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HOW DO WE CHOOSE?"

INTRODUCTION

Since this is Mother's Day, I'd like to begin by asking the
men in the congregation a somewhat provocative question.
How do you get along with your mother-in-law? Think about that one for a moment.
How do you get along with your mother-in-law? Mind you, if you lived in Goradze,
Yugoslavia, the question would not be frivolous and for this reason.
In Goradze, when a marriage announcement is made, there's a strange custom.
The neighbors of the bride-to-be grab the groom-to-be and drag him outside.
There they tie him to a stake near a bonfire and then fan the flames toward him.
To save him from being barbecued, the mother of the bride has to provide food
and drink for everybody. After the feast is spread, the fun-loving neighbors
cut the groom loose from the stake. That's assuming, of course, that his
future mother-in-law is in favor of the union. Those who are considering
marriage sometime in the future need to be advised that when you marry someone,
their family comes along as part of the bargain.
DEVELOPMENT

Let's deal with another important question. Those of you who
are marr.ied - how did you choose your present spouse? What
was it about that man or that woman that first turned you on? How did you go
about deciding that this was "real" and 11 for keeps"? Real enough for you to
stand in the presence of God and affirm that you would be faithful to one another
for the rest of your lives ••• " for keeps?"
John Wesley, patron saint of the people called Methodist, was once engaged
to a young lady down in Georgia and could not make up his mind whether to marry
her or not. They say he prayed about it. Then he let his Bible fall open
randomly. He looked for guidance where the page fell open. I'm not sure what
he read, but he broke the engagement to Sophia Hopkey which led him into all
sorts of troubles and complications. He even refused to serve her Holy Communion.
Is that a good method for choosing? Praying and then letting yc,;1-.:· Jible
fall open to a page to give you guidance. Remember the man who followed this
practice and his Bible fell open to the verse, "And Judas went and hanged himself". He tried again and this time it read, "Go thou and do likewise." Still
not satisfied, he went back and tried it a third time and this time read, "And
what thou doest - do quickly".
Is this a good method: to follow? How do we choose? How do we make the right
decision? And even more importantly, how do 1.Ye know God's will for our lives?
TODAY' S TEXT

The question grows out of our text for the morning. The
disciples needed to choose sor!Jeone to replace the traitorous
Judas. They wanted someone who had been witness to the entire ministry of
Jesus - from His baptism to His ascension. Two names were put fort.Yard Joseph called Barsabbas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. Both men had
good resumes, both fit the "bill". Both were obviously men of character. How
should they choose?
Well, first, they prayed. So far ••• so good. Then, they cast lots and
Mathias won ••• and thus became the 12th disciple.
Is this a good way to determine
the will of God? Should we pray, then flip a coin or roll some dice, or draw
straws?
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I read somewhere in the papers recently that one state in our country has
institutionalized such a procedure. And guess which state? Nevada, of course.
The Nevada state constitution has an interesting provision tvritten into it for
deciding who will serve as the Chief Justice of the State Supreme Court.
First-off, the justices must be elected by the public to their 6-year
terms. Second, the candidates for Chief Justice must be individuals who have
already served four of their six years on that court. Then, at that point,
the constitution prescribes a coin toss to decide which of the rema.ining two
justices gets to lead the court.
To me this sounds close to the method used by the eleven disciples in
electing a replacement for Judas. So, one wonders ••• is there "method to such
madness"? Can God say something to us out of such an unusual text. Yes, I
think so ••• there's something here that some of us need badly to hear.
GO AHEAD.

HAKE A DECISION REGARDlESS OF THE HETHOD

Sometimes in Life it
is important that we
simple GO AHEAD and MAKE A DECISION regardless of the method.

De cis ions are a part of life. irJ'e face them daily.
establishment and you'll be asked to make a decision.

Go into a fast food

"Do you want to eat this here or take it with
you? Do you want it with cheese or without?
Large size or medium? Grilled or fried?"
I heard the most vmnderful story this week about a Notre Dame graduate of
five years ago who was determined to go out into the tvorld and seek his fortune.
He narrowed his choices of vocations to two. He could either go into the
real estate business in Houston or the banking business in Boston. A decision.
He chose the real estate business in Houston. This was just before the bottom
dropped out of the real estate market in Houston. He lost everything.
However, he was a tough, persevering young man. He hung in there till
things got better and he was such a hard worker that he managed to earn back
what he had lost and more. He had cash again and he decided to get out of the
real estate business. He had a new decision to make - either invest in a new
computer company with the funny name, APPLE, or invest in a Savings and Loan.
He invested in the Savings and Loan ••• seemed safer, but he lost all his money
again.
This time he was so disconsolate that he decided to buy a plane ticket
back to Indiana. Two airlines had planes flying to Indiana the next day United and Eastern. Well, he chose Eastern.
Reaching the airport next morning he discovered that Eastern had gone bank~
rupt during the night and his ticket was worthless. Frustrated now, he
hitched a ride vTith a guy piloting a little tWG!"3@ater, single engine plane.
About half-1vay back to Indiana, they ran into a terrible storm. Fortunately,
there were two parachutes on the plane. Our friend, of course, chose the one
that would not open. There he is ••• falling through the air. Being a good
Catholic young man, he cries out, "St. Francis ••• please save me". Suddenly a
giant hand reaches out of the sky and grabs him by the rNrist. There he is •••
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"St. Francis Xavier or St. Francis of Assisi?"
LIFE _!S FULL

0~

DECISIONS

Life is full of dec is ions. You know, there
once was a man who lived in Northampton,
England, who would attend the Anglican Church one Sunday and the Methodist
Church the next. The people of the Anglican Church invited him to join their
church and the Methodist people invited him to become a member of theirs, but
he could never make up his mind. Back and forth he went across the years.
When he died, his wife wanted his body to be buried in the Anglican churchyard.
But church officials didn't think this was quite right. If you visit this
churchyard today, you'll find his body buried so that half of it is inside the
fence and the other half is outs.ide the fence.
A lot of people prefer to go through life being "fence straddlers" ••• a bit
of this ••• a bit of that. However, sometimes it is important that a decision •••
any decision ••• be made. You can't postpone the great questions of life for
ever •• •even though some 1...rou ld like to.
Top executives are paid some fantastic salaries primarily for their
to make tough decisions. Tycoon T. Boone Pickens speaking at George
Washington University this time last year said to the young people there:
abi~ity

"Be willing to make decisions. That 1 s the most important
quality in a good leader. Don't fall victim to what I
call the 'ready aim-aim-aim-aim syndrome 1 • You must be
willing to fire 111
He went on to tell about a businessman whom he admires whose motto is
ANYTIUNG WORTH DOING IS WORTH DOING POORLY". "The logic is impeccable" he
said. And he pointed out that the plane the Wright Brothers flew at Kitty Hawk
was really nothing to write home about. That Alexadner Graham Bell's first
telephone was not exactly up to the standards of Bell Lab. Yet, if Bell hadn't
foisted that piece of junk on the world and if Orville and Wilbur Wright hadn't
gone for "lift-off" with that bucket of bolts down at Kitty Hawk, we wouldn't
have 747's and a vast communication network today that can link up anyone on
this planet instantly.
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He went on to say,
"I emphasize the point because the number one failing that
I see in small and large organizations is the failure to
do stuff ••• <ill<!~ an environment where 1ve know nothing for
sure, the best- antidote is, to quote my dad who use to
say, 'DON'T JUST STAND THERE. DO SOMETHING~'"
There are three reasons why even a suspect system like casting lots was
better for the disciples than standing around "doing nothing". First of all,
Christ had given them a world to save. And they needed to get at it. Secondly,
they really could not make a bad decision. Both men had the right stuff, both
;,.rere men of soild character. So often in life we fuss and fume over decisions
that are important, but from all available evidence, are nearly equal in merits.
We might as well go ahead and make a decision and get on with our livesl
But now, let's move on ••• to the final page and final point of this message.
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THE LIFE OF FAITH DEMANDS ACTION

To me, the final reason is perhaps the
most important of all. The life of
faith demands action. There's very little faith involved in a constant analysis
of a situation. Faith demands action and not casual drift.
It demands that we get moving. God spoke to Abraham and he got moving
trn-mrd a land he knew not of. God spoke to Moses and he got moving to1rrard
Egypt and the might and power of the Pharoah. God spoke to the disciples. It
was important they get moving and so it is with our lives. Faith demands action.
There may be some one person sitting here this morning v1ho has been putting
off making an important decision. You've prayed about it. You've agoni~ed about
it. You've considered the options. You've recited your litany of "IFS 11 • Now,
maybe now it's the time to act ••• to move out on the promises of God.
·
But you say to yourself, "how do I know it 1 s the right decision?" Maybe I
should wait a bit longer ••• til things are more set in my life. Does .it sound
familiar to you. I can only say this to you. If you keep putting it off, you
may never get around to doing it. Sometimes in life we have no way of knm;ing
for sure i.f we're making the right decision at the right time, but if we ask
ourselves if our decision is in the mind and spirit of Jesus and if '"'e have
prayed about it and asked God for a bit of His guidance, then we need to move
ahead ••• forward and make the decision, trusting that the God who has loved us
since we were conceived in our dear mother 1 s womb will be with us and vrill
take our decision and use it to our best good and the best good of those we love.
The more you reflect on this text, you come to see that this is not about
dec is ion making at all, but about trust. About trust! God probably smiled and
shook His head when He saw the disciples down on their knees "casting lots" •••
but they were His people and He wasn't going to let their decision turn out bad,
regardless of how they arrived at it. And so I'd like to believe it is with us, too.
The "Hounds of Heaven" on Tuesday evenings have been reading and talking
together about Thomas Merton's No Man Is An Island. Father Thomas Merton wrote
in his journal of the time he was going through a time of personal depression.
Hear his words:
"My Lord God •••• I have no idea where I am going. I do
not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain
where it will end ••• nor do I really know myself. And
the fact that I think I am following Your will does not
mean that I am actually doing so.
But I believe, dear Father, that the desire to please You
does in fact please You, and I hope that I have that desire
in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And so I believe that if I
do this, You will lead me by the right road, though I may
know nothing about it.
Therefore, I will trust You always; though I may seem to be
lost in the shadow of death, I will not fear, for You are
with me and You will never leave me to face my peril alone".

- 5CLOSING

So ••• what do you think? Were the eleven disciples right to cast
their lots to choose their 12th comrade replacing Judas. They
were garners. I think 1rre can say this: they were right to go ahead and make a
deci.sion, whatever the method. For remember, the life of faith is a life of
action. (Don't just stand there ••• do something). And the life of faith is a
life of trust that the God you and I worship will not allow us to make a
decision that is unredeemable.
So, how should we make those important decisions, like who to marry ••• and
should we take that new job ••• first, pray. Yes. Then weigh' the various
options. Then bring it all together. Act. With a hit of courage ••• remembering
that courage is faith that has said its prayers. Make that decision and
move forward trusting that the God who loves you and me will be with us every
step of the way.
PRAYER

Our Lives are not always easy, 0 God, and we ask for strength to
meet those difficult things and to make those tough decisions that
the days may bring to us. Help us to put the past behind us and to pour all
our energies into the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes always
steadfastly on Him who for us is the lrJay, the Truth and the Life. In the spirit
of Christ we pray. Amen.
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HOw Do VE CHOOSE?"

INTRODUCTION

Since this is Mother's Day, I'd like to begin by asking tl
men in the congregation a somewhat provocative question.
How do you get along '.Vi th your mother-in-law? Think about that one for a mar
How do you get along with your mother-in-law? Mind you, if you lived in Gor<
Yugoslavia, the question would not be frivolous and for this reason.

In Goradze, Tt~hen a marriage announcement is made, there's a strange cus1
The neighbors of the bride-to-be grab the groom-to-be and drag him outside.
There they tie him to a stake near a bonfire and then fan the flames toward r
To save him from being barbecued, the mother of the bride has to provide fooc
and drink for everybody. After the feast is spread, the fun-loving neighbor~
cut the groom loose from the stake. That's assuming, of course, that his
future mother-in-law is in favor of the union. Those who are considering
marriage sometime in the future need to be advised that when you marry someor
their family comes along as part of the bargain.

Let's deal with another important ouestion. Those of you~
are married - how did you choose your present spouse? ~:Jha1
was it about that man or that woman that first turned you on? How did you gc
about deciding that this was "real" and "for keeps"? Real enough for you to
stand in the presence of God and affirm that you would be faithful to one anc
for the rest of your lives ••• " for keeps?"
DEVELOPMENT

John ~-lesley, patron saint of the people called Methodist, was once eng a~
to a young lady down in Georgia and could not make up his mind whether to ma.I
her or not. They say he prayed about it. Then he let his Bible fall open
randomly. He looked for guidaJJ.ce where the page fell open. I'm not sure •..rha
he read, but he broke the engagement to Sophia Hopkey 'N'hich led him into all
sorts of troubles and complications. He even refused to serve her Holy Comm~

Is that a good method for choosing? Pra_ying and then letting yrr1~· Jible
fall open to a page to give you guidance. Remember the man who follmved this
practice and his Bible fell open to the verse, 11 And Judas went and hanged hi.rr
self". He tried again and this time it read, "Go thou and do likewise." Sti
not satisfied, he went back and tried it a third time and this time read, "A11
what thou doest - do quickly".

Is this a good method· to follow? How do we choose? How do we make the
decision? And even more importantly, how do 've know God 1 s will for our lives
TODAY'S TEXT

The question grows out of our text for the morning. The
disciples needed to choose sor'leone to replace the traitorc
.Judas. They r..;anted someoP-e who had been witness to the entire ministry of
Jesus - from His baptism to His ascension. Two names were put forward Joseph called Barsabbas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. Both men had
good resumes, both fit the "bill 11 • Both ·.vere obviously men of character. He
should they choose?

1
tlell, first, they prayed. So far ••• so good. Then, they cast lots and
Mathias won ••• and thus became the 12th disciple.
Is this a good way to dete
the will of God? Should we pray, then flip a coin or roll some dice, or draw
straws?
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I read some~·;here in the papers recently that one state in our country has
institutionalized such a procedure. And guess >·Thich state? Nevada, of course.
The Nevada state constitution has an interesting provision ;.rritten Lvl.to it for
deciding ".{ho rN"ill serve as the Chief ,Justice of the State Supreme Court.
First-off, the justices must be elected by the public to their 6-year
terms. Second, the candidates for Chief Justice must be individuals ~-Tho have
already served four of their six years on that court. Then, at that poL~t,
the constitution prescribes a coin toss to decide which of the remaining bio
justices gets to lead the court.
To me this sounds close to the method used by the eleven disciples in
electing a replacement for Judas. So, one wonders ••• is there "method to such
madness"? Can God say something to us out of such an unusual text. Yes, I
think so ••• there's something here that some of tlS n.eed badly to hear.
GO AHEAD.

HAKE A DECISION P..EGARDIESS OF THE

simple GO AHEAD and

r~KE

~1ETHOD

Sometimes in life it
is important that He
A DECISION regardless of the method.

De cis ions are a part of life. :Ve face them daily.
establishment and you'll be asked to make a decision.

Go into a fast food

"Do you ~vant to eat this here to take it r.vith
you? Do you want it with cheese or without?
Large size or medium? Grilled or fried?"
I heard the most •mnderful story this r!feek about a Notre Dame graduate of
five years ago who was determined to go out into the world and seek his fortune.
He narrowed his choices of vocations to two. He could either go into the
real estate business in Houston or the banking business in Boston. A decision.
~e chose the real estate business in Houston.
This was just before the bottom
dropped out of the real estate market in Houston. He lost everything.
However, he was a tough, persevering young man. He hung in there till
things got better and he was such a hard worker that he managed to earn back
what he had lost and more. He had cash again and he decided to get out of the
real estate business. He had a new decision to make - either invest in a new
computer company with the funny n.ame, APPLE, or invest in a Savings and Loan.
He invested in the Savings and Loan ••• seemed ~>afer, but he lost all his money
again.
This time he was so disconsolate that he decided to buy a plane ticket
back. to Indiana. Two airlines had planes flying to Indiana the next day United and Eastern. Well, he chose Eastern.
Reaching the airport next morning ~e discovered that Eastern had gone bankrupt during the night and his ticket was worthless. Frustrated now, he
hitched a ride r,rith a guy piloting a little two~es~ater, single engine plane.
About half-1-m.y back to Indiana, they ran into a terrible storm. Fortunately,
there were two parachutes on the plane. Our friend, of course, chose the one
that "toTOu ld not open. There he is ••• falling through the air. Being a good
Catholic young man, he cries out, "St. Francis ••• please save me". Suddenly a
giant hand reaches out of the sky and grabs him by the 'Nrist. There he is •••

- 3 dangling in the air when he hears a loud but gentle v·oice coming from the sky,
"St. Francis Xavier or St. Francis of Assisi?"
LIFE IS FULL OF DECISIONS

Life is full of decisions. You know, there
once \-Tas a man who lived in Northampton,
England, who would attend the Anglican Church one Sunday and the Methodist
Church the next. The people of the Anglican Church invited him to join their
church and the Methodist people invited him to become a member of theirs, but
he could never make up his mind. Back and forth he ;•ent across the years.
"lhen he died, his wife wanted his body to be buried in the Anglican churchyard.
But church officials didn't think this was quite right. If you visit this
churchyard today, you'll find his body buried so that half of it is inside the
fence and the other half is outside the fence.
A lot of people prefer to go through life being rrfence straddlersrr ••• a bit
of this ••• a bit of that. However, sometimes it is important that a decision •••
any decision ••• be made. You can't postpone the great ouestions of life for
ever.
Top executives are paid some fantastic salaries primarily for their
abiJ.ity to make tough decisions. Tycoon T. Boone Pickens speaking at George
Washington University this time last year said to the young people there:
rrBe willing to make decisions. That's the most important
quality in a good leader. Don't fall victim to what I
call the 'ready aim-aim-aim-aim syndrome 1 • You must be
willing to fire! rr
He went on to tell about a businessman whom he admires whose motto is
rrANYTHING 1tl0RTH DODIG IS WORTH 0000 POORLYrr. rrThe logic is impeccablerr he
said. And he pointed out that the plane the Wright Brothers flew at Kitty Hawk
was really nothing to write home about. That Alexadner Graham Bell's first
telephone was not exactly up to the standards of Bell Lab. Yet, if Bell hadn't
foisted that piece of junk on the world and if Orville and ~vilbur Wright hadn 1 t
gone for rrlift-offrr with that bucket of bolts down at Kitty Hawk, we wouldn't
have 747's and a vast communication network today that can link up anyone on
this planet instantly.
He went on to say,
rri emphasize the point because the number one failing that
I see in small and large organizations is the failure to
do stuff •••• as an environment where 1-1e know nothing for
sure, the only antidote is, to quote my dad who use to
say, 1 DON 1 T JUST STAND THERE • D0 SOMETHING~ 1 rr
There are three reasons c.vhy even a suspect system like casting lots was
better for the disciples than standing around rrdoing nothingrr. First of all,
Christ had given them a world to save. And they needed to get at it. Secondly,
they really could not make a bad decision. Both men had the right stuff, both
were men of soild character. So often in life we fuss and fume over decisions
that are important, but from all available evidence, are nearly equal in merits.
~le might as >rell go ahead and make a dec is ion and get on with our lives!
But now, let's move on ••• to the final page and final point of this message.
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THE LIFE UF FAITH DEMFJIDS ACTION

To me, the final reason is perhaps the
most L~portant cf all. The life of
faith demands action. There's ver'/ little faith involved i.n a constant analysis
of a situation. Faith demands action ar.d not casual drift.
It demands that we get noving. God spoke to Abraham and he got noving
tmrard a land he knew not of. God spoke to ~1oses and he got moving toTtrard
Egypt and the might and power of the ?haroah. God spoke to the discinles. It
was important they get moving and so it is ,.,ith our lives. Faith demands action.
There may be some one person sitting here this morning 'rTho has been putting
off making an important decision. You've prayed about it. You've agonized about
it. You've considered the options. You've recited your litany of "IFS 11 • Now,
maybe now it's the time to act ••• to move out on the promises of God.
But you say to yourself, "how do I know it's the right decision?" Maybe I
should wait a bit longer ••• til things are more set in my life. Does it sound
familiar to you. I can only say this to you. If you keep putting it off, you
may never get around to doing it. Sometimes in life we have no way of knovting
for sure if we're ~aking the right decision at the right time, but if we ask
ourselves i f our decision is in the mind and spirit of Jesus and if ;.re have
prayed about it and asked God for a bit of His guidance, then we need to move
ahead ••• forward and make the decision, trusting that the God who has loved us
since we were conceived in our dear mother's womb ,.;ill be with us and will
take our decision and use it to our best good and the best good of those we love.
The more you reflect on this text, you come to see that this is not about
decision making at all, but about trust. About trust! God probably smiled and
shook His head when He saw the disciples down on their knees "casting lots" •••
but they were His people and He wasn't going to let their decision turn out bad,
regardless of how they arrived at it. And so I'd like to believe it is with us, too.
The "Hounds of Heaven" on Tuesday evenL"l.gs have been reading and talking
together about Thomas Merton's No Man Is An Island. Father Tl:omas Herton wrote
in his journal of the time he was going through a time of personal depression.
Hear his ~.Yards:
"My Lord God •••• I have no idea where I am going.

I do
not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain
where it will end ••• nor do I really know myself. And
the fact that I think I am following Your will does not
mean that I am actually doing so.

But I believe, dear Father, that the desire to please You
does in fact please You, and I hope that I have that desire
in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And so I believe that if I
do this, You will lead me by the right road, though I may
know nothing about it.
Therefore, I will trust You always; though I may seem to be
lost in the shadow of death, I will not fear, for You are
with me and You will never leave me to .face my peril alone".

CLOSING

So ••• what do you think? :Jere the eleven disciples right to cast
their lots to choose their 12th comrade replacing Judas. They
were gamers. I think v.re can say this: they Here right to go ahead and make a
decision, whatever the method. For remember, the life of faith is a life of
action. (Don't just stand there ••• do something). And the life of faith is a
life of trust that the God you and I worship will not allow us to make a
decision that is unredeemable.
So, how should r.ve make those important dec is ions, like who to marry ••• and
should we take that new job ••• first, pray. Yes. Then 'N"eigh·· the various
opt ions. Then bring it all together. Act. ~Vi th a bit of courage ••• remembering
that courage is faith that has said its orayers. Make that decision and
move forward trusting that the God who loves you and me will be with us every
step of the way.
Our lives are not alw~ys easy, 0 God, and we ask for strength to
meet those difficult things and to make those tough decisions that
the days may bring to us. Help us to put the past behind us and to pour all
our energies into the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes always
steadfastly on Him who for us is the lrJay, the Truth and the Life. In the spirit
of Christ we pray. Amen.
PRAYER

•

