
"And He closed the Book •••• and sat down. 
And the eyes of all were fastened on Him". 

Luke 4:20 

"HE CLOSED mE BOOK" 

Mary the mother of Jesus was happy and 
no wonder. Jesus her firstborn is on way 
home. Has been absent several weeks~ Has 
been creating something of a sensation as 
a preacher. There bas also been rumors of 
a strange power of healing. Now on His way 
home - she is proud of this her firstborn. 

· And also somewhat apprehensive; 
Hut Jesus is coming home. ADd there 

is so much to do. A little special baking 
to be done - and all that mothers feel nec
essary in such a situation. Already there 
is some talk in the village about inviting 
the Carpenter to take the service in the _ 
synagogue. Mary's heart swells with pride. 

The account leaves out so much. Have · 
to use imagination. Did Mary go down to 
synagogue to make sure place was clean and 
all things in order'/ Did she go to that 
old chest where family treasures ~re kept 
and take out a beautiful box of incense -
given .. to her fK:>n at the time of His b i rth 
by a strange wise man who had travell d far 
Did she use - that incense to make the syna
gogue ready for wrship that day? 

That Day In 
Nazareth 

Yes, .Jesus was coming home. 
lie loved Nazareth, as one 
usually loves scenes of one's 

childhood. And on the Sabbath, as His cus
tom was, fie went to worship. He was asked 
to read the Scripture for the day. Then, 
"He closed the Book ••• and sat down". 

Let me read the account. He closed the 
Book. ·rhere was symbolism in the act ion. 
Saw a young preacher last Summer do this. 



-2-

Something of egotism - "Now lis ten to me!" 
But there is no egotism be .re in Nazareth -

• 
though there is authority in the action. As 
He closes the Book one dispensation is over 
and another opened. 

Caused qu ite a commotion that day. The 
congregation was annoyed. Some were furious 
Their parochial ·minds refused to grasp the 
implications of the message that morning -
the incense seemed to be wasted. But Jesus 
responded to their murmuring by saying that 
"No prophet is accepted in own country". In 
response to this they sought to throw him 
over a cliff. And all bee a use He closed a 
Book. What does it all mean? 

Jesus Places a Key ·to situation lies in 
Period fact that Jesus closed the 

Book that day upon a comma. e He dared substitute a period for a comma. 
That He did wnen He closed the Book. Refused 
to g, beyond the comma. Th~r• were things 
Jesus refused to say. 

nefused to say what Isaiah had said. 
Was entrancing reading for a. people in cruel 
bondage to Rome. Listen to Isaiah! Refused 
to read about "the Day of Vengeance". Also 
refused to read the fifth verse - nations in 
bondage to Israel. Was a daring thing to do. 
Revolutionary. ~o wonder the "eyes of all 
were fastened on Him"; no wonder at their 
anger. Jesus refused to say what could not 
be said eternally. 

Jesus held no theo ry as to the infalli
bility of scripture. He dared to place this 

A period; He dared to close the Book. He V«>Ul 
~ not say wnat could not be said eternally. 

And remember, behind_ the closing of the Book 
that morning was years of study. Loved the 
scriptures; soaked in them; nourished His 
spirit w1 th th - and challenged them. 



-3-

He closed the .Book on t 1E idea of vod 
A of vengeance. Said "Good bye to all that" • 
._, The Day of the Vengeance o~ the Lord was not 

in the program of Jesus. He repudiated the 
idea of a God who "sent one · ~o heaven and ten 
to hell". He put a period there. .lie . speaks 
of God as the Father of all men - God who had 
sent Him to bring healing to broken hearts, 
liberty to imprisoned spirits, to give light 
to blind eyes, and comfort to the sorrowing • 

.lie closed the Book on the idea of a 
nationalistic God - a tribal deity. tlad Jesus 
said ~at Isaiah said He would have popular
ity. There was a deep implacable hatred for 
Rome. They spat at her soldiers from every 
city alley. 'l'hey despised the whole Gentile 
world. Loved to think of the Coming Day when 
all these should be their plowmen and dress 

a their vines. ·Hut Jesus v.ould not say it .• He 
.., placed a period there. Would have nothing to 

do with such blind nationalism. 
'l'hey did not like it - nor do we. ..t:Sut 

to Him all men were children of God. The lame 
and the blind, the rich and the poor. Ghild
ren playing in t be marketplace and men at 
prayer in the temple. Saints and sinners. A 
housewife sweeping for a lost coin and a p rod 
igal boy in a far country - all humanity came 
w1 thin the focus of His concern. Even that 
mass of living, rotting flesh crying from the 
roadside "Jesus have mercy upon me!", did not 
scape His attention. 

'!'hat day in Nazareth, Jesus cl os ed Book 
on the idea of a preferentia1 God and opened 
it on the concept of a God who cares for all e en. 

Placing the Period Today There should be 
guidance here for 
us today. Emerging 



principle: hatever . cannot be harmonized 
with the sp 1r1t of Jesus needs to have · the 
period placed after it and the Book closed 

~ upon it. Takes courage to do this; but Jes-
• us must be our guide. Must take our stand -

where scripture does not meet the test of 
our Lord's ideals and teachings, then it 
must be challenged. 

We Protestants tend to give to Bible 
the place that belongs to Christ. Our final 
authority is Christ. He is the supreme tri
bunal of appeal • The Word of God is not t be 
Scripture itself; He is the Word. Christ is 
the judge of Scripture. And our primary 
allegiance is to Christ - to His Spirit and 
there is our authority. The Scripture does 
not interpret Christ so much as He inter
prets Scripture. The Bible is not source' of 
our faith; it is the proof of it. The New 
Testament is a mirror which reflects the e Face of Jesus Christ; but the reflection is 
not the reality. The Reali~ is the Living 
Christ - He has priority; He comes first. 

Jesus closed the Book. Let me close 
by suggesting that any creed or dogma that 
cannot be harmonized with the spirit of the 
Christ needs to be challenged. The concept 
of a vindictive God; the idea of a God who 
will damn children because the,y have not 
been baptised; the idea of a God who will 
damn eternally those who have not heard the 
Name of Christ; the idea of a God who will 
damn eternally at all. My theology changed 
in one night! 

But what of the Gospel? The Gospel is 
that God loves us, sinners though we be. s 

~ a father loves his children - and nothing 
• can defeat that love. We believe in that 

kind of God because we bave seen Jesus - we 
have seen Jesus. with children; last, least 
and lost of society; bave seED Him on Cross. 
Have heard Him- "He ~hat hath seen Me •••• " 
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COMPLEX and many are the problems that confront and 

vex Christian youth of today. Understanding parents 

will spend much time with their daughters and sons. At home, 

in high school or college, youth is much on his own. His need 

is for something trustworthy to hold to . As such, the counsel 

offered by the author of Psalm 119 has hardly been sur

passed. 

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by 

taking heed thereto according to Thy Word. 

With my whole heart have I sought Thee: 0 let me not 

wander from Thy commandments. 

Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not 

sin against Thee. 

Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord: teach me Thy statutes. 

With my lips have I declared all the judgments of Thy 

mouth. 

I have rejoiced in the way of Thy testimonies, as much 

as in all riches. 

I will meditate in Thy precepts, and have respect unto 

Thy ways. 

I will delight myself in Thy statutes: I will not forget 

Thy Word. 

t:l A.P. H. l 1tholnU.S. -.. 

A Se1f'ious 1P1f'oblem 
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Ministor of Music 
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Church Secretary 
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O::lGA1T PH.E LUDE - 11 Pastoro.l Psalm" 
INTHOIT - "Grant me true courac;e, Lord , 

s eth r. ingha.m 

To front each new endeavor." 
INVOCATION - -::y tho minister 
HYN!N 31 - "When mornine; e: ilds the skies 11 

RBSPONSALS: 
Minister: Create in me. a. clean heart, 0 God ; 

People: And r enew a rie;ht spirit within me. 

r.ach 

Minister: Restore unto me the joy of thy sa lvation; 
People: And uphold ~e with thy fr ee spirit. 

Mi nister: 0 Lord , open thou my lips; 
People: And my mouth shall show forth thy prais e . 

DOXOLOGY - To be sung by all 

* RESPONSIVE READING - 36th Sunday, Second Rea.dine 
GLORIA PATRI 
APOSTLES ' CRF.ED 

* SCRIPTURE LESSON - Isaiah 61 
ANTHEM - "Praise, my soul, the King of Hea. ven" 

The Fremont Choir 
PASTORAL PRAYER :: LORD'S PRAYER 
ORGAN OFFERTORY - '' ::: erceuse" 
PRESENTl~TION OF TITHES ANV OFFERINGS 
HYMN 172 -"Come, Holy Spirit heavenly Dove" 

SERMON - "HE CLOSED THE ::::;OOK" 

HTIJN 33f: - "O Word of God Incarna. te" 
2ENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE - "Fantasi a in G Mino!'" 
* Interval for UsherinG 

Andr ews 

Vi erne 

r ach 

We welcor.te a ll visitors to the servic e this morning . 

10:30 .Ioiuecor.tinc Sunday. Morninc Wor ship and ser mon -
"He Closed the :•bok". 

11: 55 Church School with classes for all department's. 
To ~ay the minister "takes ovGr 11 as tho t eacher 
of the co~bined Venner and Cordial class es; all 
men ar e invited to this class. 

7:30 Union cvenine; service o.t the Emmanue l ::aptist 
Church with the Rev. Harold P. Kaulfuss preach
in~ . Your support is ~elicited . 

Altar flowers today are civen in memory of 
the mothers of Mr. and Mrs • Eli Smith. 

THROUGH THE WJ:'EK AT FREMONT 

MONDAY 6 :OOS e.ptember meetinc of Gloversville Council 
~hurches at the Ll eecker Street Church. 

TUESDAY C:30 Cover ed Dish supper and Fe llowship Ni eht 
unde r auspices of the w.s.c.s •• All ladi e s of 
the church and their f amilies a r e invited . The 
speaker will be Mrs. Harry w. Langworthy. 
7;30 Frew~nt Choir r ehearsal. 

WEDNESDAY '"77315 Mi d-week Service . Note chan::;e i n ti:r.1e . 
0 :30 September meetinc of the officia l boa r d , 

THURSDAY ~ Sixtieth 4nnual Institute of W.C.T.U. a t 
~First Methodist .Church, 
6:30 Venner Class picnic supper and meetinc at 
~orne of Willis Williams, 14 East Pine St •• 
6:30 Epworth Workers will have a covered dish 
~er and me eting nt the church. 
G :00 Eerea.n Class will meet with Mrs. Wilson 
'S'te'ele . Miss Alice Davis assistant hostess, 

FRIDAY 11:00 Weekday School for gra de 9. 
l :00 Weekday School for era. des 7 and C • 

SJ~TURDJ~Y 6:00 Cordial Class chicken dinner and meeting 
a:r-:t'he Occlen Camp, Caroga. La.ke . A program of 
sportswill be conducted in the afternoon . 
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CHURCH SCHOOL STARTS TODAY AT 11: 55 . 


