
"God made two great lights; the greater 
light to rule the day and the lesser light 
to rule the night; He made the stars also" 

· Genesis 1:16 

THE STARS ALSO" 

"Creation" by James eldon Johnson. 
What the Negro poet. expresses with poetic 
beauty and insight, the Hebrew poet also 
expresses - though more concisely in the 
Book of Genesis, the Book of Beginnings. 

Would seem as though these five words 
had been inserted into narrative - sudden 
parenthesis. Perhaps an ancient scribe 
had been reading the creation story. Per
haps he had been reading particularly the 
Hymn to the Sun and Moon. Suddenly sees 
a great omission . has been made. Nothing 
in praise of the stars - no mention at all. 

Then he remembered how once lost upon 
a trackless desert, he bad been guided to 
home and safety by the stars. Perhaps he 
recorded his protest by inserting the words 
"He made the stars also". Then later, per
haps his protest became a part of the beaut
iful and ancient record. Perhaps this is 
all imaginative - be that as it may, h~re 
is a phrase full of meaning for us today. 

The Excesses of God So easy to overlook 
the stars. Sun and 
moon in all their . 

majesty and splendor blot out the stars. 
ret, "He made the stars also". 

There is a kind of over-plus in God's 
creatinn. Uod is a God of Excesses. His 
creation filled with superfluousness; for 
He flings a rainbow over the rain; places 
beauty above the moon; birds are not with
out music; there is an extravagant kindness 
at the heart of God. "He made stars also". 



I come in little things, 
Saith the Lord: 
Not borne on morning wings tt 
Of majesty, but I have set My Feet 
Amidst the delicate and bladed wheat 
That springs triumphant in the furrowed sod. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
I come in little things, 
Saith the Lord: 
Yea! on the glancing wings 
Of eager birds, the softly pattering feet 
6f furred and gentle beasts, I come to meet 
Your hard and wayward heart. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Evelyn Underhill "Immanence" 
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God is revealed in the apparently un
important. "I come in little things, saith 
the Lord " . Galilee said, "I have noticed 
that the sun which holds the whirling stars 
and planets and worlds in place in the uni
verse, also has time to ripen a bunch of 
grapes on the vines of Italy". Profound! 
Statement akin to that made by ~ hitehead, 
the great philosopher; "The essence of God 
is a tender regard that .nothing be lost " . 

"He made the stars alsott - He made the 
sparrow also - the humble, lowly, chirping 
sparrow - waif of air and street, whom no 
man regardeth. Remember Jesus said that 
not one of them fell to the ground without 
the Father knowing. s urely there is an ex
travagant kindness at the heart of God! An 
over-plus in creation. 

~p eaking of sparrows, what about ducks? 
Frederick W. Harvey's lines written in Ger
man prison camp. A long and lyrical tribute 
to the funniest of God's creations. Listen! 

'l'he People Also uver against the aristoc
racy of the sun and moon, 
riding in all their splen

dor through the skies, is. what I term, the 
democracy of the stars. would it be violat
ing text to suggest that God made the people 
also? ~ot suggesting we blame God for mess 
world is in by saying He made the people. To 
the pompous boast "Sir, I ~uld have you un
derstand I am a self-made man", Dr. Samuel 
Johnson replied, "In that case, sir, you re
lieve the Lord of a great responsibility". 

But the truth is there - God made the 
people also. The people are important. e 
recall Lincoln's statement and though it 
sounds hackneyed we know it to be true, "God 
must think a lot of the common people be
cause He made so many of them". 
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"He made the stars also". Here is the 

essence of democracy. The bold doctrine 
that the stars are as important as the· sun 
and moon - the people as important as kings 
and princes. Tendency has been to write 
history in terms of kings, queens, princes 
and potentates. Now beginning to write the 
story of the race in terms of the common 
people - their aims, struggles, aspirations . 

tlere is essence of democracy . Here is 
the reason why we fought the last war - in 
behalf of the common man. Have not realised 
the goals for which we fought. Reading Dr. 
Temple's words spoken during the war. Sets 
forth the immediate goals. (Too bad this 
social-minded great churchman and archbishop 
died when he was sa much needed). Goals are 
far out of sight. But at least we know the 
goals are good and worthy. To help--p8rsons 

And of course that is what Jesus iived 
and died for - the common man, the ordinary 
person. Listen to Him; "How much better is 
a man than a sheep?" Jesus had a love and a 
passion for the ordinary individual. Jesus 
believed every person was of infinite worth 
in sight of God. Taught the His Father look 
ed upon humanity not as a kind of blurred 
mass, but as individuals, as persons. "He 
made the stars also". 

Tears and Stars "The stars also". Found 
stars so fascinating. We 
call to mind the lines we 

learned in nursery; "Twnkle, twinkle, little 
star; How I wonder what you are; Up above 
the world ,so high, like a diamond in sky." 

Look up some starlit night. Some stars 
so far away that the light from them travel
ing at 186,000 miles per second has taken 

fifty million years to reach us. What 
r ~~~ II ,-; dyt...a-//c-4 - /u~~t./ ~'"'"'-1) .;-~ «e.J ;~a..~ .n!: ....- ...., -



a universe. What immensity. How insignif
icant man seems against such immensity. So 
one despairing astronomer says, "If God 
were to send an angel to look for this plan 
et ·amid all the glittering hosts of his 
stars, it would be like sending a child out 
on some vast desert to look for one partic
ular grain of sand." 

But over against these words of natur
al despair, won ' t you allow me to place the 
words of the psalmist - "He healeth the 
broken in heart and bindeth up their wounds; 
He telleth the number of the stars and call 
eth them all by name". Beautiful and bles
sed contrastt From stars on high to wound 
hearts. A God Almighty and Infinite in ten 
derness. A God whose infinite compassion 
bridges stars and tears. A God wbo not 
only marshalls the heavenly host but also 
ministers to. the broken in heart. 

'l'he psalmist has the audacity to be
lieve that God is at work in the shining 
firmament and also a t work in the stricken 
heart. He daringly pictures -God trimming 
the lamps of heaven and wiping tears from 
every eye. He brings tears and stars to 
gether in a fine synthesis of faith. That 
is the kind of God He is - "He made the 
stars also ••• He calleth them all by name •• 
He healeth the broken in heart •• He bindeth 
up their wounds". That's the kind of God 
He is - God of power, God of love. A God 
who in "Green Pastures " can say, "Gabriel, 
go light that star, and then fix that spar
row's wingt" 
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IAN CENTURY 

manner in which this episode is now dismissed by this 
sponsor as simply a "clerical error" to be formally "re
gretted," seems to us almost as inexcusable as the original 
carelessness-to give it no stronger a name. Here is an in
stance in which a number of Christian ministers have been 
presented to the public in the most conspicuous manner 
possible-a full-page advertisement in a metropolitan 
newspaper-as having turned their backs on their whole 
past records and convictions. Such a blunder, if it was a 
blunder, could do immense damage to the future useful
ness of these men. Certainly the least the sponsor could 
have done by way of reparation was to publish an equally 
conspicuous retraction. Even that would have hardly 
made matters right. But no such reparation was tendered. 

Are Soldiers to Rule 
Postwar Amerjca? 
NOW THAT the tumult and the shouting is dying, 

the experts on propaganda analysis will probably de
cide that the outcome of this year's elections was deter
mined in I g I 8. That at least appeared to be the hope of 
1Y'I'lnH nf thP r<;lnr~;rl":lt~co ""'h..-...,...........,~.....,.,. ...... ,..,._,.. ..... _.. ....to,..l , ........ ,....,..o. +:...- .... 



THE CHRISTI 

rather than as a means to profit. To achieve the changes 
in the social order which this would require, Dr. Temple 
puts forward as immediate goals: 

r. Every child should find itself a member of a family housed 
with decency and dignity, so that it may grow up in a happy 
fellowship unspoiled by underfeeding or overcrowding, by dirty 
and drab surroundings or by mechanical monotony in environ
ment. 

2. Every child should have the opportunity of an education 
till years of maturity. This education should be inspired by faith 
in God and find its focus in worship. 

3· Every citizen should be secure in possession of such in
come as will enable him to maintain a home and bring up 
children in such conditions as are described in paragraph 1 

above. 
't· Every citizen should have a voice in the conduct of the 

business or industry which is carried on by means of his labor, 
:md the satisfaction of knowing that his labor is directed to 
the well-being of the community. 

5· After the war, every citizen should have sufficient daily 
leisure, with two days of rest in seven, and an annual holiday 
with pay, to enable him to enjoy a full personal life. 

6. Every citizen should have assured liberty in the forms of 
freedom of ·worship, of speech, of assembly and of association 
for special purposes. 
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Hardly Worth Counting 

T .IE stor~· is now old, and 1hougJ1 oftc·n 
1old c:mnot be told too oiten, for 

there are always !lJO!'e who n~ed lhe 
cnromagemcrit it has in it to r,in'. It is 
of ,Ol•W ehurch deacon.• who went to their 
mini~t.cr. ::~nd said. '· 'Ne love vou. but 
don't yc>u think you had bette1: resit;n'! 
Thnre nnsn't been a com·crt this year." 
"Ye.<," he replied, ·'it has been a dull 
ye::r-·s: dly clu I Lo me. Yet I mind thai 
on<' di~ come, v:rc Bobby ).fofl'at. But 
he i> oo wee a b:Jirn that I ~upposc iL 
is not right to ccmnt him."' 

A few . .-cars later Bobby went to the 
mini.,(C;r, and ~<ncl. "Pastor, do you th ·nk 
that I ccu1d C\ cr lr:-trn to preach'! I feel 
wi1>1in h~1·,, something that tells me I 
ought to. If I could juot lead ~cu1" to 
Chr!;;t. t:1:1t wo11ld be h::~ppinc·~s to me."' 
The mini<tc-r answered. •· Well. Bobby. 
you might. Who knows'? At least you 
can try." 

He did try, and year~ later, when 
Roocrt i\loll'at come back from his 
amazing work in AJrica, il was to be 
honomcd \I· i!h .<uch a welcome from his 
monarch and the Hou~es of Parliament as 
few homc--ccmin:z Britons have recc.'l·ed. 
'l'he humble old preacher who had but 
on~ l'onvcrt. and ll'as ~o discouraged, is 
dead and for:;oiten, and yet that was !he 
gre~ttrst yea1··s work he e,·c-r did-and 
few h~\·e equalle-d it. 

:1: 
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ALL A:~ APPLICATION OF TIE :,rRUTH iBNSHRINSD IN WORDS 
11 H:f I~tAD1-THE STARS AL30 11

• W~ NEED THF.: PROTEST FOR 
V(8; B,LCOMS DEVOTEES OF 11BIGNESS 11 ALL TOO EASILY. WS 
JUDG"B. A CITY BY ITS SIZE IN POPULATION; d'G BOAST 
0 F THE UNIVSRSITY WITH THE LARGEST RJ;GISTRATION; 
~·~·~ I'10r..TD~F AT THE MAN "iiTH 'I'H3; BIGGEST INCOME. WE 
ARB; AVlED BY TV~2RE SIZE • 

n5UPRf.;:Jvr;~ MARK OF' CULTURED MAN IS HIS STEADY 
R'.!:F'USAL TO Bt, AWED BY MERCI: SIZE". IT SEI£1.18 TO BB: A 
NATIONAL OHARACT"~RISTIC TO BOAST OF THE BIGNESS OF 
THIS AND THAT. PSRHf-;~.PS IT 1 S 11. SIGN OF INSECURITY 
AND INF':i:RIORITY - SMaLL BOY BOASTS OF TH~ SIZ8: OF 
HIS FATH~R AND SIZE OF' HIS HOMS STC. "IvJY GOD EV~N 
TH~~ ROBINS AR~1: BIGGER 11

• ttH~ Mi1.D3 THE STARS ALSO fl. 
C. l-..1/.A.·eA~ - -F'Hfh l )•• J.,__}QJr• 1/- · 



Ji 7hanl~ful Heart Is a C9heerful Heart 

W HO counts his blessings once, forgets there is 

aught else. Who counts them twice, asks God's 

forgiveness for so rarely returning wholehearted thanks. 

In a troubled world where unnumbered millions still are 

suffering the consequences of war---hunger, disease, desola

tion and want, fear and apprehension-our country proviqes 

peace and plenty. While devastation and drought have 

brought many sections of the world to the brink of starva

tion, another year of abundant crops has been bestowed on 

-America. In many lands, repression and even persecution 

have curtailed the free exercise of religion and hampered its 

progress. But in this land of freedom, a prime concern is the 

failure of half the population to exercise their right to wor

ship the living God. 

But perhaps those things which affect life most and for 

which we are most thankful are the many little things of life 

which bring satisfaction and joy to every normal human 

being-home, family, kind friends , good neighbors, health, 

a sound mind in a sound body. 

He who acknowledges that these and all other blessings 

enjoyed are bestowed upon _us by a generous and gracious 

heavenly Father, not because of any merit in us, but purely 

out of His fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, will con

stantly rediscover that a thankful heart is also a cheerful and 

happy heart. 

A.P.H . No. 71 14. Li tho in U.S.A. 



FREMONT STREET :METHODIST CHURCH 
Gloversville, New York 

Fred Cla rke, Ministe r 
Ministe r of Music 
Janet Price Davis 

Church S ecretary 
Grac e L. Gifford 

Minister's Assistant 
Alicejoy France 

ORDER OF MORN ING WORSHIP 

ORGAN PRE LliDE - "Now Thank vYe All Our God" Kar g -Elert 
CALL TO i'lORSHIP - By the mini s t e r 
HYMN 7 - "Now thank we all our Goda Nun Danket 
SURSUM CORDA : 

Ministe r: Lift up your h earts. 
-pe0p1c: We lift them up un to t he Lord. 
Mi n ister: 0 Lord, open thou our eye s; 
~o]?re: Tha t we may behold wondrous th ings. 
Ministe r: 0 Lord, op en thou our lips; 

Peopl e : And our mouth shall show forth t hy praise. 
DOX01JTGV-= To be sung by all 
... 
EESPONSIVE READIN G - Specia l Reading - Page 641 
GLORIA PATRI :: APOS TLES ' CREED 
SCRIPTtmE LESSON - Psa lm 116 
A..1\.f TI-1EM - "We Ga ther Togethe r " Netherla nds Folk Song 

The United Choirs 
PASTORAL PRAYER : : LORD 1 S PRAYER 
ORGAN OFFERTORY - "Air from Wa t er Music" 
OFFERTORY SOLO - ''Tha nks Be to The e" 

Gray Taylor 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
HYMN 541 - "0 Lord of heaven and earth and sea 11 

SERMON - "HE WJ;.DE THE STARS ALSO" 

HYMN. 489 - " My country 'tis of the o" 
BENEDlCTION - By th e minister 
CHORAL BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE - "Fuge in D Minor" 

Hande l 
Hande l 

Old-
bridge 

America. 

Lutkin 
Bach 

El'TTER IN S ILEHCE - WA IT IN REVERENCE • UN I'I'E IN WORSHIP 

10: 30 

10:30 
ll:OO 
11:45 
6:00 

7:30 

NOVEMBER 23, 1947 - CALENDAR FOR TG .t.t~'f 

Horning Worsn ip and s e r mon - 11He Made the Stars 
Also". Unite d choir s ; Gray Taylor, soloist. 
Church-time Cherub Hour for small children. 
Junior Church Hour with Miss France. 
Church School with classes for all age groups. 
Youth Fe llowship. "Topics of Concern''. Worship 
l eader will be Marie Gunderson. 
Union Evening Service at First Baptist Church. 
Sacred Conc er t by the Gre en Mountain Junior Col
lege Choir - sixty five voices -all girls. An 
out s tanding opportunity for our community. 

Alta r flowers today a r e given in memory of Ruth Dovey by 
Hr. and Mrs. William E . Dovey and Mrs. Robert Miller; in 
memory of Mrs. Nina -~rill e by h er da ughter, Mrs. Edna 
Wright. 

MON . 11:00 
7:30 
8:T5 

TUES. 6:30 

THROUGH THE WEEK AT FREMONT 

Weekda y school; gr a de 10. 
Boy Scouts will moet at the church • 
A:tvJERI CAN MALE CHORUS CONCERT at Fremont. 
Cordia l Cla ss cover e d dish a t the church. 

THANY.SGIVING DAY - 10:00 O'CLOCK 
The Annual Tha.nks g i ving Servic e under the a uspic.e s of th r? 
Gloversville Council of Churches will be h e ld in the 
sa nctuary of the First Ba ptist Church. The Re v. Ma rtyn 
D. Kee l e r will be the preacher a nd the Rev. Pa ul Hydon 
will p r e side . An offering for the sta rving pe ople of 
Europe will b e r e c e ived. Everyone is invited. Bec~>-·'3 e 

of this Thanksgiving Servic e our own mid-we ek s ervi·· 
will not be held. 

CHOIR REHEhRSALS: Fr emont Choir will r eh earse Sunday 
a ft e rnoon at 3:00 and Tue sda y evening at 7s30. Ther e 
o. r c no other choir r E:~hen r sa ls this week . 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR: Dec ember 5th; a uspic e s W.s.c.s . 
CIIRIS TihN ADVOCl TE: Subscriptio~ s a r e now due . 

VIS ITORS COFDLtl.LlY WE LCOMED 


