"IN REMEMBRANCE OF HIM"
INTRODUCTION
left hand.
these words:

There's a very beautiful moment in the wedding service when a
ring is about to be placed on the .Jt.-hi·rth finger of the bride's
The ring is handed to the minister who then proceeds to bless it with

"The wedd:ing ring is an outward and visible sign of an inward
and spiritual grace signifying unto all the uniting of this
man and this woman in holy matrimony through the Church of
Jesus Christ, our Lord."
These words are followed by this prayer:
ttBless, 0 Lord, the giving of this ring, that he who gives it
and she who wears it may abide forever in Thy peace and continue in Thy favor. Amen't
Such a symbol may seem somewhat unnecessary to the cold-blooded, pragmatic,
matter-of-fact mind. In fact, the entire marriage service may seem to some a
needless yielding to sentimentality. Some may suggest that marriage is merely a
social contract in which two people agree to live together under the same roof.
For the sake of social stability and property rights let the agreement be thus
registered in the courts of law. Isn't this all that's really necessary. Why all
of this ceremony of vows, rings and altars ••• flowers~ receptions.
Why? Because life is more than a cold-blooded, matter-of-fact business. Life
is a blending of facts and dreams, of cold blood and hot blood. Marriage, hopefully,
is a union "for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in
healthrt. And therefore, in our high moods we make those vmvs and use symbols which
help to sustain us in our lower moods. Symbols and ceremonies and anniversaries
serve to reinforce love and keep people togethere
TRUE IN THE LIFE OF THE NATION

Something of the same sort of thing holds true
in the life of nations. For instance, when our
American colonies began to realize the need for union, they passed a Declaratian
of Independence. They adopted some Articles of Confederation. Finally, they
adopted a Federal Constitution. Agreements were signed in black and white. But
were these sufficient? No - people are not inspired and sustained merely by
documents in black and white. Every year after around the 4th of July people
would pause to remember and to celebrate those events once again. Parades, firecrackeers.
And even more. On January 2, 1776 up in Cambridge, Massachusetts, George
Washington displayed a flag of thirteen stripes with the Union Jack from which
evolved about a year later the flag of the United States of America with its stars
and stripes. Our flag is only a piece of colored cloth. And yet who can measure
the influence of that emblem as school children stand to salute it and as citizens
gaze upon it mindful of the way of life it seeks to represent. And think for a
moment of what would happen to our national morale if all the symbols, all the
shrines, all the monuments were to be removed from our national scene.
People need outward and visible signs and symbols to reinforce inward and
spiritual bonds. Life has its soul stirring moments and we attempt to preservw
those high moments by symbols and ceremonies.
SYMBOLS ELEVATED TO SACRAMENTS

In the course of man's religious history,
certain symbols have been elevated to the
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And this, too. Our fellowship is not only with God, but also with each
other. John Wesley was fond of saying that there is no such thing as a "solitary
Christiantt. The Christian life is not an isolated life, but a community life a life of involvement in the world. And nowhere is this sense of comnnmi ty as
strong or as deep as it is at the I.ord 1 s Table. Here we meet on common ground.
All barriers of race and class and circumstance are abolished. Those distinctions
that exist elsewhere are here forgotten. Here, at the Table of Our Lord, we are
one. This is the heart and the climax of the worship of the Church.
A SERVICE OF DEDICATJ: CN

There is another note that runs through this service.
Remembrance. Communion. Final.Jy, dedication.

These morrents at the communion rai!h should also be moments of dedication.
We speak of this as a 11 sacramentn. The word "sacramento comes fran the Latin,
and it means a pledge or a vow of loyalty and allegiance taken by a soldier to
his leader. And from the beginning of the Christian era, as Christians have
received these sacred elements, they have made vows - to amend and to improve
their ways, to live 8!'td- rrore after the example of their Lord, Jesus Christ, to put
God before mammon, service before self, love before hate.
These should be moments of dedication for us all. The Church will fail in
its mission unless there is a deepening and strengthening commitment on the part
of those who are already within the Church.
CLOSING ILLUSTRATION

Leslie Weatherford tells of a friend who attended a
Roman Catholic mass, during which in the sermon, the
priest spoke about the literal presence of Christ's body in the consecrated wafer
on the altar, or what is technically called the Doctrine of Transubstantiation.
After the service he met one of the worshippers and asked him if he believed
all that the priest and said. The worshipper, an old man, answered this way:
"When I come to the mass, sir, I can't follow what they do up
at the altar. I just kneel down and think about Jesus. I
think of that last week with his friends and the last supper.
How He knelt in agony at Gethsemane. How they arrested Him
aand tortured Him all night. How He died. I get very near
to Jesus then and when I depart and go home I have a different
feeling - a feeling that something of His spirit is a p3.rt of
my life and that i§ goes with me.rr
Do this in remembrance of Me 11 • Yes, primarily this is a service of
remembrance, but this too - it is a time of communion with God through Christ and
also with each other. And this should help it be a time of re-dedication for
each of us when we pray for the strength to make Him - with no "ifstt, ttandsn or
Hbutsn the Lord and Master of all Life.
11

PRAYER

As we come to thy table this morning, Our Father, may our eyes be

op:med to the deeper meaning of what is taking place.
closely to thee and to each other.

Bind us more

Where there are sorrowful hearts, bring comfort. 't-Jhere there is lingering
illness, bring healing. Where there is crippling doubt and fear, bring faith end
hope.
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status of what we call sacraments. A sacrament is an outward and visible sign of
an inward and spiritual grace. And the sacrament of Holy Communion which we observe today is the heart of the Christian Gospel expressed in symbolic acts.
Goethe, the German poet, once remarked that the highest cannot be spoken.
There are truths too profound to be put into words. And in order to convey their
meaning, we fall back, as untold generations have dane, on the use of symbols the handshake, whether in joy or in sorrow, conveys more than words ever can;
the national flag, the sight of Which puts fire into the blood; the wedding
,ring, the silent and eloquent token that its wearer has entered into a relationship which nothing can severe. So the Church takes bread and breaks it and
remembers a body that was broken. It takes wine and remembers blood that was
shed.
SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

This, of course, it does at the bidding of Jesus
Himself. He instituted the Communion Service. If,
from the beginning down to the present time, Christendom has held it sacred, it
is because it was the last thing He asked of His friends. 11 This do" He said,
"in remembrance of Me". He knew our nature. He knew that at best our memories
are short. He knew that even our remembrance of Him would fade unless it was
repeatedly refreshed, not alone by recollection through the use of the spoken
Word, but by an appeal to our senses - sight, touch and taste.
And so it is at His request that we take the bread and wine, and for Christians
these are the holiest of all symbols. In so doing, we recall the love He had for
all people and how He gave Himself for us. As we do, our faith is nourished
and our hope is kindled and our strength is renewed. The service of Holy
Communion, primarily, is a service of remembrance.
SERVICE OF COMMUNION

Not only is it a service of remembrance, but this too it is also a service of communion with God and with

others.
Brother Lawrence use to say that the time of prayer forl him did not differ
from the time of business, and that in the noise and clatter and confusion of
the monastery kitchen, he could experience the presence of God. It was as real
and vital as if he were on his knees receiving the Sacrament in the chapel.
He found it possible through concentration and self-discipline to commune with God
in the kitchen. That 1 s quite an accomplishment. Most of us cannot do that.
On one occasion, after the famous British surgeon Lord Moynihan had performed
an operation before a group of his fellow surgeons, someone asked him how he could
possibly manage to do what he did with such a crowd around him. 11Well 11 he said,
"It is like this: there are just three people in the theater when I operate the patient and myself". ttThree 11 said his friend, 11 But that's only two". rrwho
is the other?tt The surgeon answered, ttGod".
Some of you may be able to offer similar testimony. What I mean is that you
have found you can experience God's presence in your home, your office, on the
street, at work. But with the majority of us, this is not the case. For most
Christians, it is when we receive the bread and the wine that God's spirit comes
closest to us - coming to us in simple symbolism - and making himself real to us.
What began as a service of remembrance becomes a comforting presence.
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Lift our hearts and minds to Thee, 0 Lord, that we may depart from ffire
renewed and refreshed in body and spirit - fed, nourished and made new. Help us
to live each day as it comes, to do our best and to leave the rest to thee. All
this in the name and spirit of Jesus Christ.
Amen

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

July 6; 1980

HOLY COMMUNION

It has long been the custom of this Church to celebrate
the Sacrament of Holy Communion on the first Sunday of
the month. I like to announce - especially for the benefit of visitors in
the congregation - that The Table of our I.ord is open to all ••••• that one
does not have to be a member of this parish, nor of this United Methodist
denomination in order to receive the Sacrament.
His Table is open to all and we invite all
ment here this hour and trust that the time for
spiritual renewal and reaffirmation to the will
through the life and teachings of Jesus Christ,
S..,viour.

of you to receive the Sacrayou may be an occasion of
of God as it comes to us
His Son - and our Lord and

The elements will be served at the altar today ••• and the ushers will
indicate to you when to come forward.
GREETING TO THE VISITORS

We greet the visitors in the congregation this
morning. We're pleased •••• delighted to have
you worshipping with us and we do hope thatthe opportunity will be uurs to
greet you personally before you depart - either at the door or downstairs in
the Russell Room.

Be free in the sharing of your nrure with us. Sign one of the Guest
Books. Accept an invitation to worship with us on other occasicn. You worship
in a church that has been ministering in the name of Jesus Christ since the
year 1837. It is a church with a fine record of service. It is in the name
of Jesus Christ that we today bid you a very warm welcomel
PICK UP

The July issue of our parish news sheet is available. Be sure to
pick up your copy. Copies are in the usualy place - by the door
in the narthex as -well as do1-mstiirs in the Russell Room.

One of the highlights- of the July for all of us will be the presence
in the pulpit on two consecutive Sundays of two of our Lay people. Next
Sunday, William Bell, our Associate Lay Leader will preach. Two weeks from
today, Carol Lyons, will step into the pulpit and bring a sermon. Since
Bill Bell is preaching next Sunday, let me share a word or two about Bill
with you. A native of Pittsburg, reared as a Methodist, a graduate of Denison
University in Ohio, a graduate of UTS and also Fordham Univer - Law Degree Bill served for four years as District Manager of Community Planning Board
No. 8. He has a fine reputation for corrnnunity involvement here on the East:Bsdl.e
and it will be a privilege to have him preaching next Sunday.
Associate
Lay Leader, Vice Chairman of the Administrative Board, Camp Coordinator.
Education Committee.
Father of Jon Bell, Married ••••
THIS AFTERNOON

I'll be preaching this afternoon and conducting the
worship service at the Hethodist Church Home in Riverdale,
Bronx •••• I usually enjoy lingering here until two o'clock on most Sundays •••
will need to get away around 1:30 today •••• in order to conduct the 3 pm service

---------------------

JESUS SAID

"It is more blessed to give than to .receiveu.
~
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PARK AVENUE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

LAY READER
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 6, 1980

We welcome'Debbie Ahmad as our Lay Reader today. A
native of Guyana and reared in New York City, Debbie is a
recent graduate of the Bronx High S~hool of Science. She
enters NYU this Fall as a freshman looking toward a major
in mathematics or pre-medicine.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
ll . A. M.
ORGAN
"Prelude and Fugue in A minor"
CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN NO. 49 "Now Thank We All Our God"
APOSTLES' CREED
GLORIA PATRI

J.

s.

Bach

No. 738
No. 792

***
SOLO

"Simple Gifts"
(William Salem, Tenor)
Colossians 3: 1 - 17

Copeland
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SCRIPTURE
PARISH CONCERNS
SOLO
"23rd Psalm"
Vaughan Williams
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY
No. 809
HYMN NO. 185 "More Love to Thee, 0 Christ"
MEDITATION
"In Remembrance of Him"
Mr. Clarke
PRAYER

TODAY'S MUSIC
We welcome William Salem as our soloist this morning.
Bill is a member of our Church choir.
Michael D. Reed is at the organ console this Summer
in the absence of Lyndon Woodside. Michael, Associate
Organist at Temple Emanu-el, is also Director of Music at
the Hitchcock Presbyterian Church in Scarsdale, New York.
USHERS
The ushers today are Mr. Monge, Mr. Breien, Mr.
Brown, Mr. Murray and Mr. Williams.
AN INVITATION

***
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
The Invitation
(No. 832)
The General Confession
The Prayer for Pardon
The Prayer of Consecration
The Prayer of Humble Access
The Partaking .of the Elements
The Prayer of Thanksgiving
HYMN NO. 327 "Here, 0 My Lord, I See Thee"
BENEDICTION
"Prelude in G major"
ORGAN

*** Interval for Usheri ng

Punch and cookies will be served in the Russell Room
following the service. Members and friends are invited
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us
today by Miss Walcott, Miss White and Miss Ferrington.
AN ADULT CLASS

J. S. Bach

An Adult Class meets Sunday mornings from 9:30 to
10:40 in the third floor Fellowship Hall. William Proctor serves as leader . Coffee is available and new members are always most welcome.
PICK UP YOUR COPY
Be sure to pick up your copy o~ the July issue of
"A Word In Edgeways". Copies are in the narthex and also
downstairs on the table in the Russell Room.

