~ffiNT And that being the case, why is it that we so often see the 
worst in things? Chances are we're going to be wrong. Not 

only are we going to be wrong about the conclusion of events that we observe, 
hut we're going to be wrong about the people that we judge as welL They'll 
surprise us, too. We often rush to quick judgements about other people. We 
say they're no good, or they're losers, or they'll never amount to aqything. 
l~e rush to make our little judgements and then have to come back and "strike 
the negative" o 

There's a story told about two men talking about Green Bay, Wisconsin. 
The first man says, "It's a terrible place .. othe only thing to come out of 
Green Bay are loose women and football players". The second man says, "Hey, 
Wllit a man ••• rny wife's from Green Bay" And the first man says, "Oh ••• is that 
so and what position does she play?" 

I've done that. We've all done that. We've made our share of incorrect 
judgements about people and situations and then have to change our opinion 
as gracefully as we can. Life is unpredictable. 

PARABlE OF THE SOWER That's the way I read this Parable from the Gospel 
of Matthew. It's about a sower who sowed seed in 

a field. The sower went out to sow and as he sowed, same seed fell on the 
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path, some bn rocky ground, some among thorns, and some on good soil. Some of 
the seed failed to come up and some took root. That's the parable and what it 
is saying to us is something like this: you never know. Life is unpredictable. 

This parable is addressed to Disciples who had to go out into a world 
that, at best, was indifferent to the Christian Faith, and sometimes hostile 
and resistant to it. The parable says, "Look, you don't know how your 
discipleship is going to be received". I have the feeling that the Disciples 
themselves prompted this parable by asking Jesus, "Hmr can vte be effective, 
Lord, in this work •••• how can we be sure that our efforts are going to produce 
results? What's your advice?" And Jesus said, 

"You won't know how you're doing. You'll never know. You're 
like a sower, broadcasting seed. Some falls on good ground 
and some on bad. Time will tell. It's not up to you any 
more than the growth of the seed is up to the farmer. Time 
will te 11. It takes time". 

I see it as a parable of hope and encouragement. There's a strong note of 
realism to it. It says, this is a world in which many seeds planted never 
turn to flm.rers. It 1 s a world in which you have to struggle in order to 
survive. It's a world where there is loss, a world where there is wastage, 
and that's a tough fact for us to accept, that in wars and in human tragedy 
there is the waste - the waste of life and unfulfilled potential. It's 
there; it's not explained. Nowhere in the New Testament is that sort of thing 
explained for us. It's just accepted as being part of living in this kind of 
world. Jesus Himself accepted it and struggled with it, clear to the end of 
His life and kept on going. 

HE'S OUR MODEL And He 1 s our mode 1. That's all we have, any of us. If: we 
are going to life meaningful lives, if we're going to try 

to do the right thing and be good parents and loyal spouses and honest business 
people and have integrity and substance in our lives and stand for what is de
cent, and be followers of The Christ - it will have to be in a world that i.s 
sometimes resistant to that life; and therefore, in a world in which all that 
we hope for won't come true and all that l·re work on won't succeed, and all that 
we love won't appreciate our love. It's like the farmer scattering seed. Some 
takes root and some doesn't. 

A Bishop of India told the story of an Indian custom. On the first day of 
a new year the tradition is. to taste seven different herbs and spices to remind 
you that the year ahead will be both bitter and sweet with both pleasant 
experiences and sour experiences. You can count on it for that's the way life 
is. Both the good news and the bad news - life and death, joy and sorrow. 
Some things that you plant are going to grow and some are not. Life is that way. 

A line in a review of the Broadway play, "Nicholas Nickle by" found its 
way into my sermon notebook. The talk was about Dickens and how different 
his writing was compared to the usual cynicism found on Broadway. This was the 
line I liked. "It's good to see a play in which people are realistic without 
being hopeless". 

And that's Hhat this parable is trying to do ••• to make us realistic with
out being hopeless .in terms of life and our world. And to get that you have 
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to see yourself as a so~o~er. You've got something to give ••• talents to spread 
throughout this world ••• a mission in life. But you haven't been given the 
best conditions in which to work. There are rocks and thorns and beaten 
paths and careless, thoughtless people who beat a path through your field 
and don't seem to care. They don't even notice what they're doing. That's 
the environment that you and I have to work in in this life and it's enough 
to discourage anyone. How can anything possibly grow, or flourish, in such 
an environment. It's unreasonable to think that anything significant would 
ever come out of this kind of a world. 

I know people who feel that way. They see the hostile and indifferent 
environment that they have to work in, or that exists in this world as they 
see it and they give up so easily. Some don't even get started; they don't 
even try. They say it's not worth the effort. And that answer to that is: 
YOU ARE THE SOWER, that's all. Just go out and sow the seed. Don't worry 
about the results. It's not up to you anyway. No farmer worrying over a 
seed ever made it grow. That's not your job. Your job is to sow. You're 
the sower. Some of the things you sow will fail and some will be unappreciated 
and some will have moderate success and some will flm..rer abundantly. But you 
don't know which. And so: get to work and leave the harvest to God. 

And that ought to lead to a certain kind of 11 detachment11 • I hesitate to 
use that term, because some people associate it with uncaring and apathy. But 
it doesn't mean that. The detachment that I'm talking about, and which I 
believe this parables ca Us for, is not be anxious about the results of what 
you do. To have detachment is to do the hest tha~ yon ~ and leave the rest 
to God. ---
MANAGEMENT BY OBJECTIVE In recent years there has been talk about "manage-

ment by objective", and I guess that's OK. ltle 're 
operating more and more that way in the Church now-a-days. Some time ago word 
came down from "higher up11 that even ministers have to list their objectives 
in order that they can be evaluated at the end of the year by the PPR Committee, 
and I suppose that's all right ••• I've always been one who listed objectives 
a~yway, even though I may fall short. Maybe it's needed ••• management by 
objective for I know people who profit from this kind of incentive when it 
comes to work. I remember a manager complaining about his employees, saying, 

"I believe that people ought to work R hours and sleep 
R hours - but not the same eight hours". 

So, as a goal, maybe management by objective has something goo~ for us, but 
there's also something about it that troubles me. Let me see if I can put a 
finger on it. 

Perhaps it's this: it's the implication that a person's work can be 
measured on a predetermined schedule fo evaluation. The dangerous thing about 
it is that you would reach the conclusion that results can be measured by 
our little timetables. And that's just not the case. Oh, in some areas of 
life I suppose it's the case •••• say "mouth to mouth resuscitation". There's a 
sort of built in time limitation for results there. But not in other areas of 
life. 
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In fact, I think you can say that the more significant thing you are 
doing, the harder it is to predict the results. Like raising children. I 
know some people who didn't grow up until they passed Lo. Or working for 
justice in society. Every bit of progress made in social justice came after 
years.' •• in some cases generations. of seemingly futile efforts. Or teaching 
school. That's like planting seeds. Or spreacHng the Gospel. In those areas 
you need to have a certain amount of "detachment" •••• the ability to keep on 
going with your eyes on Christ because it's right, and leave the rest to God. 
I have tried to do it here for years in my work, knowing that the seed is 
planted by faithful "day to day, week to week" effort ••• through word and deed, 
but the bearing of the fruit comes later, as it takes hold and spourts in 
the lives of people. I'm not always priviliged to witness the growth, the 
results, for it happens elsewhere as people come and go. We are called to be 
faithful in the sowing of that seed - not getting discouraged or filled with 
panic. 

I came across some good advice. It was in a piece about Thackery, that 
story about how one of his servant destroyed the manuscript o:f his novel 
accidentally. He just threw it away, not aware·of what it was. And how 
Thackery had no anger or showed no resentment toward the servant, but simply 
sat down and taking up his pen wrote the whole thing over again. Said the 
man, in talking about it: 

"The value of one 1 s life does not consist in the impression 
that it makes on others; it comes from the realization that 
while we are responsible for what we do, we are not 
responsible for its success". 

It's something like that that this Parable of the Sower is saying, 
calling for a kind of detachment, telling you you're a sower, that's all. 
You're the sower. You're responsible for what you do. Do the best you can 
at that point. Remember, you're not responsible for its success. We need to 
remember that ultimately God is in charge - not us. And to have faith is to 
helieve that, and therefore the evidence of having faith is also to have patienc1 

THE "CANTUS FIRMUS" I was tempted to call Lyndon Woodside on Friday when 
I was writing up these sermon notes and ask him if he 

might play as the postlude a composition of Bach's entitled, "Gottes Zeit" or 
in English, "God 1 s time is the best time". I didn't get a.round to calling 
him to get it into the works, but let me comment on Bach and that piece. 

Bach, of course, was one of the great expositors of our Christian Faith, 
not only inahe texts he used, but in the music itself, in the forms he 
used. We have another example of that in a piece called, "Sheep May Safely 
Graze" - an aria that is not unfamiliar to most of us. There you can see that 
one of the forms Bach used is called the "cantus firmus" - which means a basic 
melody upon which other melodies are played. It's like a duet, two melodies, 
except the cantus firmus, the bass melody, supports the second one and yet it 
is independent of it. It has a life of its own - the cantus firmus. 

To me, that's a wonderful metaphor for the purpose of God. It's like a 
cantus firmus in our lives. It supports our actions, and yet it has a will of 
its own, working out its own purposes. That's why Bach said, "God's time is 
the best time". 
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We need to remember that His time is not our time, for His ways are as 
high from us and different from us as the earth is from the heavens. We hurry 
and can be so impatient, like a brief aria. He is slow and sure, like the 
"cantus firmus". We want immediate resl!lts from our efforts and can be dis
couraged when they don't come. He continues to act on His own time, taking 
what we offer and weaving it in ways that are unrecognizeable to us in His 
"cantus firmus". 

God's time :i.s the best time. That's our f<'dth. His ways are not our 
ways. Neither is His time our time. That's why faith is patience, the kind 
of patience that a sower has who knows that if he is fa.i thful and does his job 
well he can go home and rest, getting a good night's sleep, leaving the rest 
to God. His song is over, but meanwhile, God's time - quietly, relentlessly, 
1 i.ke a "cantus firmus", continues to play, 

PRAYER 

"Accomplishing that which He purposes and prospering 
in the thing for which He sent it." 

"Give to each of us, 0 God, the gift of a great faith -
expectant and adventurous. May we be willing to sow the 
seed •••• whatever it mew be ••• and then with patient 
and loving hearts •••• not to worry •••• to let you have 
Your way. 

Help us to do the best with those gifts and abilities 
that are ours. Take from us all strain and stress and 
let our ordered lives confess the beauty of Your peace. 

In the spirit of The Christ we pray. Amen." 
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"GIVING IT TIME" 

INTRODUCTION Both the Democratic Convention of July and the Republican 
Convention of August were something of "media events" for 

the American people. That is, the outcome for both of them was pretty well 
determined ahead of time. Scripts were wr.i tten in advance and the question 
in both instances was how well they would be played. 

Of course, it used to be different. Back in the days when newspapers 
were the major source of information, political conventions were wilder and 
more unpredictable and also a lot longer. The 1924 Democratic Convention in 
Madison Square Garden went on for tttro weeks. It was deadlocked in balloting 
between Al Smith and William McAdoo. H. L. Mencken was at that convention, 
covering it for the Baltimore Sun. After the lOOth ballot, McAdoo and Smith 
were still deadlocked. Neither had the majority to win the nomination. 

And the rumors around the convention floor were that John W. Davis was 
going to be nominated as a compromise candidate. Mencken had to file a story. 
He conldn 1 t wait to see the outcome, so he wired Baltimore with this opening 
line, "Everything is uncertain at this convention, but one thing - John W. 
Davis will never be nominated." ln!ell, three ballots later, John W. Davis was 
nominated. And when the ballot was announced Mencken turned to another re
porter sitting next to him in the sweltering press room and said, 

"I wonder if those idiots in Baltimore know 
enough to strike out the negative •••• " 

It's a good story. I like it and I used it because I think that life is 
structured the way that political conventions used to be. You don't know 
what the final outcome will be. Predictions fail as often as they come true, 
and knowing that, you'd think we would conclude that our predictions, when 
they do come true, are probably just lucky guesses. 

DEVELOPMENT And that being the case, why is it that we so often see the 
worst in things? Chances are we're going to be wrong. Not 

only are we going to be wrong about the conclusion of events that we observe, 
but we're going to be wrong about the people that we judge as well. They'll 
surprise us, too. We often rush to quick judgements about other people. We 
say they're no good, or they're losers, or they'll never amount to anything. 
We rush to make our little judgements and then have to come back and "strike 
the negative 11 • 

There's a story told about two men talking about Green Bay, Wisconsin. 
The first man says, "It's a terrible place ••• the only thing to come out of 
Green Bay are loose women and football players". The second man says, "Hey, 
wait a man ••• my wife's from Green Bay" And the first man says, "Oh ••• is that 
so and what position does she play?" 

I've done that. We've all done that. We've made our share of incorrect 
judgements about people and situations and then have to change our opinion 
as gracefully as we can. Life is unpredictable. 

PARABlE OF THE SOWER That 1 s the way I read this Parable from the Gospel 
of Matthew. It 1 s about a smrer who sowed seed in 

a field. The sower went out to sow and as he sowed, some seed fell on the 
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path, some on rocky ground, some among thorns, and some on good soil. Some of 
the seed failed to come up and some took root. That's the parable and what it 
is saying to us is something like this: you never know. Life is unpredictable. 

This parable is addressed to Disciples who had to go out into a world 
that, at best, was indifferent to the Christian Faith, and sometimes hostile 
and resistant to it. The parable says, "Look, you don't know how your 
discipleship is going to be received". I have the feeling that the Disciples 
themselves prompted this parable by asking Jesus, "Hmr can we be effective, 
Lord, in this work •••• how can We be sure that our efforts are going to produce 
results? "What's your advice?" And Jesus said, 

"You won't know how you're doing. You'll never know. You're 
like a sower, broadcasting seed. Some falls on good ground 
and some on bad. Time will tell. It's not up to you any 
more than the growth of the seed is up to the farmer. Time 
will tell. It takes time". 

I see it as a parable of hope and encouragement. There's a strong note of 
realism to it. It says, this is a world in which many seeds planted never 
turn to flowers. It's a world in which you have to struggle in order to 
survive. It's a world where there is loss, a world where there is wastage, 
and that's a tough fact for us to accept, that in wars and in human tragedy 
there is the waste - the waste of life and unfulfilled potential. It's 
there; it's not explained. Nowhere in the New Testament is that sort of thing 
explained for us. It's just accepted as being part of living in this kind of 
world. Jesus Himself accepted it and struggled with it, clear to the end of 
His life and kept on going. 

HE'S OUR MODEL And He 1 s our mode 1. That 1 s a 11 we have, any of us • If. we 
are going to life meaningful lives, if we're going to try 

to do the right thing and be good parents and loyal spouses and honest business 
people and have integrity and substance in our lives and stand for what is de
cent, and be followers of The Christ - it will have to be in a world that is 
sometimes resistant to that life; and therefore, in a world in which all that 
we hope for won't come true and all that l·re work on won't succeed, and all that 
we love won't appreciate our love. It's like the farmer scattering seed. Some 
takes root and some doesn't. 

A Bishop of India told the story of an Indian custom. On the first day of 
a new year the tradition is to taste seven different herbs and spices to remind 
you that the year ahead will be both bitter and sweet with both pleasant 
experiences and sour experiences. You can count on it for that's the way life 
is. Both the good news and the bad news - life and death, joy and sorrow. 
Some things that you plant are going to grow and some are not. Life is that way. 

A line in a review of the Broadway play, "Nicholas Nickle by" found its 
way into my sermon notebook. The talk was about Dickens and how different 
his writing was compared to the usual cynicism found on Broadway. This was the 
line I liked. "It's goQd~to see a play in which people are realistic without 
being hope less". 

And that's what this parable is trying to do ••• to make us realistic with
out being hopeless in terms of life and our world. And to get that you have 
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to see yourself as a sower. You've got something to give ••• talents to spread 
throughout this world ••• a mission in life. But you haven't been given the 
best conditions in which to work. There are rocks and thorns and beaten 
paths and careless, thoughtless people who beat a path through your field 
and don't seem to care. They don't even notice what they're doing. That's 
the environment that you and I have to work in in this life and it's enough 
to discourage anyone. How can anything possibly grow, or flourish, in such 
an environment. It's unreasonable to think that anything significant would 
ever come out of this kind of a world. 

I know people who feel that way. They see the hostile and indifferent 
environment that they have to work in, or that exists in this world as they 
see it and they give up so easily. Some don't even get started; they don't 
even try. They say it's not worth the effort. And that answer to that is: 
YOU ARE THE SOWER, that's all. Just go out and sow the seed. Don't worry 
about the results. It's not up to you anyway. No farmer worrying over a 
seed ever made it grow. That's not your job. Your job is to sow. You're 
the sower. Some of the things you sow will fail and some will be unappreciated 
and some will have moderate success and some will flmver abundantly. But you 
don't know which. And so: get to work and leave the harvest to God. 

And that ought to lead to a certain kind of "detachment". I hesitate to 
use that term, because some people associate it with uncaring and apathy. But 
it doesn't mean that. The detachment that I'm talking about, and which I 
believe this parables calls for, is not be anxious about the results of what 
you do. To have detachment is to do the hest tha~ yon ~ and leave the ~ 
to God. --
MANAGEMENT BY OBJECTIVE In recent years there has been talk about "manage-

ment by objective", and I guess that's OK. We're 
operating more and more that way in the Church now-a-days. Some time ago word 
came down from "higher up" that even ministers have to list their objectives 
in order that they can be evaluated at the end of the year by the PPR Committee, 
and I suppose that's all right ••• I've always been one who listed objectives 
anyway, even though I may fall short. Maybe it's needed ••• management by 
objective for I know people who profit from this kind of incentive when it 
comes to work. I remember a manager complaining about his employees, saying, 

"I believe that people ought to work 8 hours and sleep 
8 hours - but not the same eight hours". 

So, as a goal, maybe management by objective has something ~oo,g for us, but 
there's also something about it that troubles me. Let me see if I can put a 
finger on it. 

Perhaps it's this: it's the implication that a person's work can be 
measured on a predetermined schedule fo evaluation. The dangerous thing about 
it is that you would reach the conclusion that results can be measured by 
our little timetables. And that's just not the case. Oh, in some areas of 
life I suppose it's the case •••• say "mouth to mouth resuscitation". There's a 
sort of built in time limitation for results there. But not in other areas of 
life. 
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In fact, I think you can say that the more significant thing you are 
doing, the harder it is to predict the results. Like raising children. I 
know some people who didn't grow up until they passed ho. Or working for 
justice in society. Every bit of progress made in social justice came after 
years ••• in some cases generations. of seemingly futile efforts. Or teaching 
school. That's like planting seeds. Or spreadtng the Gospel. In those areas 
you need to have a certain amount of "detachment" •••• the ability to keep on 
going with your eyes on Christ because it's right, and leave the rest to God. 
I have tried to do it here for years in my work, knowing that the seed is 
planted by faithful "day to day, week to week" effort ••• through word and deed, 
but the bearing of the fruit comes later, as it takes hold and spourts in 
the lives of people. I'm not always priviliged to witness the growth, the 
results, for it happens elsewhere as people come and go. We are called to be 
faithful in the sowing of that seed - not getting discouraged or filled with 
panic. 

I came across some good advice. It was in a piece about Thackery, that 
story about how one of his servant destroyed the manuscript of his novel 
accidentally. He just threw it away, not aware· of what it was. And how 
Thackery had no anger or showed no resentment toward the servant, but simply 
sat down and taking up his pen wrote the whole thing over again. Said the 
man, in talking about it: 

"The value of one 1 s life does not consist in the impression 
that it makes on others; it comes from the realization that 
while we are responsible for what we do, we are not 
responsible for its success". 

It's something like that that this Parable of the Sower is saying, 
calling for a kind of detachment, telling you you're a sower, that's all. 
You're the sower. You're responsible for what you do. Do the best you can 
at that point. Remember, you're not responsible for its success. We need to 
remember that ultimately God is in charge - not us. And to have faith is to 
believe that, and therefore the evidence of having faith is also to have patience 

THE "CANTUS FIRMUS" I was tempted to call Lyndon Woodside on Friday when 
I was writing up these sermon notes and ask him if he 

might play as the postlude a composition of Bach's entitled, "Gottes Zeit" or 
in English, "God 1 s time is the best time". I didn 1 t get around to calling 
him to get it into the works, but let me comment on Bach and that piece. 

Bach, of course, was one of the great expositors of our Christian Faith, 
not only intthe texts he used, but in the music itself, in the forms he 
used. We haye another example of that in a piece called, "Sheep May Safely 
Graze" - an aria that is not unfamiliar to most of us. There you can see that 
one of the forms Bach used is called the "cantus firmus" - which means a basic 
melody upon which other melodies are played. It's like a duet, two melodies, 
except the cantus firmus, the bass melody, supports the second one and yet it 
is independent of it. It has a life of its own - the cantus firmus. 

To me, that's a wonderful metaphor for the purpose of God. It's like a 
cantus firmus in our lives. It supports our actions, and yet it has a will of 
its own, working out its own purposes. That's why Bach said, "God's time is 
the best time". 



- 5 -

We need to remember that His time is not our time, for His ways are as 
high from us and different from us as the earth is from the heavens. We hurry 
and can be so impatient, like a brief aria. He is slow and sure, like the 
"cantua firmus". We want immediate results from our efforts and can be dis
couraged when they don't come. He continues to act on His own time, taking 
what we offer and weaving it in ways that are unrecognizeable to us in His 
"cantus firmus". 

God's time is the best time. That's our faith. His ways are not our 
ways. Neither is His time our time. That's why faith is patience, the kind 
of patience that a sower has who knows that if he is faithful and does his job 
well he can go home and rest, getting a good night's sleep, leaving the rest 
to God. His song is over, but meanwhile, God's time - quietly, relentlessly, 
like a "cantus firmus", continues to play, 

PRAYER 

"Accomplishing that which He purposes and prospering 
in the thing for which He sent it." 

"Give to each of us, 0 God, the gift of a great faith -
expectant and adventurous. May we be willing to sow the 
seed •••• whatever it may be ••• and then with patient 
and loving hearts •••• not to worry •••• to let you have 
Your way. 

Help us to do the best with those gifts and abilities 
that are ours. Take from us all strain and stress and 
let our ordered lives confess the beauty of Your peace. 

In the spirit of The Christ we pray •. Amen." 



PASTORAL PRAYER: October 9 ,_ 1988 

Many have been the t.iJnes, 0 God, when we bave stormed the gates of heaven 
in some emergency and f.tred of!: to You our "life-ra!t, fox-hole" 
praj1l3rs ••• sought You tn the clutches of some eleventh hour crisis 
and desperation. 

But now on a quiet Fall Sunday morning ... ln the ordered beauty of 
our service of worshio, we would here recall Your good.ress and 
grace, and through a comr:ton prayer speak our thanks to You. 

We bless You, 0 God, for the life You have given us. 
'He blsee You that we are !till !.'lTpre~s im1.;.ble to the tr.lth 

of Scripture and to the towering fact or JesUB Christ. 
We bless You and thank You for words of encouragemtJnt that 

find us when ottr fl.am9 iB law. 

For help!ng hands that reach us when the load 
is more than we can carry. 

For retrievable insights that come to mind when 
two ways open and we must decide. .-

For all those who by word and deed, and by 
dependance on Your Spirit have brought our 
donbting souls to a stronger faith. 

Moderate our longings, 0 God, for the goods and gadgets of this 
busy world, lest in our anxiety for more we end up losii1g the 
blessings of a grateful heart, a quiet, mind, a cheerful spirit. 

\ve remember before You this day the lay DEn and lay llomen of this Church whose 
rltness before You and to You is largely made beyond these walls 
during the weekday - in offices, in c !ass rooms, in hospi ta.ls, 
in homes, on subways and in buses, and even on the sidewalks of this 
great city. 

Bless them, Lord, with a strong and vital sense of Your presence 
and truth as they go their individual ways - to the end that they 
may do their work well and in the doing of it be a Christ to those 
around them. 

Forgive us, too - 0 Lord, - that our influence has never ~~tehed 
C?Ur mnnbers ••• that we spend more time enjoying our Faith than ap
plying it ••• that so many of our friends and colleagues rea.lJ.j: have 
no idea of what Christ means in our lives. 

Out of Your infinite love for each of us, Father, nmr minister to us and heal 
us at the point of our deepest need. Move in our lives this hour 
in a saving, centering way ••• confirming '!.'hat is strong and filling 
what is empty. All of this we ask in the spirit of Christ ln whom 
we see l.tfe's highest hope and its deepest meaning. 

In His strong name we pray. 



11 And all things •• owhatsoever ydu shall ask in prayer, 
believing ••• you shall receive. And as many as touched 
Him were made whole1" 

11 Wai t on the Lord. Be of good course and He shall 
strengthen thine heart. For we dwell in the shelter of 
tihe Almighty. He is our refuge and our strength." 

"We know that in everything, God works together for good 
with those who love Him!" 

"But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. 
They shall mount up with wings as eagles. They shall run 
and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint". 

"God so love the world that He gave His only Son, that who
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life". 

"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits: 
who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diseases~. 

"Thou wilt keep Him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
Thee: because he trusteth in thee". 

"In the name of Jesus Christ, I share with you the Good News: 
We are forgiven"o 

PRAYERS / LORD'S PRAYER 0 Thou, who hearest prayer, hear our prayers ••• for 
others, as well as for ourselves. Touch with 

healing, 0 God ••• Father of us all, those whom we mention in our prayers this hour: 

1. Daisy Herrick 2. -------------------Maude Barnett 3. Sharron - daughter of Michael 

4. William - father of !390 Brown Karen Oldham 6. Thomas Falsha.w 
Haddie Banton, mother of Bert William s 

••• beloved members and friends of this congregation. Comfort the bereaved and 
the broken hearted among us ••• and especially be close to who in recent 
days has lost a loved one. Abide among us as a healing benediction. Heal each of 
us at the point of our deepest need. 

Answer the upspoken prayers now offered to thee on the altars of our 
hearts, spoken in the name and soirit of Jesus, who taught us to say when we pray •••• 
For we ask all of this in the powerful name and lifting spirit of Jesus who taught 
us to say when we prayooo 

"Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And _ lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the 
Kingdom, and the Power and the gl•ry, forever. Amen" 



.. 
FIRST INTRODUCTION The week of toil has ended. Our day of rest is at 

hand. May the rest and the quiet of this hour of 
worship refresh our inner life. And may'it renew in all of us a sense of 
God's holy and abiding Presence. 

In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt. 

SECOND INTRODUCTION Remaining in ~ prayerful spirit, let us enter now 
into a time of silent meditationuua time in which 

we prepare ourselves expectantly ••• that the Spirit of the living God may be 
made real to us in this hour of worship. 

In quietness, let each now pray as the heart may prompto 

THIRD INTRODUCTION Remaining in a prayerful spirit, let us enter into 
a time of silent meditation as we come into the 

Presence of Him whom our faith declares to be the Source of all life and 
love, all peace and power, the Source of all hope and healing. 

In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt. 

FOURTH INTRODUCTION Remaining in a prayerful spirit, let us enter now 
into a time of silent meditation. In these moments, 

let us ponder the pattern our lives have been weaving as we come into the 
Presence of Him whom our Faith declares to be the Source of all life and love, 
all peace and power, the Source of all hope and healing. 

In silence, let each now pray as the heart mqy prompt. 

MEDITATION We rest our hearts in the Promise of Jesus~who said: 
I, ' i J r 

11 Come unto Me, all ye that,}rbor and are heavy laden, anc~ 
I will give you rest. Take--my yoke upon you a:hd learn of 
Me, for My yoke is easy and My burden is light". 

"Ask, and it will be given you. Seek and you will find. 
Knock, and it will be open unto you." 

11 I a:m the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the 
Father, but b.y Me. If you love Me, you will keep my commandments" 

"For I tell you ••• do not be anxious about your life, what you 
shall eat ••• or drinkeonor about your body, what you shall put 
on. Is not life more than food? And the body more than 
raiment." 

"But seek ye first His kingdom and His righteousness, and 
all these things shall be yours as well." 

"Fo~ I.am ~e~suaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
pr1nc1pal1t1es, nor powers, nor things present •• to come nor height 
nor depth, nor any other creature - shall be ab1e to sep!rate ' 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, Our lord." 



II ANNOUNCE~NTS: Sunday / October 9, 1988 

I. GREETING TO THE VISITffiS 

A. We're delighted to welcome the visitors in the congregation 
this morning ••• hope that we may have the opportunity to greet 
you in a more personal way. 

B. Be free in the sharing of your name with us. Sign a visitor 
card or one of the Guest Books. Join us downstairs ••• come and 
work with us in the programs ••• 

C. You worship in a Church that has been ministering to the needs 
of people in this part of NYC since 1B37 ••• a neighborhood 
Church ••• open and inclusive ••• we minister in the name of Christ, 
and ••• 

II. FRIENDS ••• BE SURE TO PICK UP 

A. Pick up the October news sheet • .' •• carries the various concerns 
and joys of our parish ••• copies by the door in the narthex. 

B. Also pick up the Rummage Sale flyer and post it in your 
building ••• and be sure to lend a hand, if possible, with the 
many preparations •••• October 22nd. 

c. Note the various things that are happening around the Church. 
Ordering some new name tags ••• new hymnals ••• the craft workshop. 

III. COMING TO THAT BUSY TIME OF THE YEAR Mary Lou McGanney: 

A. Coming to th~t busy time ••• conducting our 1989 Financial 
Canvass, holding a Rummage Sale, sponsoring a Church Fair, and 
holding our Charge Conference. Church Fair PIKCK UP Saturday, 29ti 

B. A lot will be happening ••• pressures build during the months of 
October, November and December. Share where you can ••• where 
time permits ••• with those concerns. 

IV. OFFERING 

A. During October He receive a special appeal for the Fellowship 
of Suffering and Service. Envelopes in the narthex. We usually 
receive $300 for this October appeal •••• last Sunday we received 
$ 125.00. 

B. "It is more blessed to give than to receive". In this spirit, 
let us worship God with our morning offering. 

V. TOMORROW'S A HOLIDAY 

A. Church will be closed. I vrill be leaving around 12:45 today •••• 
to catch a 1:45 train ••• to travel north to Schectady where the 
UM Church in Alplaus is celebrating its 75th Anniversary •••• 
My dad was pastor of the church there 50 years ago and I hope to 
bring greetings to Methodist friends in that little community on 
the Mohawk River outside of Schenectady •••• if there are any concern 
you need to pass on to me ••• bring them to me a.t the door around 1231 



ANTHEM: "Blessed Are They" 

"Blessed are they that always keep 
judgement and do righteousness; they are 
blessed". 

.ANTHEM: "O Be Joyful In the Lord" 

"0 be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; 
serve the Lord with gladness, and come be
fore His presence with a song. Be ye sure 
that the Lord He is God; it is He that hath 
made us and not we ourselves. We are His 
people and the sheep of His pasture. 

0 go your way into His gates with 
thanksgiving, and into His courts with 
praise; be thankful unto Him, and speak 
good of His Name. For the Lord is gracious, 
His mercy is everlasting and His truth en
dureth from generation to generation. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the be
ginning, is now and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen." 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are 
held on Wednesday evening at 6:15 pm in the 
downstairs Choir Room. Now's a good time to 
JO~n as the choir begins to prepare music 
for the coming weeks of Fall and Winter. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday 
morning at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall. Coffee 
is available and new friends are most wel
come. Now's a good time to join as the 
study of the Gospel of Matthew begins. John 
Simms is serving as teacher for the class. 

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN" 

The "Hounds of Heaven meet on Tuesday 
evening at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. All 
are welcome. Stop by and share in the study 
of Maxie Dunnam's book, The Workbook on 
Spiritual Disciplines. George Leopold is 
leader. 

ALDERSGATE CLASS 

The Aldersgate Class meets on Wednesday 
evening for Bible study in Fellowship Hall. 
The class meets at 7:30 pm. 

CRAFT WORKSHOP 

A craft workshop will be held at Anna 
Delson's home on Saturday, October the 15th, 
from 10 to 3 pm. Lunch is included. If 
you're interested in attending, please call 
Anna at 288-5684 and let her know. 

NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN 

New members will be received into the 
Church in early December. Persons interested 
in strengthening a tie with the Church this 
Fall are invited to be in touch with Mr. 

•. 

Clarke or with either Ann Bryant or Robert 
Gardner, Co-chairpersons, Membership Committee. 

. ... 
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1989 FINANCIAL CANVASS / PREPARATION BEGINS 

The success of the 1989 Every Member 
Financial Canvass will depend on the efforts 
of Team Captains and Canvassers dedicated to 
the programs of our church and willing to 
contact fellow members and friends of our 
church. Each year, the Canvass underwrites 
a significant portion of our annual church 
budget. It challenges each one of us to re
turn to the Lord through our stewardship some 
of what we received from Him. Need some 
further motivation? Give prayerful considera
tion to Psalms 24 and 100 and Hymn 45. 

Canvassers work under an experienced 
Team Captain. The telephone contacts allow 
us to share the warmth of our fellowship 
while we encourage a stewardship response. 
Canvassers need meet only these requirements: 

1. A commitment to pledge your own 
financial stewardship for 1989. 

2. A willingness to contact 4 or 5 
fellow church members by phone 
between October 30 and November 
20. 

3. A commitment to be in church and 
at the canvass Kick-Off Meeting 
on October 30th at 12:30 pm. 

To indicate your interest, sign the list 
in the Russell Room during coffee hour today 
or contact Mary Lou McGanney (877-2901), 
Bob Lewis (663-1433) or John Simms (831-0920) . 
A Team Captain will call you the week of 
October 16 to finalize your team assignment. 

OCTOBER DATES 

The Charge Conference of the parish i.s 
scheduled for Tuesday evening, October 18th. 

A Fall Rummage Sale will be held on . 
Saturday, October 22nd, 10 am to 3 pm. Be 
in touch with Dianne Keller if you can lend 
a hand with the many preparations involved. 

The Church Fair pick up day will be on 
Saturday, October 29th. Contact Kathy Simms 
(831-0920) for further details. 

October 30th is the Sunday of the 1989 
Canvass Kick-Off Luncheon Meeting for all 60 

Canvassers. 

NEW HYMNAL 

Orders for the new Methodist Hymnal 
to be published in the Fall of 1989 are now 
being received. Use the envelope in the pew. 
A new hymnal costs $10.50. For further infor
mation, speak to Donna Hayes. 

NAME TAGS 

The Membership Committee will be placing 
another order for permanent name tags in early 
November. Please contact Dee Downing (410-3811), 
Ann Bryant (628-6693) or Bob Gardner (628-0874) 
if you would like to order a permanent name tag. 

For those interest in contributing for 
their name tags, the cost is $3.50 per name tag. 
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ORGAN 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
October 9, 1988 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

"Choral" 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 35 "For the Beauty of the Earth" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

Lang l a is 

Most merciful Father, we have done little to 
forward Thy Kingdom in this world, to foster the 
brotherhood of man, and to establish love as the 
law of life. We have allowed self to blind us, 
pains to embitter us. Pardon our shortcomings; 
forgive our neglect; give us pure heart intent 
on pleasing Thee. Help us in all our seeking to 
seek first Thy Kingdom and Thy righteousness. 
And make us come, as came Thy Son, not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister. We ask this 
in the spirit of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT MEDIITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER "The Lord Reigns" 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

*** 
ANTHEM "Blessed Are They" 
SCRIPTURE Matthew 13: 1 - 9; 18 - 23 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

No. 582 
No. 792 
No. 740 

Wesley 
Page 846 

ANTHEM "0 · Be Joyful In the Lord" Huston 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 69 "There's a Wideness in God's Mercy" 
SERMON "Giving It Time" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 250 "Soldiers of Christ, Arise" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Allegro Giocoso" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Langlais 

\ 

LAY READER 

We welcome Mary Lou McGanney to the lectern today. 
A native of Dallas, Texas, reared in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
a graduate of Radcliffe. Mary Lou works with the Board 
of . Education as an Evaluation Associate. Here in the 
Church she serves on the Board of Trustees, is ·: a member 
o f the Fina nce Committee , t he Committee on Nomin~tions, 

and serves on•, the Church Fair Executive Committee. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given in celebra
tion of the life of John J. Risley. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters today are Rebecca Sensenbaugh and Linda 
Burtch. The ushers are Susan Langley, Ann and Gordon 
Bryant, Cary Danford, Michael Hajek, Ann and Chuck Neal. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Pat Henry, Josefina Garcia, Sara Haruyama, Susan 
Langley, Anette Lewis and Katherine Robinson. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from ten~thirty to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is available o~ the fourth floor. 

A SPECIAL OFFERING 

During the month of October we receive a special 
offering for the Fellowship of Suffering and Service. 
We invite you to respond with a gift if you have not 
yet already done so. Envelopes are in the narthex. 


