
"We know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God" Romans 8:28 

"H.iliDLING OUR DISAPPOINTMENTS" 

"l'in fed up!" Most expressive modern phrase 
but speaks of an experience as old as human nat
ure. Life can be so disappointing. Same numbing 
sense of defeat and frustration. Same old round 
and same old world; same old problems and same 
old self. Long for wings of a dove. 

People can be so disappointing. Living or 
working with unlovely and irritating persons -
vain, jealous, envious, bullying, gossiping, un
able to take criticism, poor losers, grandstand 
players, pugnacious, profane, exasperating. lhat 
a category. How disappointing they can be - and 
we can be. te make it hard for others to be at 
their best. 

Old monks knew this e xperience of disappoint
ment and futility. Hence withdrew into monaster
ies. Could not always find the peace they sought. 
They also got "fed up". Described as a "weariness 
of the spirit; a loathing of oneself; crushing 
feeling of futility; feeling of disappointment. 
Brings me to the question: How can we handle our 
disappointments? Three suggestions. 

RECOGNIZE LIF~'S UNFAIRNESS Life does not apport
~"~ /~/51 A-~ /~ ~~ ion her gifts with 
.6<-- ~ Aea-r4- - ~ een/~ any degree of equal-
ity. Glibly declare "All men created equal" -
equal in what? In same family there is lack of 
equality. Mental inequality. Physical inequal- v. 
ity. The only equality is that they are children 
of the same parents. That is the basic equality 
of life - we are all children of God - but we do 
not all start from scratch. 

Life apparently unfair. 'v~e are not consult
ed as to our parents. One child born into home 
of love, understanding, sympathy. ',Jan ted; plan
ned for; loving arms waiting to receive it. On 
other hand - some children damned rather than 
born into life. Unwanted. Home of misunderstand-
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ing, ugliness, sordidness, selfishness. Child 
has no sense of security. Interview adolescent 
girl whose father is in gaol for sexual offense. 
Tears welled up in her eyes and rolled down her 
cheek. Ashamed of home and father. ~ot fair! 

No credit to us if were well born into fine 
home. Just fortunate. \/e had nothing to do with 
being born into white race. Had no control over 
those circumstances. Can't help being white; or 
black. Je boast of ou~ anQestry yet had nothing 
to do with it. LJ7/kz,, tY~~ ~ .v} /o"/1. 

Life does not seem fair? In the matter of 
temperament. One person shy; another assertive. 
One person knows the pain that shyness brings and 
nether finds social adjustment so easy. Matter 

of physical health- some born with good strong 
body; others with bodies that can never be strong 
- always have to be careful. Matter of physical 
appearance - some look like Grecian gods or god
desses - others, like myself have certain struct
ural liabilities. 

Danger of becoming embittered. Sit in some 
corner and sulk at life. Despise ourselves and 
curse God. Allow our disappointments to sour us. 
~eed t o recognize li f e's unfuirness - t o see t ha t 
lif a norks th~t way. To e re list ie about i t . 

nd t o meat i t i t h a sense of humor. Prdyer. 

A COMMON EXPERIENCE Second suggestion: Realize 
disappointment is part of 
our common lot. None seems 

to be exempt from some disappointment. Disappoint
ment in business; in friends; in hopes; in love; 
in children; in self. That helps; to know it is 
a common experience. Let me ·mention examples. 

Friend of mine called to certain chair in a 
certain educational institution. Being groomed 
for the presidency. Few years later another man 
called as president. Keen disappointment - and 
is still disappointed and fails to see anything 
fine about the man who took his place. Failed to 
:IDake his p~aqe with ey~nt~. Takes some doing. 
Ciassib- lett~r sertt to successful rival. 
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Life's disanpointments are so real. In a 
home some time ago. Child in tears because very 
special toy, a doll was broken. Whole world was 
darkened. Life for a moment complet~ly shattered. 
And anyone who knows children knows that no new 
doll can ever take the place of that old and much 
kissed doll lying in unmendable fragments on the 
floor. 

There is a disappointment that comes with 
old age and declining physical powers. Lived so 
long and yet so little seems to have been done. 
Started out with such high hopes - haven't mater
ialized. Like disappointed disciples on Sea of 
Galilee, they have toiled all night and caught 
nothing. 

Disappointment seems to be part of human ex
perience. Even Jesus knew it. When the crowd 
left Him - wistfully He said, '~ill ye also go 
away?" They paddled in the shallows when He was 
trying to lead them into depths. Disappointed in 
own people - "0 Jerusalem - how often would I have 
g<ithered thee as a hen her chicks but ye would not" 
Disappointment tests us as few things do test us. 
Psalmist cried, "Thou 0 God, hast proved us and 
tried us as silver is tried". Disappointment tries 
us even as silver is tried in the fire. 

T~CHNIQUE OF FAITH Third suggestion: iandle our 
disappointments through a 
technioue of faith - handle 

our disappointments creatively. Thomas Carlyle • 
.J:t'inished first volume of his nFrench Revolut

ion" . Tremendous intellectual t a sk • .J:ntrusted 
manuscript to .John Stuart Mill. One night, l·.Ull, 
pale and trembling burst in upon Carlyle with ter
rible news that careless maid had used manuscript 
for lighting a fire. Only few pages saved. Car
l yle, though inwardly distraught, sought to con
sole suffering Mill. After Mill had gone Carlyle 
broke down into weeping and terrible grief. 

Next morning sets resolutely to re-write the 
volume. Destroyed his notes and research had to be 
done again. t last completed task. In diary he 
wrote, "It is as if the invisible schoolmaster had 



torn my book when I showed it and said, 'No! thou 
must write better'"· .rl.nd Carlyle did. He handled 
his disappointment creatively. 

And that brings us to our text - "All things 
work together for good to them that love God''. In
credible -words of Apostle Paul to small group of 
hard-pressed Christians in Home. "All things" -
troubles, anxieties, frustrations, disappointments 
- all things work together for good. 

This does not mean that we are exempt from 
pain, suffering, disappointment. Paul was not ex
empt. Five times beaten with lash, receiving 39 
lashes at each lashing; once stoned; three times 
shipwrecked; a day and a night in the deep; peril 
of robbers; hunger and thirst; imprisonment. He 
was not exempt from disappointment. 

Paul is say ing that through faith, disappoint 
ment can be used creatively. Intolerable situa
tions can be made tolerable; a person will not be
come cynical or embittered; he will have a deeper 
understanding of life and will add depth to his 
life. Then will come victory. .Vill be able to 
say, "Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, distress, ~ersecution, 
famine, peril or sword? Nay, in all these we 

are more than conquerors. For I am persuaded that 
neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principal
ities, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor any 
other creature can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus, our Lord". 

Through a technique of faith we must change 
our disappointment into His anpointment. Then 
life has coherence; and all things begin to work 
together for good. Life becomes purposive. 



FREMONT STREET METHODIST CHURCH 
Gloversville, New York 
Fred Clarke, Mi nister 

January 24. 1943 

THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 

PRELUDE "Rimembranza" Yon 
CALL TO WORSHIP - By the Minister 
HYMN 14 "Through all the changing scenes of life" 
A PRAYER OF CONFESSION (People seated and uniting) 

Draw our thoughts and our wills to Thee, our Father, 
as we rejoice in Thy loving-kindness and worship Thee 
in spirit and in truth. In all our failures we have 
been conscious of Thy patience; now, in penitence. we 
would avail ourselves of Thy for giveness. Vfuere we 
have wronged our fellows, help us to make amends; and 
where we have betrayed ourselves und Thee, remind us 
that we are still Thy children, and can return to our 
Father's house. Strengthen us this day in every good 
purpose, in the spirit of Christ~ our Lord. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PP~YF.R (People uniting) 

* SOLO 

* 
"Make A Joyful Noise" MacDermid 

RESPONSIVE READING Fourth Sunday - Second Reading 
GLORIA PATRI 
THE APOSTLES' CREED 

* SECOND LESSON 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

OFFERTORY 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

Romans 8 
• • CHORAL RESPONSE 

"Chant Sans Pa roles" 
"O Jesus, Thou ..~:1.rt Standing" 

HYMN 176 "Come, Holy ' Ghost" 

SERMON "THE FACING OF DISAPPOINTMENT" 

Faulkes 
Speaks 

HYMN 73 "Be still , my soul: the Lord is on thy sideH 
BENEDICTION . • DOXOLOGY 
POSTLUDE 111iagnifica t in D Iv:inor" Lema. igre 
* Interval for Ushering 



10:30 A.M. 
11:00 A.M. 
11:55 a.M. 
5:00 P.H. 
5:45 P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 

THE CaLENDAR FOR TO-DAY 

MORNING WORSHIP . 
JUNIOR CHURCH. 
CHURCH SCHOOL. S.W. Fear, General Sup't. 
YOUTH CHOIR. 
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP. The annual play will be 
read and discussed. Catherine Loucks and 
William-Hemenway will be the Worship Leaders. 
IDTION SERVICE will be held in the First 
Baptist Church• A program of sacred music 
will be given by the Union College Chorus. 

A.l tar flowers for to-day are given by the LAurel Band 
Class. Mrs. Charles Richardson, Teacher. 

THROUGH THE WEEK 11.T FREMONT 

MONDAY- 4:00 P .• M. 
7:00 P.M. 
7:30 P.M. 

held at the church. 

Girl Scouts. 
Boy Scouts. 
Board of Education Meeting will be 
all members are asked to be present. 

VVEDUESDAY -7:30 P.M. Mid-week Prayer Service. 

THD'RSDAY- 4:00 P.M. Junior Choir rehear-sa 1 ~ 
7:30 P.:r.l. Senior Choir rehearsal. 
The regular monthly meeting. of the Werner 

Workers will be held at the home of Mrs . W .R. Van Arnam, 
14 North 3t. The assistant hostesses are: l~s . John 
Sherman, &rs. J~gustus Fanch, and Mrs. Carl Wendell. The 
letter is 11 L11

• All members are urged to be present. 

Have you received your "TT?pcr Room11 ¥ot? Copies of this 
devotional booklet are to bo found in the upper hall. 
Send one to your boy in service. 



10:30 o'clock 

Dt. Catotnets !'teaching 

"TllE AMERIC.AN CllRIS'Il.AN'' 

•rJUS IS TllE FIRST issue of "TBE 
SCROLl}'. Our application for a mailing 
permit is pending. If the permit is 
aranted we will be able to 1nake "Tl:lE 
scROLL" a weekly publicatiol1, with the 
exception of July, August, and the ftrst 

sunday in SepteJnber. 
'Posta\ regulations require that only 

those who subscribe n1ay }lave copies 
111ai\ed to t\1enl· We cannot put your 
name on the mailing list unless you sub· 
scribe. It is aU verY simple. If you 
want to get "THE SCROLL" sign the 
subscription paper which is posted on the 
bul\etin board in the vestibule of the 



CHESTER CATHEDRALm En~and is i 
no more. But in an account Which told 
of its destruction, comment was also 
made about the famous prayer Which 
adorned one of the walls, Here it is: 

'''Give me a good digestion, Lord, 
And also somethilJg to digest: 
Give me a healthy body, Lo1·d, 
And sense to keep it at its best; 
Give me a healthy mind, 0 Lord, 
To keep the good and pure m sight, 
'Which, seeing sin, is not appalled 
But finds a way to set it right. 

Give me a mind that is not bored, 
That does not Whimper, pine or sigh, 
Don't let me worry over much 

About that fussy thing called "I''; 
Give me a sense of humor, Lord, 
Give me the grace to see a joke, 
To get some happiness in life 
And pass it on to other folk." --



"'~ :...tUl~.,;, ::T~~--~ 

letter to his successful rival:-
"Will you allow your riv~1 of ye terda:v the con. 

solation of giving you to-day an individual and 
hearty welcome to Cambridge ? I envy you the 
splendid work before you; but it is your work now, 
not mine. 

"For twelve years I ha\'e taught Ecclesiastical 
History, I may say almost alone in Cambridge. I 
have worked faithfully and to the utmost of my 
power hitherto, and I trust not without success: 
and now that my work is taken up by stronger 
hands than mine. I pray the Lord of all History, 
before whom we both are standing, to gh e you 
health and strength and abundant blessing to carry 
on far better than myself the high and arduous 
work entrusted to your charge. 

"For m)·self, I am ready to work under you, and 
to support you loyally in all that falls to me to do. 
So far as I know my own heart, no jealousy of 
yesterday shall ever arise on my side to mar the 
harmony and friendship in which I ask and hope 
to live with the first Professor of Ecclesiastical 
History in Cambridge." 
... .. 0 • ·- ' 
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Daily 12:15 to 12:45 
March 18 to 22, 1940 

in the 
FIRST REFORMED CHURCH 

(Two Steeple) 
North Pearl Street at Orange 

SPEAKER 
Rev. WILLIAM PIERSON MERRILL 

Pastor Emeritus of the Brick Presbyterian 
Church, New York City 

"THE JUDGMENT OF JESUS" 
"lJVe 11111st all stand before the 

judgment seat of Chrifl" 

Mon. - "The Judgment of Honor" 
Tues. - "The Judgment of Sinceri.y" 
Wed. • "l'he Judgment of Inwardness'' 
Thur.- "The Judgment of Love" 
Fri. - "The Judgment of Faith" 

~dditional Service 
Good Friday 11:30 to 12:00 
at Emmanuel Baptist Church 

2 7 S State Street 
Rev. Merrill gives his Good Friday Address 

"The Judgment of Faith" 

THE ALBANY MINISTERS' ASSOCIATION 



tie &Jiveth the Increase 

SPRING is at hand. Everywhere renewed life brings hope 

and expectation. The farmer sows his seed in hope of 

harvest. Governments calculate, survey and make pre

dictions. The eyes of a hungry world are turned upon Amer

ica. What are the prospects for an abundant harvest? Will 

there be enough also for the countries where war has brought 

devastation, hunger and disease? 

Every country will struggle and labor to feed its own 

people. Some nations, including our own, will put forth 

every effort to feed millions of others in many lands. But 

it is not enough to plan and labor. God's blessing is needed 

if these efforts are to be crowned with success. Man's eyes 

should not be turned first on America or on other grain 

producing countries. They should first of all be lifted toward 

God who alone can grant growth and harvest." To Him 

should rise the prayers of the hungry and well fed alike. 

Loving and almighty Father, Giver of all good gifts, look 

in mercy upon all those in every land who are suffering for 

want of the necessities of life, upon the hungry, the sick and 

the suffering. Look with favor upon those in our land who 

till the soil, sow their seed and cultivate their crops. Send 

rain and sunshine as needed. Give abundant increase, that a 

plentiful harvest may be shared with all who suffer want. 

Give to us all tender hearts that we may respond to the 

cries of the needy and hungry wherever they may be found. 

Curb our selfishness that we may always be ready to share 

our blessings. 

A.P.H . No. 842 Litho in U.S.A. 

I I I Labor in Hope I I I 

I I I I 



FREMONT STREET METHODIST CHURCH 
Gloversville, New York 
Fred Clarke, Minister 

Janet Price Davis 
Minister of Music 

Grace L. Gifford 
Church Secretary 

Lewis Cunning, Sexton 

ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 

ORGAN PRELUDE - "We Are Li vingtt Penick 
"Saviour When in Dust to Thee" Penick 

CALL TO V'fORSHIP - By the Minister 
HYMN 72 - " 1This is my Father's world11 Terra Beata 
S 1J""RS UM CORDA : 

Minister: 
' People: 

Min1.ster: 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Lift up your he~rts. 

People: 
Minister: 

Peopl e : 

We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 
It is meet and ri~ht so to do. 

DOXOLOGY - To be sung by all 

* 
RESPONSIVE B.Ei,DING - 16th Sunday Page 581 
GLORE PATRI :: APOSTLES' CREED 
SCRIPTURE LESSON - Romans 8:14-18, 28, 35·3S 
A.l'JTHEM - , Jubilate Deo" 
PASTORtt.L PRAYER :: LORD'S PRAYER 
ORGAN OFFERTORY - "Lord Jesus Walking. on the 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM - "Eternal God" 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
HY1v1N 24 -"Jesus, where•er Thy people meet 11 

SERMON - 11 lfi!.NDLING OUR DISAPPOINTMENTS 11 

HYMN 73 - 11 Be still, my soul 11 

BElJEDICTION :: CHOR!.L BENEDICTION 
ORGA..N POSTLUDE - 11 Ave Maris Stellae11 

Purvis 
berger 

Sea 11 Wain
Whitney 

Mo.lvern 

Finlandia 
Lutkin 
Dupre 

10:30 

10:30 
11:00 
11:45 
5:30 

7:30 

7:30 

APRIL 18, 1946 • Cb.LENDAR FOR TODJ,Y 

Morning .Vorship and sermon - 11Handling Our Dis
appointments". Today is American Guild of Org• 
ganists S unda.y; thus the music for today is the 
work of present day A. G. o. members. 
Junior Church for the nursery group. 
Junior Church with Miss Jane Van Arna.m. 
Church School; Mr. s. w. Fear, superintendent. 
Sacandaga Sub-District Methodist Youth Fellowship 
meets a. t First ~tethodist Church. Bring a 1 unch L 
Couples• Club meets a.t the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Mullin. Speaker., Mr. Milton Loucks. 
Union Evening Service at Fremont. Dr. Paul Hydon 
will preach his farewell sermon to Gloversville. 

Alta r flowers toda y a r o given by Mr . and Mrs. Nelson 
Pierce in memory of their parents; and by Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Seiler in memory of thej.r son . 

UON. 11:00 
6:30 
7:30 
8:00 

WED. ~ 
7:30 

THURS. 7:30 
8:00 

FRI. 1170'0 
l:oo 
'3730 
'5:m) -

S.b.T . 9:30 

THROUGH THE Vv"EEK .;:i.T FREMONT 

Weekday School; grade 10. 
Cordial Class covered dish with Roy Ogden. 
Boy Scouts meet at the church. 
E.F.W. Class meets with ~~rs. Melvin Shaffer " 
Weekday School; grades 4 1 5 and 6. 
Mid -Week Servic€ vri th Mr • Clarke l oading. 
Fremont Choir r ehearsal. 
Werner Workers meet at the church. 
Weckd~y Scbool; grade 9. 
Weekday School; grades 7 and 8. 
Chapel Choir r ehearsa l. 
Junior Department covered dish supper at 
the church. Movies and gamesL 
Carol Choir rehearsal. 

THE SPECIJ.L OFFERING for the ha llways now amounts to the 
sum of ~~ 1216.. We expr ess appreciation to the Epworth 
Workers :for ~50. and to the Muddl e Class for p5 .. The 
Bourd of Trustees r eports that the sum of ~ 1000. is n ed
ed . to pay -n l.l bills on this particul&r proj ect. 


