
THE STORY OF JESUS 
"Chapter IV: The Ministry" 

INTRODUCTION The sermons on the Sunday mornings in Lent this year 
are atte~pting to tell the Story of Jesus, and thus 

far we have followed the details of that story from the time of his 
birth up through the temptation experience in the wilderness. We have 
lingered occ.asionally here and there along the way in the marglns of 
this great story lifting out certain details and where it has been 
possible relating those det.ail s to our own li vee. We come today to the 
fourth chapter in this story and I have entitled it: THE MINISTRY OF 
JESUS. 

THREE FAC~S The public career of Jesus began in Galilee shortly after 
his temptation experience in the wilderness. There are 

three facts concerning this public ministry that I would like you to 
keep in mind as we consider it and examine it in some detail here this 
morning. FIRST of all, remember that it covered very little ground. It 
was almost completely confined to the little province of Galilee. 
Galilee in the time of Jesus was thickly populated and yet it had nd 
im-nortance in the affairs of the world. It was just a little province 
in northern Palestine - sixty miles from north to south, thirty miles 
from east to west. The SEC'OND thing to keep in mind 1 s that this public 
ministry of Jesus lasted a very short time. Tradition tells us that 
it lasted three years. This tradition, as you know, is based upon the 
simple fact that in John's Gospel the Passover occurs three times, and 
the assumption is that Jesus celebrated three successive Passovers in 
Jerusalem and therefore hie public life lasted three years. However 
in recent times we have come to count not auite so much on John's 
Gospel for historical accuracy and chronology and we look to theeother 
three Gospels - Marki Matthew and Luke - and there we find reference 
to only one Passover. Therefore the conclusion of most people who read 
the Gospel carefully is that this ministry of Jesus lasted more likely 
about 18 months, or perhaps a little more than a year. And then the 
THIRD fact to remember is this that when it ended, as it did, it ended 
quite tragically. It ended when Jesus went to Jerusalem where he got 
into trouble with the authorities, with the leaders of orthodox 
religion of that time. At the time that it ended, it had accomplished 
ostensibly next to nothing. No organization had been set up; no 
institution had been created in order to carry on his work; no written 
documents of any kind had been published in order to preserve the things 
he had said. A few Galilean fishermen had been trained, but they 
scattered when an emergency arose. 

AND SO THE QUESTION that we are immediately confronted with here 
at the beginning of this sermon is this: how a public ministry, lasting 
a little more than a ye~, 1n a country about the size of the state of 
Rhode Island, with no tangible results at the end, could ever make such 
a deep and lasting impression upon the history of the human race. · I 
know of no simple answer to that question, but in working toward an 
answer suppose we consider for a little while here this morning a 
typical day in the life of Jesus. And this typical day is taken from 
that portion of scripture that I read t.o you this morning. 

A TYPICAL DAY The typical day that I have in mind was spent in the 
town of Capernaum.. Capernaum in the time of our Lord 

was a flourishing and properous community on the northern shores of the 
Sea of Galilee. Jesus, remember, had no permananttstat1on, no regular 
pulpit from which he spoke every Sunday. He traveled from town to town. 
He did not wait for the people to come to him; he went to the people. 
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On this particular day in Capernaum, he had with him four young 
friends- two pairs of brothers, Simon and Andrew, James and John. They 
were the ones he had chosen to travel with him. Later ontthis group was 
expanded to include eight. more. But at the beginning ae we pick up 
the story at. this point in the gospel, there were only f~ue of them, 
including Jesus. On Saturday, the Sabbath - the Jewish day of rest 
and worship, Jesus and his young companions all went to the synagogue 
in Capernaum. This was his custom we are told. And the synagogue 
you '11 recall was an organization carried on almost entirely by lay
men, and on this occ·asion they invited Jesus to preach. Aoparently 
they were in the habib of inviting visiting laymen interested in 
religion to preach. 

Jesus "talked" wherever he went. The story makes this clear. 
"Jesus came preaching". Oh, he had a wonderful way with words. He 
could tell a story in such a way that no one would ever forget it. 
He· could paint pie·tur·es with words. There was a directne.ss and 
simplicity about this speech that made it unlike any other speech. 
You could never miss his words. They were characterized by a certain 
extravagance. Remember how he once said uA rich man has as much chance 
of getting into the Kingdom of God as a camel has of going through the 
eye of a needle. n On another occasion he said "If you have faith 111le 
a tiny mustard seed, you c·an move mountains". And what about those 
words that we read as part of our responsive reading: "Judge not that 
ye be not judged - for with the judgment you pronounce you will be 
judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. Why do 
you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the 
log that is in your own eye". Hie speech was dramatic, vivid and 
extravagant. He made people member what he said. He could put volumes 
into a nutshell. "He that exalteth himself shall be abAsed, and he that 
numbleth himself shall be exalted". Wherever he went, he always 
talked and people wex·e compelled to listen. 

WHAT DID HE TALK ABOUT? You may wonder what it was that he talked 
about. Of course we have no way of knowing 

for sure what his exact words on this particular occasion might have 
been (no one was there taking it all down word for word). But 
invariably he talked about a kingdom. We can be sure of this. Every
body knew what a kingdom was; they all lived in a kingdom - the biggest 
and most powerful kingdom that the world had ever known and they lived 
under the most powerful ruler that the world had ever seen, Tiberius 
Caesar. So that the moment he began to talk to them about a kingdom, 
he was talking about something that they understood. But hie kingdom 
was different. The king of kingdom was God, the maker of heaven and 
earth, not Tiberiue Caesar. 

And I suppose if we wanted to put into one sentence (which is 
dangerous as well as difficult) what it was that made his teaching and 
talk different from everybody's else who stood before the people in 
the synagogues was this: I THINK JESUS TOOK THE RULE OF GOD SERIOUSLY. 
All the Jews at that time believed in the rule of God, but they didn't 
take it seri.ously. They would come together on a Saturday for a little 
while and sing about it in their hymns, and perhaps pray about it in 
their prayers, but this rule of God really didn't touch their lives 
or their daily living. 

Jesus, you see, came into their towns and began to talk about this 
Kingdom of God. He took it seriously. The key to the kingdom, as he 
talked to them about it, was love; it was unrestrained good will. And 
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the st,andarde of God's rule were unbelievably high - no lese than per
fection. Remember that. And you were admitted into this great and 
glorious kingdom not on the basis of achievement, but on the basis of 
your attitude of mind and heart. If you would, like a little child, 
trust God and accept his rule, then God would give you the kingdom. 
It wasn't anything you had to build or make; it was a life that God was 
ready to give to you. 

As Jesus talked to them about it, not only in their synagogue, but 
also in the out-of-doors, in small groups and in large ~roups, he tried 
to make them see certain things: if you really accept God rule in your 
life, that is the end of fear. If you completely eurredner your life 
to the rule of God and believe that whatever happens happens because 
God is king, you are never afraid of anythfung. There is released in 
you a vitality and a strength that makes for physical as well as spiritual 
well-being. If on the other hand you prefer to be your own ruler and 
to set your own standards and go your own way, then life will pass you 
by, and when the kingdom comes you will be left in outer darkness. 

And so you see as Jesus talked to the people about this kingdom, 
it was a threat to some, to the hard-hearted, to the mean, to the 
begrudging, to the people who wanted to get back at their enemies, to 
the narrow minded, to the people who lived selfish ans shriviled up 
lives and in whom.sthere was no loving kindness at all. It was a threat. 
For some it meant that their lives would have to change and their 
attitudes would have to grow. He came preaching this kingdom of God -
challenging the st1tus-quo, challenging orthodoxy. His message was 
full of controverJy. He not only comforted the afflicted, but he also 
afflicted the comfortable. And Jesus went f!Om town to town telling 
the people about this wonderful kingdom; it was life, abundant life 
under the rule of God. They were astonished at the things he said, but 
apparently the thing that made the biggest imprefsion on them was his 
sense of authority. He did not quote scripture very often; he seldom 
referred to authorities to substantiate what he said. He simply stood· 
before them and said: "The Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent. Believe 
this good news and enter into this new life" There was an authority 
about what he said and did that at irred them to the very depths. 

AND HE HEALED PEOPLE TOO The service in the synagogue was scarcely 
over when there was a disturbance in the 

congregation-; a man began to scream. It reminds me of something that 
happened here. in our own church a year ago last summer. A lady came 
in from the street and while the nreacher was preaching, she started to 
scream from the back of the church that what the preacher was saying was 
wrong. Some of you probably remember the incident. Thanks heavens I 
was not preaching. I was on vacation. But occasionally these things 
do happen. I'm sure I've said some things over the past few weeks that 
have made some of you want to scream out at me. That's your privilege, 
of course. But how fortunate we live in a land where we have freedom 
of speech, and that our church, a great church, honors the fread·om of 
the pulpit and respects the conscience of him who stands in the puln1t 
to preach the word of God. It's a great ch~rch that we have, and God 
forbid that the day shall ever coma when the pulpit in Amaricam is no 
longer free to apeak forth. 

A man began to scream. Jesus I 1M sure was startled. He had an 
unclean spirit; in those days his mental illness was described in 
those terms. People did not blame him for what he did; they said 
"He is possessed by a devil, he is not himself 11 • I 1m sure that when 
he started to scream everyone wonderwa what Jesus would do. He let the 
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man have his say and then he looked at him and pointed his fingsraJ'l 
and sate to the devils that he himself believed were pose.essing the 
man "Be still and come out of him". And there, before the congrega
tion, the man was cured. The devils did come out of him and he was 
again in his right mind. The people didn't know what to think. 

After the service was over they went to the home of Simon Peter 
in Capernaum where they were staying. And they had scarcely gotten 
inside the front door, when they were told that Peter's mother- in
law was not feeling well. We do not know exactly what her illness wa.s, 
but it is described to us in the New Testament as a "fever". Apparently 
it was nothing too serious, but bad enough to nut her to bed. They took 
Jesus to see her and he stood by her and spoke to her and she felt, 
as hundreds of others felt, the power of his personality. Her mind was 
taken completely off of herself and her own condition. All of her 
normal resources of health were set in motion and Jesus took her by 
the hand and lifted her up and the fever disappeared and she went about 
the task of getting them supper. 

In all of this we see the public career of Jesus set forhh in its 
simple strength. It consisted in telling the people about the kingdom 
of God and showing them what it was like. It was life and health and 
above all, it was love - unrestrainted good will. And when night time 
came, he went to bed, but before day break he got up and went out by 
himself into the hills to pray. His busy life was a constant rhytham 
to and fromt the people and back to God. And when Simon Peter came to 
find him next morning in order to take him back to Capernaum to meet 
more people, Jesus said: "Let us go into the next town that I may 
preach there also for that is why I came forth" And he went on from 
there through all Galille ·::.. teaching, preaching and healing. 

OBSERV.ATIONS And now as I have done on previous occasions, I would 
like to spend the few remaining minutes drawing briefly 

three observations from all of this. 

The first is this. This public career of Jesus was a ministry. 
This is what we would call it. It was a career designed to serve 
others. He showed us, I think, like no one else has ever shown us 
what the life of service really i~. like. And is it not true that a 
man's or a woman's career in life amounts to this: HOW MUCH USE HE IS 
TO OTHER PEOPLE. And let me just say this: as I observe life around 
me and consider those who are the happiest people I know, they are the 
people who are living this life of service, losing themselves in some 
way or other in ministering to others. And so I would say this to 
you as directly as possible: if you are engaged in a work in which 

-there is no possibility of your putting into that work this i~mmant of 
service or ministry, then get out of it. For life will have no meaning 
for you unless your public career becomes in some sense a ministry to 
others. 

The second observation is this that the ministry of Jesus began 
with God and not with men. What I mean to suggest to you to have you 
think about is that Jesus did not set out to reform the world, but to 
redeem lives and reconcile men and women to God. He did not go about 
the towns and villages of Palestine attemtpint to set up a welfare 
state, but rather to proclaim the kingdom of God. He was more con
cerned with the rule of God than with the rights of men. His ministry 
was a ministry of the Kingdom of God, and there is the paradoxical fact: 
he changed the world. He did not set up a single welfare agency, and 
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yet he has inspired all of the.m. He changed the world by first of all 
changing the heart.e of men. I think it is alwa.ys so. Who was it in 
the 18th Centruy in England who aid more in a practical way to maka 
life better for men and women. It was John Wesley, a man who was not 
interested specifically in reform, but in redeeming the lives of 
people and inviting them to enter the kingdom of God. Some times we 
tend to get the cart before the horse. I think we set our goals to 
near; our sight a to low. There are times when we must be prac·tical -
concerned with the rights of men. Don't misinterpret, but the real 
thing is that thing that comes when men have their eyes on the far
off kingdom - the realm of God which is the rule of love in human 
hearts. 

And the third observationp quite briefly, is that this ministry 
of Jesus which started so insignificantly 20 centuries ago has never 
ended. It dian 't seem to accompli ah very much in the beginning. People 
somehow remember what he said. They could never forget him and 
after the first shock of the cross had worn off, they begati to pick 
up and go on and show forth the life of the kingdom wherever they went; 
they talked about it all around the Mediterranean basin. They showed 
people what that life was like and that ministry has gone on until 
it comes right here to you and me, and sometimes even in spite of our 
weak efforts, that ministry still goes on. 

In 1905, a man stood in Times Square where 42na Street crosses 
Broadway, and as he watched the saarm of humanity, this ie what he 
wrote: 

"Where cro sa the crowded ways of life, 
Where sound the cries of race and clan, 

Above the noise of selfish strife, 
We hear thy voice, 0 Son of man. 

0 Master, from the mountain side, 
Make haste to heal these hearts of pain; 

Among these restless throngs abide, 
0 Tread the city's streets again;" 

LE] US PRAY: Accept, 0 God, these· thoughts. Purify them of their 
imperfections. Make us worthy of that great ministry 
that we have been called to perform in thy nama ••••• a 
ministry of love, a ministry of healing, a ministry 
which demands nothing but our very beet. We ask this 
in thy name. Amen 
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 27 1 1960 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

ORGAN PRELUDE Partita on "Sabat Mater" Douglas 
"Pax Vobisoum" Schubert 

CALL TO WORSHIP The Minister 
Hn~N No. 382 "Glorious things of Thee are spoken" 
INTROIT (Seated) "Ave Verum Corpus" Mozart 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (The people seated and bowed) 

Almighty and eternal God, who searches the hearts 
o£ men; we acknowledge and confess that we have sin
ned against Thee 1n thought, word and deed J that we 
have not loved Thee with all our heart an4 soul, with 
al~ our mind and strength; and that we have not loved 
our neighbor as ourselves. Forgive us our trangres• 
sions, and help us to amend cur ways, and or thine e• 
temal goodness direct what we shall be, so that we 
may henceforth walk in the way ot thy commandments, 
and do those things which are worthy in thy sight J we 
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION AND WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
THE LORD'S PRAYER ***** (Interval tor ushering) 
RECt;PTION OF NEW Hf,MBERS 
THE RESPONSIVE READING 
THE GLORIA PATRI 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles' Creed 

Choral Response 

Page S42 
Page ~77 

THE ANTHEM "0 Thou. To Whom In Ancient 71.me" 
Page 512 

Thiman 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Mark lt21-39 
VERSICLES AND RESPONSES (The Minister and the Choir) 
THE PASTORAL PRAYER Choral Response 
THE OFFERTORY SOLO "I Heard ~e Voice Of Jesus" 
THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS WITH DOXOLOGY 
H!MN ·fo, 116 "How beauteous were the marks divine" 
SERMON THE STORY OF JESUS Rev. Mr. Clarke 

"Chapter IVa "His ~nistr.v" 
"Whe" cross the crowded ways of life" HYMN No. 465 

BENED:ICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 

· Choral Response 
-"Now ~hank we all ,our God" Karg Elert 

THROUGH THE WEEK AT PARK AVENUE METHODIST CHURCH 

SUNDAY, MARCH 27 
9:30 A. M. Church School Classes for all ages. 

11:00 A. M. Divine worship, Reception of new members. 
6:30 P •. •M. Young Adult Fellowship. Fourth Floor. 

New members are always welcome at the meetings. 
TUESDAY, MARCH 29 

8:00 P. M. Special Committee meeting on Fourth Floor. 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30 

7:00 P. M. Choir rehearsal. Basement Lounge. 
FRIDAY, ~PRIL 1 

8:00 P. M. Lenten Service with Dr. Edwin P. Booth. 
He will present the biographical lecture "Al
bert Schweitzer". Corne and br.Lng your friends. 

OTHER NOTICES 

Coffee will be served in Fellowship Hall immediately 
after the service. Visitors, new-comers and any others 
W1 o wish to make closer contacts with the church are 
invited to come and enjo,y this friendly time. Hostess
es are Miss Munday, Miss Banks, Mise!. :Jurt.is, Mrs, M. 
Smith and Mrs, Snart. 

We are happy to welcome into the membership of our 
church today the following persons: Miss Bonnie Board• 
man, Miss Patricia Horrall, Miss Antonina Kroyer, Miss 
Sharon Pinkham and Mr. Paul Scott, Jr •• We hope our 
regular members will take it upon themselves to make 
these new members feel at home among us. 

Ushers today: Dr. Lucas, Mr. Black, Mr. Sundstrom, 
Dr. Hull, and Mr. Robinson. Mrs. William McKenney and 
Mrs. Ted Haviland are in charge of the Nurser,y Care 
Hour for infants and pre-school children. 

The coffee hour hostess schedule for the next three 
months has been sent to many of our church ladies. If 
you find it inconvenient to serve on the suggested day, 
please s~eak to Miss Hedman as soon as possible so that 
neeessar,y arrangements can be made. 
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We can't change conditions without first changing people. One of our oldest 
illusions is to look to external cures for social ills. Man's problem is man. Change 
comes from within, not from without. Something must happen to the hearts of men. 

There are enough Christians to change the world, but we are so afraid to stand 
up for Christ that our efforts are ineffectual. 

-]. WallaceHamilton 



---------l!'l"!'c-wuc::;Jup 
there will be recreation. 

::5 4. ............. ..:;> ............ \:;~---

Senior MYF 
The Senior MYF will join the young 

people from Washington-Park Church 
this Sunday afternoon for an outing at 
Goddard Park. Meet at the church at 

Minister iVhilecompleting his theological 
education at Boston University School 
of Theology. After receiving the Bache
lor of Sacred Theology Degree in 19 55 
he went to Alaska for the summer on a 
special assignment for the Methodist 
Board of Evangelism, and then to 


