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"ON UNDERESTIMATING GOD" 

TEXT: "Go now; and your reward shall be equal to your 
faith". 

(Matthew 8: 13) 

INTRODUCTION Today's sermon begins with thl.s observation that we're given 
to making estimates in life far more often than we realize. 

For instance, people who are planning a move from one place to another like to 
get some idea of the approximate cost. Contractors make estimates as they bid 
on a job. As we approach retirement, we make our estimates of anticipated needs 
and income. Those of us who are self-employed file an estimate with the IRS and 
make our ouarterly payments on it. We all go through life making estimates on 
this or that. It's good business. 

But more critical to our happiness and well-being are those estimates that 
He make about ourselves. "I can do this. I can't do that". "I can be this. 
I can't be that". "I can change this. I can't change that." 

Let me turn the card face up and decl~re my main assertion right here at the 
beginning of this sermon. I believe that our estimates about ourselves are 
usually lower than need be because we underestimate the power of God in life. Or, 
to put it in different words, we under-live our potential because our faith is 
weak. 

DEVELOPMENT Today's Scripture Reading crowns one of the better known 
healing episodes in the life of Jesus. The story is told, with 

minor differences, in both Matthew and Luke. It happened in the town of Caper
naum as Jesus began His Galilean ministry. As He entered the town, He was approach
ed by a Centurion - a Roman, no doubt - a soldier, probab~ an officer in the ar~. 

The man cBme straight to the point, and a grim point it was, "Lord, my boy 
at home has been struck down by paralysis. He is in agony". Jesus responded 
in a way that was scarcely expected, saying, "Am I to come and heal him?" In 
other words, "Are you looking for someone to deliver this boy or are you merely 
in quest of a philosophy that will help you deal. with this situation?" The man 
lost no time in replying, "Lord, I am not worthy to receive you under my roof; 
but you have only to say the word and my boy will be healed". 

Jesus was amazed, indeed - ecstatic, at such confidence. Turning to this 
troubled father, He spoke reassuringly, "Go now. And your reward shall be 
enual to your faith". 

ROADSIDE RESTS Now there are a number of roadside rests in this Biblical 
narrative, places to linger and reflect on meaning. The 

humility of the Centurion in making this public appeal for help. Or, the de
light that Jesus took in so noble a demonstration of fa.ith. Or, the irony that 
an "outsider" should possess more faith than Jesus could find in Israel. How
ever, we must resist stopping and get to the point, to the hea.rt of this account. 

This r~nturion, as he estimated his son's chances - that is, as he appraised 
the present situation - included Godl In the mod language of the sociologist, he 
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"facii:.Ored in" the power of God. His confidence was not displaced, for the boy -
his son -was cured. "Go now; and your reward shall be equal to your faith." 

This story was doubtless included in the Scriptures in order to awaken and 
enliven our faith in God. To help it achieve this worthy end, let's single out 
the two outstanding characteristics of this Centurion's faith. First: it was 
a faith tha.t challenged God. And seeond: it was a faith related to a specific 
need. Let's take a look at both points for the next few minutes. 

A FAITH THAT CHALLENGED GOD It was a faith that challenged God. There are 
times when faith must acquiesce, when faith 

must find its own Gethsemane and in submission pray, "~vertheless, not as I 
will, but as Thou wilt". There are those times in life when faith must accept 
"what is" and learn from the unchangeable. "God grant me the serenity to accept 
the things I cannot change". But I would suspect that such times are fewer 
than we generally surmise. 

It's easier to ponder the uses of adversity than to seek the help of God 
in removing adversity. Mind you, prayers of resignation are not the only prayers 
that belong to our faith. I believe that there are many times in our lives when 
God expects of us something other than mere ac~uiescence. 

Ministers are always interested in sermon titles. I always check the 
Saturday papers to see what sermon titles are there. Norman Vincent Peale who 
celebrated his 90th ·birthday recently had one in one Sunda.y many years ago that 
caught rrw eye. "When Life G-ives You Lemons, Make Lemonade". I guess we'd call 
that the tactic of acquiescence. This is to empHasize destiny at the expense of 
freedom. But, somehow I can't help but feel that God might say, 

"l-lhen life gives you lemons, fling them back and ask 
for a better shake". 

Now this Centurion in our story didn't come to Jesus looking for some 
philosophy of suffering or explanation of it all. He came to storm the power 
that he sensed was resident in the person of Christ. Very simply, he wanted 
his son cured. 

I sometimes feel that our failure to put God to the test frequently 
masquerades as piety. In most cases, however, it is sheer unbelief. Walter 
Wagoner in a ook of recent years introduces us to two terms, at least they're 
two terms that I had never bumped in to before. One is Godism. The other is 
Christianism. He writes, 

"Godism, or Christianism is best defined as the slow, 
usually unwitting, substitution of ideas, things and 
activities about God or Christ for the real faith in 
and service to God and Christ". 

"Godism" and "Christianism" eventually takes us to the place where we end 
up refusing to challenge anything in God's name. Either can make us perpetnally 
compliant with what is. I believe tha.t God 1 s heart was warmed when Peter, shortly 
after the Resurrection, went to the Temple, found the paralytic lying there and 
said, 



·' - 3 -

"Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have given I unto 
thee; in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, Rise up and walk!" 

I 1m always amazed at the wisdom that surrounds us and comes to us from "out 
of the way" places. For instance, remember the wisdom that was there in the bull 
pen of that other NY team back in the Summer of '73 when they surged towa.rd a 
pennant. Who was it who said, "Ya gotta believe". Isn't it interesting that 
when unsophisticated types get hold of the Gospel, or when the Gospel gets hold 
of them, they come boldly to expect some big things of God. And yet, you and I 
are tempted at times to qualify our confidence and our expectations in the 
power of God to produce change. We need to talk more than we do about trans
formations and healing and the large difference that God's spirit can make. 

We must live around some mountain, true. But there are other mountains 
that we must bid begone. "Go now; and your reward shall be equal to your faith". 
The Centurion's faith challenged God. We need to challenge God with our 
problems and our concerns, too. 

A FAITH RELATED TO A SPECIFIC NEED Secondly, his faith was related to a 
specific need. He didn't just beli.eve 

God. He believed God for healing, and not just for healing in general, but for 
the healing of his son. 

The Bible teems with illustrations of this sort of thing. It's as though 
God were saying, "Don't talk of faith - show me". 

Are you familiar with the term "putting the fleece on the rock". It comes 
from the Scriptures. It's from the Book of Judges and it's out of that hectic 
period in which a man by the name of Gideon was summoned by God to lead the 
Israelites in battle against their foes. Notice this. Gideon says, 

"If thou N'ilt deliver Israel by my hand as Thou hast said, 
'Behold I am laying a fleece of wool on the threshing floor"'· 

That night Gideon placed a fleece of wool on the threshing floor and said to God, 

"If you really want me to do this, and if you are sure that I 
can do this, I want that fleece to be .dry in the morning 
when all around it is wet." 

When he arose the next morning, the fleece was dry and the surrounding ground 
was wet with morning dew. 

But Gideon wasn't finished. This might have been a fluke. "I'd like You 
to reverse it next time, God. Tomorrow morning I want to come out and find the 
fleece wet and everything around it dry". : Nrxt morning when he looked, the 
fleece was wet and everything e>lse around it was dry1 He believed God for the 
deliverance of Israel - in that time, in that place, in that crists. It was a 
faith related to a specific need. Belief in general is hardly worth the 
stirring - is it? lrle need more be lief and fewer be lie fs. 

So I come to this question: what is there in your life that you have 
believed God for lately. Be specific. 

R.emember, what you believe is so often Nhat you get. 
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SPECIFIC NEED Some of ns are handicapped by strong feelings of inadequacy.~ 
I challenge you to think positively and to believe God for 

the furnishing of wha.t you lack. 

Some of us are suffering from a needless lack of health. I challenge you 
to believe God for healing. 

~orne of us are eaten alive by an active hatred for some other human being. 
I challenge you to believe God for cleansing. 

Some of us are captive to base desires and unworthy affections. I challenge 
you to believe God for your transformation. 

Some of you are lacked up in a cell of inconsolable grief. I challenge you 
to believe God for a calm and joyful heart. 

Some of us are afraid of the world, afraid of other people, afraid of 
persons different from ourselves ••• afraid, too, of ourselves. I challenge you 
to believe God for courage. 

"Go now and your reward shall 
be equal to your faith" 

CLOSING HDWLmany of you carry around with you a little pocket calculator1 
As numbeT'S .play an increasingly important role in our lives such 

devices are growing in use and in pcpularity. Chances are if you don't carry 
one around with you, you may have one at your desk. 

The heart also makes its calculations. Man is something of an incurable 
estimator ••• always making his estimates. What are my limits? Where are my 
boundaries? What ean I yet be? God has more to give us than vre are willing to 
believe. And to underestimate God is to sell short our potential as human 
beings. What you believe is so often what you get. Yes, "Go now and your reward 
shall be equal to your fai th11 • 

PRAYER Remind us once again, 0 God, that "with you all things are possible". 
Yes, Lord ••• we believe. Help our unbelief. Conscious we are of our 

spiritual weaknes.s. Help us in these moments of worship to renew our hold on 
those energies we need if we are to drive out the devils of our world ••• the 
devils in our lives. Ground us firmly in those things we really believe so that 
1-1hen Jesus lifts us up, we shall be able to stand firmly on our feet. In His 
name and spirit we now pray. Amen. 
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"ON UNDERESTIMATING GOD" 

TEXT: "Go now; and your reward shall be equal to your 
faith". 

(Matthew 8: 13) 

INTRODUCTION Today 1s sermon begins with this observation that we're given 
to making estimates in life far more often than we realize. 

For instance, people who are planning a move from one place to another like to 
get some idea of the approximate cost. Contractors make estimates as they bid 
on a job. As we approach retirement, we make our estimates of anticipated needs 
and income. Those of us who are self-employed file an estimate with the IRS and 
make our quarterly payments on it. We all go through life making estimates on 
this or that. It's good business. 

But more critical to our happiness and well-being are those estimates that 
1-1e make about ourselves. "I can do this. I can't do that". "I can be this. 
I can't be that". "I can change this. I can't change that." 

Let me turn the card face up and declare my main assertion right here at the 
beginning of this sermon. I believe that our estimates about ourselves are 
usually lower than need be because we underestimate the power of God in life. Or, 
to put it in different words, we under-live our potential because our faith is 
weak. 

DEVELOPMENT Today's Scripture Reading crowns one of the better known 
healing episodes in the life of Jesus. The story is told, with 

minor differences, in both Matthew and Luke. It happened in the town of Caper
naum as Jesus began His Galilean ministry. As He entered the town, He was approach
ed by a Centurion - a Roman, no doubt - a soldier, probably an officer in the army. 

The man came straight to the point, and a grim point it was, "Lord, my boy 
at home has been struck down by paralysis. He is in agony". Jesus responded 
in a way that was scarcely expected, saying, "Am I to come and heal him?" In 
other words, "Are you looking for someone to deliver this boy or are you merely 
in quest of a philosophy that will help you deal with this situation?" The man 
lost no time in replying, "Lord, I am not worthy to receive you under my roof; 
but you have only to say the word and my boy will be healed". 

Jesus was amazed, indeed - ecstatic, at such confidence. Turning to this 
troubled father, He spoke reassuringly, "Go now. And your reward shall be 
eoual to your faith". 

ROADSIDE RESTS Now there are a number of roadside rests in this Biblical 
narrative, places to linger and reflect on meaning. The 

humility of the Centurion in making this public appeal for help. Or, the de
light that Jesus took in so noble a demonstration of faith. Or, the irony that 
an "outsider" should possess more faith than Jesus could find in Israel. How
ever, we must resist stopping and get to the point, to the hea.rt of this account. 

This Centurion, as he estimated his son's chances - that is, as he appraised 
the present situation - included God! In the mod language of the sociologist, he 
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"factored in" the power of God. His confidence was not displaced, for the boy -
his son -was cured. "Go now; and your reward shall be equal to your faith." 

This story was doubtless included in the Scriptures in order to awaken and 
enliven our faith in God. To help it achieve this worthy end, let's single out 
the two outstanding characteristics of this Centurion's faith. First: it was 
a faith that challenged God. And seeond: it was a faith related to a specific 
need. Let's take a look at both points for the next few minutes. 

A FAITH THAT CHALLENGED GOD It was a faith that challenged God. There are 
times when faith must acquiesce, when faith 

must find its own Gethsemane and in submission pray, "Nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as Thou wilt". There are those times in life when faith must accept 
"what is" and learn from the unchangeable. "God grant me the serenity to accept 
the things I cannot change". But I would suspect that such times are fewer 
than we generally surmise. 

It's easier to ponder the uses of adversity than to seek the help of God 
in removing adversity. Mind you, prayers of resignation are not the only prayers 
that belong to our faith. I believe that there are many times in our lives when 
God expects of us something other than mere acouiescence. 

Ministers are always interested in sermon titles. I always check the 
Saturday papers to see what sermon titles are there. Norman Vincent Peale who 
celebrated his 90th •birthday recently had one in one Sunda.y many years ago that 
caught my eye. "When Life CN.ves You Lemons, Make Lemonade". I guess we'd call 
that the tactic of acquiescence. This is to emphasize destiny at the expense of 
freedom. But, somehow I can 1 t help but feel that God might say, 

"When life gives you lemons, fling them back and ask 
for a better shake". 

Now this Centurion in our story didn't come to Jesus looking for some 
philosophy of suffering or explanation of it all. He came to storm the power 
that he sensed was resident in the person of Christ. Very simply, he wanted 
his son cured. 

I sometimes feel that our failure to put God to the test frequently 
masquerades as piety. In most cases, however, it is sheer unbelief. Walter 
Wagoner in a ook of recent years introduces us to two terms, at least they're 
two terms that I had never bumped in to before. One is Godism. The other is 
Christianism. He writes, 

"Godism, or Christianism is bes-t defined as the slew, 
usually unwitting, substitution of ideas, things and 
activities about God or Christ for the real faith in 
and service to God and Christ". 

11Godism" and "Christianism" eventually takes us to the place where we end 
up refusing to challenge anything in God's name. Either can make us perpetually 
compliant with what is. I believe tha.t God 1 s heart was warmed when Peter, shortly 
after the Resurrection, went to the Temple, found the paralytic lying there and 
said, 
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"Silver and gcrld -have I none, but such as I have given I unto 
thee; in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, Rise up and walk! 11 

I'm always amazed at the wisdom that surrounds us and comes to us from "out 
of the way" places. For instance, remember the wisdom that was there in the bu 11 
pen of that other NY team back in the Summer of '73 when they surged toward a 
pennant. Who was it who said, "Ya gotta believe". Isn't it interesting that 
when unsophisticated types get hold of the Gospel, or when the Gospel gets hold 
of them, they come boldly to expect some big things of God. And yet, you and I 
are tempted at times to qualify our confidence and our expectations in the 
power of God to produce change. We need to talk more than we do about trans
formations and healing and the large difference that God's spirit can make. 

We must live around some mountain, true. But there are other mountains 
that we must bid begone. "Go now; and your reward shall be equal to your faith". 
The Centurion's faith challenged God. We need to challenge God with our 
problems and our concerns, too. 

A FAITH RELATED TO A SPECIFIC NEED Secondly, his faith was related to a 
specific need. He didn't just believe 

God. He believed God for healing, and not just for healing in general, but for 
the healing of his son. 

The Bible teems,with illustrations of this sort of thing. It's as though 
God were saying, "Don't talk of faith - show me". 

Are you familiar with the term "putting the fleece on the rock". It comes 
from the Scriptures. It's from the Book of Judges and it's out of that hectic 
period in which a man by the name of Gideon was summoned by God to lead the 
Israelites in battle against their foes. Notice this. Gideon says, 

"If thou wilt deliver Israel by my hand as Thou hast said, 
'Behold I am laying a fleece of wool on the threshing floor 1". 

That night Gideon placed a fleece of wool on the threshing floor and said to God, 

"If you really want me to do this, and if you are sure that I 
can do this, I want that fleece to be dry in the morning 
when all around it is wet." 

When he arose the next morning, the fleece was dry and the surrounding ground 
was wet with morning dew. 

But Gideon wasn't finished. This might have been a fluke. "I'd like You 
to reverse it next time, God. Tomorrow morning I want to come out and find the 
fleece wet and everything around it dry'-' • ::~r!,;lxt morning when he looked, the 
fleece was wet and everything else around it was dry'l He believed God for the 
deliverance of Israel - in that time, in that place, in that crisis. It was a 
faith related to a specific need. Belief in general is hardly worth the 
stirring - is it? 1r/e need more belief and fewer beliefs. 

So I come to this question: what is there in your life that you have 
believed God for lately. Be specific. 

Remember, what you believe is so often ;o~hat you get. 



J 

' J... • 'I 'l r 1 r "'! 

DATE AND D~Y: .................... :.: .... : .... : ........ : ......... -............................... ::.: .. :.~ ..... . 

") 

r 

TO DO: .,. 
' f 

) ' 

1. ' ') 

0 ) ' 2. 

r~ .. 
3. ,. 

4. 
; ., 1 ,. ( J 

s: 

6. 

7. 
., ., 

") .,~ 

. ., 

8. 
., 

[I 

9. '() 

,. 
10. 

) 'j 

CALLS/ COUNSELLING ·· 

1. 
') 

2. 

3. 

4. 

<('"\ 

' ' 

. ., n ., 
' 

'") 

. )'!' 

··l ") "') 

' 
., 

' ' ., '. -: ~-.., 

" 

~o 
r. 

'")' 

1· 

,, 

,, 

., 

.., 
(('(' 

,., 

'') 

·.I 

.. 
0 • 

! 

' 

'~ 

-~ ' 

'/ 

., 

; ' 

' 

') 

' 

.J 

~ :;r"j 

TELEPHONE CALLS~ 

") 

'1 

1.i ( [f 

., :) '''II 

2. 
., 

'I 

. Jl )1 ::IJ ;· 

-3. 1 r ' ") 1 

.. r ·~ 

4. 

' ( t.,,T '. ' 
5. , r " 

r r 

6. 

i ; ,,... 
7:, ~ 

!.) 

., ' 0 

8. 

r;. r ., 

9! 

'· r ., ') 

10. 
) 

' ') 

r 

·TAKE HOME 

'.! ") 

'.!I 

' r 

,,. 



- 4 

SPECIFIC NEED Some of QS are handicapped by strong feelings of inadequacy,~ 
I challenge you to think positively and to believe God for 

the furnishing of what you lack. 

Some of us are suffering from a needless lack of health. I challenge you 
to believe God for healing. 

~orne of us are eaten alive by an active hatred for some other human being. 
I challenge you to believe God for cleansing. 

Some of us are captive to base desires and unworthy affections. I challenge 
you to believe God for your transformation. 

Some of you are lacked up in a cell of inconsolable grief. I challenge you 
to believe God for a calm and joyful heart. 

Some of us are afraid of the world, afraid of other people, afraid of 
persons different from ourselves ••• afraid, too, of ourselves. I challenge you 
to believe God for courage. 

"Go now and your reward shall 
be equal to your faith" 

CLOSING Ho~rnany of you carry around with you a little pocket calculator? 
As numbe!'B play an increasingly important role in our lives such 

devices are growing in use and in pcpularity. Chances are if you don't carry 
one around with you, you may have one at your desk. 

The heart ..,also makes its calculations. ~1an is something of an incurable 
estimator ••• always making his estimates. vJhat are my limits? Where are my 
boundaries? 1.rJhat ·ean I yet be? God has more to give us than vre are willing to 
believe. And to underestimate God is to sell short our potential as human 
beings. What you believe is so often what you get. Yes, "Go now and your reward 
shall be equal to your fai th11 • 

PRAYER Remind us once again, 0 God, that 11 with you all things are possible". 
Yes, Lord ••• we believe. Help our unbelief. Conscious we are of our 

spiritual weakness. Help us in these moments of worship to renew our hold on 
those energies we need if we are to drive out the devils of our world ••• the 
devils in our lives. Ground us firmly in those things we ~eally believe so that 
when Jesus lifts us up, we shall be able to stand firmly on our feet. In His 
name and spirit we now pray. Amen. 
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'PASTORAL PRAYER: May 29, 1988 

LORD non, 

Hany of us are crodwtng into cars this weekend and squeezing on to 
buses ••• and heading for the beaches and the mountains. 

lie read about the big race in Indianapolis •••• of the 
~ Golf Tournament in Ohio. We hear about Bob Hope celebrating 
\ie re<trl about and hear about his 85th B. 

'vle get another day off from work. Praise wife 
the Lord for 

BUT LORD - on this MEMOOIAL DAY weekend, that1 

We re~lly don't spend much time remembering -

and of our President and hiE 
making his first trip to 
Moscow. 

Remembering those who gave their lives for freedom •••• who died for a 
Remembering those whom we sent off to fight for us and world of peace. 

die for us at other times •••• so we could sit here comfortably 
~fllej!~~~!O¢loo:se<~:1((X~M for a world of peace. 

Peace keeps escaping us. And at times we .find ourselves wondering: 
did they die in vain? The gains and the losses of war are often re
ported in the papers. 

\;e wonder •••• is violence to be forever a part of the human condition. 
tfuy can't people resolve their differences and stop shouting and 
shooting at each other? 

LORD, we keep wondering what You would say to us throup,h the voices of those 
who have died in war ••• if they could speak to us here today. 

1</ould you remind us through their voices of the dreadful 
reality of war? 

Would you say that they died in order fo~ us to have peace 
rather than power? 

Would you speak through them to us that there are no winners 
in war? 

FffiG IVE !JS LCRD. 

\Vhen we place a higher priority on national honor than on saving 
lives and on the prospects for a lasting peace. And that is why we pray 

earnestly for our 
Lord, we have a feeling that if we became truly repentant, that President on 
Memorial Day would be more than flowers on graves, and flags on this trip. 

houses, cars on thruways, a golf tournament in Ohio and a race in 
Indianna •••• 

In the name and the loving spirit of 
Christ in whose love we find our hope, 
we ask this ••• 



ANTHEM: "Before the Ending of the Day" 

"Before the ending of the day, Creator 
of the world, we pray, that with Thy wonted 
favour Thou wouldst be our Guard and Keeper 
now. 

From all ill dreams defend our eyes, 
from nightly fears and fantasies; tread un
der foot our ghostly foe, that no pollution 
we may know. 

0 Father, that we ask be done, through 
Jesus Christ, Thine only Son; who, with the 
Holy Ghost and Thee, doth live and reign 
ternally. Amen." 

ANTHEM: "Bless the Lord, 0 My Soul" 

"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, blessed 
art Thou, 0 Lord. Bless the Lord, o my 
soul, bless the Lord and forget not all His 
benefits. 

Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that 
is within me, bless His holy Name. Who re
deemth thy life from destruction, who crown
eth thee with loving-kindness. He will not 
always chide; neither will He, will He keep 
His anger, His anger forever. Bless the 
Lord. 0 my soul, and all that is within me 
bless His holy Name. 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to share in the beauty of it. 

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN" 

The "Hounds of Heaven" will meet on Tues
day evening at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
George Leopold serves as leader. New friends 
are always welcome. Old ones, too. 

JUNE 4 RUMMAGE SALE 

Saturday, June 4th, is the date of our 
next Rummage Sale. Workers are now being 
enlisted. Please be in touch with Dianne 
Keller if you can lend a hand with the many 
preparations involved as well as sell on 
the day of the sale. All who help are in
vited to Dianne's for supper after the sale 
on June the 4th. 

TRUSTEES TO MEET 

The Trustees will meet on Monday eve
ning, June 6th, at 6 pm, in the Ryan Barry 
Room. 

PENNY ROLLING-PARTY 

The Education Committee will be hold
ing another "penny rolling party" on the 9th 
of June, following the regular monthly 
meeting of the Education committee. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL TO MEET 

Members please note that the Administra
tive Council will meet on Tuesday evening, 
June 14th, at 7:30pm. 



TICKETS ON SALE 

Tickets are now on sale for the All 
Church June 25th Church Picnic. See Doreen 
Morares, Picnic coordinator, for yours. The 
cost is $5.00. This is the major fellowship 
event of the church for the late Spring and 
early Summer. Get in shape and plan to come. 

CHURCH OFFICE TO BE CLOSED 

The Church office will be closed on 
Monday, May 30th, in celebration of Memorial 
Day. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

Choir rehearsal will be held this Wed
nesday, but then during June it will switch 
over to Sunday mornings at 10 o'clock. 

THE ALDERSGATE CLASS 

The newly formed Aldersgate Class pro
vides a mid-week opportunity for Bible 
study, discussion, sharing and prayer. If 
your fa~th is in need of a bit of mid-week 
nurturing, then plan to stop by. The class 
comes together at 7:30 on Wednesday eve
ning in Fellowship Hall, third floor. 

JUNE NEWS SHEET 

Contributions for the June issue of 
our monthly news sheet are being received 
again today. Drop them in the Russell Room 
Poor Box. The June issue will be a week 
late. Look for it on June 12th. Personal 
doings, concerns, birthdays as well as 
program activities are appreciated. 
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TRINITY SUNDAY 
Hay 29, 1988 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Pastorale" Guilrnont 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 91 "When Morning Gilds the Skies" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

Most merciful Father, we have done little to 
forward Thy Kingdom in this world, to foster the 
brotherhood of man, and to establish love as the 
law of life. We have allowed self to blind us, 
pains to embitter us. Pardon our shortcomings; 
forgive our neglect; give us a pure heart intent 
on pleasing Thee. Help us in all our seeking to 
seek first Thy Kingdom and Thy righteousness. 
And make us to come, as carne Thy Son, not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister. We ask this 
in the spirit of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER "The Lord Reigns" 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

*** 
ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 

"Before the Ending of the Day" 
Matthew 8: 1 - 13 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

No. 582 
No. 792 
No. 740 

Willan 
Page 841 

ANTHEM "Bless the Lord, 0 My Soul" I. Ivanof 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 3 "Corne, Thou Almighty King" 
SERMON "On Underestimating God" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 138 "Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Fugue in E Minor" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Bach 

LAY READER 

We welcome Margaret Bessey to the lectern today. A 
native of Massachusetts, educated in Nebraska and employ
ed by Second Opinion, Margaret - here in the Church - is 
a member of the "Hounds of Heaven", serves on the Educa
tion Committee and is sharing in the Aldersgate Class. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters today are An~ Bryant and Bob Gardner. 
The ushers are Effie French, George Crawford, Florence 
Long, Roxanne Snover, Joyce Gartrell and Bob Gardner. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. All are invited to share in these 
moments of warmth made possible for us today by Debbie 
Cox-Riches Needham, Liz Benton, Susan Goodwin, Pat Henry 
and Jaya Melwani. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from eleven to twelve. Nursery care for 
infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor. 

THE ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday mornings at 
9:15 in Fellowship Hall. Jan Ernst is currently leading 
the class in a study of First John. Coffee is available 
and new friends are always most welcome. 

THE ENVELOPE IN THE PEW 

During the month of May we receive a special offer
ing for the Health Care Agencies and Homes of the New 
York Annual Conference . We invite you to respond. 


