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11 JESUS AND PRAYER" 

INTRODUCTION Anna Delson has been leading the Adult Bible Class on Sun-
day mornings in a study and discussion of prayer. And it's 

in line with that that I!ve chosen to turn again to Jesus·and to His thoughts 
and His practice of prayer. 

More than once in my ministry I've had the feeling that the truly forgotten 
man in our society is the "inner man". Action is the order of the day as one 
problem after another "out there" claims our attention and energy. The quiet 
time of reflection seems almost treasonable in a crisisMridden world. Yesterday -
yes. Tomorrow - maybe. Today ... no! 

Increasingly we live from the "outside in" rather than from the "inside out". 
The causes to which we give ourselves are considered more important than the 
selves we give. Many are uneasy when it comes to something like prayer. Even in 
the Church, commitment to prayer is often heal~hearted. The social activist seems 
to be more "in" than the pietist. 

Now, it's not my intention this morning to attempt an apologetic for prayer. 
Samuel Johnson was on the right track when he turned to Boswell and said, "Sir, 
there are no arguments for prayer". Rather, before my own heart and hopefully' 
before yours, I should like to place two truths. First, prayer was a vital part 
of the life of Jesus. Second, Jesus intended that it be a vital part of our life. 

VITAL TO JESUS We begin with the first truth: prayer was a vital part of 
the life of Jesus. His life cannot be fully understood or 

accounted for apart from His tremendous reliance on prayer. 

The devotional side of His life cannot be overlooked. To do that would be 
to distort the picture. Behind those amazing deeds and actions was the quiet 
place. From first to last, Jesus was a man of prayer. 

It was all in a day's work for Him. In Capernaum, He taught in the synagogue 
and cast out an unclean spirit. From there He went to the House of Simon and 
Andrew where He healed Peter's mother-in-law. That evening, after the sun went 
down, they brought to Him all who were ill or possessed by devils, so that the 
Gospel writer would say, "And the whole town was there gathered at the door". 
The Scriptures go on to report that "very early the next morning Jesus got up and 
went out". He went to a lonely place and remained there in prayer, renewing His 
inner life. 

He prayed before He worked the mighty miracles. He prayed before He chose 
His disciples. He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. He prayed on the cross. 
So obvious and so appealing was His reliance on prayer as the source of pmorer 
that His own disciples sought to copy Him in this above all else. They did not 
turn to Him and say, "Lord, teach us how to preach". They did not turn to Him 
and say, "Lord, teach us how to perform miracles". But they did turn to Him and 
say, "Lord, teach us how to pray" • 

VITAL TO US 

tion with God. 

Moving on to the second truth: He also intended that it be 
vital to our lives, too. To Jesus, prayer was simply conversa-

He wanted His followers to talk with God as He did. He told us some things 
about prayer. For instance, He said that when we pray we ought to go into a 
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closet. Not literally, perhaps, but He was suggesting that real prayer re
quires concentration and freedom from distraction, that it's not a matter of 
quantity, but of quality ••• that we should avoid the "vain repetitions" and the 
"empty babblings". 

Yes, there was that day when the disciples said, "Lord, teach us how to 
pray". And He gave them the Lord's prayer and it's a prayer that is without 
rival in the devotional literature of the world. There's very little mention o: 
material things and this is where most of us are apt to start and where we so 
often finish. 

The only petition in that prayer for aqything material is the prayer for 
bread and before that we pray that a name be "hallowed", that a Kingdom may comE 
that a will may be done. For the true object of prayer for the Christian is no1 
that God's will may be changed, but rather that His will may be done in us and 
through us. 

First, prayer was a vital part of His life. Second, He intended that 
prayer be a vital part of our lives. Which brings us to this question: "Is itj 
And if not, why not? And why this feeling of uneasiness when it comes to prayet 
How do you account for it? 

OUTGROWN IT For one thing, it may be that some simply feel we have outgrov; 
prayer, that it was all right for a less enlightened time, but 

it really isn't relevant for the 20th century. This may be the cause for some 
uneasiness regarding prayer. 

In our day, we do not pray before an examination. We simply study. We do 
not pray for rain. We simply seed the clouds. When a friend is will, most of 
us do not indulge in prayers by his bedside, but rather put in a call for a 
notable physician. We do not earnly pray for peace, but rather place most of 
our trust on the training of men in the art of conflict resolution. 

Has modern 20th Century man outgrown his need to pray? In an emergency of 
some sort most of us may blurt out a prayer thought, but this is only a bit of 
temporary regression. Some are saying in so many words, prayer just doesn't 
really matter. How about it? Am I on the right track. Do you agree? 

NEGLECTED IT 

neglectful. 

Or, is our uneasiness with prayer a result of our neglect of 
it. One wonders. We may feel it still matters, but we've been 

A society that so badly mangles its personal relationships, that is so 
heavy into drugs and soporifics, that is so dependent on the skills and insights 
of counsellors and psychiatrists, that at times can be so full of violence and 
cruelty - such a society is hardly qualified to pronounce the "worthlessness" of 
prayer. 

At times I feel that as a society we are suffering from the lack of things 
that prayer can help us to acmieve. We suffer from a lack of depth in our human 
relationships. We suffer from a lack of direction, of focus, of concern. Our 
connections with others are often hard, brittle, without deep and lasting 
satisfactions. 
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Let's bring it in a bit clser and think about the powerlessness of the 
Christian Church. 

One walks around this city and sees the grea.t churches we've built for 
the promotion of the Good News of Christ. One thinks of the budgets and the 
bureaucracies we've set up, the personnel and the brains we've commandeered ••• 
one thinks of all of this and often wonders: did ever so many labor with so 
much, and produce so little? Have you ever thought of that. 

Jesus said on one occasion to His disciples, "Without me, you can do 
nothing" • We can build our buildings, hold our meetings, issue our pronounce
ments, raise our budgets, but where it really matters, where we require the 
energizing spirit of God, it is still true when the Master of Life said, "With
out Me, you can do nothing!" 

In other words, we seem to have so much going for us in the Church except 
the power of God's spirit. We have our forms of godliness and offer some good 
things, but somehow neglect the power thereof. I wonder: could it be that 
we suffer in the Church from the sterility of neglected prayer? 

CHALLENGE YOU I don't think we have outgrown our need for prayer, or our 
belief in it. The signs and the signals up ~ound us suggest 

that people still believe in the things of the spirit and in the transcendent 
power of God. Our trouble is that we have neglected the source, the key to it all. 

Our lives are crowded, too crowded. \-Je clutter them up with the non
essential. I know I do. I remarked to someone recently that there was a time 
not to® long ago when I spent more time kneeling in front of the Church safe 
that I do in front of the altar and if this is true with one who is "ordained" 
to the things of the spirit, what about one who is not. 

What I would like to do is to appeal to you to practice prayer again in 
rour life. Don't say that you are going to wait until the time is less pressured, 
or the problem comes up that forces you to breathe a prayer. ~ that time, 
rour soul may be so hardened that you will have lost entirely the will or the 
inclination to consider getting on your knees and praying. 

And don't dare suggest that prayer belongs only to the professionals, to 
the church worker, the theological expert. Jesus intended that prayer should 
be within the reach of all. One recalls some words written by Thomas Brooks 
that I share with you: 

"God looks not at the oratory of your prayers, how elegant 
they may be; nor at the geometry of your prayers, how long 
they may be; nor at the arithematic of yours prayers, how 
many they should be; nor at the logical of your prayers, 
how methodical they may be; but at the sincerity of them. 
This is what He looks at." 

['1110 FORMS If you're open to the possibility of a renewed quest for a more 
meaningful life of prayer, let me offer two suggestions, two 

rorms that are good to start with. 

The first is that kind of prayer in which at the beginning of a new day we 
t;ry to pre-live as best we can what that day may bring. God has given us the 
)ower to anticipate. And while there will always be those surprises and un• 
lredictable intrusions, most of the things that will try us and harass us we 
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know in advance. Not always, but often. Therefore, before the first call is 
made, before the first lesson is studied, the first letter written, try committing 
the day to God's care. As one once put it, "To talk with God before I talk with 
men". If you wish a book to guide you, try a page each day in the Upper Room, 
or get into Fosdick's classic, "The Meaning of Prayer", or Baillie's "A Diary of 
Private Prayer". And if you can 1 t find time to do it in the morning, then try 
doing it at night before dropping off to sleep ••• commiting the coming night and 
day to God. 

And the other form of prayer that's within our reach is what you call 
"Flash" prayer. Few of us have time to sit down and enga.ge in prolonged prayer 
recalling in detail the goodness of God as men did back in the Middle Ages. 

But there is always the possibility of offering up "flash" prayers as we 
move about the city. Prayers for those hanging on the same subway strap with us. 
Prayers for those crowded into the same elevator. Prayers for those behind us 
in line at the supermarket or the post-office. Prayers for those who teach, 
or work in the hospital, or ride the fire trucks or collect the trash. Prayers 
for those who serve in government. Prayers as you ride a train through the 
ghettoes of the city - for those who live in deplorable, intolerable conditions. 
Flash prayers. 

Some of this may sound overly simplistic to some of you, but nonetheless 
I'm inclined to respond to something that T. S. Eliot once said about, 

"The end of all our exploring, 
Will be to arrive where we started, 

And know the place for the first time." 

CLOSING A freckle-faced boy was standing on the banks of the Mississippi 
River. Carefully he cast his eye up stream until a certain river 

boat came into sight. He took off his stra hat and began to wave the boat to shore, 
over and over again. A man who had been quietly watching from behind him said, 
"Sonny, don't be silly. That big boat won't stop here for a little lad like you". 

But the man had hardly finished when the boat veered sharply and came to 
the spot where the boy was standing so that he could jump on. He scampered 
aboard, put his straw hat back on his head. He then leaned over the rail and 
called to the man standing there on the River bank: 

"I ain't so dumb, mister. You see my daddy 
pilots this boat". 

We warm to that story for it reminds us on this Father's day of the deeper 
truth that there is a God who pilts this universe and listens to the needs of 
all of His children. He is a God of love - Our Father. 

PRAYER Now remind us once again, 0 God, that "ith You all things are in-
deed possible" and that our prayers and our deepest longings are 

heard by You. Help us to remember Jesus and how vital prayer was to Him. And 
may it be so with each of us. Amen. 



ANTHEM: "Adoramus Te" 

"We adore Thee, Christ, our Lord; and 
we worship Thy name, Jesu. Who, by Thy sa
cred cross, and by Thy sacred passion hast 
redeemed the world". 

ANTHEM: "Praise" 

"To the Master of music and loveliness: 
praise, power, dominion for ever. To the 
Lord of the Word of Creation, be praise, pow
er, dominion for ever. To the Master of 
movement, co1our and light: praise, power, 
dominion for ever. To the Builder, Designer, 
Creator, be praise, power, dominion for ever. 
To the Theme of all song, inspiration of love: 
to the Artist of Life, to the greatest and 
least: praise, power, dominion for ever. 

For He is the greatest upon His high 
throne, and He was the least as the child of 
a maiden. Praise then to Jesus whose mother 
was Mary. And praise now to Christ who is 
God in the midst of us. Praise. Praise. 
Praise. 

Lord of all beauty, adoring we come to 
Thee. Give us Thyself both in time and 
eternity. Lord of all beauty, adoring we 
come to Thee, offering all that we are or 
can hope to be, Lord of all beauty. Praise, 
power, dominion for ever." 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite you 
to share in the beauty of it. 

CHURCH PICNIC 

Tickets - costing $5.00 - are now on 
sale for our popular All Church Picnic. It's 
"in the works" for this coming Saturday. Be 
sure to get your ticket from Doreen Morales, 
Picnic Coordinator, at the coffee hour today. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

An Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday 
mornings at 9:15 in Fellowship Hall. Anna 
Delson is the teacher this month and the 
subject is "Prayer". New friends are always 
welcome. It's a good way to start a Sunday! 

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN" 

The "Hounds of Heaven" study group 
meets Tuesday evening at 6:30 in Fellowship 
Hall. George Leopold is leader and new 
friends are always most welcome. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Finance Committee will meet Thurs
day evening, June 18th, at 7 pm. 

JUNE CHOIR REHEARSALS 

During June, choir rehearsals are on a 
Sunday morning at ten in the chancel. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick up your copy of the 
June issue of our monthly news sheet. Copies 
are by the door in the narthex. 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
June 14, 1987 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Sheep May Safely Graze" 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 14 "From All That Dwell Below the Skies" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

God of our life, we confess in company with 
one another and before Thee, that we are wayward 
and less than faithful servants. We have loved 
things and used people; remembered slights and 
forgotten kindnesses; called on Thee in trouble 
and ignored Thee at other times; praised Thee in 
word and failed Thee in deed; allowed the pres
ent age to mould us and left untapped the power 
of the age to come. Deal with us after Thy mercy, 
for we are sorry for our sins and earnestly seek 
Thy pardon through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Bach 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER "The Lord Is Your Keeper" 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

*** 
ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 
ANTHEM 

"Adoramus Te" 
Matthew 6: 1 - 15 

"Praise" 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 151 "Faith of Our Fathers" 
SERMON "Jesus and Prayer" 
HYMN NO. 498 "At Thy Feet, Our God and Father" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Rigandon" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

No. 595 
No. 792 
No. 741 

Lotti 
Page 839 

Rowley 

Mr. Clarke 

Campara 

LAY READER 

We welcome Chuck Neal to the Lectern today. A 
native of Oklahoma, a graduate of the University of 
Oklahoma, and also University of Chicago, with a BA 
degree in Economic Finance & Law, and an MA in Joint Bus
iness, Chuck is an Investment Banker at Merrill Lynch. 
He recently join the church, and was helpful in the 
May 30th Rummage Sale. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Avian 
Brooks. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters today are John Tucker and Pat Tucker. 
The ushers are Gordon Bryant, Ann Bryant, Doug Heim
bigner, Susan Langley and Ned Vail. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. All are invited to share in 

.these moments of warmth made possible for us today by 
Marie Birillo, Gregg Buttermore, Anne Davenport, Susan 
Langley, Sharon DuPonte, Norma D'Ambrosio and Coralie 
Bailey. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from eleven to twelve. Nursery care for 
infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor. 

The childrens Anniversary "Penny Jar" is still 
ceiving contributions. It's in the Russell Room. 
hope you'll respond by putting your pennies in the 
Gifts larger than pennies are always most welcome, 

re
We 
jar. 
too. 
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INTRODUCTION Last Sunday morning we thought about Jesus and people and 
what it means to be human. Today, we turn again to Jesus 

and to His thoughts and His practice of prayer. 

More than once in my ministry I've had the feeling that the truly for
gotten man in our society is the "inner" man. Action is the order of the 
day as one problem after another "out there" claims our attention and our 
energies. The quiet time of reflection seems almost treasonable in a crisis
ridden world. Yesterday - yes; tomorrow -maybe; today - no~ 

Increasingly we live from the "outside in" rather than from the "inside 
out". The causes to which we give ourselves are considered more important 
than the selves we give. Many are uneasy when it comes to something like 
prayer. Even in the church, commitment to prayer is often half-hearted. 

It's not my intention this morning to attempt an apologetic for prayer. 
Samuel Johnson was on the rick track I feel when he turned to Boswell and 
said, "Sir, there are no arguments for prayer". Ra.ther, before my own heart 
and hopefully before yours, I should like to place two truth. First, prayer 
was a vital part of the life of Jesus. Second, Jesus intended that it be a 
vi tal part of our life. 

VITAL TO JESUS We begin with the first truth: prayer was a vital part of 
the life of Jesus. His life cannot be fully understood or 

accounted for apart from His tremendous reliance on prayer. 

The devotional side of His life cannot be overlooked. To do that would 
be to distort the picture. Behind those amazing deeds and actions was the 
quiet place. From first to last, Jesus was a man of prayer. 

It was all in a day 1 s work for Him. In Capernaum, He taught in the 
synagogue and cast out an unclean spirit. From there He went to the House of 
Simon and Andrew where He healed Peter's mother-in-law. That evening, after 
the sun went down, they brought to Him all lvho were ill or possessed by 
devils, so that the Gospel Writer would say, "and the whole town was there 
gathered at the door". The Scriptures go on to report that "very early the 
next morning Jesus got up and went out". He went to a lonely place and re
mained there in prayer, renewing His inner life. 

He prayed before He worked the mighty miracles. He prayed before He 
chose His disciples. He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. He prayed on the 
cross. So obvious and so appealing was His reliance on prayer as the source 
of power that His own disciples sought to emulate Him in this above all else. 
They did not turn to Him and say, "Lord, teach us how to preach". They did 
not turn to Him and say, "Lord, teach us how to work these miracles". But 
they did say to Him, "Lord, teach us how to pray". 

VITAL TO US Moving on to the second truth: He also intended that it be 
vital to our lives, too. To Jesus, prayer was simply con

versation with God. 

He wanted His followers to talk with God as He did. He told us some 
things about prayer.. For instance, He said that when we pray we ought to go 
into a closet. Not literally, perhaps, but He was suggesting that real prayer 
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requires concentration and freedom from distraction, that it's not a matter of 
quantity, but of quality, that we should avoid the "vain repetitions" and the 
"empty babblings". 

Yes, there was that day when the disciples said, "Lord, teach us how to 
pray" • And He gave them the Lord 1 s Prayer and it 1 s a prayer that is without 
rival in the devotional literature of the world. There's very little mention 
of material things and this is where most of us are apt to start and where 
we so often finish. 

The only petition in that prayer for anything material is the prayer for 
bread and before that we pray that a name be hallowed, that a kingdom may 
come, that a will may be done. For the true object of prayer for the 
Christian is not that God's will may be changed, but rather that His will may 
be done in us and through us. 

First, prayer was a vital part of His life. Second, He intended that 
prayer be a vital part of our lives. Which brings us to this question; "Is 
it?" If not, why not? And why this feeling of uneasiness when it comes to 
prayer. How do you account for it? 

OUTGROWN IT For one thing, it may be that some simply feel we have out-
grown prayer, that it was all right for a less enlightened 

time but it really isn't relevant for the 20th century. This may be the cause 
for some uneasiness regarding prayer. 

In our day, we do not pray before an examination. We simple study. We 
do not pray for rain. We simply seed the clouds. When a friend is ±11, we 
do not indulge in prayers by his bedside, but rather call for a notable 
physician. We do not earnestly pray for peace, but rather place most of our 
stress on training men in the art of conflict resolution. 

Has modern, 20th century man outgrown his need to pray? Q!o., ~ an 
emergency most of us may blurt out a prayer thought, but this is only a bit 
of temporary regression. Some are saying in so many words, prayer just 
doesn't really matter. 

NEGLECTED IT 

been neglectful. 

Or, is our uneasiness with prayer a result of our neglect of 
it. One wonders? We may feel it still matters, but we've 

A society that so badly mangles its personal relationships, that is so 
heavy into drugs and soporifics, that is so dependent on the skills and in
sights of counselors and psychiatrists, that at times can be so full of 
violence and cruelty - such a society is hardly qualified to pronounce the 
"worthlessness" of prayer. 

At times I feel that as a society we are suffering from the lack of things 
that prayer can help us to achieve. We suffer from a lack of depth in our 
human relationships. We suffer from a lack of direction, of focus, of concern. 
Our connections with others are often hard, brittle, without deep and lasting 
satisfactions. 

Let's bring it in a bit closer and think about the powerlessness of the 
Christian Church. 
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One walks around this city and sees the great churches we've built for 
the promotion of the Gospel of Jesus. One thinks of the budgets and the 
bureaucracies we've set up, the personnel and the brains we've commandeered -
one thinks of all of this and often wonders: did ever so many labor with so 
much - and produce so little? Have you ever thought of that. 

Jesus said on one occasion to His disciples, "Without me, you can do 
nothing". 1.ie can build our buildings, hold our meetings, issue our 
pronouncements, raise our budgets, but where it really matters, where we 
require the energising spirit of God, it is still true when the Master of 
Life said, "Without me, you can do nothing". 

In other words, we seem to have so much going for us in the Church ex
cept the pm1er of God's spirit. We have our forms of godliness and offer 
some good things, but somehow neglect the power thereof. I wonder: could it 
be that we suffer in the Church from the sterlity of neglected prayer? 

CHALLENGE YOU I don't think we have outgorwn our need for prayer, or our 
belief in it. The signs and signals up around us suggest 

that people still believe in the things of the spirit and in the transcendent 
power of God. Our troulbe is that we have neglected the source, the key to 
it all. 

Our lives are crowded, too crowded. vJe clutter them up with the non
essential. I know I do. I remarked to someone recentlY that I spend more 
time kneeling in front of the church safe than I do in front of the altar 
and if this is true with one who is "ordained" to the things of the spirit; 
what about one who is not. 

What I would like to do is to appeal to you to practice prayer again in 
your life. Don't say that you are going to wait until the time is less 
pressured, or the problem comes up that forces you to breathe a prayer. 
By that time your soul may be so hardened that you will have lost entirely the 
will to pray. 

And don't dare suggest that prayer belongs only to the professionals, to 
the church worker, the theological expert. Jesus intended that prayer should 
be within the reach of us all. One recalls some words written by Thomas 
Brooks that I share with you: 

"God looks not at the oratory of your prayers, how 
elegant they may be; nor at the geometry of your prayers, 
hatv long they may be; nor at the ari thematic of your 
prayers, how many they may be; nor at the logic of your 
prayers, how methodical they may be; but at the sincerity 
of them. This is what he looks at." 

TWO FORMS If you're open to the possibility of a renewed quest for a more 
meaningful life of prayer, let me offer two suggestions, two 

forms that are good to start with. 

The first is that kind of prayer in which at the beginning of a new day 
we try to pre-live as best we can what that day may bring. God has given us 
the power to anticipate. And while there will always be those surprises and 
unpredictable intrusions, most of the things that will try us and harass us we 
know in advance. Not always, but often. Therefore, before the first call is 



- 4 -

made, before the first lesson is studied, the first letter dictated, try 
committing the day to God's care. As one once put it, "To talk with God 
before I talk with men". If you vdsh a book to guide you, try a page each 
day of Fosdick's classic, "The Meaning of Prayer", or Baillie's "A Diary of 
Private Prayer". And if you can't find time to do it in the morning, then 
try doing it at night before dropping off to sleep - commiting the coming 
night and day to God. 

The other form of prayer that's within our reach is what you call "flash" 
prayer. Few of us have time to sit down and engage in prolonged prayer 
recalling in detail the goodness of God as men did back in the Middle Ages. 

But there is always the possibility of offering up "flash" prayers as 
we move about the city. Prayers for those hanging on the same subway strap 
with us. Prayers for those crowded into the same elevator. Prayers for 
those behind us in line at the supermarket or the post-office. Prayers for 
those who teach, or work in the hospital, prayers for those who serve 
society in government. Prayers - as you ride a train through the ghettoes 
of city - for those who live in deplorable, intolerable conditions. Flash 
prayers. 

Some of this may sound overly simplistic to some of you, but neverthe
less I'm inclined to respond to something T. s. Eliot once said about 

"The end of all our exploring, 
Will be to arrive where we started, 

And know the place for the first time" 

CLOSING A freckle-faced boy was standing on the banks of the Mississippi 
River. Carefully he cast his eye up stream until a certain river 

boat came into sight. He took off his straw hat and began to wave the boat 
to shore, over and over again. A man who had been quietly watching from 
behind him said, "Sonny, don't be silly. That big boat won't stop here for a 
little lad like youn. 

But the man had hardly finished when the boat veered sharply and came 
to the spot where the boy was standing so that he could jump on. He scampered 
aboard, put his straw hat back on his head. He then leaned over the rail and 
called to the man standing there on the river bank, 

11 I a in 1 t so dumb mister. You see my 
daddy pilots this boat". 

We warm to that story for it reminds us of the deeper truth that there 
is a God who pilots this universe and listens to the needs of his children. 

PRAYER Remind us, 0 God, that "with thee all things are possible" and 
that our prayers and our deepest longings are heard by You. Help 

us to remember Jesus and hmv vital prayer was to His amasing life. And may it 
be so with each of us. Amen 

who listens ••• and responds to the calls of his children. 


