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"LIKE PARENT, LIKE CHILD"
INTRODUCTION

A little boy was attending Church one Sunday with his grandmother. And everything was going along nicely until it came
time for the offering. The boy's grandmother began to search frantically for
her Sunday offering envelope, but she couldn't find it in her purse. She had
apparently left it at home. It was an embarrassing moment for her as she kept
looking through her purse for something to put into the plate. Her grandson
sensed her predicament, her dilemma. He whispered a solution to her, saying,
"Here, Grarnma •••• you take my quarter and
put it in ••• and I'll hide under the seat."
Children seem to have a way of learning from watching adults and let's
face it: that's how they often learn what is important in life. Schweitzer
once was asked, "How do you teach a child responsibility?" Remember his answer.
Three ways. Example • Example. Example.
Wayne Barrett who is something of a leader in the field of Christian
stewardship and finance tells of seeing a fifty dollar bill' in the offering plate
and how that spoke to him "louder than atl1' words". He saw just how i.M.port.ant
the church was to his parents and the other adults in that congregation where be
grew up by the gifts they made. And he says that it wasn't that those folks were
wealthy. Not at all. They were just committed. And seeing fifty dollar bills
and twenty and ten dollar bills in the Sunday offering plate taught him a lesson
he would remember all his life. The work of the church is important and its
members must take it seriously or it won't survive for long.
He also mentions in his book, The Church Finance Idea Book, that his church
didn't use weekly offering envelopes. A number of churches don't. His point is
that there is a teaching value in letting children see what their elders are
contributing to the church of Christ. Or, at least we can talk about it •. How
many of us have ever sat down and discussed our girts to the church with our ·
children? It's much easier, I snppose, to give them a quarter and send them on
their way which reminds me of a story ••• some of you may have heard it before.
Three boys were putting their offerings in at Sunday School. It was
customary for them to say a verse of Scripture as they went forward and dropped
in their gifts. The first boy said, "The Lord loves a cheerful giver" and with
a warm smile he put in his offering. The second boy went forward and paused
for a moment and then said, "It is better to give than to receive" and "in" went
his gift. The third boy walked slowly up to the front, stood there thinld.ng
and then said, "A fool and his money are soon parted".
TODAY'S TEXT

Turning to our Biblical text (which is, once again, taken
from the 22nd chapter of Matthew •••we've been there for the
last two or three Sundays), we find the Pharisees once again plotting against
Jesus. They had a question for Hint. You see they were trying to trap Him
into saying something that would discredit Him. They wanted to silence Him. and
make Him look bad in front of the crowd. Being the hypocrites that they were,
they baited Him with a compliment. One of them said to Him,
"Teacher •••we know that You are sincere and teach
the way of God in accordance with truth •••• "
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What was that? They didn't believe that for a moment, but they wanted the
-people who were listening to think that they were giving Jesus a fair chance,
a fair hearing. That's wQy- they spoke that way.
Then they put to Him a "loaded" question. They asked, "Is it lawful to
pay taxes to the Emperor or not?" Uh-oh. If Jesus says it's all right to pay
taxes to the Roman government, then He will lose face with the majority of his
audience. For the pious Jew it was offensive to pay taxes to the hated Romans.
Paying taxes was tantamount to supporting this foreign occupation. On the other
hand, if Jesus says it's wrong to pay taxes, then He'll be in trouble with the
Romans. He will be seen as siding with the revolutionaries who want to overthrow the Roman government. vle 1 d call it a "no-win" situation.
So what does He do? He was no fool. I think He lmew that the Pharisees
were trying to trap Him. Fortunately' He was wiser than they. He asks, "Show
Me the coin used for the tax". He's engaging in a bit of suble strategy.
One of the Pharisees produces a Roman coin .f'rom his pocket. Little did the
Pharisee realize that in even possessing a Roman coin he alrea~ was well on
the way to losing this argument.
The Jewish people found the inscription on the Roman coins offensive.
It sais, "Tiberius Caesar, Son of the Divine Augustus, Pontifex MaxiMus". And
to the pious Jew the very inscription on the Roman coin was a deliberate break
with the Ten Commandments which prohibit "graven images". For these and other
reasons the Jewish people did not use Roman coins. They had their own temple
currency. In pulling a Raman coin out of his pocket the Pharisee was already
revealing which side he was on.
USE OF MONEY SHCMS WHICH SIDE 'i'IE' RE ON

And maJ"be that's true for us as
well. I think the use of ou.r
money shows which side we're really on. What's the line from the scripture•?
''Where a person's treasure is, there is his heart also".
If someone wanted to know what you and I truly value in this world, all
they would have to do is look at our check book and our calendar. -Where we
spend our money and where and hoW we use our time is apt to reveal a lot about
ourselves. I lmow of people who value their cars more than they value God, and
some are clergy! Many of us value our leisure time more than we do God and the
concerns of the church.
Ma~ years ago I preached a sermon on stewardship in which I lifted up the
importance of pledging. I recall getting into a conversation at the door
following the service with a disgruntled member who asked me, ''Where in the
Bible do you find anything about pledging?" Like so many of us this man was
uncomfortable being challenged to pledge to his church.

It was a difficult moment for me for I thought the world of this gentleman. He was in his seventies and was the former head of US Rubber. He had
left Christ Church down the Street at Park and 60th because he felt it was too
fancy ••• back then the ushers wore white gloves and morning coats. Mr. Logan
and I became good .f'riends. But that morning as he challenged me, I managed to
avoid being defensive and said to Bill Logan rather good-naturedly,
"Bill'h.that's a good question. Let's get together
over lunch this week and talk about it •••• "
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He agreed and a time and place were set. He invited me to have lunch at t,he
University Club, 60th and Firth Avenue, as I recall. I don't get there Terf'
often and that was mr first ttme •••• but not my last. One other time •••

we sat there, overlooking Fifth Avenue and the Plaza, and after placing
an order, I said to him, "That's was a good question you. raised, Bill ••• it made
me do some thinking" I tried to explain to him that the Bible is full or
references to pledging to which he replied, "Come on now, pastor" ••• for he knew
that ministers do have a way of exaggerating.
I told him that I had looked up the word, "pledge" in a Bible dictionary.
I had written down some or the words I found there that pertain to pledging,
such as "comit,. promise, dedicate, devote, covenant, vow" - all familiar
Biblical words. I think I got him to the point where he began to think more
about stewardship as I tried to ex-plain to him that,

"Christian stewardship is merely a reflection of our
spiritual commitment to Christ ••• that stewardship is
first of all our response to God."
Slowly~ friend's attitude about pledging changed as a result of this
luncheon encounter. I think he a~ays had a bit or trouble with it and he was
always generous in giving to his church, bu.t we never lmew whether rre could
count on him or not. It was pretty much left to how he was feeling on -the
one or two Sundays of the month that he came to church. Tough to run a church that way.

Yes, how we use our money does reveal a lot about ourselves and which side
we're on. Jesus went on to expose the Pharisees as hypocrites. They said one
thing, but their lives said the opposite. Picture Jesus taking a coin and
asking them, "Whose head is this and whose title?" Without a moment's thought,
the Pharisees answer, "The Emperor's" Quietly Jesus says,
"Give to the emperor the things that are the
emperor's and to God the things that are God's"
You see when an emperor came to power he would have coins minted with his
name and likeness on it. That would signify that the coins belonged to him. In
his answer Jesus said the coins already belonged to the emperor, so give them
back to him. Give to him what belongs to him and give to God what belongs to
God.
ALLEGIANCE TO GOD

Jesus was trying to get the Pharisees to consider what
was really important, namely their,allegiance to God.
And the same, I feel, is true for us tod~.
At times we all get caught up in all sorts or activities, but we need to
continually to step back and ask ourselves, "What is the most important thing
in my life, the most important thing in lif'e. And what do I really care about?"
And when we answer those questions, it will come to show in our stewardship of
all or life, including our material possessions. Values - yes, the V wordt
I once read that the late D~ Thomas lost his life savings of $ 600.00
at a time when he was out or work. He and Rosie, his wife, had a baby on the
way and they needed money. D~ worked at part-time jobs then so that Rosie
would have money far groceries. He also borrowed money trom friends. It was a
tough ttme in his life.

- 4A week before the baby was born, Da.IllV Thomas had a grand total of seven
dollars and eighty-five cents to his name. What would he do? Da.nny- would
later recall that, "My' despair led me to my first exposure to the powers of
faith".
One Sunday morning Darll1T got up and went to church. When the offering
plate was passed he put in his "usual one dollar bill" (as he pnt it). But
something unexpected happened that day. A special missions appeal was being
taken and the priest explained where the mission offering would go and Dann,y
felt he had to give something. He said that he really got carried away and
ended up giving seven dollars ••• or just a bit less than that. He had given
away all his money that Sunday morning. What in the world had he done? And
he said got up and walked to the altar rail, got down on his knees and prayed,
"Look •••• I've given my last seven bucks. I need it back
tenfold because I've got a kid on the way and I have to
pay the hospital bill."
He went home with about eight-five cents in his pocket ••• all the money
had had in the world. He later wrote this,
"You won't believe this, but the very next·morning the
phone rang in the rooming house hall" It was a job
offer. He was offered a part in a commercial. The job
wasn't much, but the pay was good ••• seventy-five dollars.
He remembered •••• "! literal~ dropped the telephone receiver ••••• tirst, I whooped with joy, but then an eerie
feeling came over me" as he remembered what he had prayed
at the church altar the day before.
"The seventy-five dollar fee unheard of for me was almost
exactly ten tirrtes the amount of money I had donated to the
.church."
The important thing here is not that Da.lllV' Thomas received a "ten-fold"
return on his money. He might have done just as well at the race track. The
important thing was Da~ Thomas' life-long allegiance to God and those of
you who are familiar with his life story know that St. Jude's Hospital for
Children stands today as silent testimony to that allegiance.
Often when God asks us, "What will you give?" we take the bit that we can
spare, the part we can easi~ give and offer it up to God. The auestion is one
of total allegiance·. We need to ask ourselves just how committed are we? B11t
there is one thing more we need to see and remember.
JOY IN GIVING

And that is that there is also great joy in giving. Jesus
outwitted the Pharisees at their own game. Notice that

after He told them,
"Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the
emperor's, and to God the things that are God' s ••••• "
they were speechless. They had no more questions for Him. Matthew reports that
"They were amazed and they lert Him and went away". So many or us go through life
without discovering the joy that there is in giving. We so often hear the truth,
but "go away" without another word.

I

"

- 5-

I can remember so well back when I was fourteen and got MY' first steady
job, as a paper boy in MY' hometown upstate. My parents introduced me 'way
back then the idea of tithing, of putting aside 10% of mT .little weekly
income. Oh, it hurt at first. I was only making five dollars a week and to
give fifty.cents of it to charity or the church ••• but then I discovered the
joy that went along with that girt. It made me feel so good. In 11\Y crazy
way of looking at things back there fifty years ago, it seemed that whenever
I got worried about a job ••• as long as I kept tithing and giving, the Lord
opened up doors for me. Or, so it seemed. It's been that way JJT entire life.
There is a joy in giving. You've felt it. I've felt it. I hope you
have sonething of that "joy deep down in your heart" as you think about your
giving to others in 1994. And if you have not yet discovered that joy, friend,
it's not to bt~.
~t me sum it all up here at the end. Children learn
what's important from watching adults. The use of our
money and our time reflects across a lifetime just which side we're really
on. Let's hope you're "on the Lord's side". When Jesus made this remark to
the Pharisees, He was trying to get them to consider their allegiance to
God. "Give to the emperor the things tha.t· are the emperor's and to God, the
things that are God's". As you do, I believe you will find a measure of jor
that will make all the difference in your life.

SUMMING IT UP

Our prayer, in these mOITlents, 0 God, is something of a silent
searching of ourselves. Wrestle with us in those dark and
hidden corners of our lives and bring us out into the light and peace and
joy of your Kingdom. We have been so richly blessed. Help us to open our
hearts as we never have before, remembering that to whom much is given, much
also is expected. In the spirit of Christ, we pray. Amen.

PRAYER
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"LIKE PARENT, LIKE CHILD"
INTRODUCTION

A little boy was attending Church one Sunday with his grandmother. And everything was going along nicely until it came
time for the offering. The boy's grandmother began to search frantically for
her Sunday offering envelope, but she couldn't find it in her purse. She had
apparently left it at home. It was an embarrassing moment for her as she kept
looking through her purse for something to put into the plate. Her grandson
sensed her predicament, her dilemma. He whispered a solution to her, saying,
"Here, Gramma •••• you take my quarter and
put .it in ••• and I'll hide under the seat."
Children seem to have a way of learning from watching adults and let's
face it: that's how they often learn what is important in life. Schweitzer
once was asked, "How do you teach a child responsibility?" Remember his answer.
Three ways. Example. Example. Example.
Wayne Barrett who is something of a leader in the field of Christian
stewardship and finance tells of seeing a fifty dollar bill in the offering plate
and how that spoke to him "louder than any words". He saw just how important
the church was to his parents and the other adults in that congregation where he
grew up by the gifts they made. And he says that it wasn't that those folks were
wealthy. Not at all. They were just committed. And seeing fifty dollar bills
and twenty and ten dollar bills in the Sunday offering plate taught him a lesson
he would remember all his life. The work of the church is important and its
members must take it seriously or it won't survive for long.
He also mentions in his book, The Church Finance Idea Book, that his church
didn't use weekly offering envelopes. A number of churches don't. His point is
that there is a teaching value in letting children see what their elders are
contributlng to the church of Christ. Or, at least we can talk about it •. How
manr of us have ever sat down and discussed our gifts to the church with our
children? It's much easier, I suppose, to give them a quarter and send them on
their way which reminds me of a story ••• sone of you may have heard it before.
Three boys were putting their offerings in at Sunday School. It was
customary for them to say a verse of Scripture as they went forward and dropped
in their gifts. The first boy said, "The Lord loves a cheerful giver" and with
a warm smile he put in his offering. The second boy went forward and paused
for a moment and then said, "It is better to give than to receive" and "in" went
his gift. The third boy walked slowly up to the front, stood there thinking
and then said, "A fool and his money are soon parted".
Turning to our Biblicv~l text (which is, once again, taken
from the 22nd chapter of Matthew •••we've been there for the
last two or three Sundays), we find the Pharisees once again plotting against
Jesus. They had a question for Him. You see they were trying to trap Him
into saying something that would di~credit Him.. They wanted to silence Him and
make Him look bad in front of the crowd. Being the hypocrites that they were 1
they batted Him with a compliment. One of them said to Him,
TODAY'S TEXT

"Teacher •••we know that You are sincere and teach
the way of God in accordance with truth ••• •"
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What was that? They didn't believe that for a moment, but they wanted the
'people who were listening to think that they were giving Jesus a fair chance,
a fair hearing. That's wb1 they spoke that way.
Then they put to Him a "loaded" question. They asked, "Is it lawful t0
pay taxes to the Emperor or not?" Uh-oh. If Jesus says it's all right to pay
taxes to the Roman government, then He will lose face with the majority of his
audience. For the pious Jew it was offensive to pay taxes to the hated Romans.
Paying taxes was tantamount to supporting this foreign occupation. On the other
hand, if Jesus says it's wrong to pay taxes, then He'll be in trouble with the
Romans. He will be seen as siding with the revolutionaries who want to overthrow the Roman government. vle 'd call it a "no-win" situation.
So what does He do? He was no fool. I think He knew that the Pharisees
were trying to trap Him. Fortunately He was wiser than they. He asks, "Show
Me the coin used for the tax". He's engaging in a bit of suble strategy.
One of the Pharisees produces a Roman co.in from his pocket. Little did the
Pharisee realize that in even possessing a Roman coin he alreaqy was well on
the way to losing this argument.
The Jewish people found the inscription on the Roman coins offensive.
It sais, "Tiber ius Caesar, Son of the Divine Augustus, Pontifex Maximus". And
to the pious Jew the very inscription on the Roman coin was a deliberate break
with the Ten Commandments which prohibit "graven images". For these and other
reasons the Jewish people did not use Roman coins. They had their own temple
currency. In pulling a Roman coin out of his pocket the Pharisee was already
revealing which side he was on.
USE OF MONEY SH<MS WHICH SIDE WE'RE ON

And maybe that's true for us as
well. I think the use of our
money shows which side we're really on. What's the line from the scripture•?
"Where a person's treasure is, there is his heart also".
In someone wanted to know what you and I truly value in this world, all
they would have to do is look at our check book and our calendar. Where we
spend our money and where and hoW we use our time is apt to reveal a lot about
ourselves. I know of people who value their cars more than they value God, and
some are clergy! Many of us value our leisure time more than we do God and the
concerns of the church.
Maqy years ago I preached a sermon on stewardship in which I lifted up the
importance of pledging. I recall getting into a conversation at the door
following the service with a disgruntled member who asked me, "Where in the
Bible do you find anything about pledging?" Like so many of us this man was
uncomfortable being challenged to pledge to his church.
It was a difficult moment for me for I thought the. world of this gentleman. He was in his seventies and was the former head of US Rubber. He had
left Christ Church down the Street at Park and 60th because he felt it was too
fancy ••• back then the ushers wore white gloves and morning coats. Mr. Logan
and I became good friends. But that morning as he challenged me, I managed to
avoid being defensive and said to Bill Logan rather good-naturedly,
"Bill'll·~. that's

a good question. Let's get together
over lunch this week and talk about it •••• "
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He agreed and a time and place were set. He invited me to have lunch at the
University Club, 60th and Fifth Avenue, as I recall. I don't get there Terr
often and that was ~ first time.

we sat there, overlooking Fifth Avenue and the Plaza, and after placing
an order., I said to him, "That's was a good ·question you raised, Bill ••• it made
me do some thinking" I tried to explain to him that the Bible is full of
references to pledging to which he replied, "Come on now, pastor" ••• for he lmew
that ministers do have a way of exaggerating.
I told him that I had looked up the word, "pledge" in a Bible dictionary.
I had written down some of the words I found there that pertain to pledging,
such as "commit promise, dedicate, devote, covenant, vow" - all familiar
Biblical words. I think I got him to the point where he began to think more
about stewardship as I tried to explain to him that,
"Christian stewardship is merely a reflection of our
spiritual commitment to Christ ••• that stewardship is
first of all our response to God."
Slowly mf friend's attitude about pledging changed as a result of this
luncheon encounter. I think he always had a bit of trouble with it and he was
always generous in giving to his church, but we never Imew whether rre could
count on him or not. It was pretty much left to how he was feeling on the
one or two Sundays of the month that he came to church. Tough to run a church that
Yes, how we use our money does reveal a lot about ourselves and which side
we're on. Jesus went on to expose the Pharisees as hypocrites. They said one
thing, but their lives said the opposite. Picture Jesus taking a coin and
asking them, "Whose head is this and whose title?" Without a moment's thought,
the Pharisees answer, "The Emperor's" Quiet~ Jesus says,
"Give to the emperor the things that are the
emperor 1 s and to God the things that are God's"
You see when an emperor came to power he would have coins minted with his
name and likeness on it. That would signif.r that the coins belonged to him. In
his answer Jesus said the coins already belonged to the emperor, so give them
back to him. Give to him what belongs to him and give to God what belongs to
God.
ALLEGIANCE TO GOD

Jesus was trying to get the Pharisees to consider what
was really important, namely their allegiance to God.
And the same, I feel, is true for us tod~.
At times we all get caught up in all sorts of activities, but we need to
continually to step back and ask ourselves, "What is the most important thing
in m,y life, the most important thing in life. And what do I really care about?"
And when we answer those questions, it will come to show in our stewardship of
all of life, including our material possessions.
I once read that the late Danny Thomas lost his life savings of $ 600.00
at a time when he was out of work. He and Rosie, his wife, had a baby on the
way and they needed money. Danny worked at part ..time jobs then so that Rosie
would have money for groceries. He also borrowed money .from friends. It was a
tough time in his life.

- 4A week before the baby was born, Danqy Thomas had a grand total of seven
dollars and eighty-five cents to his name. What would he do? Da.nny- would
later recall that, "My despair led me to my first exposure to the powers of
faith".
One Sunday morning Danny got up and went to church. When the offering
plate was passed he put in his "usual one dollar bill" (as he put it). But
something unexpected happened that day. A special missions appeal was being
taken and the priest explained where the mission offering would go and Danny
felt he had to give something. He said that he really got carried away and
ended up giving seven dollars ••• or just a bit less than that. He had given
away all his money that Sunday morning. What in the world had he done? And
he said got up and walked to the altar rail, got down on his knees and prayed,
"Look •••• I've given my last seven bucks. I need it back
tenfold because I've got a kid on the way and I have to
pay the hospital bill."
He went home with about eight-five cents in his pocket ••• all the money
had had in the world. He later wrote this,
"You won't believe this, but the very next·morning the
phone rang in the rooming house hall" It was a job
offer. He was offered a part in a commercial. The job
wasn't much, but the pay was good ••• seventy-five dollars.
He remembered •••• "I literal:lT dropped the telephone receiver ••••• first, I whooped with joy, but then an eerie
feeling came over me" as he remembered what he had prayed
at the church altar the day before.
"The seventy-five dollar fee unheard of for me was almost
exactly ten times the amount of money I had donated to the
church."
The important thing here is. not that Danqy Thomas received a "ten-fold"
return on his money. He might have done just as well at the race track. The
important thing was Danny Thomas' life-long allegiance to God and those of
you who are fam.iliar with his life story know that St. Jude's Hospital for
Children stands today as silent testimony to that allegiance.
Often when God asks us, "What will you give?" we take the bit that we can
spare, the part we can easily give and offer 1t ll:P to God. The Otlestion is one
of total allegiance. We need to ask ourselv.es just how committed are we? But
there is one thing more we need to see and remember.
JOY IN GIVING

And that is that there is also great joy in giving. Jesus
outwitted the Pharisees at their own game. Notice that

after He told them,
11

Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the
emperor's, and to God the things that are God's ••••• "

they were speechless. They had no more questions for Him. Matthew reports that
"They were amazed and they left Him and went away". So many of us go through life
without discoveri-ng the joy that there is in giving. We so often hear the truth,
but "go away" without another word.

,

- I can remember so well back when I was fourteen and got ~ first steady
job, as a paper boy in my hometown upstate. My parents introduced me 'way
back then the idea of tithing, of putting aside 10% of ~ little weekly
income. Oh, it hurt at first. I was only making five dollars a week and to
give fifty cents of it to charity or the church ••• but then I discovered the
joy that went along with that gift. It made me feel so good. In ~ crazy
way of looking at things back there fifty years ago, it seemed that whenever
I got worried about a job ••• as long as I kept tithing and giving, the Lord
opened up doors for me. Or, so it seemed. It's been that way ~ entire life.
There is a joy in giving. You've felt it. I've felt it. I hope you
have sonething of that "joy deep down in your heart" as you think about your
giving to others in 1994. And if you have not yet discovered that joy, friend,
it's not to late.
SUMMING IT UP

Let me sum it all up here at the end. Children learn
what's important from watching adults. The use of our
money and our ttme reflects across a lifetime just which side we're really
on. Let's hope you're 11 on the Lord's side". When Jesus made this remark to
the Pharisees, He was trying to get them to consider their allegiance to
God. "Give to the emperor the things that. are the emperor's and to God, the
things that are God's". As you do, I believe you will find a measure of joy
that will make all the difference in your life.

Our prayer, in these moments, 0 God, is something of a silent
searching of ourselves. Wrestle with us in those dark and
hidden corners of our lives and bring us out into the light and peace and
joy of your Kingdom. We have been so richly blessed. Help us to open our
hearts as we never have before, remembering that to whom much is given, much
also is expected. In the spirit of Christ, we pray. Amen.

PRAYER

VISITORS:

Sunday, October 17, 1993
Weather:

Cloudy and overcast.

Attendance:
201
200
174
177
158
180
147

1992:
1991:
1990:
1989:
1988:
1987:
1986:

Cleared up in afternoon.

140 adults and 20 children.
1985:
1984:
1983:
1982:
1981:
1980:
1979:

208
165
181
183
165
180
191

Total: 160
1978:
1977:
1976:
1975:
1974:
1973:
1972:

190
160
147
172
155
146
163

BACK AGAIN LIST

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

1.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14.

15.

Jobeth Moad:

Second visit. Coffee Hour. Knows Fred Heringes. Choir
Prospect. Met Lyndon. Soprano. Will join choir on Nov. 7th.
Kevin O'Neal: 2nd Sunday. Coffee Hour. Jazz musician.
Cynthia Murphy': 3rd visit. Coffee Hour. Friend of Kristi Barclay.
Dana Hotter and boy f'riend, Tim. Reddish hair. Early to mid 20's.
Robyn Deaton: 4th visit. Coffee hour.
Lisa Paterson: 3rd visit. Dark, curly' hair. New Orleans.
Kra1 Newlin: coffee hour. 5th visit.
Shannon Daneey-: with Karl. Coffee hour. Tall, blonde.
Ramona Goldman: choir. 6th visit.
Pat Sterling: 401 E. 86th Street. With Dan Boone. 2nd visit.
Doug McPheters: coffee hour. About his 2oth visit.
Dorothy Greet: coffee hour.
About her 2oth visit.
Ann Pearl Gary
Lillie Rkein
Evelyn Thayer

(No new names in Guest Book and no visitor cards
received from ushers for PC. Check offering
envelopes to see if any new names appear there.)

-.
VISITORS:

Sunday, October 10, 1993

Weather:

Clear.

Attendance:

1992:
1991:
1990:
1989:
1988:
1987:
1986:

1.

IT

Cool.

I Columbus Day Weekend
Forties ...

154 Adults and 24 children.

181
150
179
163
154
198
167

1985:
1984:
1983:
1982:
1981:
1980:
1979:

Ms. Tania. Batson:

177
160
218
194
215
205
200

TOTAL 178

1978:
1977:
1976:
1975:
1974:
1973:
1972:

180
173
154
190
171
180
178

225 East 76th Street, #lB
New York, NY 10021
Telephone: Nothing listed

---

Pink card. Letter. Signed visitor card. 24-29 age group .. Married.
UM tie with West End UM, Nashville. PC knows Tania's dad and mother.
Her dad is Dr. F. Tom Trotter.

2.

IT

Ms. Jobeth Moad:

Pink card.

3.

IT

473 Columbus Ave., #3B
New York, NY 10024
Telephone:
Letter.

Ms. Janet Robinson:

Signed guest book.

1641 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10128
Telephone: 534-5546

Pink card. Letter. Signed guest book.
trench coat."
(Sharon's description)

4.

IT

Ms. Kelly Hasey:

Pink card.

5.

IT

Greeted at door by PC.

"Short, black hair.

Green

70 East 96th Street
New York, NY 10128
Letter.

Ms. Janice Motsiger:

Sh~ron

picked up her name at door.

123 West 13th Street
New York, NY 10011

Pink card. Letter. Sharon got her name at door.
background. "30ish. 5'4")

North Carolina

( over )

- 2 -

'
BACK AGAIN:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Olga Broomfield
Faith A1feri: 121 East 82nd St.
Robyn Deaton
Laurie Johnson
Cynthia Murphy
Lisa Rhodes: sparkle in Eves
Mrs. Otto
Duke and Nancy Wellington: Their 28th Anniversary, Oct. 1, '93
Phyllis and Robert
Lisa Paterson (Sept. 24)
Dana Hotter
Tracy Thomas
Robert Prysock
Tara Timmerman
Ramona Goldman
Rachel Marston

ALSO:
Jane Adams Levi:

former active choir member.

Mary Ellen Kris' mother died. Mark will call.
Jerry Loughvan. October 3, 1993.

OS. with daughter.

•
\.

ANTHEM:

"Cantique de Jean Racine"

TRUSTEES TO MEET

"O Redeemer divine, our sole hope of
salvation, eternal light of the earth and
the sky, we kneel in adoration. 0 Savior,
turn on us Thy loving eye.
Send down on us the fire of Thy grace
all consuming, whose wonderous might dispersed the powers of hell and rouse our
slumbering souls with Thy radiance, that
they may waken Thy mercy to tell.
0 Christ, bestow Thy blessing on us,
we implore Thee, who here are gathered
on penitent knee. Accept the hymns we
chant to Thine eternal glory and these
Thy gifts we return unto Thee!"
ORGAN POSTLUDE
The organ postlude - a final offering
of our praise to God - is played after the
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite
you to share in the beauty of it.

STUDY GROUPS
The "Hounds of Heaven" meet on Tuesday
evening at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall. Jim Brock
and Ted Locke are leading the group in a study
of The First Dissident. The Aldersgate Class
meets on Wednesday evening at 7 pm in Fellowship Hall. New friends as well as old ones
are invited to be part of either group.
BUDGET MEETING
The Finance Committee meets this Thursday
evening at 7:30 pm to begin work on the 1994
operating budget of the Church.
EDUCATION COMMITTEE TO MEET
The Education Committee will meet on
Thursday evening, October 14th, at 7:30 pm.

FOR THOSE WHO SING
New members are always welcome to audition to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are
held Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the downstairs Choir Room.
PICK UP YOUR COPY
Be sure to pick up your copy
October issue of our monthly news
"A Word In Edgeways". Copies are
door in the narthex as well as on
table in the Russell Room.

The Trustees will meet on Monday evening
at 7:30 pm in the fourth floor library.

of the
sheet,
by the
the

LOOKING AHEAD
The Fall Church Conference is scheduled
for Monday evening, October 18th, at 7:30 pm.
Circle the date and plan to attend. We hope
to have 100 people present for it.
NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN
Persons interested in strengthening a
tie with the church in December are invited
to be in touch with Mr. Clarke.

FALL RUMMAGE SALE
The date of this year's Fall Rummage
Sale is Saturday, October the 23rd. Workers
are needed for it, not only the day of the
sale but also several evenings of the preceding week. There's lots of sorting to be
done.
Now's the time to go through your closet
and get rid of some of the things you are no
longer wearing. Bring them to the Church.
We'll turn them into dollars for the United
Methodist City Society Summer Camp program
of Camp Olmsted. The John J. Risley Fund
for the Homeless of our church also shares
in the proceeds.
Pick up some fly~s and take them along
with you. Post them in your neighborhood and
spread the word.
Be in touch with Dianne Keller at 876-2037.
(evenings) if you can lend a hand.
"FAIR" SHARE
Be sure to do your "Fair" share for the
November 20th Church Fair. You can help by
donating items to sell. We sell a wide
variety of things: The Collectible Table
needs anything that may resemble an antique.
The Boutique Table is looking for jewelry.
The Toy Table will take all the old toys that
the kids no longer play with. We are even
asking for interesting personal services which
may be sold on the Promise Tree.
If you have
anything (even an idea) that fits in please
contact Wayne Wiebe at 201/798-5836, or Jane
Chaney at 718/515-9028. Do your "Fair" share.
~'~f;~:1~tr;;~~*

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Today is World Communion Sunday. As we
celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion
together, let us also make a thoughtful and
generous response to our World Communion appeal for which an envelope is enclosed in the
bulletin. The need is great. Your gift is
deeply appreciated.
TODAY'S PREACHER

~

We welcome Dr. Robert J. Harmon, Deputy
General Secretary of the World Division of
the Board of Global Ministries of the United
Methodist Church, to our pulpit this morning.
As Deputy General Secretary, he oversees a
worldwide program of our United Methodist
Church in 79 countries and helps to administer
an annual budget of twenty-three million
dollars. This is the largest mission program
of any mainline Protestant denomination.
FOLLOWING THE SERVICE
In place of our regular coffee hour,
we shall have an international brunch and
buffet. Sponsored by our Outreach Committee,
it will feature native dress and native
dishes of our church members.
It begins
around 12:30 and will extend through 2 pm.
Join us downstairs for good fellowship with
Christian friends from all over the world.
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106 East 86th Street
New York, N.Y. 10028
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
Philip A. C. C larke ... .. ..... ....... .. ... ............. .... .. ... ..... ......... ... Mini ster
Duane Thompson ............ ... .... ..... .. ..... ..... ... .... ..... Ass istant Minister
Lyndo n Woods ide .. .. .... .. .......... .. .... ...... ..... . Organist-Choir Directo r
Joseph Cifuentes .......... .. ... ....... ..... ........... ....... .. ... Business Manager
Judy Ferl and ... ........ ............. .. .. .... ... .... .... ... ....... ...... ... .. .. .... . Secretary
Jud ith Kei sman .... ................... ... ........ ..... ... .. .... Day School D irector
Roberto Meri les .. .... .... .. .... ..... .... .. ............ ..... .. ..... ........ .... . Custodia n
Pa iroj Adja ri yanond ........ .... ....... ... ..... .. ... .. ..... .. ...... ..... .. .... Custodian

GENERAL OFFICERS
Lay Members, Annual Conference ..... ........... ...... Edward J. Brown
Larry Morales
Lay Leader .... ... ...... .. .. ... ........... ....... .. ... .... .................. Larry Morales
Associate Lay Leader ... .. ..................................... ....... Eric de Fre itas
Pres ident, Board of Trustees .. .... .. ............ .. ... ... ... Michael Schaffield
Chairperson , Administrative Council ............. ......... . Grace Thomas
Chairperson, Education Committee ... ... .. .. .... ....... .. ....... Carl Condra
Chairperso n, Fina nce Committee ........... .. ... .. ...... .. ... ... .. .. Dan Boone
Co-Chairperson, Membership Co mmittee .. ... .... .... .. Dee Schaffie ld
Chairperson , Outreac h Comm ittee ........ .. ..... .. ...... . Ric hmond Bates

PARK AVENUE

Chairperson, Wo rship Committee .... .. ... ......... .. ... Howard Da Costa
Chairperson, Day School Co mmi ttee .......... ................. Anna Delson

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Chairperson, Ushers .... ...... .. ... ... ................ .... ..... .......... Effie French
Len Williams
Superintendent, Sunday School ... ... ......... .. ......... Brenda Tho mpson

LAY READER
We we lcome Grace Thomas to the lecte r n today. A
native of Houston, Texas, a graduate of Texas A&M with
a BS in Economics, Grace is a Vice President at Inland
Marine Insurance for GRE, America. Here in the Church
she h e ads Solicitation for the All Church Christmas Fair,
and serves as Chairperson of the Administrative Council.

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 3, 199·3
ORDER OF WORSHIP
11 A. M.

"Adagio"
Mozart
ORGAN
CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN NO. 66 "Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven"
APOSTLES' CREED
No. 881
GLORIA PATRI
No. 71

ALTAR FLOWERS
The flowers on the altar today are given in memory
of Mrs . Marion Busk by her family, Hedwig and Helen Porten.
GREETERS AND USHERS

***
Page 947
Acts 1: 1 - 8
SCRIPTURE
PARISH CONCERNS
ANTHEM
"Cantique de Jean Racin e "
Faure
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY
HYMN NO. 548 "In Chr ist There Is No Ea st Or West"
SERMON
"Witne ssing In a Ne w Wor ld"
Dr . Harmon
PRAYER

The greeters today are Lili Bates and Al Thomas. The
ushe rs are Len Williams, Kenneth Barclay, William Chambers,
Carl Condra , Robert Lewis, John Lombardo, and Wayne and
Carol Wiebe .
AN I NVI TATION

***
Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room
following the service. Members and friends are invited
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us
today by Dianne Keller, Norma D'Ambrosio, Anna Delson,
Linda Hutcherson, Jennifer Jenkins, Mary Lou Risley and
Pat Werner.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

Invitation
Great Thanksgiving
Sanctus
Lord's Prayer
Breaking of the Bread
Taking of the Cup
Prayer of Resolution

HYMN NO. 549
BENEDICTION
ORGAN

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE
Se ssions of Cnurch School fo r c hildren a re offeren
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor.

"Whe re Charity and Love Prevail"
"Our Father in Heaven"

Ba ch
ADULT BIBLE CLASS

*** Interval for Ushering
The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 9:30
in Fellowship Hall. The class is beginning the study of
The Gospel of Luke. Duane Thompson is the class leader.

