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"OLYMPICS OF THE SPTIUT 11 

INTRODUCTION One evening at the supper table ba in March, I shared word 
of this gracious invitation with he members of my own family. 

I recall with some discomfort the reaction of~ eighteen year old son (who is 
also graduating from High School this week). With a note of astonishment in 
his voice, he quietltsked, "Why •••• why did they invite you?" 

After recovering from this bruise to my ego, I explained to him how it 
probably came about. For several years, I've had the pleasure of teaching one 
of the courses in the Unit Plan of January - a course on "Religions of Man". 
That all who have taken the course, in addition to having a good time together 
and hopefully learning something about other world religions, have managed to 
pass. That out of feelings of gratitude for passing, some of this year's 
seniors may have felt a tug to "balancre the ledger" so to speak •••• or, "to 
atone for their sins". Anyway, that's how it came about. 

Therefore, before preceding any further, a parenthetical word to the 11 1111 

-.. seniors who took the course, stuffed the ballot box, who had something to do 
with this invitation- "Shantih, shantih, shantih •••• peace (as the Hindus say 
it) •••• a.ll is forgiven". Thank you. I was ~eeply touched by your thoughtfulness\. 

And congratulations - to all of you: graduates, parents, grandparents, 
friends, teachers, and Mr. Pellett - for making it through to the warmth and 
excitement of these moments •••• Memorable moments. OAit=itiT~ ''LttJIIVq 1-f,'{.:J i+,. 
DEVELOPMENT In bringing together some ideas for this occasion, I began by '!_~-

trying to put myself "into your shoes" and in so doing my mind vEC.Itme ttl 
drifted back to the day of my own high school graduation ••• a warm, June day in 
1947, in a small city upstate. As I recall, I had to o the same sort of thing 
that Seth did here a few moments ago, and did so we World War II had been 
over for two years. Everyone was looking ahead e nation, the world, the 
graduates - anticipating the next adventure. ike today' s graduates, we <-Jere 
in the valley of decision. Even Harold Stassen was looking ahead •••• to 1948 and 
a run for the Republican Presidential nomination. He's about the only link 
between that day and this, for I saw in Friday's Times that he's going to make 
another bid for the GOP nomination. 

You gf.J?a6:tta+>e +>ee.a, at:;aiE:B-6 tl:te "9&s91n;l.PQ~ ef a RatieR tl:tat iR j"Stil!' Birch 
yea:!"e lll"iimesseel bhe el'lti ef 'l;ae Wa¥ iR Yiei;ftS:M al'l6: i;H@ tl!'a§ie er;os'l;e ef W&i;sl!'e;ate. 
In this year of the Bicentennial, one feels a bit of nostalgia in the air, a 
mood building across our land that is more and more conscious of the ideals and 
ideas, the heritage of those qualities of the spirit that helped to shape and 
mold our national fibre back there 200 years ago. There is wisdom in remember-
ing, if in the remembering we emerge better equipped to handle the demands ana decisions 
coming days. 

TRANSITION / OLYMPICS Soon after the fourth of July celebration, the eyes of 
the world will be focussed on the Summer Olympics and 

the city of Montreal. They'll have to go some to beat the Winter Olympics for 
how we enjoyed the colorful, breath-taking events of Innsbruck; they helped to 
brighten those drab days of February when everyone gets a case of mid-winter 
blues. Remember some of those names that made their way into our conversations: 
Dorothy Hamill, Cindy Nelson, Bill Koch, Rosi Mittermaier, Franz Klamrner, Shiela 
Young. Outstanding competitors. 
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I must confess that I get more excited over the Winter Olympics than I do 
the Summer Olympics. I don't know why this is ••• unless it's because some of 
the skills that are tested do not belong to life today. Running, jumping, 
boxing, swimmmng - yes, OK. But when was the last time you threw your javelin, 
much less brought it out and touched it? Or a discuss? Or, how's your pilime 
vaulting going? If we are going to measure physical prowess, then let's 
feature some events that are related to our style of life. For instance, how 
about subway dashing - from change booth to closing door, on the Express level? 
Or taxi hailing at the rush hour - both in fair weather and foul. Or line 
standing - as in the bank the day before a holiday, or at the Post Office in 
the month of December, or simply at your local A and P around five pm. 

The ancient Greeks arranged their Olympics to celebrate proficiencies that 
mattered to them. Maybe we should be up-dating the games in order to reflect 
the skills that matter most to us. The Recreation Department of our city was 
on the right track when a couple of Summers ago it staged its own Summer 
Olympics that features such sports as stickball, boxball and Chinese handball. 
Now •••• a.ll that I've sadlil in this regard is in the way of a gentle jibe rather 
than a serious concern. File it under trivia, if you will. 

SERIOUS CONCERN But what is a serious concern of mine is the way in -vmich 
we Americans ascribe such great importance to the heroics 

of the athletic field and neglect the heroics of the inner man ••• qud.lities of 
the spirit. 

I believe that our fascination in this nation with the star athlete is an 
exercise in mistaken magnitude and confused values. Sports enthusiast I am, I 
stand ready to concede that a society that pays its quarterbacks in six figures 
and quibbles about the salaries of its teachers is a society that has a 
perverted sense of the heroic~ 

While we lionize our athletes, there are men and women all about us whose 
achievements are hard fought triumphs of the spirit against some long and 
desperate odds. Perhaps what's needed - and this is my proposal today - is 
something of an "Olympics of the Spirit". For, from first to last, I believe 
that man's most notable achievements are of the spirit, and not of the flesh 
(contrary to what some members of Congress seem to be saying). An olympics of 
the spirit. And were such an event to be staged, I would like to suggest three 
categories for entrees. You could add your suggestions. 

RESILIENCE One category for competition would be resilience. Here would 
be demonstrated the incredible capacity of people to bounce 

back. Gravely ill, they fight through to a recovery of health. Or, phased out 
of a job, they train themselves for another. Uncoupled by a divorce, they pull 
themselves together, avoid self-pity and begin all over. Stung by the advent 
of a death that cuts them off from one long loved and cherished, they resume 
life, sometimes all alone - determined to rebuild, to carry on. 

The dictionary defines resilience as "the power to return to the original 
form or position after being bent, compressed or stretched". Think of this in 
terms of people. I'm sure that all of us have friends who would be fine 
competitors in this first event, one which I feel is not unrelated to one's faith. 

Let me tell you about a friend of mine, a man whom I greatly admire. His 
name is Ben Rosenberg. You may know him. We've become good friends in recent 
years up at the 92nd Street YMHA Health Club. He's one of the "Y' s" finest. 81 
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years of age, physically and mentally in outstanding condition for a man of his 
age, he still plays handball and shoots a fine game of pocket billiards. His 
eyesight and steadiness of hand are remarkable. He was written up recently in 
Our Town newspaper. He and his wife travel. Because of our friendship, he 
seeks out the Methodist minister in the town or city where they visit, bringing 
greetings from NYC. I asked him the other day what his "recipe", his secret is 
for a good, full and productive life. I like his style. One of the things he 
mentioned was, "Phil. •• you 1ve got to ·learn to roll with the .punches •••• " "Like a 
prize fighter, roll wj_th thepunches". 

Resilience. Speaking of prize fighters, I thought Muhammad Ali got off a 
good one back there in December, when in coming to the financial rescue of a 
center for the aging up in vJashington Heighbts, said; "Service to others is the 
rent I pay for my room here on earthlt. I liked that. The Times made it the 
quotation for December 3rd. Did you catch it? 

Back to resilience. A year ago last November, Mr. Pellett and I quietly 
slipped away from our respective desks to a luncheon where Bill Bradley of the 
Knicks was to speak. Bradley has recently published a book entitled, Life On 
the Run. He writes in one chapter, 

"When the game is over, the most important thing is the next 
game. A player must be able to recuperate from a loss with
in 24 hours. Such resiliency is not a bad character trait 
to take away from the sport". 

He goes on to say, 

"Yet winning and losing is all around us. From the High School 
level on, athletes are prepared to win and they in turn con
vey to a larger public what it is to be a winner. Locker 
room champagne, humility in victory, and irrefutable 
knowlege of a favorable, clear-cut resolution are what 
championships resemble frail\ the outside. 

The winning team like the conquering a~ claims everything 
in its path and seems to say that only winning is important. 
Yet, like getting into a college of your choice, or winning 
an election, or marrying a beautiful mate, victory is fraught 
with as much danger as glory. Victory has very narrow 
meanings and, if exaggerated or misused, can become a 
destructive force. The taste of defeat has a richness of 
experience all its own". 

Pin a gold medal on that person whohhav'ing fallen and tasted lflefeat and despair 
in life 1 s larger game finds the strength to spring back, rise again, to go forward. 
Save some of your cheers for that person. 

STAMINA The second category in this "Olympics of the Spirit" would be stamina. 
And here I'm thinking of the capacity of enduring, the ability to see 

some worthy venture through to completion. Today's graduates have displayed it, 
else they wouldn't be here to receive a diploma. They've made it through; it 
hasn't been easy at times. Their parents deserve some of the cheers for they've 
helped to keep them at it. 

Talk about stamina and the Olympics. Remember that 17 year old Vermont boy, 
Bill Koch, who won a silver medal in cross country at Innsbruck. They said at the 
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outset that he was considered no match for the pack of endurance racers from Russia 
and Scandinavia. Quoting the press, "repressing extreme pain, with every muscle 
aching and breathing like a freight train, he covered that hilly, torturous 30 
km course in 90 minutes." 

Stamina. To stay with it ••• and at it •••• day after day. "muscles aching and 
breathing like a freight train". Endurance. A professor of History at Yale, 
Walter Phelps Hall, when asked by a student what he thought was the most basic 
lesson of life, replied, 

"The rock bottom thing about life is to keep on going when 
you don't want to keep on going ••• and to give up what 
isn't truly necessary". 

You're in the presence of this "heroic quality" when you are with a person in 
his forties, or fifties, or sixties, or seventies, or eighties who has the same 
enthusiasm and perseverance for his or her cause that he or she had back there 
at the age of 18, or 21, or 25. They m~y not be spectacular folks, the super
stars - they're just there to answer the bell every morning. They move with a 
sense of quiet purpose •••• a consistency of performance •••• at work, at home, in 
the community. They mark out a sector of personal involvement in some area of 
life. They managed to stay well informed about what's going on in the world. 
I think my friend, Ben, at the 11Y11 would be a strong competitor in this event, too. 

They tell me that there's a sports car club out in Michigan that's called 
"The Press on Regardless Sports Car Club of America". I love the name. Each 
year this little known auto club sponsors a rally called "The Press on Regardless 
Rally". Held in the Fall, the course runs 2,000 miles and most of it is driven 
at night. The terminal point is Alma, Michigan. It doesn't get the attention 
of the INDY 500, but the sound ~fit is appealing. "Press on Rega rdless 11 • 

Pin a gold medal on that person who endures to the end of an undertaking with 
zest, enthusiasm, good humor and sweetness of disposition, who "fights the good 
fight, keeps the faith, finishes the course". Save some of your cheers for 
that person, too. 

INITIATIVE The final category I would suggest would be initiative. Under this 
final entree would come the people who have learned how to stride 

into life. They do not play life back on their heels •••• content to merely counter 
the blows and the moves of others. Demonstrating initiative, they stride into 
life responsibly. 

People with initiative live on the offensive - not the defensive. Instead of 
cursing their genes, or their parents, or their circumstances, or ti}heli:.r luck, they 
"Buck" the negatives •••• exercise courage and faith in tomorrow and assume 
responsibility for their lives today. 

I've been taking golf lessons Monday evenings this Spring along with Mr. Carl
son, the Business Manager of Birch. He and I both need lessons and he needs them 
less than I do. We're both trying to beat the Headmaster. "Don't be so tentative. 
Give it a good swing" is the advice of the golf pro as we swing the woods. In
cidentally, Mr. Pellett, if Mr. Carlson runs the business affairs of Birch like he 
plays golf, then you and the Trustees real~ have it made! I admire his tenacity. 
I've never played golf with anyone so intent on finding and saving golf tees - others 
as well as his own. Found a dozen last time we played. I think he was happier with 
those tees than he was with the 41 he shot. I'll bet he's a good business manager. 
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Back to the Olympics. Remember how Bob Beattie described the dovmhill 
racer, Franz Klammer, on ABC TV last February. Speaking to his colleague, 
Frank Gifford, he shouted excitedly, "Look, Frank ••• look ••• he 1 s attacking the 
hill •••• attacking the hill". 

Initiative. Such people can be found resisting prevailing winds, counter
ing the dominant culture, bucking peer pressures. Often they will dare to stand 
alone, against the crowd, sometimes against the wishes of the family. Most of 
us jump on the band wagon once it has started. Most of us march after the 
parade has been formed. But, I believe, it is a heroic quality of life to be 
willing to be among the first, to be in the vanguard rather than rearguard. 

Last weekend my wife and I were in Vermont attending my 25th reunion at 
Middlebury College. It was my first time back since graduation (I have to 
work weekends), and I was amazed to see how much they had all changed •••• while 
I've remained pretty much the same, of course. On our way to the Breadloaf 
mountain campus of the college for the reunion supper, we traveled through 
Ripton, Vermont where Robert Frost lived and I was reminded of those lines from 
his poem, The Road Not Taken. You're familiar with them. 

"Two roads diverged in a wood, and I -
I too~ the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference." 

Salute the skiier who "attacks the hill", but reserve some medals and some 
cheers for the person who refuses to be intimidated by hidden powers, or public 
pressures, who follows the "wisdom of the heart". Thank God for them. 

CONCLUSION 

the Spirit". 
Every bit as 

Resilience. Stamina. 
add and develop other 

Things like integrity, 
important. 

-Initiati-ve. IIf we had more time, we could 
categories, entrees in this "Olympics of 
courage, hope, faith, service, individuality. 

Casey Stengel was fussing and fumli1g with the Mets one day after one more 
loss in those early, difficult years with the Mets. They say the Old Professor 
was angry ••• ranting, raving •••• and that he proceded to call a meeting of the 
players in the club house behind closed doors. Sloppy and careless, they had 
just managed to blow another game. Taking a bat in one hand, Casey shouted, 
"See this here piece of wood ••• oall shiny and smooth •••• this is a bat, a base
ball bat." Then he took a ball in the other hand and holding it up before them, 
said, "You all see this round object •••• this here thing we call a ball ••• this is 
a baseball. Ncnv- the object of this game is to hit this ball with this piece of 
wood." About that moment, one of the players in the back called out, "slO\v down, 
Casey, you're going too fast for me". Back to the fundamentals. 

I believe we've got to get back to some fundamentals in this country. Hope
fully to breathe some new life into some qualities of the spirit that helped to 
get things started back there 200 years ago •••• to recapture some of those basic 
ideals and spiritual values that seem to be disappearing from life. I hope I 
haven't gone "too fast" or too far, or too long •••• perhaps some in the o.laee /ltJDM
today will say a quiet "amen" and respond to these words of Albert Schweitzer 
who in speaking to a group of young men and women who were graduating, looking 
ahead, making decisions, said: 

"I don't know what your destiny will be, but one thing I 
know - the only ones among you who will be really happy 
are those who will have sought and found out hmv to serve" 
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BIOGRAPHICAL ]NFORMATION: Rev. Philip A. c. Clarke 
21 East 87th Street 
New York, New York 10028 

Minister of the Park Avenue United Methodist Church 
86th Street and Park Avenue 
New York City, New York 10028 

1965 - 1976: Twenty years. 

Native of upstate New York (Albany, Schenectady Area) 
Graduate of Middlebury College, Middleb'ary, Ve.rmont 
Boston University School of Theology 

Recipient of a Rotary International Foundation Fellowship 
Studied at New College, Edinburgh University 

Edinburgh, ScotlaRd 

Also studied at Union Theological Seminary, 
New York City 

Active in ecumenical concerns of the Unit~d Methodist Church. 
Former Chairman of the NY Annual Conference Commission on 

Ecumenical Affairs. 
Deleg.tte to the "IJJorld Methodist Conference, London, England 

in 19"· 

Married to Sara Moylan Clarke, Teacher at Birch Wathen. 

Three children: David, 18; Catherine, 16; Caroline, 8. 

I'll make reference in my introduction to the Class I've taught at 
Birch Wathen on the Religions of Man •••• OK. Ask Mr. Pellete to 
leave that out. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION• Rev. Philip A. c. Clarke 
520 East 86th Street 
New York, New York 10028 
Telephone: 212 - 535 - 8029 

The Rev. Philip A. c. Clarke# Senior Minister of the 
Park Avenue United Methodist Church of New York City, will be the 
guest preacher at the eleven o'clock service at the United 
Methodist Church of Ogunquit, Maine, on Sunday, the 17th of August. 

Mr. Clarke, a summer resident of the state of Maine, has 
served as pastor; of the Park Avenue United Methodist Chura~ of New 
York City for over twelve years. A native of upstate New York, he 
is a graduate of Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont and the 
School of Theology of Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts. A 
former recipient of a Rotary International Foundation Fellowship, 
Mr. Clarke also studied at New College of Edinburgh University, 
Edinburgh, Scotland. He has taken further study at Union Theological 
Seminary, New York City. 

Mr. Clarke has been active in the ecumenical concerns of 
the United Methodist Church, serving far a number of years as the 
Chairman of the New York Annual Conference Commission on Ecumenical 
Affairs. In 1966, he eerved as a delegate of the New York Arum.al 
Conference of the United Methodist Church to the World Methodist 
Conference in LOndon, England. 

Mr. Clarke is also active in the civic and community 
affairs of New York Cit7. He serves as Chaplain to the Inwood 
Home, a home for unwed mothers and one of the older homes of this 
type in the United States. He is also a Trustee and a member of 
the Faculty of The Chapin School of Nev York City, where he teaches 
a course to the seniors on comparative religions and Christian 

, ethics. 

Mr. Clarke is married to the former Sara Ann Moylan of 
Walterboro, South Carolina. They have three. children: David, age 
eleven; Catherine, age nine; and Caroline, age two. Rev. and Mrs. 
Clarke and their children have vacationed in Maine for the last 
twelve summers. 

-------~ 



P.ARK AVeNUe MeTHODIST CHURCH 
AT 9-6997 

MINISTERS 

Philip A. C. Clarke 

Harold C. Metzner 

106 EAST EIGHTY-SIXTH STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10028 

June 8, 1976 

Dear Members and Friends of Park Avenue United Methodist Church, 

This coming October will mark the twentieth anniversary 
of Philip Clarke's ministry to Park Avenue United Methodist Church. 
Few churches are so fortunate as to have such a beloved minister 
for so long a time, and many members of the congregation have ex
pressed a desire to honor the Clarkes in some way. For this reason, 
a committee has been formed and is making plans for a special Sunday 
of celebration to be held on Sunday, October 17, 1976. 

If you have suggestions for or questions about the cele
bration, won't you get in touch with one of us soon? Please feel 
free to call either Dr. Hull at TE 1-4430 or Jan Harayda at 
889-3823 (day or evenings). We would very much like to hear your 
ideas as to how we might best honor Phil and Sara and their children. 

At a later date, as plans for the celebration progress, 
you will be receiving further notice about it. In the meantime, 
on behalf of the Twentieth Anniversary Committee, we hope as many 
of you as possible will want to become involved in this very special 
event in the life of the Clarkes and of Park Avenue United Methodist 
Church. 

With many thanks, 

"'! /./ 
~ " 

.... C·~·_-:;1< e ~~1 L . 
Dr. Geor~e Hull 
Lay LeaKer of Park 

Church 
Avenue United Methodist 

~~h._ 
Jan Harayda 
Twentieth Anniversary Committee 



In the ovent of my doath in office as Prooident of the United States, I make 
the followiag roquesta: 

1. That a service of the utmost aimplicitt be held in the East Room of the White 
House, to be attended only by the household, by those in the Executive Office vho have 
been close to me, by the Cabinet and their faailies and by such other members of the 
Administrative Branch vbo have been close to me. 

2. That there be no lying in State aBJVhere. 

3· That the Arsy have charge of tbking the casket to the Rotunda of the Capital 
and that immediately at 12 Noon a aimple service be held there,·The Congress, 
Judiciary and Diplomatic Corps attending. I request that the service last raot more 
thaA 20 minuros and that there be prayers by Rev. Endicott Peabody and tvo hJmDS -
no speaking. Army in charge all day, to the train. 

4. That the funeral train leave for Hyde Park at lpm arriving there at 8pm and 
that it be acocmpanied only by thaao ~ho are to attend the interment. That the Navy 
have charge of the trnin and everything thereafter. 

5. That on arrival at Hydo Park the casket be taken to St. James' Church and 
a simple abort service be held, the old neighbors of mine only being asked. Casket 
to be borne by Marinos. 

6. That tholl the casket be taken from the Church to the h.ouse and placed in froat 
of the East fireplace in the big room for the night. 

1· That the follo~ing eoraing the interment take place vhere the sun didl stands 
in the garden, and that the casket be carried from the house to the garden by oen 
from the place illcluding the place and the back farma and Valkill cottage. 

8. That tho intoraont be attended only by the family, the Cabinet, The President, 
the Spoakor and not to exceed 2 Senators and 2 Representatives. 

9· That a gun-carriage and not a hoarse be used to transport. 

10. That the casket be of absolute oiliplicity, dark tlood, that the body be not 
oabalced or hermetically aoalod, and that the grave be not lined with brick, 
cement or stoae. 

11. That a plain vhite marble monucent, DO carvimg or decoration, be placed over 
the grave, east and ~est ao fello~a: 

Length 8 feet. 
ijidth 4 feet. 
Height 3 feot. 

The ~hole to be set on a barble base extending 2 feet out beyond the £Dnument 
all around but oaid base not tobe core than six inches above the ground. 

12. It is ay hope that r:ry dear rlfe rlll on her death be nuriecl there also, and 
that the OGnument contain DO dovico or insdription except the following on the 
south side: 

Frallklin Delano Roosevelt 

1882- 19_. 

Aana Eleanor Roosevelt 

1884- 19_ 
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13. That only the Rector of St. James Church officiate at the interment. 

14. That no moving pictures be taken on the place, and only 3 still picture 
camera men be allowed at St. Jaaes or at the house or garden. 3 Newspaper men 
only - preas association. 

15. That a detail of Marines and State Troopers guard the garden, house and ~ 
grouads for a reasonable time and that the public be not admitted to the place 
until adequate arrangements caa be . .a•e. 

16. That an1 period of national 11ourning be limited to ine month • 

17. That subsequent care of the garden, house and grounds be arraaged 
aubstaatially in accord with aemorandua covering this and enclosed vith this. 

Franklin D. RooseYelt 

The Wh1 te HoWle 

Dec. 26th 1937 



' TALK: 
PLACE: 
DATE: 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
VALHALLA 

MAY 24, 1961 

INTRODUCTION It's wonderful to be here with you this evening, 
to share in the fun, the fellowshin and the in

spiration of this occasion. I must confess to you that I feel 
something like the' you:J.g seminary student who was invited to preach 
his first sermon in his home church. It was the church in which he 
had been reared, the church in which he had attended Sunday School, 
the church which had nourished his spiritual life over the years. 
During the service, as the time for the sermon l.lpproached, the 
regular pastor of the church noticed that the younp. man Wl=l.S 

extremely nervous. He w~s beginning to perspire. He tu~p.ed at his 
collar. His face was red. The minister W!3,S worried as to whether 
the young man would rise to the occasion, that is whether he'd be 
able to deliver the sermon. He thought perhaps a word of encourage
ment might be in order, and so during the singing of the second 
hymn, the hymn just before the sermon, the minister leaned over and 
whispered something to the young man. 11 Now Henry," he sg,id (or 
whatever his name was), "Don't be nervous. This is your home 
church. ·This is the church in whicrFyou grew up. This is the church 
where your parents belong. Everybody knows you, Henry, and they're 
not expecting very much!" 

Although this isn't my home church~· your pastor and his wife 
have known me all of my life, and I'm sure they're not expecting 
very much. As a matter of fac·t, Mr. Falshaw could probably tell 
you a few good stories that would be embarraeing to me. But this 
sort of thing works both ways·, and I'm sure for everyone he'd tell 
about me, I could tell one about him. 

For instance, there's the story that they nrobably still 
tell about Mr. FalEhaw in Saugerties, his former parish. It seems ; 
that one Sunday evening, Mr. Falshaw walked into the Fellowship 
Hall of his church where the teen-ap:ers were p:athering for their 
Sunday evening MYF program. And to his great dismay, he saw one 
of the teen-age girls over in the corner, sitting at the niano, 
nlaying some of the nopular hit tunes of that time. This was a 
Sunday evening. They were in the church. And so Mr. Falshaw 
walked over to the piano and in a rather stern voice said to 
her, "Young Lady, don't you ~now the Ten Commandments?" She 
continued to play and looking up at him said, "Gee Mr. Falshaw 
I don't, but hum a few bars and perhans I can pick it up" .•••• 

Down through the years our families have had some grand times 
together, and it's always a joy to come out here and see them. 
Like yourselves, we hold Rev. and Mrs. Falsbaw in great affection 
and high esteem. When Mr. Falshaw called me a few weeks ago 
and asked me to come out here, I asked him what sort of an-occasion 
1 t would be, and as ked him what I should say. He "'aid: "Well, ?hil, 
be light and humorous. Give them a uen talk. Be brief don't be 
long winded". • • . . • ' 

I suppose most ministers have a tendency at times to be a 
bit long winded. Most of us know when to auit the trouble is we 
just don't want to give in. I heard a story r~c·ently about a 
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minister who one Saturday morning was walking down the Main Street 
of his town and bumoed into one of hie parishoners. The parishoner 
not iced that the oreacher had a bano-aid on the side of his face. 
He asked the ureacher what had hanpened. The preacher reolied: 
"I was thinking about my sermon this morning while I was shaving 
and I acc,identally cut myeelf 11 The 'Oilri ehoner was orett v sharp 
brlmself ana renlied to his preacher: "Preacher, ~ou'd,do better 
to think about your shaving and cut your sermons • I m not 
planning to talk very long this evening·, just long enough to make 
it respectable. 

MY ovn~ CHURCH My own church, as Mr. Falshaw mentioned to you, 
is down in the city. We're located an 86th Street 

just around the corner from Park Avenue. It's an exciting ministry 
and we're in our fifth year. There are people, especially the 
out of town visitors, who tend to ~et our little church confused 
with the Methodist Church at Park and 60th. Thl3.t 's Christ Church, 
as many of you know, the nlace where a man by the name of Seckman 
holds forth. There are oeople who sometimes get the two churches 
confused. This is the way that it is ant to batmen. They'll 
pull up in front of the church around 10:45 on a Sunday morning in 
a taxi c·ab. They' 11 get out and pay the cab dr:t ver, and then 
walk over to the bulletin board that's on the front of the church. 
After reading it and seeing no mention of Dr. Seckman's name, 
they'll step in the front door and perhans ask an uaherr, "Is this 
Dr. Sackman's Church?" The usher shakes his head "no", and 
perh1ps will tell the oerson that's Christ Church, Park and 60th. 
They look at their watches and they see that they still have a 
few minutes to get down there so out they go ••.•• I really don't 
mind them doing it before the service begins, but what gets me 
is when they have gone in and sat down, the service has begun, 
the choir and the ministers take their places u-., front .... then 
they discover their mistake and they get un and make their exit 
during the first interval for ushering. 

But it's an interesting ministry •••• exciting ministry .•.• and 
I supnose we have similar nrobleme. The greatest problem we face 
is this matter of peoole moving in and moving out. ~eople coming 
and going. You just seem to get them into the church and into a 
job in the church, and then one day they call you up and tell you 
that they're moving from the city. That's one of our bia nroblems, 
~nd I imagine th~t you face it too. But somehow we manage·toJ 
keen on going and growing, and this is due to peoole like yourselves 
oeo~le who are willing to nlunge in and do their oart and carry 
their share of the load. · 

IT'S NOT WHAT'S UP FRONT THAT COUNTS Madison Avenue tells us 
that when it comes to 

smoking, to cigarettes, "It's what's up front that counts 11
• I 

don't know if it's true. I don't smoke. But I do know this that 
when it comes to ~hurches, it's not what's up front that counts. 
What I mean to suggest to you is that it's not the preach8r who 
stands before you on a Sunday morning in the DUlDit, up front, 
that counts. Nor is it the choir that takes its places in the 
choir stalls, up front, on a Sunday morning. Nor is it the 
beauty of the chancel, up front, that makes a church g great church. 
It's the people in the pews, the people who come together on a 
Sunday morning for worship, for fellowship - this is what makes a 
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a church. The ueoryle who come together in worshiu, in fellowship, 
in work, - peonle who take the church seriously. 'r'Vhen Nauole~;: 
said, 11 I am the State" he was wrong, but when we say of you, You 
are the church" that is correct. 

THE CHURCH IS LIKE NOAH'S ARK Someone has remarked that "The 
Church is like Noah's Ark- if 

it weren't for the storm outside, you couldn't stand the smell 
inside". Not a very nice thing to say about the church, but when 
you come right down to it, there is some truth in that observation. 
For instance, there is a storm raging outside in the world today. 
A terrible. storm - a desperate struggle between conmunism and 
Christianity. And the church, pervaded as it is with a smell of 
gen<ial.l paganism and socialbility in many instances is doing very 
little to change the climate outside where the storm is raging. 

To the thoughtful and vrerious church-p:oer, part of the trouble 
rests in the fact that too many churches attempt to carry on their 
operations behind closed doors. Too many of our churches acrose 
the country today are making no vigorous effort to reach out to 
the non-church goer in the community, many of them more nearly 
resemble a club than they do a ~ause. It seems to me that peoule 
like yourselves are engaged in one of the most imnortant tasks 
in the churc·h - namely that of Christ ian education, of training 
and fitting these young lives with a faith upon which they can 
build their lives ~nd in so doing build the world of tomorrow. 
I remember a few years ago hearing a layman remark "That Christianity 
was within one generation of dying out". I had never really 
thought of it in that way, but it is true. If we fail to do the 
task with the generation that's growing up in our midst, then 
that could be the end. The Church could fail. Have you ever 
thought of that. The church - as an influence, as an organization, 
as an institution, - could fail. And it's up to us to see that it 
doesntt! · 

Ln thespast tw~lve to fifteen years in this country, we have 
seen two very powerful movements with Protestant Christianity, 
both of them emphasizing what Christ can do for you. Itm not 
goi:1g to name the movements or mention their leaders by name. Ana· 

' I wouldn t want any of you to go away from here this evening with 
the idea that I was speaking agginst them. I would rather be 
classified as speaking in addition to them. One of them Phom1s~s 
you that Christ can save you from your sins. The other promises 
you that Christ can save you from failure - failure in your 
life, in your business, in your marriage, in the handling of 
your problems. Both of them are perfectly legitimate promisee 
of the Gosnels. But there is another note in the Gosnel that 
ought to be struck and that note is not what Christ can do for 
you, but what you through Christ can do for the world. It's not 
what individuals can get out of Christianity to make their lives 
more comfortable, more secure and more successful, but what you 
can do for Christ by being in some small measure like him. 

In other words, I hope that you will grow to see more and 
more clearly as you go on in life that Christianity, in its 
highest and best sense, is a ministry, a ministry to the needs of 
humanity and not a question of what does it have to offer me. 
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Ministers get weary of Deople who ask, "Well why should 
I?" "Why should I do this job for the church - why should I 
go to church, or why should I sin~ in the choir, or why should 
I teach a Sunday School class." 'What's in it for me" And 
over and over again we say that the church needs you - right now -
for a specific task - your influence - you~ sunnort - your 
weight - everything you can put behind it ••.• 

I'm sure you're to be congratulated on .the successful year 
you have had. There may be a bit of a feeling on the nart of 
some of you ti give up the job. You may feel you've done your 
part, yyour share. I hope not. Let me close with this poem, 
eome of you may be familiar with it. I hope you'll remember the 
gist of it. Put it into your mind in that place where vou keep 
the things that are most import.g,nt, to be taken out and looked 
at at other times during the year: 

Christ 

He has 

He has 

He has 

has no hands but our hands 
To do his work today. 

no feet but our feet 
To lead men in his way. 

no tongue but our tongues 
To tell men how he died; 

no hel~ but our help 
To bring them to his side. 
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"FACING THE FUTURE" 
) 

I 

INTRODUCTION M"v 'JOrds ;h( , .ay ~·~e directed to those who are graduating. I 
~ ...... '· __,_ rsta: \d • ~., ight of you in a few moments will receive your hi1 

uchool diploma - . ""~ ce dr r _ that, represents a great deal of hard work, sustaint 
effort on your part, a piec~ of paper that represents for you a door into the future 
Now while my remarks are directed to the graduates, should anyone else by change picl 
up anything along the way in what is said - certainly I would consider that good! 

CONGRATULATIONS FOR ACHIEVING UNDER ADVERSITY First, let me begin by congratulat: 
those of you who have achieved thi: 

goal, this milestone under difficult circumstances. To me, the fact that you have 
achieved this goal under adverse circumstances makes this occasion even more 
significant and more meaningful. 

I'm sure that as you pause and in these moments quiet~ reflect over the road 
you-have travelled this past year that you would acknowledged that it has not been 
easy. You would admit, I'm sure, that it has had its share of head-aches and 
heart-aches, that it has been a confusing, lone~, discouraging road to travel. And 
yet - you have persisted and you have exercised courage, faith, and patience and madt 
it to this moment of your graduation. For this, we congratulate you. 

As I was preparing this talk I was reminded of something that Walter Phelps Hal: 
Professor of History at Yale University, once said. When asked what he thought to bt 
the most basic and important lesson of life, he replied: 

"The rdck bottom thing'about life is to keep on 
going.when we don't want to keep on going ••••• " 

And Jim Corbett, the Cassius Clay of another generation, when asked by sports 
writers what it was that made a champion, replied: 

"Well ••••• when you 1 re down and you think you're 
out, then get up and fight one more round". 

A Yale professor and a professional boxer saying just about the same thing. 
A quitter never wins and a winner never quits. 

You have achieved something significant under circumstances that were adverse 
and filled with difficulty. For this we salute you. On my bulletin board near my 
desk I keep this little card which I should like to read to you. It describes 
briefly and dramatically one who a century ago faced adversity and discouragement 
and disappointment in his life and yet who with faith and courage and persistence 
achieved greatness and left his mark on life. 

DISCIPLINE Which leads me to make a second observation. You could not have 
arrived at this moment without some measure of inner self-discipline. 

We live in a time when the disciplines, both internal and external, have been 
largely reduced. More and more the emphasis seems to be on permissiveness and self
expression. From Johnny in nursery school to Janie in college, and indeed to their 
parents and their grandparents in retirement, the climate of our time seems to 
encourage people to rebel at restraints, to insist upon their right to have what the~ 
want when they want it. The word "DISCIPLINE" is not exactly at home in our time 
and in our experience. The emphasis is on enjoyment and expression - not on duty anc 
discipline. And this concerns me. 
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Now if anyone is thinking that I am about to make a plea for a return to a 
kind of painful Puritanism, let me correct the impression. It's not at all 
difficult to understand how we have arrived at our present state of irresponsible 
freedom when we contemplate a farmer state of almost impossible restraints. If 
the status of students on our college campuses in 1967 gives one cause for concern, 
listen to these rules for students at Mt. Holyoke College for Women a century ago: 

1. No young lady shall become a member of this school who 
cannot kindle a fire, wash potatoes, or repeat the multiplica
tion tables. 

2. No cosmetics, perfumeries or fancy soap shall be allowed. 

3. Every member of this school shall walk at least a mile day, 
unless an earthquake or some other calamity prevents its. 

4. No student may have any male acquaintances unless they are 
retired missj.onaries or agents of some benevolent society. 

5. No student shall tarry before the mirror more than three 
consecutive minutes. 

6. No student shall devote more than one hour each week to 
miscellaneous readine. The Atlantic l1onthly, Shakespeare, 
Scott's novel, Robinson Crusoe, and immoral works are 
strictly forbidden. The Boston Recorder, Missionary Hena.ld, 
and Washington's Farewell Address are recommended for 
light reading. 

And those were the "good old days ••• ". So let no one misinterpret this sermon 
or this talk as a nostalgic yearning for the wholesale imposition of strict rules 
and disciplines and restraints. But having said that, I come back to celebrate 
the word "discipline11 as a r1ord that is greatly needed in our time. All hail to the 
freedom which modern man holds in his hands, but freedom without responsibility, 
self-expression without self-discipline, success without struggle - these can 
readily make a tragic mess of a person, and a nation. If there is going to be aQY 
real substances to a person's life, he or she had better be prepared to walk some 
rought. stretches which are uninviting and unappealing, and call for self-discipline. 

Harry Emerson Fosdick, who for a number of years was minister of the Riverside 
Church here in our own city, said on one occasion: 

"No horse gets ai\)TWhere till he is harnessed. No steam 
or gas ever drives anything until it is confined. 
No Niagara is ever turned into light and power until 
it is tunneled. And no life ever grows great until 
it is focused, dedicated and disciplined." 

Those of you who are graduating today could not have achieved this goal with
out some measure of self-discipline. For this we congratulate you, too. Remember 
that discipline and let it be a part of you and your way as you prepare for 
future goals and achievements. Any young person who is in earnest about achieving 
in life has to learn the secret of self-discipline. I don't know if any of you 
read the sports page in the papers. Over this past weekend, two new records were 



- 3 -

set in the field of track. One was in the pole vault, and the other was set in the 
mile by Jim Ryun. The latest issue of Look magazine that appeared on the stands 
yesterday has an article about Jim Ryun. It points out that Ryun works out twice a 
day, seven days a week, twelve months of the year. An article about Ryun in Time 
magazine last summer said this: 

"Work outs are much more strenuous than they once were. Paavo 
Nurmi, the celebrated 'Flying Finn' of the 1920's considered 
it a good day's work when he put in three or four miles. Today 
Ryun runs 70 to 100 miles a week". 

Now you can translate that from sports to studies to a career in the arts or to ~ 
field of achievement. If a person is going to begin to fulfill the possibilities of 
his or her life, there will be times, without any hint of glamor, or any sound of 
applause, wheri he or she deliberately goes the way of discipline and self-denial. 

INTO A WORLD OF DANGER AND POSSIBILITY Finally, I would remind you - those of 
you who are graduating - that you are 

graduating into a world of infinite danger and also infinite possibility. And as 
you graduate into this world of danger and possibility, there are two attitudes 
two possible attitudes toward it which you can have. 

First, you can have a feeling or an attitude of embitterment. A young Scotsman 
was overheard in a bar or a pub in Scotland saying "I didn't ask to be born in the 
20th century". You may have feelings of bitterness that life has dealt you a cruel 
blow. Another Scotsman by the name of John Knox, li,Qng in a different century and 
vJho was one of Scotland 1 s great spiritual giants, once said this: "I thank my God 
that I have come into the thick of the battle". You can have a feeling of embitterment 
toward the world into which you graduate or you can take it as a magnfficent 
opportunity ••••• it is a world of infinite danger, but it is also a world of 
infinite possibility. It is my feeling that in spite of the dangers that today 1s 
world offers a magnificent chance to each of you to make something of your life and 
to leave the world a better place for your having been in it. 

Prince Bismarck once said that one-third of the students of German Universities 
eventually broke down from over-work; another one-third broke down from dissipation, 
and the other one-third ruled Germany. Need I say that it rests with you what you 
shall do and which you shall be. 

Several weeks ago I got a letter that served to remind me that my high school 
graduating class was going to celebrate its 20th reunion this week •••• in a small 
city in upstate New York. My mind went back to that event. I remember the speaker 
at the commencement exercies quoted a brief poem by Henry Van Dyke entitled "Four 
Things". I memorized them that day for they seemed to say something amcix and I would 
like to pass them on to you to~, suggesting that you put them in your thoughts, in 
your life where you keep the things that are most important to be taken at remembered 
at other times in life. I share them with you and hope you will take them with you: 

"Four things a man nmst learn to do, 
If he would make his record true. 

To thirik without confusion clear~, 
To love his fellow man sincerely, 

To act from honest motives pure~, 
To trust in God and heaven securely" 

To think - to' love - to act - to trust. You will have no trouble facing the future 
and making your way in the world if you f~ learn to do well those four things. 
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The advice contained in this moving letter 
has helped to save many a marriage. It will 
strengthen any marriage, threatened or not 

Condensed from GuiDEPOsTs 

Prescription 
for a Marriage 

on the Rocks 
NoRMAN VINCENT PEALE, D.D. 
Pastor, Marble Collegiate Church, New York, 
N.Y.; author of "The Power of Positive Thinking,'' 
"Adventures in the Holy Land," etc. 

D EAR KENNETH: intelligence and unselfishness to 
Your letter tells me that make a marriage work. 

you and Nancy are no long- You say that you and Nancy are 
er happy together and that you are no longer happy together. Do you 
wondering whether it might not be really believe that constant happi
best to end your marriage. You add ness is guaranteed in marriage or in 
that since I was the minister who any other aspect of life? Aren't you 
married you, both of you feel you mature enough to know that every 
owe it to me to talk the situation marriage has its areas of friction and 
over with me before doing anything that the stresses change as you move 
final. You say you hope that I will through the years? You will never 
understand. solve all your problems; you would 

I do understand. I understand be bored if you did. 
that two people who stood before me This belief that each of you is en
nine years ago and promised to love titled to receive happiness is at the 
and cherish each other forever are bottom of your trouble. You are not 
about to join the ranks of those entitled to any such thing! What 
Americans who, approximately 8oo,- you do have is the privilege and 
ooo every year, decide to demonstrate the problem of giving happiness. 
publicly that they lack the courage, When you master that art, you dis-
outoePasTs {sEPTEMBER '64),@ 1964 BY GUIDEPOSTS ASSOCIATES, INC., CARMEL, N.Y. 89 
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cover that you can't give happiness Otherwise, I see little reason to waste 
without getting it back. my time-or yours. 

At times I wonder if this obses- Half an hour each day for the next ", 
sion with having things just the six days is what I ask you to devote 
way we want them, and sulking if to the experiment. I don't guarantee 
they are not, isn't becoming a kind that these will be pleasant half-hours 
of American disease. Somehow we or easy ones. But surely you owe this 
must get a quality of toughness and much to your children, if not to 
endurance back into our concept of yourselves. Let's face it, the deci
marriage. We must stop thinking of sion on divorce that you are about to 
marriage as a "maybe" proposition make will affect all five of you the 
-maybe it will work, maybe it rest of your lives. 
won't, and if it doesn't we can al- The experiment I want you to try 
ways shuffie the cards and de'al has been tested and found to work. 
agam. The equipment you'll need is sim-

Two generations ago, there were ple: an alarm clock-preferably one 
plenty of marriages in which the go- with a loud tick-two chairs and a 
ing was rocky. But those people quiet room where you will not be 
didn't run to divorce courts at the disturbed. One other requirement: 
first sign of trouble. They thought for this week I want you both to 
of marriage as a contract; it was an stop drinking. Perhaps neither of 
affront to God and society to break you drinks much; but even in small 
it. They were like the pioneers who amounts, especially when. relations 
struggled west; there were always between people are strained, alcohol 
more rivers to be forded, more lowers the threshold of irritability. 
mountains to be crossed. The vast So give it up. The discipline will be 
majority kept going until they had good for you. 
reached the goal they sought. Each day, go together into that 

Certainly there are some cases quiet room, close the door, set the 
where a marriage has been allowed alarm clock to ring in 30 minutes 
to die and nothing can revive it. I and place it where both of you can 
don't think that you two have watch it. Now mentally divide the 
reached that point. But you will half-hour into five-minute periods. 
reach it unless you take some con- In the first five minutes, project 
structive action, and take it quickly. yourselves into the future. Separate-

You say you would like to talk ly and silently, visualize life as it will 
with me. All right. I shall be glad to be if your marriage breaks up. 
see you one week from today-if,· Kenneth, ask yourself what 
between now and then, you and happens to a man when he gets a di
Nancy will agree to an experiment. vorce. He loses his home-the com
If you accept this condition, there fort, the familiarity, the closeness. 
may be some point in our meeting. He usually loses his children, possi-
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bly their respect and affection, cer-
• tain1y most of their companionship. 
• He may also lose his shirt: the costs 

of divorce are murderous; alimony 
can cripple his earnings for years. He 
may find that in his business or pro
fession he has gained the enmity of 
people who can influence his career. 
And he will certainly lose some 
friends; in marital breakups, people 
tend to side with the wife. 

Nancy, in my 42 years in the min
istry I have learned that, emotion
ally, the wife suffers most from a 
divorce. Her sense of failure as a 
person is greater than the man's, her 
loneliness more complete. A man 
has his work to fall back on, with 
its demands and contacts. A woman 
usually does not. If she has children, 
her chances of remarrying are far 
less than the man's. 

In the second five minutes, I want 
each of you to make a supreme effort 
to stop judging the other and exam
ine yourself. Ask yourself certain 
uncomfortable questions. Have you 
magnified this or that grievance out 
of all proportion? Have you been 
too rigid in your demands? Have 
you refused to compromise on key 
issues? Have you judged your mar
riage partner guilty while leaving 
yourself exempt? Doesn't the law of 
averages whisper that sometimes 
you must be in the wrong? 

Do you know why I recommend 
an alarm clock with a loud tick? 
Because one man who tried this ex~ 
periment told me that at the end of 
five minutes the clock seemed to be 
repeating over and over again the 

word at the bottom of his trouble: 
self, self, self, self. 

Here is one other point for you to 
ponder in this self-examination. You 
may expect to marry again; most di
vorced persons do. But, unless you 
face up to the immaturities in your
self, unless you learn more about 
self-discipline and unselfishness than 
you have shown so far, you will 
probably find eventually that you 
have simply exchanged one set of 
emotional problems for another. 

The next five minutes are to be 
spent thinking about your children. 
You may believe that an atmosphere 
of discord and hostility in the home 
is worse for them than the disloca
tions of a divorce. But this selfish 
rationalization is based on an 
assumption that is not necessarily 
true-that the hostility and dis
cord are inevitable and will go on 
forever. 

Certainly, quarreling parents are 
bad for children, especially if they 
lack the self-control to quarrel in pri
vate. But an uneasy home with two 
parents may well be better than a 
broken home with one. It has been 
my observation that when children 
become greatly upset in these situa
tions the thing that bothers them 
most is the fear that their parents 
are going to split up, and that they 
are going to lose one or the other 
of them. 

Nancy, I think that you are the 
one who must refuse to be stam
peded into an unwise course of ac
tion. My wife is convinced that 
women hold the solution to the di-
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vorce trend- and that they could 
reduce it sharply if they would study 
the problems of marriage. Recently 
at a dinner party I overheard her 
say, "It is the woman's job to pro
vide stability in marriage, to make 
the home an 'island of quietness in 
a noisy world.'" And it is the wifo, 
she said, who has to do most of the 
adjusting. "That's why marriage is 
the most demanding and exciting 
career a woman can choose!" 

FoR THE first 15 minutes you will 
have been sitting in silence. Now it 
is time to communicate with each 
other. I want each of you to read 
aloud, taking turns on alternate 
days, these verses from the Bible: 
St. Paul's First Epistle to the Corin
thians, chapter 13, verses 4 through 
7· These four verses contain the most 
profound and inclusive definition of 
love ever written. 

I doubt that you have ever taken 
time to meditate on just what St. 
Paul meant: that love suffers long 
and is kind, that love is not easily 
provoked, that love endures all 
things (not some things, all things). 
After you have read these four verses 
aloud, don't try to discuss them. Just 
close the Bible and think about them 
for five minutes. Inevitably you will 
use them as a yardstick to measure 
your own performance. 

Now it's time for that nostalgic 
game called "Do you remember?" 
Let each of you recall from the past 
and remind the other of some epi
sode that was a moment of harmony 
and closeness. Perhaps the time 

you walked together on a beach 
at sunrise, hand in hand. Perhaps 
the time you sat up all night with a 
sick child. Perhaps some tender or 
ludicrous moment that turned into 
a family joke. There need be no dis
cussion; just recognition of the fact 
that once there was love and sharing, 
and that no possible change of heart 
can erase those moments-or elimi
nate the possibility that they might 
occur agam. 

In the final five-minute period, I 
ask each of you, first, to hold one 
other Biblical phrase in mind: Be 
still-and know that I am God. 
Whatever your concept of God may 
be, I want each of you, speaking 
aloud, to tell Him what you think 
has gone wrong with your marriage 
and what your share of the blame 
may be. Speak from the bottom of 
your heart. 

This, of course, is prayer. You may 
hesitate or even balk at the idea, but 
I can tell you this: I have married 
hundreds of couples and counseled 
hundreds of others, and I have never 
yet known a marriage to fail where 
the partners had-or had acquired 
-the habit of praying aloud togeth
er. It is an emotional lightning rod 
that deflects anger and resentment 
into an area so vast that they are 
simply swallowed up and forgotten, 
like pebbles cast into the sea. 

This need not be a lengthy proc
ess; perhaps one minute will do. 
And there is no set formula. But I 
will guarantee that if you try, you 
will find yourself speaking in a dif
ferent tone of voice, and by the time 
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that alarm clock rings your whole You have to plow through it until 
point of view will be subtly changed. you come out on the other side. 

f This takes courage, and it takes 
I HOPE that you will try this experi- facing of facts. It takes persistence, 
ment.. Because, if your marriage determination, control. That's what 
breaks up, something in each of you you two need. If you and Nancy will 
will always regret it. No matter how take courage in both hands and 
permissive society has become about hang on long enough, you will 
divorce, I have never yet known one achieve a closeness and a strength 
divorced person who, in total hon- that will make your honeymoon 
esty, would not admit to some trace years seem like puppy love-which 
of sadness for the failure of a first in a way they were. Something in 
marnage. you, some wisdom deeper than your 

Not long ago, a colleague of mine conscious mind, knows this; other
preached a sermon in which he said wise, you never would have written 
that he had found in one short sen- to me. Come and see me a week 
tence the answer to many of life's from now. The way out is the way 
thorniest problems. The sentence through; there is a way through. 
was:. "The way out is the way With God's help I think, I hope, I 
through." He meant that when know, that we can find it. NoRMAN 
you're faced with a. difficult situa-
tion you can't solve it by running For information· on reprints, see 
away or pretending it isn't there. page 12. 

++++++ 
Initial Efforts 

LoRD MANCROFT recalls the time when, as a junior minister in the 
Home Office, he first spoke in Parliament. His official brief was headed 
F.G.S.B.C.A.S.T.Y.B. When he asked a civil servant what the initials 
stood for, he was told: "The matter is a difficult one. If you go wrong 
the Opposition will be after you. The initials mean, 'For God's sake be 
careful and stick to your brief.' " -New York Times 

A MONTHLY published at De Soto, Mo., is entitled BLIP-for "Brave 
Little Impossible Publication." -Neal O'Hara, McNaught Syndicate 

A FLoRIDA booster always abbreviates California C.A.L.I.F.-to repre-
sent "Come And Live In Florida." -Evan Esar, Humorous English (Horizon) 

WHEN the principal of an elementary school began publishing a 
monthly staff newsletter, he asked for suggestions for a name for the 
bulletin. The first suggestion was FACULTY -for "Frantic Adults 
Chasing Unruly Little Tireless Youngsters." -contributed by G. R. 



The 
School 
Where 
Fitness 
Counts 
BY BLAKE CLARK 
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-"'L"" meet even minimum 
physical requirements. 
California's La Sierra 
High School shows what 
a well-planned fitness 
program can do. How 
well does your school 
measure up? 

I
N 1961, Is-year-old John 
Terry of La Sierra High 
School in Carmichael, 

California, was pale, puny and 
uncoordinated -a physical
education instructor's despair. 
Yet today John Terry can do 
34 pull-ups and ISO push-ups 
at a stretch; he can swim a 
mile using various strokes, 40 
yards under water, and stay 
afloat for six minutes with his 

-.vd~ feet roped together and his 
hands tied behind his 
back. He can run five 

non-stop miles and follow 
up with a 27o-foot hand-walk 
along parallel bars. He can 
carry a person of his own 
weight five miles. He has be
come muscular and, obvious
ly, exceedingly fit. 

John Terry's transformation is 
one of many that have taken place 
in recent years at La Sierra High. 
At this unusual school, . athletic 
coach Stan Le Protti and his staff 

J 
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INWOOD HOUSE 

GRADUATION LUNCHEON 

JUNE 27th,l967 - 12:30 P.M. 

Miss Charlotte Andress, Executive Director, presiding. 
Miss Iris Binns, Assistant Residence Director, Marshall 

I.. Processional - I·and of Hope and Glory 

Land of hope and glory, mother of the free 
How can IJJe extol thee who are born of thee 
Wider sti~l and wider shall thy bounds be set 
God who made thee mighty, make thee mightier yet. 
God who made thee mighty, make thee mightier yet. 

Miss Charlotte Andress, Mrs. Rodney Albright, 
Reverend Philip A. C. Clark, r!rs. Blanche Nunez, 
Mrs. Jeanne Stockheim, Mrs. Helen Halperin, 
Mrs. Judith Schmidt; 

Graduates: Elaine, Patricia, Frances, Beverly, Susan, Carol, 
Constance, Analda, and Carolyn. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance - Miss Charlotte Andress 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America and to the Republic for which it stands. One 
nation under God - indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all. 

III. America the Beautiful 

0 beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 
America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea. 

IV. Invocation - Mrs. Judith Schmidt, Residence Director 

V. Luncheon 

VI. Introductions - Miss Charlotte Andress, Executive Director 

VII. Speaker - Reverend Philip A. c. Clark, Chaplain 
Senior Minister, Park Avenue Methodist Church 

VIII. Presentations - Mrs. Rodney Albright, Member of the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Managers of 
Inwood House 

IX. Response for the Graduates - Susan 

X. Benediction - Beverly 

XI. Recessional 
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Many among us declare, "The times are out of joint." They 
are! Others agreeing, add, Could it be otherwise if this is God's 
world- the God who is revealed in the Hebrew prophets; the God 
whom we know in Christ Jesus? Old ways are passing. They must! 
The promised new relationship is struggling to be born. It must be 
delivered into common life. We must be its attending physicians. 

Last Sunday we gathered in the street which separates, or ties 
together, the United Nations complex and the new Peace Center at 
the United Nations. Our meeting in that street was the symbol of 
the human link which joins these idealistic enterprises. 

The Peace Center is a venture in Christian idealism, an adven
ture entailing genuine faith and great sacrifice by the women called 
Methodist. 

The ceremonies were inter-denominational, inter-faith, inter
national. Each of these contributing streams reminded us that prej
udice, pride, parochialism, jealousy, hate, and intolerance are the 
causes of our international tensions. These must be exorcised if the 
good should prevail, if the dream of a world at peace is to be re
alized. 

We are gathered today primarily as an intra-faith community 
to plead deliverance from the same evils which plague the interna
tional scene. 

Today, however, the scene of the strife is within our national 
borders. We cannot honestly enlist the scapegoat services of any 
foreign power. The demonism is within us. Its banishment must 
come through the will of that company which is our countrymen. 

Our fathers brought forth upon this continent the reality of 
man's political and religious dreaming. 

All men are created equal in the sight of their Creator and by 
him endowed with certain inalienable rights- among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

How familiar these words sound to most of us! How challeng
ing they are for those who "feel" their promise but have been for
bidden their realization. 

From the date of their first inscription, no new nation, the child 
of man's eternal hunger for freedom , has failed to consult this dic
tum and be intrigued by it. 

In our finer hours we have poured forth life 's blood and bloom 
in prodigal profusion, asserting the truth of this credo. Our conduct 
has often sustained and refreshed the host of those struggling to 
make these dreams their possessions. 

Among our political inheritances is the freedom to worship as the 
dictates of conscience determine and to speak freely under the 
limitation of social responsibility. Wooed by these promises, Meth
odism came to this land developing and husbanding a social concern 
which through its Social Creed opened articulate avenues of expres
sion and conduct for the wider community. 

The Protestant Church, of which Methodism is a branch, affirms 
its belief that all men are created to live in community, in fellowship 
with both God and man. Our Lord reminds us perpetually that we 
cannot fellowship with the God of Creation and reject, neglect or 
abandon our neighbor. It is in welcoming our neighbor into fellow
ship that we really know our God. 

These axioms of our faith have not always been honored. In 
plain fact, we are told the most reluctant soldier in this army strug
gling toward the Good Society has been the institution known as the 
Christian Church. 

Yet, I would remind you that when a man named Rickey bar
tered his professional life in desegregating our national pastime, 
that was the Church become flesh in that man! Mr. Rickey is a de
vout, devoted Christian gentleman. He, too, is the Church. 

When that captain of industry in my acquaintance demanded 
a union enforce the non-segregation clauses of its contract- that is 
the Church. When a labor leader of another communion risks repu
tation and life in the lists of fair employment without regard to 
color, he is the Church. These all are the Word become flesh. 

However, let none report that I defend the institution in all 
its manifold practices. I do not! 

We meet to acknowledge the failures of our yesterdays, as well 
as our slender victories. We meet to pledge ourselves that by God's 
grace we shall lift the creedal principle from the captivity of the 
spoken word and release it into the arena of conduct. 

The names which flare across our papers and our broadcasts
Birmingham, Jackson, Clarksdale; New York, Chicago, Washington; 
Englewood, Malverne, and your town, remind us of our failures at 
brotherhood. They remind us of the justified impatience of the dis
enfranchised, the dispossessed, the ghettoed, the deliberately deserted 
and conveniently forgotten. 

Many of us, most of us, belong to the great Party of Silence 
accepting the indignities and injustices visited upon some of our 
fellows, without either noticeable qualm or gentle protest. Yet, if 
even one-half of the Christian ministers, priests and Jewish rabbis 

wlw have pledged themselves to healing the sick, freeing the prison
ers, opening the eyes of the blind, befriending the lonely, establish
ing justice, if this army would protest vigorously, the climate would 
be altered. 

That many do not speak because of fear of reprisal from the 
pew, economic and social, may be true. If it is true, we have already 
lost one of our freedoms- the freedom of prophetic utterance. R e
fuse this freedom, then be reminded of Lincoln's admonition
those who deny freedom to others do not deserve it for themselves 
and under God cannot long retain it. As ministers let us speak the 
word of justice, of freedom, of human dignity. This is the Word 
for which he died. As laymen - hear the word spoken in love. Heed 
it! Then share it in your community as his ambassadors. Where can 
the doctrine of the priesthood of all believers be more profitably 
exercised! 

Let us not be moved to criticize other sections of our land. 
Consider the necessities of justice and brotherhood within your 
neighborhood! 

Answer a simple question! If you were a person of color, would 
you find the educational opportunities offered your child to be such 
as would open the doors to full community life? Or if by chance 
color had been your birthright, would the job opportunity you now 
enjoy be yours? Apply the supposition to housing, to community 
relationship- yea, and verily to your church. Applying, remember , 
"Do unto others as ... ye would be done by." That law has not 
been repealed! 

Does an affirmative answer come readily? Does it arrive at all? 
I doubt it! What a cause for decisive action, that what is shall 

not continue! 

The only weapon toward change many possess is the protest of 
dramatic nature- the street demonstration. If this be true, so let 
it be! Most of these demonstrations have been an orderly exercise 
of the right of American citizens to peacefully gather and plead re
dress of their grievances. When the grievances have been removed , 
the demonstrations will cease. 

In this hour the Christian conscience should hear Eugene Debs. 
So long as there is a man unjustly in prison, I share his imprison
ment. 

So long as there are those who are dispossessed, I shall join their 
protest and accept their stigma. Can we do less as American citizens, 
as members of the Christian community, and keep our citizenship 



valid? Let each of us be possessed by a moral revulsion at the ac!i 
cumulated indignities visited upon our Negro fellow-citizens. Let 
us ·protest in every possible manner; . 

Let us resign from the Party of Silence. Let your will be made 
known in the Congress. Sustain our representatives' better efforts 
and prod their flagging spirits. Refuse the low road of expediency; 
ana gradualism. Hear again the victorious refrain, "We shall over
come" and be a partner to its realization. A partner, not in conde
scension, but in respect for the worth of every man in God's great 
family. 

Freedom now should be every man's cry for only in univers<i:l 
freedom is every man free- only so are we the inheritors of Christ's 
freedom. Only as reconciling agents are we his sons and daughters.: 

A certain church fellowship was debating the economic 'hazards 
of "open housing." The debate cantered all the familiar arguments 
around the forensic ring. Then, a school teacher whose income 
must fall within the bracket of "modest" addressed his fellows. Half
shyly he said, "We own our home." On second thought, he amended 
it, "We and the bank. If this motion does prevail and the dour 
prophecy should be realized, I still have no option in my vote. This 
is finally no matter of economics. It is a matter of my Christianity. 
I can only vote to uphold the motion. In doing so I know I serve 
his will." 

We gather together, not primarily to rehearse our past and 
note both failure and victory. We gather to pledge ourselves to the 
immediacy of the now. Realizing that unless we provide effective 
leadership in our communities, moral action will not occur. 

We gather realizing that apart from our action Christ will con
tinue to be crucified by the denials of our conduct. I plead with you 
in His Name, Let this not bel 

A PRAYER 
.. · ... ,, 

0 Lord, Our God, Almighty, Everlasting; Creator of the whitling 
majesties. · ... · ,,, . 

Creator of all who dweii upon t.he earth. Hear thou our . pray~r .. )I1 
thine own image of mind and will, we believe thou hast riiade us: 
To 'think thy thoughts a'fter thee lias been our shared .gift, to do .thy 
will our glory~ · · · - · · · · · · .. · · · 

Forgive us, Lord, as our mind$ have become pridefully vagrant, our 
wms heated in rebellion, and thy will not done -through us. . : ' '. 
0 Lord, so easily we pray, "Our Father/' Praying- we ask an alms, 
our daily bread, forgiveness for our sin,. a path lightened by. thy-grace. 

Forgive us as we· have defiled thy hous€hold by our sin, esttartged 
the members of thy family, unwilling to share our daily bread, re
fusing to forgive that we might know the healing of thy forgiven'ds. 

Brother, neighbor, friend; family, home: and neighborhood. 
1
Hovv 

pleasant sound these words before thy throne, all inheritances of thy 
gift through him. 

Forgive us, Lord, as in arrogance, callousness and resentment we 
~ave refused to know our brother, to be a neighbor, to help create 
a neighborhood. 

0 Lord, stars hast thou set within our hearts- to feed the hungry, 
to lead the blind, to heal the sick, to comfort the lonely, to rriak'e 
whole the broken-hearted. That we have permitted these st<irs to 
fade and die, 0, Lord, forgive us in this hour. ·;· 

Forgive us as in mourning we seek thy grace. Remember yesterday's 
sin no more. Help tis to claim thy promise that in thee all meri m<iy 
become one brotherhood, one everlasting fellowship. · · 

In thy holy name we pray 

Amen. 
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WOMEN'S SERVICE GUILD 

Our Women's Service Guild offers a 
program to all women of the community who 
are interested in fellowship, study, worship 
and social service. The Group meets the 
second Wednesday of each month in private 
homes for coffee and a program. 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 

The deeper nurture of the Christian 
faith takes place when individuals share their 
ideas and commitment. In small groups. where 
Christians gather for discussion and close 
fellowship, the witness and true ministry of 
the Church becomes real. These groups func
tion on a community basis, and are open to 
all who wish to explore and deepen their 
faith in this way. 

FELLOWSHIP GATHERINGS 

Throughout the year the Church gathers 
for times of fellowship. Fellowship suppers 
are held in the Church Hall. and the Church 
sponsors special holiday occasions. 

HOW TO REACH THE CHURCH 
The following trams and buses run to Boitsfor t from downtown Brussels.-

Tram no 4 from La Bourse (rue H . Maus) - Tram n° 16 from le C entenaire (Place St. Lambert) 
Tram n° 31 fro m La Bourse (rue Marche-aux-Poulets) 

Bus n° 17 from Place de Ia Monnaie - Bus n° 33 from Square Henri Rey 
You should allow 45 minutes for the journey from the downtown tram or bus terminus to the Church . 

BRUSSELS 

The address of the Church is: 19 Katte nberg. Boitsfort. 
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The American Church 

on the grounds of 

THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 

NCE 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP GROUP~ 

Children's Fellowship : 
5th and 6th grades, or 10-11 years old. 
(Bi-monthly) 

Junior High Fellowship : 
7th and 8th grades, or 12-13 years old. 

Senior High Fellowship : 
9rh - 12th grades, or 14-18 years old. 

SUMMER YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Each summer, speci al projects 
activities are held for om· Youth. These inc! 
bike trips (Two trips. one for two we' 
hosteling in other countries for the Ser 
group and one for one week, hosteling 
Holland for the Junior group). 

VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL 

A Vacation Church School is held e 
summer for two weeks. with daily sessi 
from 9:00-12:00. The program is based 
materials produced by the National Cou 
of Churches in America. 

BOY SCOUT PROGRAM 

Scout Troop no 119 of the Transatla 
Council is sponsored by the Church and m' 
each Wednesday night in the Church H 



&eli ~undalJ 
Morning Worship 

The Sunday service begins at 10:30 a.m. 
held in our new building on the grounds of 
The lntenational School. 

Church School 
Classes are available for all ages. The 

Church School begins at 10:30 with preschool 
children (Nursery and Kindergarten) reporting 
directly to the classrooms. All others attend 
the Morning Worship with their parents and 
are dismissed to their classes during the ser~ 

vice. The classes are terminated at 12 noon. 
A nurse is on duty to care for infants. 

Coffee Hour 

A Coffee and Fellowship hour is held 
each Sunday in the Church Hall directly 
following the Service. (from 11 :30 to 12 noon). 

Youth Program 

The Youth Fellowship Groups present 
a varied program on Sunday evenings. 

Hallock N. Mohler. Pastor 
21. avenue Wellington, 
74.31.38 Brussels 18 

Rosaline Me Keever. Secretary 
Church Office 19, Kattenberg 
73.05.81 Boitsfort 

Albert De Konink, Custodian 

Further information on all Church Activities 
may be obtained be calling the Church Office. 

W..ef.eo-rne to 

The American Protestant Church of 
Brussels welcomes you to its city. We know 
that you will enjoy your stay. If you are 
a tourist, you will find Brussels to be one of 
the most charming cities in Europe. If you 
are coming to live in Brussels, you will dis· 
cover its life to be exciting and rewarding. 

Our Church is here to unite the English~ 
speaking people of Brussels in a common 
witness to the Christian faith. Sharing in this 
witness are families from all major denomina~ 
tions. as well as from many different back~ 
grounds, occupations, and nationalities. 

Inside this pamphlet. you will find infor~ 
mation concerning some of our Church's 
programs and activities, and the schedule of 
the Sunday services. We invite you to parti~ 
cipate in any of these. 

If we can serve you in any way, please 
call on us. ' 

Hallock N. Mohler, 

Pastor 
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WELCOME 

All visitors are most cordially welcomed to Rome and to 
these services, by the pastor and congregation and the 
Italian Methodist Church. By worshipping here with us 
you are helping in achieving our multiple purposes, which 
are to provide a fellowship of worship for visitors passing 
through Rome, and to lend aid and encouragement to 
Methodism in Italy through a constant demonstration of the 
strength and spirit of our faith. 

Those who w ill remain here for some time are invited 
to aff iliate w ith us and to share the satisfaction and 
responsibilities of a full and regular church life. 

There is a Visitors' Book a r th e back of the church , and 
we shall treasure a record of your having worsh ipped with 
us. Normally, the service is followed by a fellowship tea 
in the pastor 's residence on the top floor of this building, 
during wh ich we may all become better acquainted with 
one another. 

METHODISM IN ITALY 

Methodism in Italy has a t r iple root: In 1861 the W es
leyan Methodist Missionary Society of Great Britain began 
its work here. A dozen years later the American Methodist 
Episcopal Church entered the field : to this group is attribut
ed the honour of hav ing built the first Protestant Church in 
Rome, although that build ing was soon exchan~ed for the 
fine structure at the junct ion of Via Firenze and Via Venti 
Settembre (between Piazza San Bernardo, w here stands 
the Moses f ountain, and the Quirinal Palace) in which the 
Italian Methodist Church has its headquarters and holds 
Sunday morning serv ices. 

The chapel in which we meet was opened in 1878, on a 
truly historic and symbolic spot, by Alessandro Gavazzi, the 
chapla in , fri end and co l laborator with Gar ibaldi in the 
unification of Italy. Orig inally one of the most e loquent 
Rom an Catholic preachers of the day, he broke with th e 
Papacy over its political intransi<;ency, and led a movement 
known as the "Free Church of ltuly". After his death, thi s 
th ird stem, represent ing the indigenous Italian contr ibut ion, 
was joined with the Method ist organisations originating in 
British and American missionary activities. The growth of 
the Church was severely handicapped during the period of 
Fascism and war; buildings were lost or diverted to other 
uses, congregations were dispersed and repressive legisla
t ion impeded evangel istic efforts. 

Following the War, the British and American Missions 
were fused, and a single Evangelical Methodist Church 
was formed under Italian leadership. Although the Ame
rican church has discontinued its direct financia l aid and 
missionary effort, the British Methodist Missionary So
ciety continues to station a minister at the Church. He 
has pastoral care of the English-speaking congregation, 
represents British Methodism in Italy, and functions as 
an additional two-way channel for contacts between 
Italian Methodism and Methodist and other Churches 
outside Italy. The building in which we meet is owned 

1 by the British Society, and the revenues from the rental 
of its flats are, for the most part, used to support the 
work of the Italian Church. 

Currently the Eva ngelical Methodist Church of Italy (to 
use its full title) serves about 4,000 full members in about 
60 centres throught the country, with the help of some 30 
ministers and evangel ists. Although the Church is strongest 
in the northern industrial centres, its recent growth has been 
most impressive in the depressed mountainous and southern · 
areas. The centenary year of Methodism in Italy, in 1961, 
was followed in 1962 by the achievement of independent 
status as a Church , in full agreement with the Brit ish Metho
dist Con ference. 

Though cut off by langL.>age from the main body of 
Methodism, wh ich is largely Engl ish-speaking, Italian Me
thodists are keenly appreciative of interest and collaboration 
from abroad . They pub li sh a month ly newspaper, the 
" Voce Metodista" (ava il ab le upon request), w hich carries 
a co lumn in Engl ish with th e specific purpose of keeping 
friends abroad informed on developments and progress 
here. I hus, it is hoped, those who w ill pray for this smal l 
Church, courageously confronting its many difficuties, 
may more rea listica l ly envisage the situat ion of those for 
whom they pray. 

The Reverend Mario Sbaffi, President of the Chiesu 
Evangelica Metodista d' lta l ia, and the Reverend Pier Paolo 
Grassi, pastor of the church on Via Fi renze, and al l of th eir 
Italian fellow-Method ists, wou'd be deeply gratefu! if 
you wou ld visit any of their services. You wi ll find services 
in Italian interest ing, and your presence will greatly encou
rage the worshippers. A list of those in the larger centres 
is p rinted later . 

THIS CHURCH 

Th is congregat ion, initiated on Advent Sunday 1955, more 
than tripled its regula r attendance by th e end of its fifth 
year. The membership cons ists of a relatively small number 
of semi-permanent expatriates in Rome and a lan;er g roup 
of those who remain for per iods of from six months to four 
years : students, professiona l people, dip lomats, and busi
ness-men. Thus to flourish the church requires a constant 
influx of new members, to rep lace those w ho depart. An 
"a f filiate" membership is authorised for those, of any 
Protestant Church , who wish to accept a rol e as members 
while retaining their off icia l membership in their home 
church . Although, naturally, Amer ican and British f am ilies 
predominate, indiv iduals and families from places as dispa
rate as Korea , Japan, Ceylon , Liberia, Ghana, and South 
Africa have been regu lar communicants. Our Visitors' Book, 
signed by upwards of a thousand persons coming from 
thirty or more different countries during a typical year, 
records another element, more transitory but no less pre
cious, in our fellowship. As a semi-autonomous unit within 
the Italian Methodist Church , this congregation is governed 
in matters of finance and local affairs by a "Church Coun
cil" elected annually by the members. 

,. 

THE COLLECTION AND ITS USE 

A collection is taken during the hymn which follows the 
sermon. After the nominal expenses of the church have 
been met, these offerings are devoted to diffrent projects 
connected with, and in furtherance of, the Protestant wit
ness in Italy. Among the objects of our concern are the 
Ita lia n M ethodist Church itself, its pension fund for retired 
ministers, and a youth camp - " Ecumene" - being erected 
in the hills south of Rome as a place of retreat, instruction, 
and Christ ian fellowship for pastors, lay preachers, and 
youth, both Italians and visitors. W e are partially support
ing a child -care centre attached to the Methodist church in 
Rapolla, Lucania. The great need for such a centre arises 
from th e fact that in that poverty-stricken area, al l ad ult 
and able members of the family must go to the fields to 
work, leav ing the small chi ldren in the care of the church. 
Our collections help pay, among other things, t he salary of 
the teacher-superv isor, and fo r daily food for the children . 

Other benevolences inc I ude support for the pub I ication 
of Methodist li tera tu re in Itali an, g if ts to "Casa Materna" 
and other Method ist child -care centres, and grants to the 
Y.M .C.A., Br itish and Forei<;::n Bible Society, Salvation Army, 
and other worthy local causes. Our resources are small 
and the needs are great: a number of Ital ian cong regations 
are struggl ing va liant ly to find funds """' ~~· ' ' 
replace the inadequate buildings in 
there is a property which could l::i 
needed old peop le's home; there is a crying need for 
addit ional child-care cen t res; the Church needs to have the 
resources to enab le it to aid in combatting illiteracy, ant i
social apathy, and uneconom ic social and agr icultural p rac
tices in depressed areas. If, upon your return home, you 
are inclined to interest your fellow-worshippers in Ital ian 
mission pro jects, the pastor or members would be h appy 
to supply additiona l information. The Min ister wou ld be 
pleased to add any gifts sent to the amou nts ta ken in 
co ll ect ions. W ishes regarding the earmark ing of any gift 
for a specific type of pro ject w ill be scrupulously respected. 

W e hope you en joy your visit to Rome and to us in 
th is chu rch; we apprec iate your jo ini ng in worship w ith 
us, and we trust that you w ill make this your religious 
"home" wh il e, or w henever, you are in Rome. 

THE CHU RC H COUNCIL 
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YOUR PRAYERS 

Whe n you remember before God His Methodist Work in Italy, wi ll 

you p lease: 

PRAY f or it s MIN ISTRY - th at God wi l l ca l l young men of t he sp i r i t 

of John W es ley snd Fr ancis Asbury w ho may proclaim to modern 

It aly the gospe l of God's f ; ee Grace for A l l Men; 

PRAY of its PRES IDENT - for w isdom and strength in guidi ng a youn g 

Chu rch in t hese cr iti ca l yea rs of i ts life; 

PRAY for ,it s PEOPLE - that t he i r faith rr;ay not f ai l in the midst of 

di s:oureg ements and opposi tion, t hat they may h ave a f uller vi sion 

of the work God cal ls His Church to d::> in th is land; and th at t hey 

may sh are not on ly the Pr iesthood bu t also the Apostolate of al i 

Be lievers; 

PRAY for the deve lopment of deeps r un ity in the work of Christ 

in Italy. 

PRAY for t he Ita li an M ethodist Church in Rom e, t he leadi ng Method ist 

Church in I taly, th at i t may point t he way of fai th·f u l service to 

other churches; 

PRAY for t he ORPHANAGE at Casa M aterna, Porti ci, Naples, and the 

220 chi ld ren dependen t on its continuance; 

PRAY f or ECU M ENE, the Confe rence and Ret reat Cent re wh ich our 

Youth, together wi th t hose of other countr ies and Churches, are 

b u i ld ing on a hi ll side above Ve ll etr i; 

PRAY for t he work among ch i ldren at Rapo ll a (Luca n ia), Villa San 

Sebast iane, and Naples; 

PRAY for the RADIO SERV ICES - t hat God w ill use them even more 

w ide ly to m qke His Gospe l known. 

METHODIST SERVICES 

IN THE PRINCIPAL ITALIAN CENTRES 

BOLOGN A 

Via V enez ian 3 11 a.m . 

CARRARA 

Vi a Rosse l li 49 10 a.m . 

FIREN ZE 

Via dei Benci 9 10.30 a. m. 

GO RIZIA 

Via Rismondo 5 10 a.m. 

INTRA 

Via Mamel i 19 9 a.m . 

LA SPEZIA 

V ia cia Passano 11 a.m . 

M ILANO 

V ia Cesare Cor renti 11 11 a.m . 

Corso Garibaldi (corner 

Vi a cleg li A ngio li ) 11 a.m . 

NAFO LI 

V ia Sergent e M agg iore 11 a.m. 

PADOVA 

Via M atteott i 2 b is 10.45 a.m . 

PALERMO 

Via Roso l ino Pi lo 22 10.30 a.m. 

PARMA 

Borge Tomm asini 26 10.30 a.m. 

PIAC ENZA 

Via S. Giuliano 7 

PORTICI ( N apo li) 

Corso Gar ibaldi 235 
(Casa Materna) 

ROMA 

V!a XX Settembre 
(corner V ia Fi renze ) 

SAVONA 

Piazz a Diaz 4 

TERN I 

V ia de ll a V ittor ia 

11 a.m. 

6 p .m. 

11 a.m . 

(corne r Via Rismondo) 11 a.m . 

TR IESTE 

Sca la dei G iganti 51 10 .30 a.m . 

VENEZIA 

Sottoport ico de l Cava lletto 
(S. M arco Square) 10 .30 a.m . 

THE METHODIST CHURCH 
PIAZZA PONTE SANT'ANGELO, ROME 

Pastor : Rev. D. ALAN KEIGHLEY 
Via del Banco di Sonto Spirito, 3 - Tel. 65 68 314 

SERV ICES IN ENGLI SH - SUNDA YS 10.30 A. M . 

SIMULTANEOUS SUNDAY SC HOOL 

YOUNG PEO PLE'S BIBLE CLASS- SUN DAY A T 9.45 A M . 

USUAL ORDER OF SERVI CE 

Call to worship 
Prayers of adoration and penitence 

Lord's Prayer 
Hymn 

Responsive read ing 
Ch ild ren's Hymn 

(Chi ld ren move out to Sunday Schoo l 
during the last verse ) 

Notices 
Scripture Read ings 

Prayers of intercession and pet it ion 
Hymn 

Sermon 
Prayer 
Hymn 

(during wh ich the offering is rece ived) 
Dedica tory prayer 

Benediction 



The Scripture Lesson for today is 
taken from the Gospel of Matthew, 
Chapter Three: Verses 13 gs , ... ,z. 

Over 



AFTER ••••• pause a few seconds after readin 
from Bible, then say: 

"THUS ENDETH THE READING OF THE HOLY 

\ SCRIPTURE. MAY GOD ADD HIS BlESSING TO THE 

READING OF HIS WORD AND TO OUR UNDERSTANDING 

II 



The Order of Worship 

Nine Thirty and Eleven o'clock December 26, 1976 
First Sunday After Christmas Day 

PRELUDE: "A Carpenter is Born" ............................... Edmundson 
"Virgin's Slumber Song" ............................ Edmundson 

*HYMN: 'We Three Kings" ......................................... No. 402 

*INVOCATION 

WELCOME, REGISTRATION and PARISH NOTICES 

RESPONSIVE READING: "Nunc Kimittis" ........................... No. 614 
*GLORIA PATRI 
ANTHEM: "JoyToTheWorld" ............................... Handel/Track 

SCRIPTURE: Old Testament: Isaiah 42:1-9 
New Testament: I John 4:9-16 

COLLECT 
0 God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth 
of thine only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him 
for our Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him when 
he shall come to be our judge, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. AMEN. 

PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD'S PRAYER 

CHORAL AMEN 

OFFERTORY: "I Saw Three Ships" ..................... Arranged by Willcocks 

*DOXOLOGY and PRAYER 
(Children and Youth may go to their classes) 

*HYMN: "Go Tell It on the Mountain" ................................ No. 404 

SERMON: "FOLLOWING CANOPUS" ...................... Dr. Woudenberg 

*HYMN: "In the Bleak Midwinter" ................................... No. 376 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE: "Let All Together Praise Our God" ......................... Bach 

*Congregation standing 

ACOLYTES 9:30 John Bradley 
11:00 Teresa Walker 

USHERS 9:30 Kenneth Walker, C.K. Wu, Bill Hellman, Gustav Galko 
11:00 Leonard Carson, Malcolm Bauer, Lauchlin Currie, Kenneth Cr~bbe 

CHURCH OF THE WAYFARER STAFF 
Ministers, Paul R. Woudenberg, Charles C. Anker; Secretaries, Pearl Pike and 
Eleanor Stairs; Organist, Betty Robinson Fors; Sanctuary Choir Director, Ann 
Welchner, Youth Choirs Director, Dorothy Reiter; Custodian, Zack Standley; 
Gardner, Andrew Abbot; Nursery Attendant, Carol Still. 

YOUR OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK 
TODAY -At 9:30 our children attend the first part of church with their parents. 
Following the Doxology and Prayer, they leave by the Garden Room to attend their 
Church School classes. Only the Nursery is open at 11 o'clock. 

COFFEE and FELLOWSHIP await you in the Garden after each service. Hosts at 
10:30 are Ethel Currie and daughter, Christian Currie; at 12:00, Evelyn and Leonard 
Carson. 

There are still church offering envelopes to be picked up. Please stop by the 
Garden Room between services or following each service. We would like to save 
having to mail them. 

At 7:00 p.m. all Youth Christmas party at the Ken Walkers, 25521 Hacienda 
Place (off Rio Vista Drive). Bring a wrapped white elephant gift. 

WEDNESDAY-At 3:30p.m. to 4:30p.m. Children's Choir rehearsal in Fellowship 
Hall. 

At 4:30p.m. to 5:30p.m. Young Wayfarers Choir rehearsal in Fellowship Hall. 

THURSDAY -At 7:45p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal in Choir Loft. 

SATURDAY-The Church Office will be closed on New Years Day. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
·The annual Missions Night all church dinner meeting will be held February 1. It 

will be jointly sponsored by the United Methodist Women and the Outreach 
Commission. The program will be presented by Ray Severson who represents the 
Red Bird Mission and Henderson Settlement of the United Methodist Church in the 
Appalachian Mountain area. Save the date; more details later. 

Cou~les Club will not meet in January since they will be helping with the dinner 
arrangements. 

Our appreciation to Dorothy Reiter for the loan of her authentic hand painted 
Angel orchestra. These adorable little figures were purchased in Weisbaden, 
Germany over a period of 3 years and were a gift from her husband, Colonel Reiter 
and her music students. (See the display case near Church office.) 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
1 Eleanor Stairs 17 Hiram Broiles 

Marcella Bishop 
Jody Lyons 
Madelyn Broome 
Robert G. Taylor 

3 Betty Fors 
5 Kenneth Crabbe 

Betty Custer 
6 W.R. Abbot 
7 Effie Theobald 
8 JamesWood 

Jill Whalley 
9 ldell Budd 

10 Malcolm Bauer 
Frances Cook 
Nelo S. Drizari 

11 Ruth Suse 
John Carley 

14 Sally Plummer 
Gustav Galka 

15 Carl Uppman 

18 Bea Ainsworth 
Wade W. Smith 

19 Esther Sefton 
Julia Gaskell 

20 Jan Clemens 
Barbara Anker 
Jay Sharp 
Viki Kotelly Spear 
Nella Torri 

21 Ruth Seydel 
Lucile Warren 

22 Rosina Woudenberg 
Kay Hahl 
Eloise Andrus 

23 Frances Fellows 
24 Joseph R. Turner, Ill 
25 Saima Sailer 

Sarah Bonner 
Patricia Reid 

26 Kenneth J. Walker 
Evelyn Head 

28 Rolf Ullestad 
30 Corliss Myers 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
10 Homer and Gladys Bolter 
16 Gene and Betty Bartlett 
20 Nella and Arnie Torri 



NEWS ABOUT FRIENDS 
Congratulations to Nelo Drizari on the announcement in the December 20 Pine 
Cone of his new book "Picturesque Garden of Enchantment". Mary Crawford had 
surgery for ruptured appendix last week and is recuperating at Monterey Eskaton 
Hospital. All of us are wishing Mary a speedy recovery. Viki and Carter Spear left 
December 20 to spend the holidays in Florida with Viki's family. They will return mid
January. Good news- Elmer Windhorst is home from the hospital. The many 
friends of Kay Hahl and Fred Schaad express their love and sympathy upon the 
death of their brother, Carlton E. Schaad on December 16 at Hersey, Pa. The 
sympathy of our congregation is extended to June Wilder on the death of her son 
Loren W. Wilder who died December 7 after a lengthly illness. 

LETTER OF APPRECIATION has been received from Board of Global Ministries of 
the UMC., New York City for our gifts to the Philippine Earthquake Fund and to the 
Methodist School in Rio de Janeiro. 

PLEDGING REPORT 
Lewis Alabaster reports that as of December 14, 1976, we have 172 pledges in 

hand totaling $70,098. This averages $408 per pledge, per annum. The goal for 1977 
is now $75,000, revised slightly from the previous estimate. The complete income 
budget is as follows: 

Pledge Income 
Plate Income 
Weddings (Net) 
Easter & Christmas 
Interest 
Other Income 
TOTAl BUDGET 

84% 
4 
3.5 
5.5 
2 
1 

$75,000 
3,801 
3,100 
5,000 

_1,750 
900 

$89,551 

A comparison with previous years is useful. The figures (except for 1973) 
representing comparable advance pledging just prior to the beginning of the New 
Year. 

For 1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 

247 (actual) $47,400 
162 (advance) 47,105 
134(advance) 41,291 
146 (advance) 61,275 

192.00 
291.00 
308.00 
420.00 

If your pledge is not yet in, we would be grateful to hear from you before the 
end of 1976. Again, thanks for your support. 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY 
THE CHURCH OF THE WAYFARER 

BOX 2205, CARMEL, CALIFORNIA 93921 
Telephone 624-3550 

Entered as Second Class Matter at the 
Post Office at Carmel, California, 
March 19, 1952, under the act of 

March 3, 1879 
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DO YOU REMEMBER the little girl who at Christmas 
got a pin cushion from her aunt and dutifully wrote a 
thank you note: "Dear Auntie: Thank you so much. I 
have wanted a pin cushion all my life but not very 
much." 

Christmas gifts have a way of dividing themselves 
into categories. Here are some samples: 

1. The "Useful Present." Socks and ties often fall 
into this category but the par excellent gift is 
underwear. It has extra value because it is never seen in 
use and thus has absolutely no ego returns at all. 

Nurnber68' 

2. "The Self Improvement Present." This is category "one" type gift with some 
uplift thrown in. Deodorant would be a nice example. A more subtle gift would be 
strong perfume quite contrary to anything the receiver has ever worn. Books 
sometimes fall into this group and are rarely read by either the giver or the giftee. 

3. The "Toy". Genuine toys without uplift or self-improvement are very hard to 
find. Kids pick up on the motives of giving at once and the slightest suspicion;of 
"being done good to at" will obsolete a toy at once. The best toy is one which pro
vides hilarious brief entertainment before being demolished-a s~ort life expectancy 
indicating sincerity. · 

4. The "Puzzle". Often given as a type 4 present but in truth is usually the result 
of a contest of wills between giver and receiver. Good puzzle doers, either jigsaw or 
mechanical, are generally egomaniacs. ' ·· 

5. The "Gimmick". Each year there is a fashionable gift. The W.~ter-pik was a 
splendid example a few years ago. Electric toothbrushes and back ~ctatchers would 
be more typical since battery powered devices are usually discarded after one round 
of use. .~i: 

6. The "Homemade Useful Object." Clay ash trays, wooden book ends of light 
weight, and the long forgotten "leave a note" pad in a wooden shelter are exafllples. 
There is a hundred to one shot that you may have a friend of real skill. ·' 

7. Money. Shifts the problem to the receiver-one of the rare problems in life 
that seem to charm. 

I hope you received what you wanted. Merry Christmas! 
Paul 

---<Mot,. •• 
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f0e.~·L;] /Je.,. ~~-~· . By LUCILLE DE ST. ANDRE ~ 
I -----------~------~.~ .. ~ 

One of the 92nd Street YM-YWHA's finest is 81-year-old 
Ben "Rosie" Rosenberg, a boxing, handball and pool (pocket 
billiards) champion. One of his many vanqui!;hed handball · 
adversaries is Jim Bouton, ex-Yankee champion-pitcher. Mr. 
Rosenberg first came to the Y in 1902, 74 years ago, and has 
been a member and daily visitor ever since. . 

"Ben is physically and mentally in outstanding condition · 
for a man of his age," said the Y's Health Club Director Zeth 
Chaves. "He still plays handball and shoots a very good 
game of pocket billiards. His ey~ight and steadiness of hand 
are remarkable. He has many friends here and is known 
affectionately as 'Rosie."' Mr. Rosenberg, who weighs 171 
pounds and stands five feet nine inches tall, is "the product of 
a lifetime of the Y habit," says Health and Physical 
Education Director Chuck Bronz. 

Mr. Rosenberg's 76-year-old wife Ida, whom he describes 
as "the W?rld's champion chicl5en matzoh ball and gefilte 
'fish maker," attributes much of the'couple~1s good health ("I\ 
thank God every day for it") to eating the right foods and 
moderate living. By "right" food she means "vegetables, . 

·fruit, whole grain wheat bread and not much meat." The 
couple doesn't believe in vitamin pills except for vitamin c; 

"I was born in Radom, Poland (near Warsaw). We cam·e to 
1 the Lower East Side when I was eight. I had two brothers. 
The second day after we landed a,t Ellis Island, in the spring 
of 1902, my mother wanted to find a school for us. 

"We lived down on Allen Street. My .father was a clothes 
pres'ser and worked ir1 one of the sweatshops. We lived in a 
cold water flat and the toilet was down the hall so we moved 
the same year up to 99th Street between Second and Third. recuperating at Chatillon-Sur-Seine. He was discharged from 
Avenues. My father took the Third Avenue El down to work. the Army in 1919 and then married Ida. 

"One day we were playing in the street and a kid said, 'Im Earlier, Mr. Rosenberg had decided that he wanted to 
going to theY.' Another said, 'Me too.' So I .ran along with become a pharmacist. He had never graduated from public 
them. The Y was then two converted tenements with the . school, so he got private tuition to pass his college entrance 
walls broken through and a swimming pool and gymnasium. examinations. <He had obtained working papers when he · 
The instructor called me over and asked my name. He knew I was 12 and had worked in a drugstore.) He graduated from 
was not a member and asked, 'Would you like to become Columbia College of Pharmacy. and opened a drugstore on 
one? Go home and tell your mother to give you a dollar.' 33rd Street. In 1929 the· market crashed and his business 

"Pow!--my mother gave me a slap on the cheek. A family flopped. He became a salesman in electrical supplies and 
could live off a dollar for a day. So I went around to all the later opened his own business. · 
stores along Third Avenue and made deliveries and got me Today Brite Electric Supply Corporation is run by one of 
$1.50 in one week. I ran to theY and paid my dollar. Then I Mr. Rosenberg's two sons-in-law. He has two daughters and 
gave my mother the 50 cents. Pow!--she gave me another six grandchildren. He and his wife travel "quite a bit since l 
slap and said, 'Where's the dollar?' " retired seven years ago. We're just back from Hawaii and in 

:.'vir. Rosenberg enlisted in the army in 1912 at the age of 18 March we'll go to Scottsdale near Phoenix, Arizona. It's 
and was sent to guard the locks of the Panama Canal. He also beautiful desert country. My wife visits the Indian reser
boxed as a light heavyweight in the army and won a cham- vations and I play golf." 
pionship. In 1915 he was discharged but re-enlisted to attend The Rosenberg's live in a co-op on Park Avenue, around 
officers'training school. He was sent overseas early in World. the corner from theY. What's his recipe for a good long life? 
War I and wounded twice, once by gassing and once by · : "Live every day moderatley for that day, with a 
machine gun. "The doctors told me I was lucky my spinal reasonable provision for: the future. Like a prize fighter, roll 
chord was not touched." Rosenberg learned Fr~nch while with the punches." 
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l 
~ 'the ~~~a·nt Jlol.ni (originally)n the village~- ~~I~'~-~ 
~ THE LARGEST BATH BOUTIQUE IN THE CITY ; 

~ "If Its For The Bath, We Have It."~--. 
~ _ SHOWER CURTAINS MADE TO YOUR MEASUREMENTS . \!E:J:~:: 
~ OUR ONLY LOCATION 401 Third Avenue (near 28th Streetl725·5772 j:; .. ··· . -
,U:.:J-.i.£U .. U . .I.UU.l~..I:&U".Uuu..t.&.U;I:.U.&~LU:~.au.&.L.U..U..O:.&".UU.J.Ll .U:.I"~J 

c~ THEHIREDHAND C 
1364 Lex. Ave. · 

0 90thSt. 11-e A 
T 722-1355 L 

Patchwork, Applique 1 
T Pillows, Quilts C 
O Classes 
N 5 per cent off with this ad. 0 

•SUPPLIES• 

I .. Independent Plant t> r 
t4 Wholesalers ~-
~119 Spring St. SoHo"-, 'W, 

Herb & Vegetable Seedlings Now Available 
Open daily 9-6 3 for $1 in 3" pots 

Sat-Sun 12-6 · 925-0507 

LARGEST 
~nr.-r.no~ 

fHltrWI:SI 

OPEN: Tues-Sai11·6PM 

.. 
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M ul1anunad ·Ali Rescues 
A Center for Aging Here 

By FRA!'iK J. PIUAL 
i .JusL alter ~J::;u A.\1. yest(·r-:their r:ogra:n ',\"CJU[d C(Jntinuc. 

ld:l\· \1uh:i111Jl•.Jd Ali wr;ikl•d' "LI"CI'\'1)11<~ \1 .. \S c•Yirn ·· \1~-i I "' ~ .... . It..;.' • , -::. 

,into the .l!i!l;.ide /1:;c<l P<ngr,l:n,Broii'J~ s::id L1ler ;;1 tl;i! ti:~1·. 
CePtcr '·n Washingt·Jn 1!-.~i~hts!"The old IX:Op!t: c~mc up to h:;g: 
and . told tne _ dli·Cctor, .~!a;·iai hirn .a I'd kiss him. It was 1·o;·y I 
Bnmn, th.lt ht: IHJu!d lt"c to;mOI'Jng." I 
rrm·_,ct~ enough money to kecoi One aide at the center ;.nid • 
the taltcrmg prngnl''l .llt\'C! fot'!'!r \1. h l ·1 · · :''. : 1 at >a:< tha• J,,· 
at lca;.t a year. II'OLI!d contribute ~100,000 or 

1. The center. aL 37 H::iside $1;JO,OOO. 1 

IAI-elllt~. ncar Broadil'ill'. :;e-n·cs; , . , . i 
1-

4 1 
d. 

1 11 
- . , . At the Umted Nat:ons Ja,t 

·a 1an 1cappel o, J>eop:c wno• . . i I a t 1 tl · · ll ,ntght, where he was attc:Fl;ng· 
1
c nno ma ;;c lCJr way t:J o 1er, . · · 

:social ccnl•'r<;. Th" Jlro~r~r~l~a party gi\'Cil by _the t:nil<'d' 
I - . · · . : t\rah l·.niJ!';\le< lit!' fi~'tl ·1· 
f\\':1.<; SLitCdu[cd tO he S\1\ll dUll 11· .. · '. .~· t i 

iin the 11 ,~xt twu l':eck'. ! sougl~t. ln .mrr~ll~llle" ~1is 6esturei 
I In a [lfllgna>ll, ('!110t:n:1-fil'·~d,to tlw Htlio,td~ Jlto .. ,tam. 
isn're. the fi::dHcr. his en's! "T haYC a soft ~pnt· fnr oiJ 
:rillnl \l·itil tc.~r-.. -<tc•od h" l•.hii-2 i1enrk. C>prci·1lly tit:~ har:di
),lr>. Hr•>ll 11 tllld lie:: Lui.::' ,·:q•pPtl." he .'-lid. "011C Jay I· 

1
;::roup "f <.'ld£>:ly p::Ppie tiut mi"ht be h:Jtldiclpped." 
-----~-=----=--! "Sen icc to ullwr<' lie :llidcd. 

!' --;, the rent. I pa'.· lur my ruul1\ 
i' here on can h." 

.\lr. t\Jr :-a1J ::c i.aJ arri\·cd 
un~ nnounc~u ~~t 1 :•e center . 

. 11·hirh i~ a fL:·.1· l.·lnck;, frum hl.rl 
, Tr·yr)n Pari~. hccati.;,;e ''\'(JIJ iL::.: 

i don't. aJ~IH!UiiLT ~b:n,~~) i;~;t; l:~:~t 

Continue><! onl'o~;:••l)i, Cotu111n ll 

ALI S .~ vl{s CE\TTPR money to us ar.d wanted to' he mentioned $100,000 a:-:..: 
f1. [} ! 11 .l. li 'know where to br·i:-:;; it." ;\lrs. 'then,' later, Sl50,000." She said 

'Brown sJtd. "I told them to , 1 · · , · 

FOR ELDERLY HnRE, · 't · ·h 1 T . "r. Alt was weartng a blac..;: . i H onng 1 ng, t 1cre. cn mtn- . , . -. 
· · • LJ utcs Jatei·. we loo!\ed out the- ramcoat, tnat he socnt abut:.~,' 

window and ><w four people. an hour ilnd a hair' at the cc:1:, 
~-- j three men and a woman. ~ll- ter and left. "He \\as -.en' qJ.i:·l 

Continued From Page 1, Co!. 5: proaching the building. When and collected," she s~:ct. "It was 
lwe ansv;.ered the door wc.rcally extraordmary. · ~-. 

tbey are not for publici tv.''! knew immediately it wa~ l\lu-: "He kissed all the ladies,t · 
.-\ news story i:1 dH~· Sunci_1·;. hammad Ali." ?·Irs. Brown said. "H!:! talked to 

cd:~ions of T':r 'icv; y 01Y l\1rs. Brown and the ccnter's.e\·erybody. Do you know any 
Time·; to:d iww ·~~ ~q·i·.-~cc:•:!sof'al worker, Fronc~s Adler. yiddish? Do you know t:1e 
sup~or:~:l pro:;r:;·~1 iud ~,£> 9 n·werc the only people in the word ·men;c~e· '.J:..:::ammed A!t 
nnab1:: ~o rJ.ise tree SIUO.O:lt·l 1t bui:;:.:1;; ·.•;hen the 'Jean-wei~ht ts a mensc:-1." :\ "mensch" b. 
needed for its nc:-::t ,_.,,..:tr'.-; chatilpion arr:\·ed. "Hc ·wanted in English. J. re:1! m:.~n. 
oud~::t. ~·.1~. _.\~i '~l.V i\ Le-lc\·i- to know where the oeuplc. The pm;i'ram for the hanC.i~ 
sioil 1·er<nn d t:~·; S'.~r 1 · <Jn '.';eri::,'' :1-!rs. Brown said: "We clp[Jed cJd(·r!y be.:;iln in Jam;-_ 
\!or;C.o•: r-:::;'1'. He d:.;ct:s:.;~.: I:1•' told !1i:1~ the:·: don't com·~ itl arv lGI·l. ft has ope-rated und·:-r 
idee. of c. !.: r't ,_,,.,, ~ •,is :n ':1:1~- until lV A.\r': the ausr'ces of SL'ir'-lh:ip Co:-:1-
ers, the:: ~...:J~rcd \\'C3S-TV ::er:: "He said: .tr understand ':ou rnuni~v St:r\·iccs. Jn orQanizJ.
:o .~er ~:~r;rc infc:-::12:io:; 0:1 th:: need .1 lot of rnoncy to Stay tion c'"'n;tnall: .. · ci1arLcred---:to ::id 
:-:il!sid·"! P~nzra:n. op~n. \Vily don't you stay 1ict1ms ot :\'azi rcrsecutior:s 
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Back to the Olympics. \.nJhat was that phrase that Bob Beattie used on ABC 
last February in describing the downhill racer, Franz Klammer. "Look, Frank ••• 
look •••• he's attacking the hill". Several times he shouted that to Frank 
Gifford - his co-announcer. 

Initiative. Usually such people can be found resisting prevailing winds 
and countering the dominant culture and peer pressures. They help to set the 
tone and determine the climate. Often, they will dare to stand alone, against 
the crowd. Most of us jump on the band wagon once it has started. Most of 
us march after the parade has been formed. But, I believe, it is a heroic 
quality of life to be willing to be among the first, to be in the vanguard 
rather than the rearguard. 

Last weekend my wife and I were in Vermont attending my 25th reunion at 
Middlebury College. I was amazed to see how much they had all changed •••• while 
I've remained pretty much the same. We traveled through Ripton, Vermont where 
Robert Frost lived and I was reminded of those unforgettable lines from his 
poem, The Road Not Taken. 

11 Two roads diverged in a 1>lOOd, and I -
I took the one less traveled by, and that 

has made all the difference! 11 

Salute the skiier who attacks the slopes of the hill, but reserve some 
mdeals and cheers for that soul that refuses to be intimidated by hidden powers 
or public pressures. Thank God for them. 

CONCLUSION . Resilience. Stamina. Initiative. If we had more time, we could 
add other categories, other qualities of the spirit ••• every bit as 

important - integrity, courage, hope, enthusiasm, faith ••• 

Casey Stengel was fussing and fuming with the Mets one day after one more 
\. loss back in those early years when they were just getting started. The Old 

Professor was angry, ranting and raving and preceded to call a meeting of the 
players behind closed doors in the club house. Sloppy and carless, they had 
thrown the game away. Taking a bat in one hand, he shouted, "See this here 
piece of wood ••• all shiny and smooth •••• well, this is a bat." Then, taking a 
ball in his hand and holding it up, he said, "See this round object. This is 
a base ball. 11 "we 1 ve got to get back to the fundamentals of this game. Nmv 
the object of this game is to hit this here ball with this shiny piece of 
wood, with this bat". About that moment, one of the players in the back 
called out, "Slow down, Casey, you're going toof£att for me". 

\ 

"Back to the fundamentals". Hopefully to breathe some new life into some 
qualities of the spirit that helped to make this nation a great nation •••• tm 
recapture some of those basic values and qualities. And I hope I haven 1 t gone 
"too fa:uV', or too far, or too long. Perhaps there is someone in the class 
1today who will respond to the words of Albert Schlieitzer. In speaking to a 
group of young men and women who were graduating, said: 

11 I don 1 t know what your destiny vlill be, 
but one thing I know - the orrly ones 
among you who will be really happy are 
those who will have sought and found out 
how to serve". 
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said at the outset that he was consider?d no match for the pack of endurance 
racers from Russia and Scandinavia. Repressing extreme pain, with every muscle 
3.Ching and breathing like a freight train, he covered that hilly, torturous 
30 KM course in 90 minutes. Stamina. 

Stay with it - at it - on it - day after day. Endurance. Stamina. A 
professor of History at Yale, Walter Phelps Hall, when asked what he thought was 
the most basic, important lesson of life, remarked: 

"The rock bottom thing about life is to keep on going when 
we don't want to keep on going •••• and to give up what isn't 
truly necessary". 

I would say that you are in the presence of this heroic quality when you 
are with a person in his forties, or fifties, or sixties, or seventies, or 
eighties who has the same enthusiasm and perseverance for his or her cause that 
he or she had back there at the age of 18 or 21 or 25. Oftimes these are not 
spectacular folks, the superstars - they're just there to answer the bell 
every morning. They move with a sense of quiet purpose ••• a consistency of 
performance ••• at work and at home. ·They mark out a sector of personal 
involvement in some area or concern; they manage to stay well-informed about 
what's going on in the world. My friend, Ben, at the "Y" would be a strong 
competitor, I sense, in this category, too. 

There's a sports car club out in Michigan that called "The Press on Regard
less Sports Car Club of America". Each year this likee known auto club sponsors 
a rally called "The Press on Regardless Rally". Held in the Fall, the course 
runs 2,000 miles and most of it is driven at night. The terminal point is 
Alma, Michigan. It doesn't get the attention of the Indy 500, but the sound of 
it is appealing, "Press on Regardless". 

Pin a medal on that young cross country shiier who covers the race in 90 
minutes, but don't fall to pin a medal and cheer for that person who endures to 
the end of an undertaking with zest, good humor, enthusiasm and sweetness of 
disposition, who "fights the good fight, keeps the faith, finishes the course". 

INITIATIVE The final category I vmuld suggest would be initiative. Under 
this final entree would come the people who have learned how to 

stride into life. They do not play life back on their heels, content to 
merely counter the moves and the blows of others. Instead, they stride into 
life and demonstrate initiative. 

People with initiative live on the offensive - not on the defensive. In
stead of cursing their genes or their parents or their circumstance or their 
luck, the "buck" the negatives, exercise faith in tomorrow and assume 
responsibility for their lives today. 

I've been taking golf lessons this Spring along with Mr. Carlson, the Business 
Manager here at Birch. He and I both need lessons and I need them more than he 
does. "Don't be so tentative. Give it a good swing" was the advice of our 
golf pro as I tried to use the driver. Incidently, Mr. Pellett, if Mr. Carili!en 
runs the Business affairs of Birch like he plays golf, you've got it made! I've 
never seen anyone so intent on finding and saving golf tees! He found seven tees 
last time we played. I think he was happier with those tees than he was with his 
h2 that he shot. 
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name is Ben Rosenberg. We've become good friends in recent years up at the 92nd 
Street YMHA Health Club. He's one of the "Y' s" finest. Eighty-one years of 
age, physically and mentally in outstanding condition for a man of his age, he 
still plays handball and shoots a fine game of pocket billiards. His eyesight 
and steadiness of hand are remarkable. He was written up recently in Out Tovrn 
newspaper. I asked him the other day what his "recipe11 for a good, full and 
productive life is. One of the things he mentioned was, "Phil ••• you've got to 
learn to roll with the punches ••• like a prize fighter ••• roll ~-vith the punches." 

Resilience. "Roll ~...ri th the punches". Then come back. And speaking of 
prize fighters, I thought Muhammad Ali got off a good one last December, when 
in coming to the financial rescue of a center for the aging 11p in Washington 
Heights, said, "Service to others is the rent I pay for my room here on earth". 
I liked that and wondered if any of you caught that. 

Back to resilience. A year ago last November, Mr. Pellett and I quietly 
slipped away from our respective desks to a luncheon where Bill Bradley of the 
Knicks was to speak. Bradley has recently published a book entitled, Life on 
the Run. Chances are that Jeff and Bobby and some of the other basketball 
players in this year's class would enjoy it. Bradley writes, 

"When the game is over, the most important thing is the 
next game. A player must be able to recuperate from a 
loss within 24 hours. Such resiliency is not a bad 
character trait to take away from the sport". 

He goes on to say, 

"Yet winning and losing is all around us. From the High 
School level on, athletes are prepared to win and they in 
turn convey to a larger public what it is to be a winner. 
Locker room champagne, humility in victory, and irrefutable 
knowledge of a favorable, clear-cut resolution are lvhat 
championships resemble from the outside. 

The winning team like the conquering army claims everything 
in its path and seems to say that only winning is important. 
Yet, like getting into a college of your choice, or winning 
an election or marrying a beautiful mate, victory is 
fraught 11ii th as much danger as glory. Victory has very 
narrow meanings and, if exaggerated or misused, can become 
a destructive force. The taste of defeat has a richness of 
experience all its own.n 

Save some of your cheers and pin a gold medal on that person who having 
fallen and tasted defeat and despair in life's larger game finds the strength 
to come back, to rise again, to go forward. 

STAMINA The second category in my Olympics of the Spirit would be stamina. 
Here, I 1m thinking of the ability or the capacity of enduring, of 

seeing some worthy adventure through to completion. Today's graduates have 
displayed it, else they would not be here. They've made it through and it hasn't 
been that easy at times for some of them, I'm sure. 

Talk about stamina and the Olympics. Remember that 17 year old Vermonter, 
l who w ilver m d l · e Th 
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I must confess to you that I'm turned on more by the Winter Olympics than 
I am by the Summer Olympics. I don't know why this is ••• unless it's because 
some of the skills that are tested do not belong to life today. Running, 
jumping, boxing, swimming - yes, OK. But when was the last time you threw a 
javelin, much less touched one? Or a discuss? Or, how's your pole vaulting? 
If we are going to measure physical prm-1ess, let's feature some events that are 
related to our style of life. For instance, how about subway dashing - from 
change booth to closing door, on the Express level? Or taxi hailing at the 
rush hour - both in fair weather and foul. Or line standing - as in the bank 
the day before a holiday, or at the Post Office in the holiday season, or 
simply at your local A and P between six and seven. 

The ancient Greeks arranged their Olympics to celebrate proficiencies that 
mattered to them, Maybe we should be up-dating the games in order to reflectt 
the skills that matter to us. The Recreation Department of our city was on the 
right track when a couple of Summers ago it staged its own Summer Olympics that 
featured sports such as stickball, boxball and Chinese handball. Now, all that 

·I've said in this regard is in the way of a gentle jibe rather than a serious 
concern. File it under trivia, if you will, 

SERIOUS CONCERN But what is a serious concern of mine is the way in which 
we Americans ascribe such great importance to the heroics 

of the athletic field, and neglect the heroics of the inner man ••• qualities of 
the spirit. 

I believe that our fascination in this nation with the star athlete is an 
exercise in mistaken magnitude and confused values. Sports enthusiast I am, I 
stand ready to concede that a society that pays its quarterbacks in six figures 
and quibbles about the salaries of its teachers is a society that has a per
verted sense of the heroict 

tVhile we lionize our athletes, there are men and women all about us whose 
achievements are hard fought triumphs of the spirit against some long and 
desperate odds. And perhaps what is needed - and this is my proposal today -
is something of an "Olympics of the Spiri t 11 • For f11:mm first to last, , I believe, 
that man's most notable achievements are of the spirit, and not of the flesh 
(contrary to what some members of Congress might feel), An olympics of the 
spirit, and were such an event to be staged, I would suggest three categories 
for entrees. 

RESILIENCE One category for competition would be resilience. Here would 
tie demonstrated the incredible capacity of people to bounce 

back. Gravely ill, they fight through to a recovery of health. Or, phased out 
of one job, they train themselves for another. Uncoupled by a divorce, they 
pull themselves together, avoid self-pity and begin all over. Stung by the ad
vent of a death that cuts them off from one long loved and cherished, they re
sume life, sometimes all alone - determined to rebuild, to carry on. 

The dictionary defines resilience as "the power to return to the original 
form or position after being bent, compressed, or stretched". I'm sure that all 
of us have friends who would be outstanding competitors in this first event, 
which I feel is not unrelated to one's own faith. 

Let me tell you about a friend of mine, a man whom I greatly admire. His 
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11 0L'tMPICS OF THE SPIRIT" 

INTRODUCTION One evening at the supper table back in March, I shared word 
of this gracious invitation with the members of my own family. 

I recall the reaction of my eighteen year old son (who is also graduating from 
High School this week). With a note of astonishment in his voice, he asked, 
"111/hy did they invite you? 11 

After recevering from this bruise to my ego, I explained to him how it 
probably came about. For several years I've had the pleasure of teaching one 
of the courses in the Unit Plan of January - a course on the "Religions of Man". 
That all who have taken the course, in addition to having a good time and hope
fully learning something about other world religions, have managed to pass. And 
that out of feelings of gratitude for passing, some of this year's seniors may 
have felt a tug to 11balance the ledger11 , so to speak •••• or, 11 to atone for their 
sins". Anyway, that 1 s how it came about. 

Therefore, before preceding any further, a parenthetical word to the 11 
graduates who took the course at one time or another while at Birch, who 
stuffed the ballot box, who had something to do with this invitation (place the 
blame on them ••• ) - 11 Shantih, shantih, shantih •••• peace (as the Hindus say it) •••• 
all is forgiven." 

And congratulations - to all of you: graduates, parents, grandparents, 
friends, teachers, and Mr. Pellett - for making it through tb the warmth and 
excitement of these moments. 

DEVELOP!'1ENT In bringing together some ideas for this occasion, I began by 
trying to put myself into your shoes and in so doing my mind 

drifted back to the day of my own high school graduation •••• a warm, June day in 

~
1947, in a small city upstate. As I recall, I had to do the same sort of thing 
that Seth did here a few moments ago, and did so well. World War II had been 
over for two years. Everyone was looking ahead - the nation, the world, the 
graduates ••• anticipating the next adventure. Even Harold Stassen was looking 
ahead •••• to 1948 and a bid for the GOP nomination for President. He's about the 
only link between that day and this, for I saw· in Friday 1 s NY Times that he 
would try again this year for the RElf)ublican Presidential nomination. Talk about 
persistence ••• 

You graduate today against the backdrop of a nation that in your years at 
Birch witnessed the end of the War in Vietnam and the tragic events of vJatergate. 
In this year of the Bicentennial, one feels a bit of nostalgia in the air, a 
mood across the land that is conscious of the ideals, the ideas, the "heritage" 
of those spiritual qualities that helped to shape and mold our national fibre. 
There is wisdom in remembering, if out of the remembering we are better equipped 
to handle the future. I'm sure you agree. 

TRANSITION / OLYMPICS Soon after the fourth of July, the eyes of the world 
will be focussed on the Sunnner Olympics and the city 

of Montreal. Let's hope the stadium is finished. Hov1 we enjoyed the Winter 
Olympics from Innsbruck. Colorful, breath-taking, they helped to brighten those 
drab days of February when everyone gets the mid-winter blues. New names found 
their t,vay into our daily conversations - Dorothy Hamill, Cindy Nelson, Bill Koch, 

· · t amme 



"OLYMPICS OF THE SPIRIT" 

DITRODUCTION The sermon today begins with something of a confession. I am 
not and never have been a great enthusiast of the Olympic 

games. Part of the reason is because so many of the skills that are tested do 
not belong to life today. Running, jumping, swimming, boxing - yes. But how 
many peop1e have ever touched a javelin, much less thrown one? Or a discus. How 
many citizens of the world have ever seen a bobsled or a rowing shell, much less 
ridden in one. How many have ever tried their skill at pole vaulting? 

I think the Recreation Department of this city was on the right track when 
a year ago last Summer it staged its own olympics that featured such sports as 
stickball, boxball and Chinese handball. 

If we are going to measure physical prowess let us feature events that are 
tied in to our style of life. Like subway dashing - from change booth to closing 
door. Or taxi-haling. This bit of competition could be in two sections - fair 
Tr.reather and foul. Like bus-watching - with and without bundles, from a standing 
and also a running start. Or line-standing)- a;.:, in a bank, or post-office, or at 
your local A & P. 

The ancient Greeks arranged their Olympic games 
that mattered to them. Maybe we should be up-dating 
those skills that matter to us. Now all that I have 
ture of a gentle jibe rather than a serious concern. 
you will. 

to celebrate proficiencies 
the games in order to reflect 
said thus far is in the na-
File it under trivia, if 

DEVELOPMENT But what is a serious concern of mine is the way in which we 
Americans ascribe such great importance to the heroics of the 

athletic field and neglect the heroics of the inner man. 

Mark you, the Bible does not demean the physical. Authentic Biblical re
ligion does not issue in slack-jawed, flabby-skinned, emaciated ascetism. Man's 
body is the handiwork of God and the temple of the Holy Spirit. And there is 
something good and salutary about a well-groomed, well-conditioned, healthy body. 

But while the Bible does not demean the physical, it clearly indicates 
from first to last that man's most notable achievements are not of the flesh, but 
of the spirit. 

I think our fascination in this country with the star athlete is an exercise 
in mistaken magnitude and confused values. Sports enthusiast I am, I stand ready 
to concede that a society that pays its quarterbacks in six figures and quibbles 
about the salaries for its teachers or its hospital personnel is a society that 
has a perverted sence of the heroic. 

While we lionize our athlets there are men and women all about us whose 
achievements are hard fought triumphs of the spirit against long and desperate 
odds. And perhaps what is needed - and this is my proposal today - is something 
of an Olympics of the spirit. li'Jere such an event ever to be staged, I dare to 
suggest that entrees in at least these five following categories would be in order. 

RESILIENCE One category would be resilience. Here would be demonstrated 
the incredible capacity of people to bounce back. Gravely ill, 

they fight through to a recovery of their health. Phased out of one job, they 
train themselves for another. Uncoupled by a divorce, they pull themselves to-
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gether, avoid self-pity and begin all over. Stung by the advent of a death that 
cuts them off from one long loved and cherished, they resume life alone, deter
mine;d to carry on. 

The dictionary defines resilience as "the power to return to the original 
form or position after being bent, compressed or stretched". Such power, I 
believe, is a derivative of faith and I think we have some people in this con
greation who would be outstanding competitors in this first event. 

The classic testimony to resilience is offered by St. Paul in these familiar 
1r10rds of his Second Letter to tfue Corinthians: 

"We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not dr±ve to despair; persecuted, 
but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed". 

Salute the acrobat on the trampoline, but reserve some of your loudest cheers 
for the soul that having fallen finds the strength to rise again! 

STAMINA 

the end. 

A second category for an O~ics of the spirit would be stamina. Here 
would be exhibited the ability to see some worthy business through to 

11 To mount up with wings" is easy - we all have had our apocalyptic seizures. 
"To run and not be weary" - is a little harder, but still fa·irly common. We all 
have had our seasons of prolonged enthusiasm. But "to walk and not faint" - this 
is the test that separates the sunshine soldier from the committed warrior. To 
stay with it and at it and on it, day upon day upon day. This is stamina. 

I believe you are in the presence of the heroic when you are with a man in 
his late forties, fifties or sixties who has the same enthusiasm and perseverance 
for his cause that he had at the age of 21. Frequently, these are not spectacular 
folks; they're just there. They answer the bell every morning. They're careful 
to groom themselves, to stay in good condition. They move with purpose at home 
and at work. They manage to stay well-informed about the world. They mark out a 
sector for personal involvement. They resist the shrill beckonings of some 
current fad or fashion. Against all manner of assaults, they maintain a steady 
confidence in God and His ways. 

Even Chr·istians can slacken off and fall back. It's happened in this church. 
Paul could write to the Galatians "You were running so well; who hindered you from 
obeying the truth?" And in another place he could say of one who started out with 
him, 11 •••• but Demas has forsaken me". Somewhere along the line, a brother •••• a 
friend •••• a colleague had run+.out of stamina. 

Recently I came across the name of a sports car club that caught my imagina
tion. It's called the "Press on Regardless Sports Car Club of America". Every 
year this little known auto club sponsors a rally called the "Press on Regardless 
Rally". It's usually held in the Fall of the year in Michigan. The course runs 
to 2,000 miles, and most of it is driven at night. The terminal point is Alma, 
Michigan. Press on Regardless! A delightful name. This is what is meant by stamina. 

Paul was an exponent of this same idea. Remember his words, 

"Forgetting what lies behind (whether good or bad), 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press 
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on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus". 

Salute the long distance runner, but reserve some cheers, too, for the 
heroic soul that endures to the end! 

COURAGE A third category in our Olympics of the spirit would be courage. I 
think here of people who have come to terms with what they want to do 

and what they can do. They have reached an accomodation between their aspira
tions and their abilities. Here, especially, we have in mind those who suffer 
physical handicaps of any sort. 

}1any such have demonstrated a laudable ability to adjust to their limita
tions and gone on to do what they are able. These fellow human begins are life 
members of "The Thorn In the Flesh Association" of which St. Paul was a charter 
member. What Paul's thorn in the flesh was we do not know and perhaps it is 
just as well. I think each of us can fill in whatever it is that irks us about 
our physical limitations. Paul acknowledges that, 

"A thorn was given me in the flesh; three times I besought the 
Lord about this that it should leave me, but he said to me, 
'My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness'"• 

Those who demonstrate this kind of courage that I have in mind are aware that 
life is not God's masterpiece, but God's material. And we must make a go of it 
out~of less than perfect stuff or condition. It takes courage and as someone has 
put it, "Courage is faith that has said its prayers ! " 

Several Summers ago I came across a book entitled, "One Man's Education". 
It's a summary of the life of Wilmarth Sheldon Lewis, a gentleman whose name will 
always be associated with Yale University. Lewis learned a valuable lesson from 
a relative who suffered an incapacitating illness. He wrote, 

"His illness and long convalescence taught him to endure 
boredom, to accomodate himself to a curtailed life, and 
to substitute agreeable interests for those denied him, 
a lesson I find very useful now in old age." 

The courageous person seems able to achieve more with little than many do 
with much. Salute the rugged water polo player, but reserve some of your cheers 
for those that refuse to be overwhelmed by loss or limited by a physical handi
cap. ~·Je have people and friends like this in this congregation, and I salute 
them and admire them tremendously! 

INSPIF.ATION Still another category would be inspiration. It 1 s not the best 
choice of the word for the sort of thing I have in mind. The 

word is flat; the bubbles have gone out of it. Perhaps you could think of a 
better word. 

By inspiration I am thinking here of the people who have a God-given ability 
to get others started and to keep them going. Let faces pass before your mind's 
eye, for we all have known such persons. There are large souls of such spiritual 
heft and power that they carry the rest of us along. Their stock in trade is en
couragement. In the words of the Scripture, they always seem to have bread enough 
and to spare. They require very little maintenance from the rest of us. They go 
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on from day to day managing their life well and helping us to manage ours a bit 
better. 

Eric Berne in his helpful book, "Games People Play" talks about everyone 1 s 
need for strokes. As children, we need the physical stroking of our parents. As 
we grow older, we continue to need physical stroking, but vJe also need mental 
stroking, too, in the form of compliments, praise and appreciation. The inspiring 
people I wish to extol move through life without requiring many strokes from 
others. They tend to be on the giving end of encouragement and praise and seldom 
on the receiving end. Their achievements may not stand out in high visibility or 
brilliance, but we know that they are there for us and that we are better for 
their being there. 

So, salume the man who can press 400 pounds, but reserve some of your cheers 
for the soul that can lift others close to their full potential. 

INITIATIVE The final category is initiative. Under this final entree would 
come the people who have learned how to stride into life. They 

do not play life back on their heels, content to merely counter the moves and 
blows of others. Instead, they stride into life and demonstrate init'iative. 

People with initiative live on the offensive, not on the defensive. Instead 
of cursing their genes, or their parents, or their circumstances, or their luck, 
they buck the negatives, exercise faith and assume responsibility for their lives. 

Usually such people can be found resisting prevailing winds and countering 
the dominant cultureThey help to set the tone. They help to determine the 
climate. They're thermostats and not thermometers. Often they dare to stand 
alone. 

Those of you vJho are familiar with Variety magazine are aware that Hal Bone 
serves that publication as a drama critic. }1,r.:e:: Bone is stationed not in New 
York City, but up in New Haven where most of the shows present their premiere 
performances. This man's reviews are usually the first review printed anywhere. 
He has "cased" for the first time such productions as Voice of the Turtle, 
Streetcar, Tea and Sympathy, Pajama Game, South Pacific, Oklahoma and others. 
Oscar Hammerstein once called him the most objective play reviewer he knew. Most 
of us jump on when the band wagon has started. Most of us march after the parade 
has gotten formed. I believe it is a heroic quality to be will'ing to be among 
the first, to choose to be in the vanguard of life rather than the rearguard. 

Paul remind us that the aim of the Christian life is not fu,o be conformed 
to this world, but to be transformed by the renewing of our minds. Therefore, 
salute the boxer who carries the fight to his opponent, but reserve some of your 
loudst cheers for the soul that refuses to be intimidated by hidden powers or 
public pressures. Jesus would term them "the salt of the earth", and in a sense 
they are for they help to prevent things from spoiling, souring, going bad. 

CONCLUSION Paul v1as aware of the Isthmian games that were staged in Corinth 
every two years. Out of his .familiarity with those games, he wrote: 

"Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do 
, it to receive a perishable 1rrreath, but ra:e an imperishable" 

Resilience. Stamina. Courage. Inspiration. Initiative. Heroic qualities of lifel 
On such the cameras of heaven are trained. They are self-rewarding, yet they carry 
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with them the promise of our Lord's "well done, good and faithful servant!" And 
best of all, I believe that God gives us the power to become what he wants us to 
be! 

PRAYJ<A Out of thine infinite love for us, 0 God, minister to us now in our 
individual needs. 

We bless Thee for the call to excellence that belongs to the Christian in
terpretation of life; and for the fine example of those - living and dead - who 
have embodied the bench marks of the new humanity. Help us to pursue our calltng 
as thy Sons, relying always on thy grace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 


