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'!ON GETTING IT RIGHT" 

INTROOUCTION Mark Twain was getting ready to take a train trip across 
the country. He didn't r,.rant to carry his briefcase with 

him on the train and so he asked a baggage handler if he thought his brief
case was strong enough and sturdy enough to be checked and put into the baggage 
compartment of the train. Shrugging his shoulders, he took the briefcase and 
hurled it to the pavement. 

"That sir, is what your briefcase will get in Philadelphia", 
he said. Then he picked it up am slammed it against the 
side of the train car. "And that sir, is what she'll get 
in Chicago". Then he threw it to the ground ••• stomped on· it 
until some books and papers spilled out. "And that, sir, is 
what she '11 get in Sioux City I" 

As Mark Twain watched in disbelief, the baggage handler picked up the some
what bruised and battered briefcase from the sidewalk and said, 

"Naw ••• if you're going anr further than Sioux City, I'd sug
gest that you take it with you on the train and hold on to it." 

QUESTION All of us have had those moments when he have felt like Mark 
Twain's briefcase. St. Paul had such bruised and battered moments 

in his life for we find him writing to the Corinthians: 

"We are afflicted in every way •••• BUT not crushed. Perplexed 
•••• BUT not driven to despair. Persecuted ••• BUT not forsaken. 
Struck dawn •••• BUT not destroyed£" 

Why, St. Paul sounds to WI like & llving eDJnple ot Mark 'l'nln's bl"iefeue .... pt, 
he does sound remarkably "up-beat" which makes us ask what was his secret and how 
co you account for it. Hear it again ••• 

"Not crushed. Not driven to despair. Not forsaken. And, 
Not destroyed." 

Remarkably "up-beat". No self pity surfacing. It's almost as if he takes 
his situation prett)" much as a matter of course. Yes, how do you account for it? 
He has a great mental attitude. I think that others passing through what he had 
been through would have "packed it in" long ago. Ship-wrecks. Beatings. Health 
concerns. Persecutions. Present da)" "spiritual whimps" would have been crying ••• 

"Maybe the Lord didn't really want me to do this. I'm not 
cut out for this missionary work. If the Lord had really 
wanted me to be here, he would have made my work easier and 
less difficult. Maybe it's time for ne to try lilY' hand at 
something else. I heard about that new opportunitY' over in 
Babylon. I'm going to check that out ••• understand there 1 s 
a fortune to be made there." 

It's really amazing how our attitude affects our effectiveness in lite, isn't it? 
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In his book, Been There. Done That. Now What?, Ed Young tells a pretty 
good story about a professional golfer on the PGA Tour some time back by the 
name of Bobby Cole. No one really WAnted to play with Cole because he was 
angry all the time, or so it seemed. He would make cutting remarks. He was 
bitter and he would make the other golfers on the t-our angry and mad. One year 
at the Master's, his partner was Sam Snead. Now everybody loved Sam Snead. He 
was gracious and kind and often coached and encouraged others ••• rarely had a 
negative or cutting word to say. But after ten or twelve. holes with the ob
noxious Bobby Cole, even Snead's patience began to wear a bit thin. They 
approached the next hole •••• a lay-up with a dog leg to the right ••• near some 
tall pine trees. 

Snead took out a three iron and "laid-up" right down the middle. Then he 
turned to Cole and said, 

"You know when I was your age and pllaying this hole, I 
would take my driver and fade my shot right around the 
corner ••• over those p'.ne trees. And it would save me 
about a hundred yards, but that might be a little tough 
far you.• Cole's anger flashed and immediate~ he said 
to Sam Snead, "I can do anything you've ever done ••• get 
out of' my way. • 

And with that he put up his iron and took his driver out of his bag and 
then hit a fabulous drive vri.th a slight fade on it. But unfortunately it hit the 
tops of the pine trees that Snead had· pointed to and fell down into a deep rough. 
As both golfers walked toward their shots, Snead looked back at Bobby Cole and 
said, 

"Nice try, son ••• but I forgot to mention that when I was 
your age those pine trees were only shoulder h1gh1" 

We all know of people ••• some of them rather intelligent people, too •••• who 
are defeated by their attitude as they race adversity. But not St. Paul. I'm 
sure he could have given in to his difficult circumstances and was probab~ 
tempted, but he did not. I still wonder what his secret was and how did he ever 
manage to have such a great mental attitude. 

A LIDHT SHIN!l«l IN HIS HEART 

shining in his heart. He writes, 

ibere 's a hint, there's a suggestion in the 
scripture. First of all, there was a light 

"For God, who commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts ••• •" 

A light shining in Paul's heart •••• a light that had been there forma~ years and 
it made a difference in a world of darkness and despair and if' you can see just a 
glimmer of that light shining then it will make a difference, I believe, in your 
life, too ••• as you go through a dark period ••• adversity and despair. 

I read about a 24 year old young man who had to have one of his legs taken 
off in order to stop the spread of' bone cancer. The young man became angry and 
bitter and tor the longest time he couldn't seem to look beyond his disability, 
but eventually, through various therapies, including art therapy, he was able to 
confront his emotions and to let go of his disappointment. 
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He began to visit other persons with physical disabilities and soon began 
to emerge as a symbol of hope to maJ'lY' who were going through the negative 
emotions he had experienced. There was the day he visited a young woman who 
had just been operated on for breast cancer. She was suffering from deep 
depression. Her room was silent •••• except for the radio playing by her bedside. 
This young man couldn't seem to get through to her in the conventional ways and 
so he suddenly took off his artificial leg and began dancing around the room on 
his one good leg. 'fhe woman began laughing and said to him, 

"Man ••• if you can dance •••• I can singl" And 
that was the kind of influence he began to 
have •••• this young man with the artificial leg. 

A year arter the;;oung man's "turn-around" in his attitude, he sat down 
with one of the doctors to "wrap up" his therap,-. Looking over the art work he 
had done in therapy, they discussed how his views on life had changed. There 
was one picture that seemed to express it so beautifully. This young man, when 
first asked to draw a picture of his body, had at first drawn a vase with an 
ugly, jagged crack running down the middle. 

This crack had represented all of the anger and the bitterness and the 
disgust that had filled the young man's being after he had had his leg amputated. 
He had seen himself as broken, marred, therefore useless. But now the young man 
looked at this picture and knew that it was no longer representative of how he 
felt. He took a yellow crayon and drew vibrant yellow streamers pouring out tram 
the crack in the vase. He then explained to the doctor - therapist, 

"You see •••• here ••••• where it is broken ••• this 
is where the light comes through ••••• " 

This young man had re-framed his experience and was now helping others to 
re-frame theirs. Where once he saw only dar~ss, he now saw light. 

St. Paul could have related to that young m.n's experience. There was once 
darkness in St. Paul's heart, but then one day out there on a road leading to 
Damascus •••• a light shined into his life •••• the light of Christ ••• it changed 
him and he was given a new perspective on life. It was a perspective that helped 
him to see God's hand at work in his life regardless of obstacles and of 
disappointments ••• or adversity that he faced. That's the kind of light that needs 
to shine in your heart and mine. 

HE THOOGHT OF CHRIST'S SUFFERIMJS And not onJ¥ that, a second reason 
far Paul's tremendous attitude can be 

found tn that line ••••• "always bearing in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus". 
Now, we don't know exactly what St. Paul meant by those words ... ~always carrying 
in the body the death of the Lo.rd". Some scholars have suggested that Paul 
carried on his hands and feet the marks of the stigmata but we have no direct 
evidence of that. 

What we do know is that Paul identified strongly with the suffering of Christ 
and perhaps this is where many of us go wrong for we compare ourselves to those 
people who seem to have it all ••• to those who have made it ••• those golden people 
who seem to cruise through life without ever mussing up a hair am we say to our
selves ••• that's how things ought to be for me. I ought to be able to live like that. 
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And then when life does go a little haywire and we get tossed around like Mark 
Twain's briefcase, we end up cursing our fate and sink into despair and cynicism. 

St. Paul, on the other hand, knew that life was hard ••• difficult. He knew 
that life could be unfair. He lmew that some people had to struggle their whole 
life long and how did he lmow this? Because he lmew how the "sinless" Christ 
suffered. Christ, the Lord of his life, had died like a common thief and I 
think that when St. Paul stopped to compare his trials to those of his Lord, he 
gained a new perspective. It helped to prepare hiln for some of life 1 s most 
difficult moments and certainly his experience is not that unique. Some of the 
most inspiring people 1n this world are people who have known great pain and 
have learned to accept that pain as part of God's plan. Indeed, the grace of 
acceptance comes in to play • 

One of the most influential religious writers of recent years is a pastor 
named ~e&rick Buechner. In his book, The Clewn in the Bel.fry, Buechner tells 
of a ver,r painful childhood experience. His father was a heavy drinker and he 
remembers how his mother often turned to him •••• even as a child •••• to sympathize 
with her and help her in her struggles with his father's drinking. He recalls a 
night when his father had been drinking and decided he wanted to go for a drive. 
Buechner's mother refused to give him the car keys. Instead, she took the car 
keys upstairs and handed them to the child, Frederick, telling him to keep the 
keys away from his father. 

A terrible scene followed. Frederick clenched one little fist around those 
keys and thrust that little hand under the pillow. Then he polled the covers over 
his head and several moments later his father came .into the room •••• drunk ••• and 
begging for the car keys. ImaginP. the sadness of that scene. A father sitting 
on the edge of a bed begging his little son for his car keys. Mrs. Buechner came 
into the room and ridiculed her husband for humiliating himself in front of his 
son, but he just kept on begging and became more and more abusive. 

Years later, Buechner wrote about this experience 1n one of his books and 
one day 1n rea.ding that story to a group of pe0ple at a religious retreat, some 
one 1n the group said to him, 

"You have had ..a: .good deal of pain in your life, 
and you have'~en a good steward of it •••• " 

Somehow those words struck Buechner. He remembers that phrase well. Like most of 
us, he had always connected the word, "steward" primarily with money. Coultl one be 
a "steward" of one's pain? He had never realized that one could manage, share and 
develop one's pain in such a way that it could help others and help them build a 
stronger relationship with God. 

Many people have learned to manage their pain and to use it to enhance their 
relationship with God and with other people. St. Paul never regarded his pain as 
SJ!IIIl8thing of an aberration ••• but saw it as part of his relationship with Christ 
and thus he was prepared for whatever life might serve up and send to him. There 
was a light shining in his heart •••• call it, if you will, the light of Jesus Christ. 
And he knew that life is hard and Christ, Himself, knew that. One mare thing to 
comment on and to work in to this as we try to 8get it right" in our lives ••• 
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GIVE GL<RY TO GOO As I see it and try to understand these words of St. 
Paul, it seems to me that Paul's overriding concern 

was to give a bit of glory to God ••• for he writes, 

"Bat we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellency of the power may be of God and not 
us ••• " or, as the Revised Standard Version has it, 

"to show that the transcendent power belongs to God 
and not to as •••• " 

I think that one of the reasons so marty" of as are unhappy today. is that we 
are much more obsessed with our own glory ••• with our own happiness ••• with our 
own success •••• than we are about offering a bit of praise and a bit of glor,y to 
God. A vertical diMension is lacking 1n our }.ives ••• there's only a horizontal 
one. The happiest people on this earth are those who sense a grand purpose to 
their lives •••• who believe they have been put here on earth for a mission and 
they are busy seeking always to fulfill that mission. The secret of a great 
attitude is to get out of one's self and to lose one's self in God. 

You know that's just what Sarah Flower Adams managed to do. Sarah studied 
hard to be a great actress and she proved her abilities and her talent in the 
role of Lady Macbeth on the stage, but then one day she was struck down by 
illness ••• a horrible illness and be cam!! an invalid. Her disappointment was just 
overwhelming as she came to realize she would never return to the stage she loved. 

She came to find comfort in her Bible and in writing religious poems for 
publication. Her pastor wanted to use some of her poems in a hymn collection 
he was putting together. There came that day when her pastor called on her and 
found her in a very low and despondent mood. He took her Bible and turned to the 
stor;r of Jacob at Bethel. And although Sarah Adams had read that account of 
Jacob a nwnber of times ••• suddenly that da;r it made sense and she saw hmr 
Jacob's suffering and his eventual joy more cr leas mirrored her own stor;r. She 
realized that her suffering was heightening her sense of God's presence in her 
lite and she felt inspired to write a poem on the subject which she did, a poea 
that later became a hymn that we sing and many- of you love. It went like this: 

"Nearer, my God, to Thee, nearer to Theel 
E'en though it be a cross that raiseth me, 
Still all my song shall be, nearer, my God 

to Thee; 
Nearer, my God, to Thee ••• nearer to Thee." 

This is a bynm that across one hundred years or more bas brought much com
fort to untold numbers. If you know your American histor;r, you may recall that 

' President McKin,ley whispered this beloved hymn as he lay on his deathbed follow
ing being shot by an assassin. Also, that survivors from the sinking of the 
Titanic reported that the ship's band played this hymn while people sang and 
prayed as they slipped below icy waters to thet.r death 1n the Atlantic. I also 
recall reading that during the gold rush in Alaska, that Evangeline Booth 
took a band of Salvation Ar~ members and set up camp in one of the most law
less, violent gold towns and that this small group of believers gathered by a 
river and sang, "Nearer, My' God, to Thee•. Slowl;r, various miners joined them 
in singing and that soon there were 25,000 men singing along. Sarah Flower 
Adams ••• a frail invalid ••• regained her attitude, her faith and blessed millions 
by lostng herself in God. 
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CLOSING Friem ••• whoever you are and whatever has brought you in here 
this morning ••••• ! say to you that that is the need of most 

people today •••• to get out of ourselves and more into God. There may come 
that time in your life if it hasn't already ••• when life may treat you like 
Mark Twain's brief ~ase •••• and kick you around a bit. We wonder ••• will you 
and will we be prepared? I'd like to go on believing that we will •••• only 
if there is a bit of a light shining in our hearts •••• ir we will identif,y at 
such times with the suffering that even Christ went through ••• on our behalf. •• 
and realize that no one is 1JIIIlW1e from life's trials am tribulations ••• but 
the burden will be lighter it and when we learn to live our lives in God and 
give Him a bit or glory along the way for the ways that He has blessed us all. 

!st's close this service now by singing h1l11Jl number S2B •••• "Nearer, My' 
God, to Theen •••• let's sing it with full praise ••• not dragging it ••• but 
keepi~ it moving. Hymn No. S28. And let the words serve as our closbtg 
prayer •••• singing it prayerfull7 together. 

PRAYER Make us sensitive, 0 God, to Your nearness and to Your 
presence in these quiet maments ••••• remembering how Jacob 

felt Your presence at Bethel long ago ••• and how Paul encountered Your spirit 
on the Damascus Road. Wrestle .with us in the hidden corrers or our lives 
where doabt, discoaragement and despair may be at work ••• bring us out into 
the light or Your love and Your glory •••• round in the person or Ghrist, our 
Lord ••• in whose name we offer this prayer. Amen. 



PAUMC Membership Interest Inventory 

PAUMC' s life often springs from our committees where much of the "hands on" 
work of the Church occurs. We invite you to indicate your interest in the 
areas you feel your gifts may best be utilized. We encourage you to be a 
part of the whole. Volunteer yourself. Committees meet typically every 
other month. One or two of them meet monthly. Please clearly mark the 
area or areas for which you would like to be considered and return this 
form, either in the Sunday morning offering plate or by mailing the form 
to the church office. 

COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS: 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: nuture and growth of Christian thought and 
life. Sunday educational opportunities and all other educational 
programs for children through adults. 

WORSHIP: planning, undergirding and evaluating the whole worship 
life of the congregation. Plans special and seasonal worship ser
vices. Assumes responsibility for altar flowers, lay readers, com
munion, ushering, music, sanctuary sound and lighting. Explores 
creative possibilities for worship. 

COMMUNITY AND WORLD OUTREACH: relates the congregation to our co~ 
munity and world. Alerts people to issues and· concerns. Feeding 
programs. Homeless and shelter needs. AIDS awareness. Budgets for 
and relates to denominational and ecumenical and community and overseas 
ministries. 

DAY SCHOOL: is the administrative and policy making "committee• of 
our Church's Day Schoo~ (SO c~ildren, 3- ·5 years, staff of 8 teachers). 

STEWARDSHIP AND PINANCB: coordinates education about individual and 
corporate stewardship. Develops the church operating budget for both 
Church and School. Sponsors the Every Member Financial Canvass. 
Gives time to a monthly review of church financial concerns. Relates 
to funding concerns to larger stewardship concerns. T~e, talent, 
as well as resources. 

VISITOR I MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT: creates programs in outreach and 
evangelism, membership nurture and community development within the 
congregation. Range of responsibilities include follow up on Sunday 
visitors, promotion of Sunday coffee hour, periodic fellowship 
events. Promotes an annual Art Connection as a part of coffee hour. 
Public relations in terms of bus card advertising, newspapers, etc. 

PERSONNEL: through the Pastor-Parish Relations Committee, it deals 
with staff concerns, evaluates staff salaries and benefits, provides a 
mean for evaluation of pastor and staff. Makes budget recommendations 
to Finance Committee. 
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LONG RANGE PLANNING: a small group charged with helping chart future 
beyond the annual calendar year. Often spoken of as VISION 2000 
committee. This group creates surveys, makes evaluations and 
projections, and nurtures a shared vision for the congregation. 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP: a group of twelve persons, mostly young adults in 
the 25 to 40 age range. Develop fellowship and social programs for 
all who feel "young in spirit". One or two annual weekend retreats. 
Skating parties. Ball games. Musical concerts. Museum and zoo 
visits. 

TRUSTEES: responsible for church building, its overall needs and 
maintenance concerns. Also responsible for investments and the 
Endowment Fund of the Church. Nine truste~s. Three year term. 

SOMB SPECIAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 

NAME: 

SATURDAY FEEDING PROGRAM: Every Saturday up to 100 individuals who 
are hungry or homeless are fed through this program. Volunteers 
cook, set up the lunchroom, serve the food and provide a hospitable 
atmosphere for quests. Program is sponsored jointly by our Church 
and the Park Avenue Christian Church, located at Park Avenue and 
85th Street. It meets in their fellowship hall. 

RUMMAGE SALES: held three times across the year. Fall. Winter. 
Spring. Both men and women are needed to sort clothes ahead of time 
and to set up the room (Third Floor Fellowship Hall). Proceeds go 
to the United Methodist City Society for Camp O~sted, a summer 
camp experience.' .. for city kids. 

CHURCH CHOIR: our choir of 18 to 20 voi~es (four professionals) 
meets to rehearse every Sunday, September thru June, at 9: 30 Sunday 
morning. Some experience is necessary. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER: a small dedicated staff of volunteer teachers 
p~ovide our youngest church goers with a Sunday School opportunity. 
Volunteers are needed for a three month assignment. Some enjoy it so 
much that they teach the entire year! 

COFFEE HOUR HOST AND HOSTESS / USHER: A good lead-in to getting to 
know others in helping out with a Sunday coffee hour, once every 
two or three months. A list is prepared for the year. And church 
ushering (10:30 to 12:30) on a Sunday is another helpful way to get 
involved early on in the church. Ushers are asked to help with the 
weekly teller's work of counting the Sunday offering. 

---------------------------------------PHONE NUMBERS: 



ANTHEM: "I Beheld Her" 

"I beheld her, beautiful as a dove, 
rising above the waterbrooks and her rai
ment was filled with perfume beyond all 
price. Even as the springtime was she gird
ed with rosebuds and lilies of the valley. 

Who is this that cometh up from the 
desert like a wreath of sweet smoke arising 
from frank incense and myrrh? Even as the 
springtime was she girded with rosebuds and 
lilies of the valley". 

ANTHEM: "Fear Not, 0 Land" 

"Fear not, 0 Land, be glad and rejoice, 
for the Lord, the Lord will do great things. 
Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field; for 
the pastures of the wilderness do spring, 
for the three beareth her fruit. The fig 
tree and the vine do yield their strength. 

Be glad, then, be glad, ye children of 
Zion and rejoice in the Lord, your God. 
The floors shall be full of wheat. And ye 
shall eat in plenty, ye shall eat in plenty, 
and praise the Name of the Lord your God 
that hath dealt wonderously with you. Amen." 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are 
held on Sunday morning at 9:30 in.the down
stairs Choir Room. 

TUESDAY EVENING 

Join us on Tuesday evening at 6:30 in 
Fellowship Hall where "two or three" come 
together in Christ's name for Bible study 
and prayerful reflection. New friends as 
well as old friends are most welcome. 

DEADLINE 

,, 

Wednesday, May 28th, is the deadline 
for receiving news items for the June issue 
of our monthly news sheet. If you are 
having a birthday, wedding anniversary or 
any other special event you would like to 
share with us please call the church office 
at 427-5421. 

THE ENVELOPE IN THE PEW 

It's there for a special "love gift" 
to the Health Care Agencies of our New York 
Annual Conference, of which there are eight. 

SHARE WORD WITH US 

The Committee on Nominations and Person
nel will begin work in late June on our 1998 
committee personnel. Use the enclosed insert 
for guidance and return it to the church 
office. It's helpful to have people serving 
the Church in their area of interest and 
expertise. Pass word on to us if you have 
a special area of concern and interest. 

SUMMER FLOWERS 

Now's a good time to sign up downstairs 
for a Flower Memorial for June, July or 
August Sunday morning. The sign up sheet 
is on the Russell Room bulletin board. 



ORGAN 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
May 25, 1997 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

"Chorale Prelude" 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Willan 

HYMN NO. 731 "Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

God of our life, we confess in company with 
one another and before You, that we are wayward 
and less than faithful servants. We have loved 
things and used people; remembered slights and 
forgotten kindnesses; called on You in trouble 
and ignored You at other times; praised You in 
word and failed You in deed; allowed the present 
age to mould us and left untapped the power of 
the age to come. Deal with us after Your mercy 
for we are sorry for our sins and earnestly seek 
Your pardon through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
GLORIA PATRI 

*** 

Psalm 106 

"I Beheld Her" ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

II Corinthians 4: 5 - 18 

No. 829 
No. 885 

No. 71 

Willan 
Page 1005 

ANTHEM "Fear Not, 0 Land" Elgar 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 463 "Lord, Speak to Me" 
SERMON "Getting It Right" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 513 "Soldiers of Christ, Arise" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Allegro" Willan 

*** Interval for Ushering 

LAY READER 

We welcome Judi Ferland to the lectern this morning. 
Judi is the Church Secretary here at PAUMC. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are in memory of long
time member, Marian Busk, given by her niece, Helen. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeter for today is Carl Condra. The ushers 
are Walter Spencer, Judi Ferland, Jill Gray, Mark Jenkins, 
Beverly Judge and Joyce Williams. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service . All are invited to share in these 
moments of warm fellowship made possible for us today by 
Helen Wilkinson, Wendy Cooper, Sarah Gill, Tracey Simmons, 
Valerie Ballenger and Suzanne Sales. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday morning from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 
9:30 in Fellowship Hall. Bill Bonwitt, our Assistant 
Minister, is class leader. 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

The church office will be closed on Monday, May 26th. 
In the event of an emergency, Mr. Clarke may be reached 
at home. 
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'~ON GETTING IT RIGHT" 

INTRODUCTION Mark Twain was getting ready to take a train trip across 
the country. He didn't -vrant to carry his briefcase with 

him on the train and so he asked a baggage handler if he thought his brief
case was strong enough and sturdy enough to be checked and put into the baggage 
compartment of the train. Shrugging his shoulders, he took the briefcase and 
hurled it .to the pavement. 

"That sir, is what your briefcase will get in Philadelphia", 
he said. Then he picked it up and slammed it against the 
side of the tr~in car. "And that sir, is what she'll get 
in Chicago". Then he threw it to the ground ••• stomped· on it 
until some books and papers spilled out. "And that, sir, is 
what she 111 get in Sioux City:l" 

As Mark Twain watched in disbelief, the baggage handler picked up the some
what bruised and battered briefcase from the sidewalk and said, 

"Now ••• if you're go.ing any further than Sioux City, I'd sug
gest that you take it with you on the train and hold on to it." 

QUESTION All of us have had those maments when he have felt like Mark 
Twain's briefcase. St. Paul had such bruised and battered moments 

in his life for we find him writing to the Corinthians: 

"We are afflicted in every way •••• BUT not crushed. Perplexed 
•••• BUT not driven to despair •. Persecuted ••• BUT not forsaken. 
Struck down •••• BUT not destroyed I" 

Why, St. Paul sounds to us lik8 a living example of Mark Twain's brief.eaH.;.pt., 
he does sound remarkably trup-beat" which makes us ask what was his secret and how 
co you account for it. Hear it again ••• 

"Not crushed. Not driven to despair. Not forsaken. And, 
Not destroyed." 

Remarkably "up-beat". No self pity surfacing. It's almost as if he takes 
his situation pretty much as a matter of course. Yes, how do you account for it? 
He has a great mental attitude. I think that others passing through what he had 
been through would have "packed it in" long ago. Ship-wrecks. Beatings. Health 
concerns. Persecutions. Present day "spiritual whimps" would have been crying ••• 

"Maybe the Lard didn't really want me to do this. I'm not 
cut out for this mlssionary work. If the Lord had really 
wanted me to be here, he would have made my work easier and 
less difficult. Maybe it's time for ne to try my hand at 
sorrething else. I heard about that new opportunity over in 
Babylon. I'm going to check that out ••• understand there's 
a fortune to be made there." 

It's really amazing how our attitude affects our effectiveness in life, isn't it? 
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In his book, Been There. Done That. Now What?, Ed Young tells a pretty 
good story about a professional golfer on the PGA Tour some time back by the 
name of Bobby Cole. No one really w~nted to play with Cole because he was 
angry all the time 1 or so it seemed. He would make cutting remarks. He was 
bitter and he would make the other golfers on the t:crur angry and mad. One year 
at the Master's, his partner was Sam Snead. Now everybody loved Sam Snead. He 
was gracious and kind and often coached and encouraged othersu~ rarely had a 
negative or cutting word to say. But after ten or t~relve. holes with the ob
noxious Bobby Cole, even Snead's patience began to wear a bit thin. They 
approached the next hole •••• ~ lay-up with a dog leg to the right ••• near some 
tall pine trees. 

v; 

Snead took out a three iron and "laid-up" right down the middle. Then he 
turned to Cole and said, 

"You know when I was your age and pliaying this hole 1 I 
would take my driver and fade my shot right around the 
corner ••• over those ptne trees. And it would save me 
about a hundred yards, but that might be a little tough 
for you." Cole 's anger flashed and immediately he said 
to Sam Snead, "I can do aeything you've ever done ••• get 
out of my way." 

And with that he put up h.is iron and took his driver out of his bag and 
then hit a fabulous drive Hith a slight fade on it. But unfortunately it hit the 
tops of the pine trees that Snead_ had pointed to and fell down into a deep rough. 
As both golfers walked toward their shots, Snead looked back at Bobby Cole and 
said, 

"Nice try, son ••• but I forgot to mention that when I was 
your age those, pine trees were only shoulder highl" 

We all know of people ••• some of them rather i.ritelligent people, too •••• who 
are defeated by their attitude as they face adversity. But not St. Paul. I'm 
sure he could have given in to his difficult circumstances and was probably 
tempted, but he did not. I still wonder what his secret was and how did he ev~r 
manage to have such a great mental attitude. 

A LIGHT SHIN!MJ IN HIS HEART 

shining in his heart. He writes, 

ibere 's a '·hint~ there's a suggestion in the 
scripture •. , First of all, there was a light 

"For God, who commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts ••• •" 

A light shining in Paul's heart •••• a light that had been there for many years and 
it made a difference in a world of darkness and despair and if you can see just a 
glimmer of that light shining then it will make a difference, I believe, in your 
life, too ••• as you go through a dark period ••• adversity and despair. 

I read about a 2L. year old young man who had to have one of his legs taken 
off in order to stop the spread of bone cancer. The young man became angry and 
bitter and for the longest.time he couldn't seem to look beyond his disability, 
but eventually, through var.ious therapies, including art therapy, he was able to 
confront his emotions and to let go of his disappointment. 
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He began to visit other persons with physical disabilities and soon began 
to emerge as a symbol of hope to many' who were going through the negative 
emotions he had experienced. There was the day he visited a young woman who 
had just been operated on for breast cancer. She was suffering from deep 
depression. Her roam was silent •••• except for the radio playing by her bedside. 
This young man couldn't seem to get through to her in the conventional ways and 
so he suddenly took off his artificial leg and began dancing around the room on 
his one good leg. 1he woman began laughing and said to him, 

"Man ••• if you can dance •••• I can singl" And 
that was the kind of influence he began to 
have •••• this young man with the artificial leg. 

A year after the young man's "turn-around" in his attitude, he sat down 
with one of the doctors to "wrap up" his therapy. Looking over the art work he 
had done in therapy, they discussed how his views on life had changed. There 
was one picture that seemed to express it so beautifully. This young man, when 
first asked to draw a picture of his body, had at first drawn a vase with an 
ugly, jagged crack running Hown the middle. 

This crack had represented all or the anger and the bitterness and the 
disgust that had filled the young man's being after he had had his leg amputated. 
He had seen himself as broken, marred, therefore useless. But now the young man 
looked at this picture and knew that it was no longer representative of how he 
felt. He took a yellow crayon and drew vibrant yellow streamers pouring out from 
the crack in the vase. He then explained to the doctor - therapist, 

"You see •••• here ••••• where it is broken ••• this 
is where the light comes through •••• •" 

This young man had re-framed his experience and was now helping others to 
re-frame theirs. Where once he saw only dar~ss, he now saw light. 

St. Paul could have related to that young man's experience. There was once 
darkness in St. Paul's heart, but then one day out there on a road leading to 
Damascus •••• a light shined into his life •••• the light of Christ ••• it changed 
him and he was given a new perspective on life. It was a perspective that helped 
him to see God's hand at work in his life regardless of obstacles and of 
disappointments ••• of adversity that he faced. That's the kind of light that needs 
to shine in your heart and mine. 

HE THOUGHT OF CHRIST'S SUFFERilllS And not only that, a second reason 
far Paul's tremendous attitude can be 

found in that line ••••• "always bearing in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus". 
Now, we don't know exactly what St. Paul meant by those words ••• ~always carrying 
in the body the death of the Lord". Some scholars have suggested that Paul 
carried on his hands and feet the marks of the stigmata but we have no direct 
evidence of that. 

What we do know is that Paul identified strongly with the suffering of Christ 
and perhaps this is where many of us go wrong for we compare ourselves to those 
people who seem to have it all ••• to those who have made it ••• those golden people 
who seem to cruise through life without ever mussing up a hair and we say to our
selves ••• that's how things ought to be for me. I ought to be able to live like that. 
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And then when life does go a little haywire and we get tossed around like Mark 
Twain's 'brie fca.se, we end up cursing our fate and s irik into despair and cynicism. 

St. Paul, on the other hand, knew that life was hard ••• difficult. He knew 
that life could be unfair. He knew that some people had to struggle their whole 
life long and how did he know this? Because he knew how the "sinless" Christ 
suffered. Christ, the Lord of his life, had died like a common tbief and I 
think that when St. Paul stopped to compare his trials to those of his Lord, he 
gained a new perspective. It helped to prepare him for same of life's most 
difficult moments and certainly his experience is not that unique. Some of the 
most inspiring people in this world are people who have known great pain and 
have learned to accept that paiR as part of God 1s plan. Indeed, the grace of 
acceptance comes in to play. 

One of the most influential religious writers of recent years is a pastor 
named ~et1erick Buechner. In his book, The Clown in the Belf.ry, Buechner tells 
of a very painful childhood experience. His father was a heavy drinker and he 
remembers how his mother often turned to htm •••• even as a child •••• to sympathize 
with her and help her in her struggles with his father's drinking. He recalls a 
night when his father had been drinking and decided he wanted to go for a drive. 
Buechner's mother refused to give him, the car keys. Instead, she took the car 
keys upstairs and handed them to the child, Frederick, telliilg him to keep the 
keys away from his father. 

A terrible scene followed. Frederick clenched one little fist around those 
keys and thrust tha,t little hand under the pillow. Then he pulled the covers over 
his head and several moments later his father came into the room •••• drunk ••• and 
begging for the car keys. ImaginE'! the sadness of that scene. A father sitting 
on the edge of a bed begging his little son for his car keys. Mrs. Bu.echner came 
into the room and ridiculed her husband for humiliating himself in front of his 
son, but he just kept on begging and became more and more abusive. 

Years later, Buechner wrote about this experience in one of his books and 
one day in rea,ding that story to a group of people at a religious retreat, some 
one in the group said to him, 

"You have had ..a;_good deal of pain in your life, 
and you have been a good steward of it •••• " 

Somehow those words struck Buechner. He remembers that phrase well. Like most of 
us, he had always connected the word, "steward" priinarily with money. Coultl one be 
a "steward" of one's pain? He had never realized that one could manage, share and 
develop one's pain in such a way that it could help others and help them build a 
stronger relationship with God. 

Many people have learned to manage their pain and to use it to enhance their 
relationship with God and with other people. St. Paul never regarded his pain as 
smmething of an aberration ••• but saw it as part of his relationship with Christ 
and thus he was prepared for whatever life might serve up and send to him. There 
was a light shining in his heart •••• call it, if you will, the light of Jesus Christ. 
And he knew that life is hard and Christ, Himself, knew that. One more thing to 
comment on and to work in to this as we try to Pget it right" in our lives. •• 
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GIVE GLORY TO GOO As I see it and try to understand these words of St. 
Paul, it seems to me that Paul's overriding concern 

was to give a bit of glory to God ••• for he writes, 

"But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellency of the power may be of God and not 
us ••• " or, as the Revised Standard Version has it, 

"to show that the transcendent power belongs to God 
and not to us •••• " 

I think that one of the reasons so many- of us are unhappy today:,is that we 
are much more obsessed with our own glory ••• with our own happiness ••• wtth our 
own success •••• than 1-re are about offering a bit of praise and a bit of glory to 
God. A vertical dimension is lacking in our }.ives ••• there's only a horizontal 
one. The happiest people on this earth are those who sense a grand purpose to 
their lives •••• who believe they have been put here on earth for a mission and 
they are busy seeking always to fulfill that mission. The secret of a great 
attitude is to get out of one's self and to lose one's self in God. 

You know that's just what Sarah Flower Adams managed to do. Sarah studied 
hard to be a great actress and she proved her abilities and her talent in the 
role of Lady Macbeth on the stage, but then one day she was struck down by 
illness ••• a horrible illness and became an invalid. Her disappointment was just 
overwhelming as she came to realize she would never return to the stage she loved. 

She came to find comfort in her Bible and in writing religious poems for 
publication. Her pastor wanted to use some of her poems in a bJmn collection 
he was putting together. There cane that day when her pastor called on her and 
found her in a very lov and despondent mood. He took her Bible and turned to the 
story of Jacob at Bethel. And although Sarah Adams had read that account of 
Jacob a number of times ••• suddenly' that day it made sense and she saw how 
Jacob's suffering and his eventual joy more or less mirrored her own story. She 
realized that her suffering was heightening her sense of God's presence in her 
life and she felt inspired to write a poem on the subject which she did, a poem 
that later became a hymn that we sing and many of you love. It went like this: 

"Nearer, my God, to Thee, nearer to Theel 
E'en though it be a cross that raiseth me, 
Still all my song shall be, nearer, my God 

to Thee; 
Nearer, my God, to Thee ••• nearer to Thee." 

This is a hymm that across one hundred years or more has brought much com
fort to untold numbers. If you know your American history, you may recall that 
President McKinley whispered this beloved hymn as he lay on his deathbed follow
ing being shot by an assassin. Also, that survivors from the sinking of the 
Titanic reported that the ship's band played this hymn while people sang and 
prayed as they slipped below icy waters to their death in the Atlantic. I also 
recall reading that dur.ing the gold rush in Alaska, that Evangeline Booth 
took a band of Salvation Army members and set up camp in one of the most law
less, violent gold towns and that this small group of believers gathered by a 
river and sang, "Nearer, MT God, to Thee". Slowly, various miners joined them 
in singing and that soon there were 25 ,ooo men singing along. Sarah Flower 
Adams ••• a frail invalid ••• regained her attitude, her faith and blessed millions 
by losing herself in God. 
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CLOSING Friend ••• whoever you are and whatever has brought you in here 
this morning ••••• ! say to you that that is the need of most 

people today. • •• to get out of om-selves and more into God. There may come 
that time in your life if it hasn't already ••• when life may treat you like 
Mark TWain's brief ~ase •••• and kick you around a bit. We wonder ••• will you 
and will we be prepared? I'd like to go on believing that we will •••• only 
if there is a bit of a light shining in our hearts •••• if we will identif.y at 
such times with the suffering that even Christ went through ••• on our behalf ••• 
and realize that no one is immune from life's trials and tribulations ••• but 
the burden will be lighter if and when we learn to live om- lives in God and 
give Him a bit of glory along the way for the ways that He has blessed us all. 

let's close this service now by singing hymn number 528 •••• "Nearer, My 
God, to Thee" •••• let's sing it with full praise ••• not dragging it ••• but 
keeping it moving. Hymn No. 528. And let the words serve as our closing 
prayer •••• singing it prayerful~ together. 

PRAYER Make us sensitive, 0 God, to Your nearness and to Your 
presence in these quiet maments ••••• remembering how Jacob 

felt Your presence at Bethel long ago ••• and how Paul encountered Your spirit 
on the Damascus Road. Wrestle .with us in the hidden cor:rers of our lives 
where doubt, discolll"agement and despair may be at work ••• bring us out into 
the light of Your love and Your glory •••• found in the person of Ghrist, our 
Lord ••• in whose name we offer this pra;yer. Amen. 


