
"ON BEING A FOOL" 

TEXT: "But God said to him, 1FooH This night your soul is 
required of you; and the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?' So is he who lays up treasure 
for himself, and is not rich toward God". Luke 12: 20,21 

INTRODUCTION One evening, back in early December, row wife and I went to see 
the film, "Rachel, Rachel". Based on the novel, "A Jest of God" 

by Margaret Lawrence, it's been voted one of the top films of the year. Rachel 
is a thirty-four year old unmarried school teacher who lives with her widowed, 
juiceless, domineering mother. Rachel is lonely, timid, and painfully self
conscious. On one occasion, a school teacher friend by the name of Calla invites 
Rachel to go with her to a meeting of her very conservative, fundamentalist 
religious sect. Rachel really doesn't want to go, and she says to herself: 

"If I have to endure to be there ••••• I think I will faint. 
How to get out of it..... I can't bear watching people 
make fools of themselves. I don't know why, but it threatens 
me. It swamps me, and I can't bear to look •••• the way, as 
children, we use to cover our eyes with our hands at the 
dreaded parts of horror movies." 

DEVELOPMENT There is a sense, I suppose, in which all of us can't bear 
watching people make fools of themselves. We're apt to squirm 

and turn away because to look at someone being a fool is real~ to see ourselves. 
We make some exaggerated movement, or laugh to loud, or get caught in a contra
diction, or lose our temper, or spill our coffee on the host's tablecloth, or be
come tongue-tied - or whatever. And suddenly there we are with a silly grin, a 
red face, and a great urge to sink through the floor. 

Mark Twain once said: "Man is the only animal that blushes, or needs to". 
And he's right. The blunder and the blush are the stuff of human experience. We 
may go to great lengths to avoid such experiences. We want to be strong, to be 
right, to be wise, to be admired, to be loved. But sooner or later something may 
happen to strip away our pretensions and show us up for what we are - frail, 
fallible, insecare, and foolish. Life has a way of tripping us up and cutting us 
down to size and showing us up as fools. Someone has said that we are all fools, 
and the greatest fool is he who thinks otherwise. The question I want to play 
around with here this morning is not whether we are fools, but what kind of fools 
are we? What kind of a fool are you? 

JESUS WAS A FOOL Now I hope it won't shock any of you, or sound cheap or 
irreligious, for me to say that Jesus was a fool. Yes -

Jesus was a fool. Why? Let me suggest ten reasons why we say this. 

(1) He left the security of a good job as a carpenter to wander around the 
country with no place to lay his head. (2) He challenged the authorities of his 
society, calling them phony hypocrites. (3) He rebelled against organized re
ligion in the name of a higher claim for justice and love. (4) He broke the 
laws which men claimed held society together and gave it order. (5) He split with 
his family and was a source of constant worry and embarrassment to them. (6) He 
spoke his mind directly and honestly - telling it like it is - no matter who it 
ruffled. (7) He dealt with those he came in contact with as individual, particular 
persons whatever it cost him i:n. time and energy. (8) He hobnobbed with nobodies, 
with the outcasts, the scum of his society. (9) He was a reckless, impractical, 
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non-comformist. (10) He lived on the basis of a wild faith in a God and in a 
Kingdom for which there was little if any evidence as other men judged things in 
that pre-scientific age. 

Jesus was ~ fool. He was judged so by his contemporaries. His few disciples 
finally left him, denied him, betrayed him. He was executed at an early age as 
much by his own choosing as anything else. He was a fool. A man simply can't 
live that way and get along in this world. Deep down, everyone knows that - even 
those who claim his name and hold forth in pulpits on a Sunday morning. A man 
simply cannot live that way and get along in the world. 

And yet - Jesus calls men fools who do not live that way. He called men 
fools who hear but do not do his words - who do not love their enemies, who do 
not forgive those who hurt them, who practice their piety before men in order to 
be seen by them, who are anxious about their lives - what they will wear or what 
they will eat. These men - according to Jesus - are the fools! Men who are 
self-righteous and do not admit their anger, their l~st, their prejudice - these 
men are fools. Men who judge other men and overlook themselves are fools. Men 
who ignore the least of their brothers are fools. Men who are careful observers 
of the rituals of their faith, but who neglect the weightier matters of justice 
and mercy are fools. Men who gather an abundance of possessions and build 
bigger barns and say to themselves, »Eat, drink and be merry" are fools. Men who 
do not foiDlrnt him, who do not share his wild, radical faith in the Kingdom of God -
these men are the fools. 

We say Jesus was a fool for living and believing the way he did. Jesus, on 
the other hand, called men fools for not living and believing the way he dmd. 
Who's right? Who knows? In which direction do you lean? Be honest. What kind 
of a fool are you. Let's take this one or two more steps and think together 
about two aspects of it. 

THE MAN WHO BUILDS BIGGER BARNS Take the man, for instance, that Jesus spoke 
of in the parable read for our scripture 

lesson - the man who builds the bigger barns. 

Jesus says he's a fool to give his life to building bigger barns. I suppose 
if he were to speak the parable today, he'd change the bigger barns to.bigger 
bank accounts, larger holdings, greater investments. If you choose to be that 
kind of fool there is - in all honesty - something to be said for you. You will 
be secure. You will be able to enjoy much of what this good earth offers. Out of 
your abundance you can give much to the church and to charity. And along the way 
you can take pleasure in the sights and sounds that are the portion of the 
successful man. 

We say "honesty is the best policy" - but underneath we know that isn't 
exactly so. A little shrewd dishonesty can pay off handsomely, and if you-know 
what you want and are willing to work hard to get it, you can. So why not build 
the bigger barn, the bigger reputation, the bigger savings, the bigger endowment? 
Why not get the raise, the promotion, the invitation, the recognition. Why not 
make contacts with the people who really count? Success - power - status - these 
are not unimportant things. A man can be really quite happy with them. You not 
only get along in the world that way, but you also get up in it. You'd be a fool 
not to do that. 

Yes - says Jesus, you're a fool to do that - to build bigger barns because 
thereby you lose your soul - even if you gain the world. To use people in order 
to enjoy things is to reverse the true order of life and to be less than a man. 
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others 
Anxiety is the state of being separated from your brothers; and concern for 

yourself, your comfort, your status, your pleasure works that separation. And 
that - says Jesus - is death. It is the emptiness, the hollowness of affluence. 
And what's more - the separation of man from brother spreads to separation of 
rich from poor, white from black, nation from nation. The truth - says Jesus -
is that man is not as he eats, and drinks, and makes merry. A man is as he 
loves and what he loves. There is no smaller package in the world than a man all 
wrapped up in himself, however,comfortably and stylishly he's wrapped. It reminds 
me of the prayer of the old Vermont farmer: 

"God bless me and my wife, 
Our son john and his wife -

Us four - no more. Amen" 

Or what about this epitaph on a tombstone in a cemetery in Maine: 

11 Here lies the remains of Nellie Jones. For 
her, life held no terrors. She lived her 
life in splendid isolation. No hits. No 
runs. No errors." 

Ultimately the deepest freedom is not economic freedom or political freedom 
or freedom of expression. It ~s freedom from self-preoccupation. Or if you prefer -
the form of freedom is to be able to choose; the secret of freedom is to be without 
anxiety for yourself; and the meaning of freedom is love - and love has to do with 
people - not things. Jesus says that you're a fool if you build bigger barns 
instead of loving your brother and sharing whatever you have with him. So you 
see, there's also something to be said for being Jesus' kind of fool. 

THIS MATTER OF FAITH Or - take this matter of faith. Jesus says that men who 
do not share his wild faith or take the same risks for it 

I suppose mf you choose to be that kind of fool there is, in all 
to be said for you. 

he did are fools. 
honesty, something 

For one thing, you're being reasonable. There's just no conclusive proof 
that there is a God. And certainly when you get right down to it, if there is a 
God, there's precious little, if any, evidence that he really cares about or loves 
this dust speck in this huge universe to say nothing of the creatures who walk 
around on it and whose life span on it is about the duration of the blink of an 
eye when measured against eternity. Which is not to say that human beings aren't 
important, but only to say that they may not be important to God. And more, if 
you choose to be that kind of fool, to be wise (as Paul put it) in this age, then 
you can settle down, as it were. You don't have to worry that there's really 
anything or anyone more important than your own race, or country, or your own 
thing - whatever it is. No one can pass judgment on you, for your thing's as 
good as anyone else's. You don't have to struggle or strain to try to figure out 
Nhat life's really all about -what it adds up to -or bother with questions for 
~hich there may not be answers. 

~ ..... ~ 
In the novel, "One W1awer Over the Cuckoo's Nest11 , Randle Patrick McMurphy is 

committed to a mental hospital. All the inmates on his ward are manipulated and 
controlled by the system, particularly in the person of The Big Nurse. By not 
fighting the system, the patients are able to get along fairly well even though 
~hey can never get well. They live in a fog of complacency, albeit sick complacency. 
But McMurphy rebels and by his questioning and laughter and wild risky ways tries 
~o get the other patients to see that they are men. After a time one of them writes: 
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"Nobody complains about the fog. I know why now; bad as it 
is, you can slip back in it and feel safe. That's what Mr. 
McMurphy can't understand - us wanting to be safe. He keeps 
trying to drag us out of the fog - out in the open where 
we'd be easy to get at 11 • 

Yet, Jesus says you're a fool not to move out, that you're a fool to settle 
down with your neat little attitudes and answers, rules and regulations. He keeps 
trying to drag man out of the fog- out in the open where it's easy for uncertainty 
to get at you. Jesus, it seems to me, says that men always live in the time when 
all our little gods have fled or failed and the true God is coming, but not yet 
here. Faith is admitting that the "no-gods" have gone, and gambling everything 
on the God that is coming in a new way, a new form. Faith is looking ahead and 
reaching out without being exactly sure what for. But faith is a style of living, 
of looking, or reaching - looking by being open to whatever comes, and reaching 
by moving toward your brothers in love and in hope. 

CONCLUSION Those of you who have seen the movie 11Rachel, Rachel" will recall 
that she has lived all of her life in an apartment located above 

a funeral parlor. What a potent symbol that is! But finally, after a love 
affair in which she begins to finds herself because it shakes her up so, and after 
daring to rebel against her domineering mother, Rachel gives up her job, packs 
up her mother and takes off for another part of the country. And as she rides 
along on the bus, Rachel says to herself: 

"Where I'm going, anything may happen. Nothing may happen. 
Maybe I will marry ••••• maybe not. And have my children in 
time. Of maybe not. Most of the chances are against it. 
But not I think - quite all. I may become, in time, slightly 
more eccentric ••••• and all the kids will laugh and I'LL laugh 
too, in time ••••••• anything may happen, where I'm going. I 
will be different. I will remain the same •••• I will be lone~, 
almost certainly. I will be afraid. Sometimes I will feel 
light-hearted, sometimes lightheaded. I may sing aloud •••• in 
the dark." 

"Do not be anxious" said Jesus, "seek God's kingdom". Faith is seeking God's 
kingdom and maybe it begins by confessing that the kingdom isn't in the funeral 
parlor over which we've settled down. Faith is moving out and being open to the 
possibility that where you're going anything may happen •••• and nothing may happen, 
and maybe most of the chances are against you, but not quite all. It's a fool's 
journey, surely, seeking God's kingdom, especially if you think you've already 
found it. 

, Said Paul the Apostle: "Let no one deceive himself. If any one among you 

I thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise". 
"For the wisdom of this world is folly with God". ~be there 's someth~, after 
all, to be said for being Jesus' kind of fool - if for no other possibility than 
learning to sing aloud even in the dark. Of course, we're all fools. But what 
kind am I. What kind are you. Let me repeat again those words of Paul: 

PRAYER: 

"Let no one deceive himself. If any one among 
you thinks that he is wile in this age, let 
him become a fool that he may become wise" 
For the wisdom of this world is fol~ with God" 

0 God, who hast revealed thyself to us in Jesus our Lord and Master, 
help us to turn to him in simplicity, sincerity and truth that we may 
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always be conscious of the highest possibilities of life as we find them in him, 
and let us never rest until we have come near to him who has shared the Way, 
the Truth and the Life with us. In his spirit we pray. Amen 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
January 19, 1969 

ORDER OF 1rJORSHIP 
ll a.m. 

ORGAN "Two Chorale Preludes" Banff 
C ~,LL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 74 "All Praise to Thee, for Thou, 0 King" 
PRAYER OF CONFES~·ION (seated) 

0 God our Father, who hast set forth the way 
of life for us in thy beloved Son; we confess with 
shame our slowness to learn of Him, our reJuctance 
to follow Him. Thou hast spoken and called, and we 
have not given heed; thy beauty hath shone forth, 
and we have been blind; thou hast stretched out thy 
hr:mds to us through our fellows, and we have passed 
by. Forgive us our transgressions; help us to amend 
our ways and in thine eternal goodness direct what 
1r1e shall be, in the name and power of thy son, Jesus 
Christ. Amen 

SILENT :tv!EDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD 1 S PRAYER 

PSALTER "God Is Our Refuge" 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFP-IRMATION OF FAITH 

No. 570 

No. 740 

ANTHElVI 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTOR.AL PRAYER 

"His Voice as the Sound" 
Galatians 5:13-26; 6:1-9 

Traditional 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF CONGREGATIONAL CONCER.N 
OiFERTORY !!Thou Art Three in One" 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 170 11 0 Master, Let Me Walk with Thee" 
SERMON "Man on the Boundary'' · T(.ev. lVIr. 
HYNN NO. 470 "God of Grace and God of Glory" 
BENEDICTION 

Alberti 

Clarke 

ORGAN "Praise the Lord" Scheidemann 

~(~~1~- Interval for ushering 

Al\! INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Community 
Room after the service. Members and frtends are in
vited to share in these moments of warmth made possible 
for us today by Mrs. Hull, Hrs. Clarke, Mrs. Hannucci, 
Mrs. Lothrop, Mrs. Shannon, and Hrs. Westen. 

ALTAR FLO\VERS 

The altar flowers are given by Niss Vivian Taylor 
in memory of her father, Roy H. Taylor. 

USHERS 

The ushers today are Mr. Wise, Nr. Boeckmann, 
Mr. Hirshfeld, and Hr. Poulos. 

~BURCH SCHOOL SESSIONS 

Sessions for children of all ages are offered 
each Sunday morning. Child care service is available 
from 10 to l. 

THE FINANCIAL CANVASS 

To date, 156 pledges totalling $33,153.23 have 
been received. The goal of the 1969 budget is $41,000. 
If you have not yet turned in your 1969 pledge of 
financial support, may we encourage you to do so this 
week. 

TH:E ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Church Neeting will be held on 1rJednes
day evening, January 29th, at 8 pm in the Community 
Room. Dr. Wesley Osborne, Superintendent of the 
Metropolitan District of the Methodist Church, will 
)reside over the business session. Reports of the 
past year will be presented . Elections for the coming 
year will be held. 


