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"HEAD IN THE CLOUDS" 

INTRODUCTION Once upon a time in order to celebrate the birth of his son 
and heir, a certain king instructed his rqyal gardener to 

develop the most magnificent flower ever grown. This flower would one day be 
presented to the woman the king's son would chose as his bride. 

The royal gardener set about the task immediately. He decided that he would 
focus all of his attention on the most regal of all fl.wers - the rose. His 
would be a rose of exquisite beauty, beyond description. In the years that fol
lewed, as the son and heir was growing up, the gardener experimented, blending 
his roses to create all manner of beautiful and interesting blooms. The prince 
did not marry for a long time and so this royal gardener continued with his 
work ••• growing older and somewhat feeble in the process. But one day, at long 
last, the good news went across the Kingdom. The prince, now the king ;fo:(" his 
father had died, had chosen a bride and the date for the royal wedding was set. 
The gardener, now up there in years, produced the most beautiful rose ever 
grown. Hi1 lifetime of experimentation had paid orr. He named the rose the 
Rainbow Rose. 

On the day of this royal wedding, the newl.¥ weds entered the royal garden 
arrl they slowly made their way to the regal bloom this old gardener had so care
ful~ cultivated across so m~ years. The new queen reached dawn and tenderlf 
picked a blossom and then she turned and faced the old gardener, but alas - the 
rose she held to her face was not his magnificent Rainbow Rose at all, but just 
a sommoD, ordinary red rose l The old gardener was shocked, embarrassed, angry 
and deepl.¥ humiliated. But wait a moment. Suddenly he realized why the queen 
has passed over his magnificent rose. She had discovered the rose's only flaw. 
It had no scent. The quean's sight was very poor; she was a~ost blind and to 
her a rose without a scent was no rose at all. 

DEVELOPMENT tfow bear with me for a moment while I draw a parallel to the 
world of faith. To some Christians, faith that does not 

include an element of ~stical experience is no faith at all. Yes, it's like 
the rose that has no scent. 

Have you ever noticed that many people today seem to be hungry for some 
expe~ience of the supernatural? The dramatic upswing of interest in the 
existence of angels and of near-death experiences and such are suggestive of a 
longing on the part of many to go beyond the merely rational. 

You see something of this reflected in the New Age movement. Sometime ago 
there was a news report that caught ~ eye. It seems that a company called 
"Chi Pants" out in Santa Cruz, California, in keeping with the New Age belief 
in ouartz crystals, is now marketing a line of pants. Each pair of pants has. a 
tiny cr~stal sewn into the back seam which will rest at the base of the spine 
when the pants are worn. "You won't feel the crystal. You'll just feel the 
energy" is what the company' tells you. Well, I bought a pair and 1t 's true! 

And then there was a other news story. Marybeth Strobel, an artist from 
Jersey City, and also a "New Ager", explained why she wears a large chunk of 
quartz on a strap around her neck. She says, "It puts a circle of power around 
you that keeps you feeling protected". There it is1 Well, different strokes 
for different folks as they say. (I really didn't bny a pa;t.r of Chi pants.) 
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You and I may scoff at such things ••• but let's face it, such beliefs do 
have a great appeal for many- people. As you may or may not know, the rapid 
growth of many independent Christian churches today is coming at the expense 
of what we call the "main-line" churches. The reason that is sometimes given 
is that the mainline churches tend to be too cerebral and not celebrative •••• 
too much emphasis on the head and not enough ~n the heart. For same Christians 
a faith thAt does not include an element of what we might call the m7stical 
experience is no faith at all. It's like the Rainbow rose ••• a rose without scent. 

THE MYSTICAL IS VERY MUCH A PART OF OUR FAITH There is something that we 
need to acknowledge and face 

up to and that is that ~stical experience is very much a part of our faith and 
our spiritual heritage. 

For instance, in one of today's scripture readings, we catch a glimpse of 
moses •••• six days on a mountain and on the seventh day he hears God speak. And 
then, Jesus and three of His disciples go up on a mountain and the disciples 
awaken to see Jesus arraigned in a dazzl~~~ white garment and they hear a voice 
from heaven •••• saying: 

"This is My" beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased1" 

And later, in his Epistle, Peter writes with deep feeling about that event, 
that experience: 

"For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we 
made known to you the power and coming of our U,rd, 
Jesus Christ ••• but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 
For when He received honor and glory from God, the 
Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by 
the Majestic Glory, 'This is M7 beloved .. Son with whom 
I am well-pleased' and we ourselves heard this utterance 
made from heaven" • 

(II Peter 1: 16 - 18) 

Something very strange haupened on that Mount of Transfiguration, something 
outside of ordinary experience. It had an amazing impact on Peter and James and 
John and recalling this experience years later gave them unusual power, unusual 
confidence and authority to proclaim this newly-born Christian faith. And such 
experiences are not isolated. Many' of the greatest Christians who have ever 
lived have reported exper~nces that are outside the realm of no~l· rational 
experience •••• from the days of Peter, James and John right down to the present. 

It has been said that a friend wandered into Handel's room just as he was 
completing the last notes of the Hallelujah Chorus. He round his friend and 
composer with tears streaming down his cheeks. The magnificent work lay 
complete on the desk in front of him. Handel exclaimed to his friend, "I do 
think that I saw all heaven before me •••• and the great God, Hi:msel.f'l" What do 
you make of such an experience. Was Handel speaking metaphorical.J..r, or did he 
really see heaven and touch the robe of God, Hi:tnself? 

AN ILLUSTRATION Frederick Buechner - a much respected pastor and writer -
tells or a most unusual experience he had. A friend or 

his •••• an Englishman ••• had died very sudden~. 
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A short time later Buechner and his wife were staying with the man's 
widow overnight. During the night Buechner had a short but very vivid dream 
about his friend. He dreamt that his friend was standing there in the dark 
guest room looking very much himself in the navy blue jersey and white slacks 
that he so often ware. In his dream, Buechner told his friend how much he 
mtssed him and how glad he was to see him again. Then Buechner asked, "Are 
you really there, Dudley?" 

Buechner wanted to know if this was just a dream ••• or was it real. His 
friend answered that he was really there. "Can you prove it?" Buechner asked 
hinl. His friend replied, "Of course". Then his friend plucked a strand of 
wool out of his jersey and tossed it to Buechner which Buechner caught between 
his thumb and his forefinger. Then Buechner woke from the dream and the next 
morning he shared the dream with those at the breakfast table. When he 
finished, his wife spoke. She said that she had seen a strand of wool on the 
carpet as she was getting dressed and she was absolutely sure that it hadn't 
been there the night before. Buechner rushed upstairs to see for himself, and 
there it was - a little tangle of wool ••• navy blue wool. 

What does one say about such an experience? Wistful dreaming or does it 
have some authenticity? What should we say about the role of such experiences 
in our faith? You may have had one or two yourself. Does one dismiss them as 
mere superstition? Or, should we tell them to bolster our faith and the faith 
of others? What's that line I've shared before: "Coincidence is God's way of 
keeping His anonymity". I like that. And yoo 're "not a realist if you don't 
believe in miracles". Anyway, let me offer some thoughts for you to consider 
and carry out of here with you. 

BE CAREFUL ABOUT MI'STICAL EXPERmNCES The first thing to be said about 
~stical experience is be careful. 

The human brain is trick;y and it can and does at times see things that do not 
exist. 

Francis Coponi, a Catholic priest, was drawing parallels between Elvis 
Presley and Jesus Christ. He noted an interesting phenomenon. He said, 

"Both of their fingers are discerned in billboards, re
frigerator rust stains and strangely shaped vegetables". 

He was referring, of course, to those strange reports that every so often 
pop up of apparitions of Mary and of Jesus and yes, even of Elvis. Be careful. 
Our minds do have a tendency to organize reality in ·-rays that do not always fit 
the facts. Williams James, the brilliant psychologist, once pointed out that 
you can toss a bag of marbles on the floor and by selectively ignoring certain 
marbles, find an,y pattern you wish to. Our eyes and our minds c~n play tricks 
on us so be careful. I think we even see that tendency displayed in the 
obsessions that some Christians have with numbers. 

I read about a lady out in Kansas City who went to court to get her license 
plate changed because it ended with 666. She said that her fellow church members 
were beginning to shun her, for as you may or may not knOW', the "mark of the 
beast• _ift 'he Book of Revelation is 666. Chuck Swindoll goes on to note that 
the 666 scare stuff is getting downright ridiculous. The fact is that those 
three digits can be uncovered in almost any-body's name, if you're willing to 
work at it hard enough. Using the code: A•lOO, I•JGl and C•l02, and so on •••• 
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i!itler adds up to 666. And by adopting the so-called "De,,il' s Code" (a favorite 
ploy of numerologists) whereby the alphabet is numbered backward from zero -
z-o, Y=l, and X•2 •••• and then multiplying each letter value by 6 (whew!), 
fundamentalist leader Jerry Falwell's last name equals 666. 

And even Billy Graham's name is not exempt. His initials are WFG. William 
Franklin Graham. Using the A""l code, the letters add up to 36. The sum of the 
counting numbers from 1 through 36 is 666, and 36 equals 6 times 6. When Ronald 
Wilson Reagan was elected president, some rather mischievous Democrats pointed 
out that each of the President's names had six letters - 666, and so on. 

Sn~e present may find all of this fascinating and some present will not, bat 
there are some people, however, who are very susceptible to such logic. And 
there are unscrupulous people who look for these susceptible people to minipulate 
to their own ends. Often they will do it in the name of religion, so be carefull 

If you sometimes wonder why most Christian churches put more emphasis on 
being true to the "historical faith" than on any one particular subjective 
experience, this is it. We know that feelings are subject to distortion and 
manipulation. Ch, it may make us seem somewhat dry and dull and unexciting at 
times, but we know that when we are faithful to Scripture, we cannot be .mis'lAid by 
passing fads or sensations. Yes, we need to be careful. I've always found it 
a bit scary when someone comes along who claims he has heard the voice of God 
telling him to do something •••• and especialzy when he feels and claims to be the 
o~ one hearing that voice. 

BUT BE TOLERANT, TOO But let your caution blend with some degree of 
tolerance. We don't know hov God mq choose to 

work in individual lives. It is the height of arrogance for any of us to 
declare that God can only work in one way or another and that God can only be 
found in one group or another. let your tolerance be undergirded by Scripture, 
by tradition, by reason and by e:x:perience •••• the "Wesleyan quadrilateral", if you will. 

Most of us would be thrilled to have the kind of mountaintop experience 
that Peter, James and John had that day long ago when they beheld Christ trans
figured before them. And we would love to go up on a mountain as did Moses and 
hear God's voice in comp~lling and thunderous fashion, but we m~ live a lifetime 
and never experience anything more than a lump in our throat, a goose-bump or 
two and a calm assurance in our hearts. And if that's all we experience, that 
can and is enough. God knows what we need. If other people discover a wider 
range·a of experience, if they shout and dance and speak in tongues, then who' 1 
to say but that God knows their needs as well. 

Pray that none of us - whatever our experience of faith - will be judge
mental toward those whose faith is not like our own. And always remember that 
there's room at the foot of the eross for us all! 

TEST OF FAITH: BEARING FRUIT And then, too, remember this and this is the 
crux of the matter ••• the very heart ot it all, 

and with this I'll wrap it up and we'll be on our way hone. The test of faith ia 
not experience, but rather it is the bearing of fruit. 

Turn to Paul's Letter to the Galatians, chapter five, verse 22. Here Paul 
reminds us1 
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"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self
control •••• against such there is no law.• 

So think about this: does your religious experience make you more loving, 
more trusting, more humble? If it does, then no matter what that experience is, 
you •••• brother or sister •••• YOU are not far from the Kingdom1 

There is a legend of a great teacher who had a rather strange experience 
while Nalldng through an orchard on a windy day. Coming to a fence which 
divided the grove from an adjoining forest, he imagined hearing the different 
types of trees talking to each other. Boastfully a maple tree said to a near
by fruit tree, 

"Why don't your leaves rustel in the breeze 
like ours so that you can be heard from a 
distance?" The fruit tree replied, "We don't 
need such useless fluttering to draw attention 
to our presenee •••• our fruit speaks for usl" 

Our fruit speaks for us. That our lesson for today. Yes, people do 
experience God in different ways. And in a congregation like this, we come troa 
different backgrounds ••• rrom far-off places. We cane with memories of where we 
first met Christ. But I 1ve always felt that the real test ••• the bottom line, 
if you will, is simply this s 

"Are we bearing fruit?" And if we are, then 
our faith is just as valid as that of the 
disciples who were Jesus on the Mount of 
Transfiguration on that wonderful day long 
agol 

PRAYER Once again, 0 God, we feel. that the deepest things within us are 
being stirred up in this act of worship and that down below the 

surace of our lives, Your spirit is at work ••• striving to bring forth fruit ••• 
the highest and the best that ~re are meant to be. 

wrestle with us in those dark and shadowy corners of our hearts where 
sin and selfishness so often lurks. Make us sensitive to Your spirit and to 
Your nearness in these auiet moments at the end of this service. Help us to 
hear Your voice speaking to us, reassuring us ••• challenging us, summoning us, 
helping us to regain a "mountain-top" perspective on life. In the name and 
spirit of Christ through Whom you have come to us, we now pray. Amen. 
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ORGAN 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 
February 18, 1996 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

"Andante Religioso" 

HYMN NO. 100 "God, Whose Love Is Reigning O'er Us" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

0 Thou who hast made us for joy and not for 
sorrow, forgive us that the cities we build are 
so heavily marked by fear and violence. Behind 
bolted doors we sit, neither seeking our neigh
bor's good nor finding our own. We look but do 
not touch. We reach but do not feel. Forgive 

Liszt 

us our sins, 0 God. Lengthen our reach. Broaden 
our sympathies. And help us, as Jesus loved the 
city of Jerusalem, to love this city that we call 
home. In His strong name we now pray. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
GLORIA PATRI 

*** 

Psalm 50 

ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 

"He That Shall Endure to the End" 
Exodus 24: 12 - 18 . 

Matthew 17: 1 - 9; II Peter 1: 16 -

PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

No. 783 
No. 884 

No. 71 

Mendelssohn 
Page 67 

21 Page 851 
Page 1062 

ANTHEM "0 Heart Subdued" Brahms 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 258 "0 Wondrous Sight! 0 Vision Fair" 
SERMON "Head In the Clouds" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 539 "0 Spirit of the Living God" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Heavens Declare" Marcello 

*** Interval for Ushering 

LAY READER 

We welcome Carl Condra to the lectern today. A 
native of Lubbock, Texas, Carl is pursuing a career in 
acting. Here in the church he is Chairperson of the 
Education Committee, .teaches Sunday School and is an 
active member on several other Church Committees. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters for today are Mary McDonald and John 
Oates. The ushers are T. A. McKinney, Julie Hymen, Lita 
Reyno, Lili Rodgers and Philip Yu. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. All are invited to share in these 
moments of warm fellowship made possible for us today 
by Jane Chaney, Ela Acuesta, Janet Jacobson, Jennifer 
Levin, Natividad Miranda, Jean Laupus and John Oates. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor 
in the Day School Room. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 
9:30 in Fellowship Hall. The class is studying the 
Gospel of Matthew. Bill Bonwitt is class leader. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

On March lOth we shall celebrate the 159th birthday 
of our Chu~ch. It will be a special Sunday for us and 
we hope you'll be with us to celebrate this anniversary 
milestone. 
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"HEAD IN THE CLOUDS" 

INTRODUCTION Once upon a time in order to celebrate the b.irth of his son 
and heir, a certain king instructed his royal gardener to 

develop the most magnificent flower ever grown. This flower would one day be 
presented to the woman the king's son would chose as his bride. 

The royal gardener set about the task immediately. He decided that he would 
focus all of his attention on the most regal of all flowers - the rose. His 
would be a rose of exquisite beauty, beyond description. In the years that fol
lewed, as the son and heir was growing up, the gardener experimented, blending 
his roses to create all manner of beautiful and interesting blooms. The prince 
did not marry for a long time and so this royal gardener continued with his 
work ••• growing older and somewhat feeble in the process. But one day, at long 
last, the good news went across the Kingdom. The prince, now the kingr;d'o~ M.s 

~ 

father had died, had chosen a bride and the date for the royal wedding was set. 
The gardener, now up there in years, produced the most beautiful rose ever 
grown. His lifetime of experi:mentati on had paid off. He named the rose the 
RainbOt" Rose. 

On the day of this royal wedding, the newl,y weds entered the royal garden 
am they slowly made their way to the regal bleom this old gardener had so care
ful~ cultivated across so m~ years. The new queen reached down and tender~ 
picked a blossom and then she turned and faced the old gardener, but alas - the 
rose she held to her face was not his magnificent Rainbow Rose at all, but just 
a iammon, ordinary red rose! The old gardener was shocked, embarrassed, angry 
and deep~ humiliated. But wait a moment. Suddenly he realized wqy the queen 
has passed over his magnificent rose. She had disc(l)vered the rose's only flaw. 
It had no scent. The queen's sight was very poor; she was almost blind and to 
her a rose without a scent was no rose at all. 

DEVELOPMENT Now bear with Jre for a moment while I draw a parallel to the 
world of faith. To some Christians, faith that does not 

include an element of ~stical experience is no faith at all. Yes, it's like 
the rose that has no scent. 

Have you ever noticed that many people today seem to be hungry for some 
experience of the supernatural? The dramatic upswing of interest in the 
existence of angels and of near-death experiences and such are suggestive of a 
longing on the part of many to go beyond the merely rational. 

You see something of this reflected in the New Age movement. Sometime ago 
there was a news report that caught my eye. It seems that a companr called 
"Chi Pants" out in Santa Cruz, California, in keeping with the New Age belief 
in quartz crystals, is now marketing a line of pants. Each pair of pants has a 
tiny cr~stal sewn into the back seam which will rest at the base of the spine 
when the pants are worn. "You won't feel the crystal. You'll just feel the 
energy" is what the company tells you. Well, I bought a pair and it's true! 

And then there was a other news story. Marybeth Strobel, an artist from 
Jersey City, and also a "New Ager", explained why she wears a large chunk or 
quartz on a strap around her neck. She says, 11 It puts a circle or power around 
you that keeps you feeling protected". There it is1 Well, different strokes 
for different folks as they say. (I really didn't b~ a paf-r of Chi pants.) 
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You and I may scoff at such things ••• bnt let's face it1 such beliefs do 
have a great appeal for maey people. As you may or may not lmow, the rapid 
growth of many independent Christian churches today is coming at the expense 
of what we call the "main-line" churches. The reason that is sometimes given 
is that the mainline churches tend to be too cerebral and not celebrative •••• 
too much emphasis on the head and not enough ~n the heart. For same Christians 
a faith that does not include an element of what we might call the mystical 
experience is no faith at all. It's like the Rainbow rose ••• a rose without scent. 

THE MYSTICAL IS VERY MUCH A PART OF OUR FAITH There is something that we 
need to acknowledge and face 

l!p to and that is that myst.ical experience is very much a part of our faith and 
our spiritual heritage. 

For instance, in one of today's scripture readings, we catch a glimpse of 
moses •••• six days on a mountain and on the seventh day he hears God speak. And 
then, Jesus and three of His disciples go up on a mountain and the disciples 
awaken to see Jesus arraigned in a dazzl~ns white garment and they bear a voice 
from heaven •••• saying: 

"This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased!" 

And later, in his Epistle, Peter writes with deep feeling about that event, 
that experience: 

"For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we 
made known to you the power and coming of our U!>rd, 
Jesus Christ ••• but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 
For when He received honor and glory from God, the 
Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by 
the Majestic Glory, 'This is My beloved.: Son with whom 
I am well-pleased' and we ourselves heard this utterance 
made from heaven" • 

(II Peter 1: 16 - 18) 

Something very strange happened on that Mount of Transfiguration, something 
outside of ordinary experience. It had an amazing impact on Peter and James and 
John and recalling this experience years later gave them unusual power, unusual 
confidence and authority to proclaim this newly-born Christian faith. And such 
experiences are not isolated. Many of the greatest Christians who have ever 
lived have reported experiences that are ou:S.side the realm of nor-l'rational 
experience •••• from the days of Peter, James and John right down to the present. 

It has been said that a friend wandered into Handel's room just as he was 
completing the last notes of the Hallelnjah Chorns. He round his friend and 
composer with tears streaming down his cheeks. The magnificent work lay 
complete on the desk in front of him.· Handel exclaimed to his friend, "I do 
think that I saw all heaven before me •••• and the great God, Himsel£'111 What do 
you make of such an experience. Was Handel speaking metaphorically', or did he 
really see heaven and touch the robe of God, Himself? 

AN ILLUSTRATION Frederick Buechner - a mnch respected pastor and writer -
tells of a most nnusual eXJ!>erience he had. A friend of 

his •••• an Englishman ••• had died very sndden~. 
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A short time later Buechner and his wife were staying with the man's 
widow overnight. During the night Buechner had a short but very vivid dream 
about his friend. He dreamt that his friend was standing there in the dark 
guest room looking very much himself in the navy blue jersey and white slacks 
that he so often wore. In his dream, Buechner told his friend how muoh:IDe · · '7 
mtssed him and how glad he was to see him again. Then Buechner asked, "Are 
you really there, Dudley?" 

Buechner wanted to know if this was just a dream ••• or was it real. His 
friend answered that he was really there. "Can you prove it?" Buechner asked 
him. His friend replied, "Of course''. Then his friend plucked a strand of 
wool out of his jersey and tossed it to Buechner which Buechner caught between 
his thumb and his forefinger. Then Buechner woke from the dream and the next 
morning he shared the dream with those at the breakfast table. When he 
finished, his wife spoke. She said that she had seen a strand of wool on the 
carpet as she was getting dressed and she was absolutely sure that it hadn't 
been there the night before. Buechner rushed upstairs to see for himself, and 
there it was - a little tangle of wool ••• navy blue wool. 

What does one say about such an experience? Wistful dreaming or does it 
have some authenticity? Wha. t should we say about the role of such experiences 
in our faith? You may have had one or two yourself. Does one dismiss them as 
mere superstition? Or, should we tell them to bolster our faith and the faith 
of others? What's that line I've shared before: "Coincidence is God's way of 
keeping His anonymity". I like that. And you're "not a realist if you don't 
believe in miracles". Anyway, let me offer some thoughts for you to consider 
and carry out of here with you. 

BE CAREFUL ABOUT MYSTICAL EXPERIENCES The first thlng to be said about 
mystical experience is be careful. 

The human brain is tricky' and it can and does at times see things that do not 
exist. 

Francis Coponi, a Catholic priest, was drawing parallels between Elvis 
Presley and Jesus Christ. He noted an interesting phenomenon. He said, 

"Both of their fingers are discerned in billboards, re
frigerator rust stains and strangely shaped vegetablesn. 

He was referring, of course, to those strange ~eports that every so often 
pop up of apparitions of Mary and of Jesus and yes, even of Elvis. Be careful. 
Our minds do have a tendency to organize reality in 1:1ays that do not always fit 
the facts. Williams James, the brilliant psychologist, once pointed out that 
you ean toss a bag of marbles on the floor and by selectively ignoring certain 
marbles, find any pattern you wish to. Our eyes and our minds ~~n play tricks 
on us so be careful. I think we even see that tendency displayed in the 
obsessions that some Christians have with numbers. 

I read about a lady out in Kansas City who went to court to get her license 
plate changed because it ended with 666. She said that her fellow church members 
were beginning to shlln her, for as you may or may not know, the "mark of the 
beast" J.n. the Book of Revelation is 666. Chuck Swindall goes on to note that 
the 666 scare stuff is getting downright ridiculous. The fact is that those 
three digits can be uncovered in almost an,ybody' s name, if you 're willing to 
work at it hard enough. Using the code: A=lOO, B•JOl and C•l02, and so on •••• 
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flitler adds up to 666. And by adopting the so-called 11De,ril 1 s Code" (a favorite 
ploy of numerologists) whereby the alphabet is numbered backward from zero -
Z•O, Y=l, and X•2 •••• ~nd then multip~ing each letter value by 6 {whew!), 
fundamentalist leader Jerry Falwell's last name equals 666. 

And even Billy Graham's name is not exempt. His initials are WFG. William 
Franklin Graham. Using the A=l code, the letters add up to 36. The sum of the 
counting numbers from 1 through 36 is 666, and 36 equals 6 times 6. When Ronald 
Wilson Reagan was elected president, some rather mischievous Democrats pointed 
out that each of the President's names had six letters - 666, and so on. 

Some present may find al.l of this fascinating and some:pre.sent will not, but 
there are some people, however, who are very susceptible to such logic. And 
there are unscrupulous people who look for these susceptible people to minipulate 
to their own ends. Often they will do it in the name of religion, so be careful£ 

If you sometimes wonder why most ChristiaJll, churches put more emphasis on 
being true to the "historical faith" than on any one particular subjective 
experience, this is it. We know that feelings are subject to distortion and 
manipulation. Oh, it may make us seem somewhat dry and dull and unexciting at 
times, but we know that when we are faithful to Scripture, we eannot::be.:.:misied by 
passing fads or sensations. Yes, we need to be careful. I've always found it 
a bit scary when someone comes along who claims he has heard the voice of God 
telling him to do something •••• and especially when he feels and claims to be the 
only one hearing that voice. · · 

BUT BE TOLERANT, TOO But let your caution blend with some degree of 
tolerance. We don't know how God may choose to 

work in individual lives. It is the height of arrogance for any of us to 
declare that God can only work in one way or another and that God can only be 
found in one group or another. Let your tolerance be undergirded by Scripture, 
by tradition, by reason and by experience •••• the "Wesleyan quadrilateral", if you will. 

Most of us would be thrilled to have the kind of mountaintop experience 
that Peter, James and John had that day long ago when they beheld Christ trans
figured before them. And we ~Tould love to go up on a mountain as did Moses and 
hear God's voice in comp~~l1ng and thunderous fashion, but we may live a lifetime 
and never experience anything more than a lump in our throat, a goose-bump or 
two and a calm assurance in our hearts. And if that's all we experience, that 
can and is enough. God knows what we need. If other people discover a wider 
range'@ of experience, if they shout and dance and speak in tongues, then who's 
to say but that God knows their needs as well. 

Pray that none of us - whatever our experience of faith - will be judge
mental toward those whose faith is not like our own. And always remember that 
there's room at the foot of the cross for us all1 

TEST OF FAITH: BEARING FRUIT And then, too, remember this and this is the 
crux of the matter ••• the very heart of it all, 

and with this I' 11 wrap it up and we' 11 be on our way home. The test of faith is 
not experience, but rather it is the bearing of fruit. 

Turn to Paul's Letter to the Galatians, chapter five, verse 22. Here Paul 
reminds ust 
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"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self
control •••• against such there is no law." 

So think about this: does your religious experience make you more loving, 
more trusting, more humble? If it does, then no matter what that experience is, 
you •••• brother or sister •••• YOU are not far from the Kingdoml 

There is a legend of a great teacher who had a rather strange experience 
while 1-;ralking through an orchard on a windy day. Coming to a fence which 
divided the grove from an adjoining forest, he imagined hearing the different 
types of trees talking to each other. Boastfully a maple tree said to a near
by fruit tree, 

"Why don't your leaves rustel in the breeze 
like ours so that you can be heard from a 
distance?" The fruit tree replied, '~e don't 
need such useless fluttering to draw attention 
to our presence •••• our fruit speaks for usl" 

Our fruit speaks for us. That our lesson for today. Yes, people do 
experience God in different ways. And in a congregation like this, we cane from 
different backgrounds ••• from far-off places. We cane with memories of where we 
first met Christ. But I've always felt that the real test ••• the bottom line, 
if you will, is simply this: 

"Are we bearing fruit?" And if we are, then 
our faith is jus"t!_ as valid as that of the 
disciples who were Jesus on the Mount of 
Transfiguration on that wonderful day long 
agoJ 

PRAYER Once again, 0 God, we feel. that the deepest things within us are 
being stirred up in this act of worship and that down below the 

surace of our lives, Your spirit is at work ••• striving to bring forth fruit ••• 
the highest and the best that tore are meant to be. 

wrestle with us in those dark and shadowy corners of our hearts where 
sin and selfishness so often lurks. Make us sensitive to Your spirit and to 
Your l'i!larness in these quiet moments at the end of this service. Help us to 
hear Your voice speaking to us, reassuring us ••• challenging us, summoning us, 
helping us to regain a "mountain-top" perspective on life. In the name and 
spirit of Christ through Whom you have come to us, He now pray. Amen. 


