
"MORE ON CHRISTIAN BEHAVIOR" 

INTRODUCTION Those of you who were here last Sunday morning will 
perhaus recall that the sermon which was entitled, 

"Turning the Other Cheek" ended with a true story about a young 
Korean who came to this country to complete his education at the 
University of Pennsylvania. One spring night he went out to mail a 
letter home and was set upon by eleven teen-agers who proceeded to 
beat him to death. His Christian parents, still living in Korea, in
stead of hating the boys who killed their son, wanted to help them 
and wrote a letter to the mayor of Philadelphia offering to set up 
a fund for their education and rehabilitation. And instead of holding 
it against this country of ours, they held out their hands to us in 
sympathy and asked that we give a small plot of land where their boy 
might be buried, that his tomb might be a monument which would call 
attention to the needs of delinquent young peoule everywhere. 

The question I should like to nut before you here this morning 
at the beginning of this sermon is this: what do you honestly think 
of behavior like this? 

DEVELOPMENT To begin with, I have the feeling that a great many 
of you admire this behavior and seek, in so far as 

it is possible, to imitate it in your lives. A few others of you, 
I'm afraid, may be scornful of such behavior and probably in the 
secrecy of your minds are thinking that the parents of this Korean 
boy were either naive, or foolish, or sentimental, or unrealistic, and 
you have no real aupreciation of or sympathy with their extravagant 
demonstration of goodwill. Still others of you may be sceptical of 
such behavior. You admire it and acknowledge it to be ideally right 
but you wonder how in the world in which we live can this type of 
behavior be sustained'. You may even go so far as to say that it 
just doesn't make sense. And in a way I'm inclined to agree with 
you. This kind of behavior, Christian behavior, doesn't make sense ••. 
turning the other cheek •••• going the second mile ••.• loving your 
neighbor •••• doing good to them that hate you .•.• praying for them 
that despitefully use you. In this competitive, hard-headed, cruel 
world - such behavior does not at times make sense. 

~XCEPT TO THE PERSON.... Such behavior makes verv little sense 
EXCEPT to the uerson who has a sense of 

oblip;ation to do the will of God. And the will of God is nerfec·tion, 
because God is perfect. His will for us involves perfect caring in 
all directions at once. Let me reoeat that: his will for us involves 
perfec't caring in all directions at once. This is the will of God 
for us, and there are people who feel that to do this has been laid 
~pon them as a solemn obligation. 

I think such peonle know that they can never live uo to it 
completely. They're not under any illusions about themselves. They 
know that they can never be perfect. They know that there will 
a1ways be dark corners in their nature, little crevices where 
jealousy lurks and unexpected pockets of vanity, secret ambitions 
and hostilities that they thought had been completely submerged but 
which all of a sudden rise to the surface and take over their lives. 
They know that • 



2 

And this too- I think they also know that most situations 
in life are too complicated to make it possible to care equally 
in all directions at once. For example, you have two neiphbors -
one lives on one side of you and one on the other side. One of 
your neighbors is carrying on an affair with the other neighbor's 
wife. How C'an you care about each neighbor at the same t 1me -
equally and fairly. Or take another examnle, on a larger scale. The 
United States has two neighbors. Peace loving Canada to the north 
and revolutionary Cuba to the south. How can it care for both -
equally and fairly. And how c·an it best express tha~t caring so that 
it is understood and appreciated by both neighbors. The situation 
is not a simnle one. 

So the uerson under this obligation knows that he will seldom, 
if ever, live uo to it completely, yet he accepts the obligation 
and lives under the terms of it, moves in the direction of it so 
far as it lies within the realm of possibility and suffers under 
the judgment of it. Why? Why in the world would anybody ever do 
that. There is only one reason. He does it because Jesus told his 
followers to do this. This is why he does it. 

"BE YE PERFECT": "Be ye perfect, even as your Father in heaven 
is petfect" said Jesus. And here, in these 

words, Jesus laid unon his followers the solemn obligation to 
strive for uerfection in human relationshiDs, and a man with this 
obligation resting uoon him aas the feeling that Jesus knows what 
he is talking about - both as to the nature of things in general 
and to life in particular. He accepts the obligation because Jesus 
puts it upon him. 

When I was in college, singing in the College Choir, the Choir 
one spring just before Easter performed Bach's St. Matthew Passion. 
I had never sung nor seen this particular musical work before. It 
was new to me and new to most of the basses in the choir. As I look 
bac·k on it, it seems to me that it had a very difficult score, and 
I never was very good at sight reading music. One of the things I 
shall never forget about this particular work has to do with one of 
the rehearsal in which our choir direc·tor was determined that the 
basses of whom I was one, should sing a triplet in absolutely 
oerfect time - that is, three notes in the time of one without 
giving more attention to one than to the others. We went over that 
triplet again and again, trying to do it the way he wanted us to. 
We had difficulty with it. The more we did it icorrec·tly, the mora 
exasperated our director bec·ame. The director beat it out for us 
again and again; first as we were doing it, then as it should be. 
Finally, he made each bass do 1 t alone, by himself, in front of the 
choir of sixty voices until we had it. None of us had solo voices 
and having to do this sort of thing was something I could just 9-S 

easily passed up. Our director was demanding uerfection. Whether 
he ever got it or not I will never know. But he was demanding 
perfection, and we knew he had a right to it and we sang those 
triplets over and over again, fatigued perhaps, but without complaint. 

And so it is that Jesus demands perfection of us and thought 
a person seldom if ever reac·hes perfection, the demand nevertheless 
still holds. In this world in which we live - a world full of con
flic-t, half-truths and situations in which perfection is nigh 1m-
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uossible, we are still nevertheless under an obli~ation as followers 
or Christ to keen moving toward it whenever and wherever we can. 
We are never excused from the resnonsi b Hit y of striving toward it • 
And once I think we begin to feel something of this sense of ob
ligation'in our lives to'do the will of God, _to exercise uerfect 
caring, this behavior of the Korean parents begins to make a bit of 
sense to us. 

PLUS A SENSE OF GRATITUDE There is another reason as to why 
neople occasionally·act this way. Add 

to this sense of oblit:"ation, the sense of gratitude and the behavior 
wf these Korean Parents will make even greater sense. As a matter of 
·fact, nothing else but this behavior would make sense. 

. Suppose you had lived all of your life in a country like Poland. 
Your family had lived on the same land for many, many years. You 
had all the advantages of culture and educat1on. Everything that 
money could buy was yours. raen or.e day the Germans came and took 
Atvay~ all of your political free·dom. Then several years later the 
Russians came and took away all ofsyour freedom, together with your 
property and your life was reduced to a life of misery in exile. 
You were a slave. Then suppose one day the way was opened for you 
to come to this country. You arrive here and find neor>le waiting 
for you, ready to take you in. They have already found a house ~er 
you to live in. Eventually they find work for you to do. You may 
not do the kind of work you have been accustomed to doing all of 
your life. It may be menial work, even though yourave live~ the 
life of an aristocrat. But you work as a reenacted individual and 
these ueenle know you - know your past - and respect you for what 
you are and what you have been and for what you may become. You 
live once again in a climate of friendly accentance and appreciation. 

Would there be any limit to which you would not go for them. 
If they asked you to go one mile, would you go only one measly mile. 
You would go three or four. If they carelessly offended you as 
they well might bec,au.se jhey are human, would you hold it against 
them. You would overlook it - not once, but again and again. And 
if you f~und things in this country, which you surely would, that 
you didn t like, would you complain bitterly about them. You would 
try to understand them and do what you could to correct them. If you 
are at all a normal human being, your sense of gratitude would bear 
fruit in an extravagant expression of appreciation such as these. 
There is nothing that you would not do to express that appreciation. 

Every one who has had any sort of exnerience with God in 
Christ, I think, has this sense of gratitude in his life. A new 
way of life was given to us in Christ - in the things he did for us 
and in the things he said to us. Life today in our-world would be ' 
vastly different for us if he had not come to us. The gratitude 
I am thinking about here goes very deep, almost beyond our ability 
to put into words. 

I remember attending the three hour Good Friday Service at 
Christ Church at Park and 60th Street, last snr1ng. Some of you 
were there and shared in what I think was truly a very insniring 
moment .•••• one of those moments when we briefly are in touch with 
the world of the spirit. Let me describe it to you. Dr. Samuel 
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Sweeney, a retired negro minister was speaking. The church was 
filled to capacity. As Dr. Sweeney drew near to the end of his 
meditation he told a story that has probably been told many times 
from the pulpit, but a story I had never heard before. Whether 
the story is.true or not, I do not know, but this is the story. 
Shortly after Lincoln died, his body was being taken to its rest
ing place. The funeral procession made its way through the streets 
of our nation's capitol, and those streets were lined with ~eoryle 
who had come out to Pay final resnect and tribute to Abraham 
Lincoln. There was~ negro lady at the edge of the crowd, back . 
away from the street. She had her little eight year old boy with 
her. They couldn't see a thing because of the crowd. So she 
lifted the boy up over the heads and shoulders of the peonl~ who 
stood in front of her and as she did, she said to her boy, Son ••• 
take a long look. That man died for you". At that Doi.nt, Dr. 
Sweeney who was telling the story suddenly lost control of himself. 
That is, he lost control of his emotions. Hts voice broke. Tears 
came to his eyes. You could have heard a pin drop. It was one of 
those moments that you never forget. I felt it. I know tears came 
to my eyes. Somethin~ swept through that congregation as we saw 
this gracious, elderlry negro minister lift his eyes heavnw!3.rd and 
repeat softly "That man died for you". 

CLOSING SECTION I started out in the beginning of this sermon 
to try to explain what it was that would cause 

these Korean parents to act the way they did. What I have really 
done here this morning is to explore with you the springe of 
Christian behavior. In a world as cruel as the one in which we live, 
there are only two things it seems to me that would cause people 
to act with such extravagant love and care. First - a sense of 
obligation laid upon them by our Lord who said "Be ye nerfect even 
as your Father in heaven is nerfect". And the second thing -'a 
sense of gratitude that comes to a person when he suddenly sees that 
in s~ite of all that life can do to him or bring to him, that over 
and above and beyond us all is a God who cares, a God who is for 
him, a God who came into the world- ived in it, died in it in 
order to save it. ' 

. These are the srnings of Christian action. Exnlore them. 
D1g around them. Let the streams of their living water flow freely 
in your life. -

LET US PRAY: 0 Christ, who once came and dwelt among us and 
who now dwells within us, let us dwell 'in Thee. 

Be thou the climate of our lives, the air we breathe, and the 
ground we walk on, the light we live by, the love we live for and 
the hope without which we could not live at all. Amen ' 

---------
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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIP~ffiNY 
February 18, 1962 

ORDER 0 F 1rD RS HIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN 11Cantique 11 Elgar 
CALL TO 1\DRSHIP 
HTI1N NO. 164 "All hail the power of Jesus 1 name" 
PitAYER OF CONFESSION (Seated) 

Most merciful Father, we have done little to 
forward thy Kingdom in this world, to foster the 
brotherhood of man, and to establish love as the 
l avr of life. vve have allowed self to blind us, 
pains to embitter us. Pardon our shortcomings; 
forgi ve our negl ect; give us a pure heart intent 
on pJ.easing Thee. Help us in all our seeking to 
seek f irst -thy kingdom, and thy righteousness. 
And make us to come, as came Thy Son, not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister. We ask this in 
the spirit of Jesus Christ. Amen 

SILENT i'1EDITATI ON - v\ORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD 1S PRAYER 

RF.SPONSI VE HEADING 
GLORIA PATRI 
APOSTLES' CREED 

ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 

"The Way of Peace" 

"Turn Back 0 Man" 

VERSICLES AND RESPONSES 

Page 570 

Page 512 

Holst 

PASTORAL PRAYER Choral Amen 
OFFERTORY SOLO "Ninety-first Psalm" MacDermid 

(Miss Kay McCosley, Soprano Soloist) 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING "WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 178 "Spirit of Life, in this new dawn" 
SERIDN "More on Christian Behavior" Rev. Hr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 279 11God of gr ace and God of glory11 

BENEDICTION Choral Amen 
ORGAN "Postlude in G major" Dunhill 

*7H~ Interval for ushering 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee will be served jn Fellowship Hall following 
the service. Hostesses today are Mrs. Schmitt, Miss 
Bailey, Miss Grether, Mrs. Jeffries, and Mrs. Hyman. 

THE USHERS - THE GREETERS - THE NURSERY 

The ushers today are Mr. Bowater, Mr. Tower, Mr. 
Merget, and Mr. Montaneli. Identified by the red carna
tion are our greeters, Mr. tvard, Mrs. Weinreich, and 
Mrs. Toh. Our Sunday Nursery Program is under the 
care of Mrs. McDonald, }1rs. Gershman, and Mrs. 1'1offett. 

FINANCE Cm1MISSION TO r!JEET 

The Finance Commission meets Tuesday evening at 
eight o'clock i n the fourth f loor lounge to begin work 
on next year's budget. Commission Chairmen and Commit
tee heads ar e reminded to pr esent their budget requests 
in writing to the church off ice before Tuesday evening. 

COLONIAL DINNER 

The Colonial Dinner will be held this coming 
Friday evening, February 23rd, in Fellowship Hall. 
Tickets are on sale and you may secure yours at the 
coffee hour today. In addition to a delicious din-
ner (6:30 pm) served by the Woman's Society of Chris
tian Service, there will also be some fine entertainment. 

DEACONESS ASSOCIATION MEETING 

The annual Deaconess Association Meeting will be 
held tomorro1-1 evening at eight o 1 clock at the New York 
Deaconess Home (1175 Madison Avenue), Dr. Ralph w. 
Sackman is the guest speaker for this occasion. Special 
music VJill be present ed. Everyone is invited to attend 
this program. 
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