THE STORY OF JESUS
"Chapter I: His Birth 11
INTRODUCTION

Once again we have entered into the Season of Lent when
we shall review with eyes of faith the meaning of our
Lord's life and death. And once ag9.in, beginning today and following
on through the next five weeks leading up to Easter, I shall venture to
tell the Story of Jesus. I shall not tell it .1ust as it stands, but
I shall a.ttempt to tell it with enough commentary to make it live, to
make 4.t come alfve in order that you may relate certain aspects of his
life to your own life. I suppcse none of you will be hearing it for
the first time; for most of you it will be the same old, old story that
you have heard over and over again, a story th!q.t you first heard sitting
at your mother's knee. And yet in some strange way this particular
story never grows old, for it is a story about man and God; about life
and death; auf f'ering and sin, joy and sorrow, and above all, a story
of love.
It begins, like most stories about people begin, with hie birth.
It begins with sources and origins, and like a stream, those sources and
origins are sometimes very, very difficult to trace. rusts like those
that often lie low over the hills where streams have the~.r beginning,
lie also over the beginnings of this life that began in Galilee centuries
ago. Records were hat'd to keep in those days; there were notprinting
presses; there was no bureau of vi~al statistics located in City Hall
which stood on Main Street in Nazareth. And this too, in those days
there was much less concern and curiosity about the biogr~phical details
of private lives than there is today. Therefore, we are nmt surprised
to discover right here at the beginning of this story of Jesus' birth
that fact is mingled with legend. And our procedure here this morning
will be to first of all consider some of the facts, the known facts,
concerning the birth of Jesus, and then after having done this, we shall
spend some time considering those wonderful and beautiful legends that
have come to be associated with the birth of Jesus of Nazareth.
THE FACTS

The first fact in the story of Jesus is that he was born.
ThiS may sound like a strange and perhaps unnecessary thing
for me to say, and some of you may ask as to whether men have ever
doubted that he was born. And in answer to that question I would have
to say "yes' that there have been periods of history when men have
seriously doubted as to whether he was ever born and whether he ever
11 ved. No one seriously doubtS this fact today, but one hundred years
ago in the 19th Century when it "·'as fashionable for men to doubt everything, there were scholars who raised serious questions along this line.
But I think it is safe to say that all of these questions have been
answered and that no reputable schola. r or ;-1istorian seriously doubts
the fact that Jesus was born and that he lived. It is, I think, significant that he was born - that he did not just appear, that he did not
suddenly descend uuon the earth - full grown, as venus is said to have
appeared out of the sea. Jesus submitted to the discipline of growth
which is implied in the incident of birth, and all the hardships of
childhood and all of the agonies of adolescence, like ours, was a
gradual unfolding of a personality in all of its power and wonder.
nemember this that when God comes into human life, he does not often
take short cut e. He comes by way of the paths he himself ha.s made.
And so when Jesus C-'3.me into our world, he came by way of birth. this
is the first fact.
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He was born a Jew. Ibis is the second fact. The Jews were a
proud, but unhappy neople. They had had little success oolitically and
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militaristically and through the years had spent a great ryortion of time
under the domination of other peoples. They did have, however, an
extraordinary flair for rel ig1on. They wsre miles ahead of other
people in thi.s one area of life. And to their everlasting credit
stands the fact that they were the first C.:Jeoples to make the marriage
between reli~ion and ethics for which all of the world owes them a
debt. In other words, they realized that God was not only the source
of power, but also the source of moral law. I think one of the tragic
things about the history of the western world is that we are likely
to remember the Jews as the peovle who killed Jesus. We would do better
to remember them as the people who produced Jesus.
There are several other facts concerning his birth which should
be mentioned. He was born of humble parentage. Hie mother was Mary;
his father was Joseph, a carpenter in Nazareth. Joseph was a carpenter
with royal bbood in his veins; he could.trace his ancestry back through
eight centuries to the time of David. How much this means, we are not
al togther certain. The place of his Birth - Bethlehem 4- is fairly
certain although there are discrepancies which might make some scholars
question this. The date of hie birth? Scholars, for the most part,
put it about four years before the beginning of our era - 4 B. C.,
calculating it by the known dates of the rulers under whom these
events described transpired. So much for the fac·ts. Now let us con.~
sider the legends.
)
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THE LEGENDS

But before we consider some of the legends, let me just
say this. I think that most of us are a little frightened
by this word 11 legendtt especially when it is used in reference to anything that is religious. Somehow we think that a legend is something
not true, so that when anything is labeled a legend we are apt to
discredit it and set it to one side eyeing it rather suspiciously.
But let me remind you of this that at the heart and center of every
legend, there·is always a kernel of truth, a core of fact. Let me
say this: that every legend' always begins with a fragement of fact and
history. That oftentimes a legend can tell us mora about a person and
what he was like than all of the vblumes of documented history. So
therefore, do not be afraid of this word legend. They are the
attempt of men and women to say in story what they have come to believe
about a person; they are a tribute that men e.nd women humbly offer to
the people they adore.
As you know there are a c-luster of legends that have gathered
around the birth of Jesus. There is the wonderful legend that tells
us that' his mother knew even before he was born that he was destined to
be a King, and that she knew this not merely by a mother's intuition
or instinct, but by a message that came directly from God and was
delivered to her by the angel Gabriel. And then there is the legend
that tells us that Jesus was born in a stable, as if people wanted to
say from the very beginning that he was rejected right from the start,
that somehow or other there never "''as room for him in the world, even
at that precious mement of hie birth when normally the whole world
opens its heart and takes in a mother and her baby. There is the
legend that tells us that the angels sang when he was born and that a
star a.ppea,red in the sky, as if people were trying to say "This is a
momentous occrasion; this ie something that concerns more than just a
little village in Palestine - the repercussions of it echo from the very
skies themeel vee. tt And then there is the legend that tells us that
shepherds came to him from the fields, as though people wanted to make
it clear that it was the plain people who resnonded to him first, and
gladly. And then the legend of course about the astrol·e:rte·:ns ' the three
..
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wiseman who came from the east bringing the r&chest gifts they could
find, as though men were trying to sa.y that the leaders of though who
were popular in that day recognized the fact that their day was gone
and that the sun was setting for them and that from that time on the
center of life and thought would rest in this event that had taken place
in Bethlehem. And eo the legends have grown up around the birth of
Jesus, fragemente of fact wreathed with garlands of adoring tributes.
You remember that it was Abraham Lincoln who was born in a small
log cabin in Kentucky. You remember too that that little log cabin
has been enclosed in a massive Greek temp~e. People realized that there
was a massiveness about the life of Lincoln that the simple log cabin
might not indica.te to the untrained eye. And so as a powerful sign
of the fact that they h!O'.Ve not missed the massiveness of that life, they
built a massive Greek temple to crown the little log cabin. And so in
sincere1ty, sometimes misguided, sometimes misplaced, men have added
to the birth of Jesus the legends that seem to them true, to indicate
that here there was something momentous that a stable in Bethlehem
might not make clear to the untrained eye.
THE VIRGIN BIRTH

The question about the Virgin Birth still remains.
Is it fact or is it legend. Christians doonot
all agree. The majority of Christians accept the statements in
Matthew and Luke - that Jesus was born not of a human father, but
conceived by the spirit of God. The majority of Christians, I would say,
accent this statement as fact. Others are inclined to accent the silence
of Mark and John and Paul and every other writer of the NT - plus many
other considerations that we cannot go into at this time - as all nointin
toward legend. It is only fair for me to say to you that I myself belong this latter group. In which ever group you find yourself, it is
dangerous and unwise to be dogmatic about it. The important thing I think
is this: whether the story of the VB is true or not, whether 1 t is fact
or legend, the meaning is the same: Jesus came from God.
We all come from God. Our very lives are derived from a power
far greater than ourselves. If it were not @or God, we would not be
alive. But Jesus comes from God more directly - with a specific
intention; he comes to do what only God can do, to show us himself and
to save us from ourselves. People, I think, felt that from the very
beginning - at first perhaps only vaguely, but then as time went on,
with increasicg clarity. Here, they said, is one of the sons of men,
who is the Son of God. He comes from God to show us God and to save us
from ourselves, from our sins and selfishness. In time they c·ame to
say that Goa came in Jesus, and that 1n this human being there is a
strange, mysterious comingling of the divine and the human not to be
found elsewhere, so that in Him we see the Father and through him
we find life, forgiveness, reassurance, renewal and re-establishment in
the family of God. He was not just another person entering into the
difficult arena of life to be snuffed out in hie early 30's, but he was
a gift from God in whom there is life and light and love for us now and
for all times.
This then is the first chapter in the story of Jesus. It was this
same person who years later, as a young man, said to those who gathered
about him "Come and Follow Me". He wasn't 9.Sking for an opinion; he
wasn't looking for an endoresement of an idea; he was seeking a committment, a commitment to a particular way of life. And those who
responded and answered his call didn't stop to count the cost of disciple
ship. They knew very little of hie teaching. They didn't ston to
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And he i:1Eisted on their complete devotion. Recall some of his hard ~tnd
demanding words: "No man, no man" he said "having put his hand to the
rlough and looking back is fit for the Kingdom of God ••••••• and if any
man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me. Thou shalt love the love thy God with all they heart and
with all thy soul and mind and thy neighbor as thyself."
I've always been very fond of that imaginary co~versation
which is reported to have taken place between Jesus and the
angel Gabriel shortly after the ascension into heaven. Gabriel is asking
the Master w'- at plan he had made for completing hie work on earth. Jesus
answered: "I have asked Peter and James and John and some m.or.e down on
earth to make it the business of their lives to tell others, and the
others are to tell others, and the other still others, until everv man
has heard it and has had his life transformed by it". Gabriel stood in
meditation as though he saw a fla.w in the Master's plan. He said "Yes
master, but suppose that after a while Peter forgets and John somes some
of his enthusiasm and what if their successors way down in the 20th century get so busy and eo timid that they do not have the courage or the
time to work for you. What will you do then?" The vo:tce of Jesus answered
quietly and confidently, "I Haven't made any other plans. I'm counting
on them".
CLOSING

LET US PRAY

God, Our Father, at times we do become a little careless
about the things of the spirit. At times we do become
preoccupied with things far less important than the work that thou hast
called us to do. As we enter into this season of Lent, help each of us
to contemplate our own obligations and responsibilities ':'l.s followers of
the man from Galilee. HelJ us to give and never to count the cost;
to work without rest and reward save that of knowing and doing thy will.
Save us from narrow thinking. Help us to measure our lives by the life
of him who loved thee so much and cared so much for other people that it
upset the £=tatus quo of things in Jerusalem· and took him to the cross.
We ask this in his name. Amen.

---~·~----

ANNOUNCEMII:NTS
It is the custom of this church to observe the Sacrament of Holy
Communion on the first Sunday of each month, and participation
in the Lord's Supper in this Church is not limited i~ any sense of
the word. It is our conviction that the table of the Lord is open
to all who are sincerely trying to grow in their understanding of
the will of God and we tnvite all of you to come forward to his
table here this morning and trust that the time may be for you an
occasion of BJ iritual dedication and consecration. I would also
mention this that the service on communion Sunday does run
slightly longer than it does on the other Sundays of the month and
if for some reason you do not wish to receive the Sacrament here
this morning and desire to leave before the service has ended,
may I kindly suggest to you that your departure be made during
the singingof the second hymn.
I would aslo take a moment to exoress a word of friendly welcome to
the visitors worshipping with us.here today. We're delighted to have
you with us and we hope that you'll take a moment to sign our guest
book before you leave, and also if time permits to come and share in
the coffee hour fellowship which we have every Sunday immediately
following the service of worship.
The announcements concerning the various activities of our church
program are listed for you in the bulletin. I feel I should make
mention of the fact that our first special Lenten service had to be
cancelled due to the storm which prevented our guest speaker, Dr.
Booth from making satisfactory travel connections between Boston and
New York. He did reassure me on the telehpone on Friday morning
that he would gladly accept another date for the cancelled service,
and we are eugge at ing the 8th of April. (FridaY evening) •
We come now to that time in our service when all of us have an
opportunity to participate ••••
Earlier this past week, we rna lied out to all of our members and
many of our visiting friends, some helpful materials for the
observance of Lent. We included this year a LENTEN COVENANT
CARD which we asked you to carefully examine and fill out and
return with you today. If you have remembered to do this, we
would encourage you to place this Lenten Covenant on the
offering place along with your Sunday morning offering.
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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
March 6, 1960
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Bach
"0 Sacred Head"
Bach
"Have Mercy Lord"
HYMN No. 17 "From all that dwell below the skies"
CALL TO WORSHIP
(Standing)
THE GLORIA PATRI
FRAYER FOR PURITY
(Seated)
Almighty God1 unto whom all hearts are qpen 1
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love Thee, and worthilY magnif.y Thy Holy
Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen
THE LORD' S PRAYER
Page 525
THE SUMMARY OF THE DIVINE LAW
(The Choir)
THE KYRIE
"Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us"
-«-:HH~*
(Interval for ushering)
,, ,,- ·jotr•~CEMENT S
0..:> ' ~.H'fORY SOLO
"Lord Jesus Christ"
Barber
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS ln/ITH DOXOLOGY
~H!-***
(Interval for ushering)
SERMON
THE STORY OF JESUS
"Chapter lc His Birth"
Mr. Clarke
PRAYER
Choral Response
HYl\1N No. lll
"Fairest Lord Jesus"
THE HOLY COMMUNION RITUAL
The Invitation
(Standing)
Page 528
The General Confession (Seated)
Page 529
Prayer and Comforting Words
The Sursum Corda and the Sanctus
The Prayer of Consecration
Page 530
The Prayer of Humble Access (Said b,y all)
The Agnus Dei
(The Choir)
The Partaking of the Elements
The Prayer of Thanksgiving
Page 531
The Gloria in Excelsis (Standing)
HYMN No. 116 "How beauteous were the marks divine"
BENEDICTION
Choral Response
11
ORGAN POST'LUDE
Rest Ye Yet Awhile"
laach
ORGAN PRELUDE

THROUGH THE WEEK AT PARK AVENUE METHODIST CHURCH
SUNDAY, MARCH 6
9:30 A, M. Church School Classes for all ages.
11:00 A. M. Divine Worship. Holy eommunion, Sermon
by the Rev, Mr, Clarke,
TUESDAY, MARCH 8
2:00 P. M. WSCS Daytime Service Group. (4th floor)
6:30 P.1M, Fisherman's Club, Supper and calling,
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9
7:00 P. M. Choir rehears~l. (Basement Lounge)
THURSDAY, MARCH 10
8:00 P, M, Program Planning Committee Meeting. (4th
Floor Lounge)
FRIDAY, MARCH 11
7:00 P. M, Club 86 meets in the church basement,
OTHER NOTICES

-

Fellowship Hour with coffee served b.Y Mrs. Lucas, Miss
Allen, Miss Hofmeister, Mrs, Hull and Mrs, Minnix gives
us an opportunity to greet old friends and to make new
friends. Come to Fellowship Hall following the service
this morning where you will have an enj~able time.
Mrs. McKenney and Mrs. Altoonian are in charge of the
Care Hour which parents with pre-school children
find of great value. It meets from 10:45 to 12:45 ever,y
Sunday morning. Mr. :::Bowater, Mr. Paech, Mr. Montaneli,
Mr. Marget are serving as ushers this morning.
Nurse~

Copies of Mr. Clarke's sermon for last Sunday, "Two
Giants Face Each Other" are available, They have been
placed on the table in the Narthex next to the Guest
Book. If you would care to have a cop,y, take one•
The next meeting of the Woman's Society is scheduled
for one week from Monday evening, March 14th. The details concerning the program will be announced next week.
Men: Plan now to attend the La~en•s Annual Dinner to
be held March 17th at the White Plains Methodist Church,
Bishop Newell will be the guest speaker.

