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"ONE IN CHRIST"
INTRODUCTION

It was Christmas Eve back in the early years of this century
and a young Norman Vincent Peale was shopping with his father,

Dr. Charles Clifford Peale •••• a physician who gave up his medical practice to
enter the minist~y of what then was called the Methodist Episcopal Church. They
were walldl~g along Fourth Street in Cincinnati when a street person approached
them. (Back then they weren't called "street people" ••• you know what they were
called). Anyway, the man stretched out his filthy hand, placing it like a claw
on young ~forman's shoulder. Frightened and ::-eplused, young !forman shook himself
free and ran down the sidewalk.
The elder Dr. Peale went to his son, gave him a dollar and instructed him to
return to the man and offer him the money "in the name of Jesus 6hrist" ••• which
he did. He was scmewhat surprised when the man graciously received the money.
Then the :man smiled and a beautiful radiance shone in his face. Traveling hOMe
that evening, riding the street car up Gilbert Avenue, Dr. Clifford Peale asked
his son, Norman, to describe what happened. Norman Vincent Peale did not fwlble
for words. Quickly he answered, "I saw the man as he really ls". To which his
father responded,
"Always remember that and never .forget it. Jesus Christ
can take men and women and make them what they can be~"
I believe that! And
that's a message you
and I need to hear this morning and every morning of' the year. Jesus Christ can
help people reach their true potential. And when you and I look as we somatimes
do into the .faces of' people we ought to see not their obvious .flaws, but what God
can make out of' them.
JESUS CHRIST HELPS PEOPIE REACH THEIR TRUE POTENTIAL

I think there's somethL"lg unfortunately within us that takes comfort in
the shortcomings of' other people. There's a story told about the late Dorothy
Parker - a lady who was known for her sarcastic wit. She was at a cocktail
party at which one of the guests praised another woman at the party saying
that "she 1 s very kind to her inferiors".

W'ith mock disbelief, Dorothy Parker asked, "And where does she find them?"
Stripped of its sarcasm, her'point is well made. There are no "superiors"
in God '·s world ••• nor are there "inferiors". 'lbere are only people. Precious
people. People talented in various ways. Some are princes and others are
prodigals, but all are people with potential. Why? - 7ou may ask. Because they
have been fashioned by the Creator. And that, de.ar friend, makes each one re•
l'llarkably valuable. St. Paul reminds us,
"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is neither male nor f'emale,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus1"
That's wtT it's absurd to divide people into acceptable and unacceptable,
"our kind" and "not our kind" •••• "your people" and "my people". What is there
in us that makes us classify people into groups and to judge them as being more
acceptable than others ••• and yet we are guilty of doing it, time and againo
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A GOOD STORY

A few years ago when the Roman Catholic Church was going
through some radical changes, a Jewish lady asked another
Jewish lady, "Tell me ••• have you heard what's going on in Rome?" "No" said the
second, "I haven't ••• what's going on in Rome?"
With great pleasure, the first lady said,
"Why a meeting of high Catholic churchmen has decided that
we Jews are not responsible far the crucifixion of Jesus!"
And with that the second lady raised her highbrows and said, "Who do they
now think is responsible far it?"
"I'm not sure" said the first ••• "But I think they suspect
the Puerto Ricans ••• "

Why must we a~ays categorize people into groups? Why are we so hung up on
those things that divide us? And WHY do we demean some groups ••• even, as you
know, to the point of persecution? To have the mind of Christ is to value
every one of God's children •••without any excuses •••without any "yes, buts ••• "
· Man,y of you can remember back in the early sixties when Pope John XXIII was
elected to that high office. He was 77 years of age and was really expected to
be only a "caretaker" Pope •••• a compromise among the College of Cardinals until
a more suitable candidate could be selected. This jolly, rotund man was not
expected to effect much change in the Vatican and the closed Curia and as
expected he did hold office for only about 5 years ••• dying in 1963. Yet, he is
regarded as the most influential Pope of this Century, far it was he who convened the Second Vatican Council. And it was that Council that revolutionized
and revitalized the Roman Church around the world. On one occasion this beloved
Pope said this,
"When epople are animated b,y the love of Christ,
they feel united, and the needs, and offerings and
joys of others are felt as their own."
He was a man - Pope John XXIII - who transformed and invigorated the Catholic
Church, because underneath all of his theology- he understood that we are all one.
Love does !.1lli. te us. Rober-t Browning, the poet, once wrote:
"Take away love and our earth becomes a tomb. But
the tomb becomes a day of resurrection with lovel"
THIS IS WHAT JESUS TAUGHT

Need I remind you that this is what Jesus
taught ••• this truth ••• taught it to us through
His parables and His short, pi thy sayings.
Think of them. He warned us
against being like the nngrateful servant, and cautioned us not to be like the
'older brother', and admonished us for having an attitude like the first
laborers hired for the vineyard. He taught us not to throw that 1tfirst stone".
To take the log out of our own eye before rrre sought the speck in the eye of our
neighbor, and to pray for those who persecute us. He instructed us to turn the
other cheek, to forgive seventy times seven, and to walk that extra mile 1 He
asked us to love our neighbor as ourselves, to do unto others as we would wish
them to do unto us, and when enterL~g a room, to sit at the foot of the table.

- 3 The principles that Jesus taught, He also lived. We know that. Never forget that. He invited to His table all sorts of people •• .,Greeks, Jews, sinners,
tax collectors ••• so they all would come to know His grace. He befriended a man
who was hated by all: Zaccheus. He met secretly at night with a man who was
confused: Nicodemus. He healed a man who had a dreaded disease: the unnamed
leper. And these principles continued to be taught and practiced in the ear~
Church. James, the brother of Jesus, told us to show "no partiality" between a
rich man and a poor man coming into the sanctua.r)". And Paul, .from today' s
lesson, wrote that,
"There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor tree~.
male nor female •• • tor you are all one in Christ.•
And what a beautiful message and an important one to celebrate. In the fellowship of believers, we make no distL~ction between rich or poor, royalty or commoner, celebrity or plebian". It makes no distinction who you are, where you
came f'rom and what you have. You are a human being - to be loved, recognized.
Sadly, this is a truth that is not always acknowledged in SOliS churches.
SOJOURNER TRUTH

How many of you are familiar with the name of Sojourner
Truth? ~1ft a hand if you are. We studied about her in
the Confirmation Class back in February. She was a great lady who was both an
emancipator and a suffragette. In the 1840's at the Akron Convention which was
held to expound the rights of woman, Sojourner Truth made a name for herself.
Now most of the speakers at that Akron Convention were men ••• men who
were proclaiming the interiority of woman, of all things. Men who annoWlced
that women had no contribution to mak8 to the comnm.nity beyond that of being a
homemaker. Men who believes that women lacked the sound judgement necessary
to be registered voters. Men who henceforth held forth that women just lacked
the ability reauired to conduct financial matters. Men who were certain that
women were incapable o! awning and operating a busines•.
And when one male speaker announced the superior intelligence of men over
women, it was Sojourner Truth who could no longer reamin silent and she mounted
the steps lead~ up to the platform and forcing the speaker to one side, she
boldly stood before the assembly. Shocked at what just occured, the audience
fell silent. And then Sojourner Truth spoke words that all could hear.
"Suppose a man's mind holds a quart and a woman's don't
hold but a pint ••• if her pint is full ••• it's every bit
as good as his quartl"
Chances are we would smile at such logic today and probably all o£ us can think
of people - both man and T"oman - that we lmow who are "running about a quart low".
Still~ we can thank God that this is one controversy that can be laid to rest.
Is one sex better than another? Certainly not1 Is one race better than
another? Certainly not1 Is one nationality better than another? Certainly'
not~
Is the entrepreneur better than the laborer ••• the educated better than the
uneducated •••• the politicallr powerful more important than the common citizen?
Certaintly not. Each of us has a special gift to make, without which we would
all be less. Each of us has a uninue potential and to have "the mind of Christ" is
to see another's potential. A final point to lift up and to think about.
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But even more important, it
is not to condemn but to encourage one another as Christ encourages us. And when we end up "condemning"
as we sometimes do, we are not "of the mind of Christ". A story to share.

For maey years it has been the practice at military academia to haze the
first year students. This is a part of the initiation rites usually- handled
by the upper classmen. As a second year student at West Point man;r years ago,
Dwight David Eisenhower, participated in this hazing and one da;r a plebe, as
freshmen are called, bumped into Eisenhower. Now such an act is unpardonable
and so yotmg Eisenhower responded as expected.,, ,yelling and screaming at the
young cadet. · Searching for the most demeaning thing he could think of and
utter, Eisenhower said the plebe looked like a barber. And with that remark
the plebe drew himself up to his full height, squared his shoulders, thrust
forth his jaw and responded that he was a harbert It just happened that it was
as a barber that he had supported his family prior to his cOllling to West Point.
Devastated, Eisenhower returned to his room and shared the incident with
his roommate, confessing:
"You know I've just done something that was stupid-and
unforgiveable •••• ! just managed to make a man ashamed
of the work he did to earn a living."
Ike - in his autobiograph;r - wrote that for him this was a lesson about the "lack
And in his room that day up at ~vest Point, young
Eisenhower vowed never to demean another individual ever again. And it was a
promise that he somehow managed to keep all through his life, even as the
Supreme Allied Commander during World War II and as the 34th president of the
United States. He became an "encourager" as a sophomore in college and
it showed in the effectiveness of his leadership with other men.
of consideration for others".

I think we're coming to the very heart of our Christian faith at this
point. John 3: 16 reminds us that Christ came into the world not "to condemn
the world ••• but that the world through Him might be saved". Yes, when we slip
up and let go and begin to condemn others, we are not of the mind of Christo
We are here to encourage even as He encouraged people. If we hold that principle
alwa;rs before us, we will not err.
ROSA PARKS

Some of you will never forget the name of Rosa Parks. It was
1955. Rosa Parks had just finished a hard day's work and
after paying her fare to ride the Cleveland Avenue bus home in her city of
Montgomery, she sat down in the .f'ront part of what was then called the
"colored section". A number of white folks were already on the bus - up.f'ront.
She knew that as more white folks got an the bus she might have to get up and
move to the back or even just stand so a white person could sit down. Two
stops later what she had expected began to happen.
Available seats for the white folks disappeared and soon she was told to
stand. The rest is history. She refused. The bus driver came back and swore
at her, threatening to have her arrested. Still, she would not relinauiah her
seat. She was arrested and thus began the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott.
Years later Rosa Parks was asked why she would not stand when ordered and
she said it was because of her mother and her Christian upbringing.
declared,
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and that God designs all His children to be free!"
Bring up a child believing that, ~ friend, and he or she will never be satisfied with being something of a "second-c-lass" citizen. So let's go on from
here ••• all of us ••• trying to see people as Jesus would see them. First, He
saw people as they can be. It made no difference to Him how they looked or
where the7 were coming from. Second, he always saw their great potential.
and for us to have that "mind of Christ" is to always see that potential.
And third, we must strive in our daily words and actions to be an encourager
just as He encourages us.
Remind us, 0 God, that we are all "one in Christ". let us
affirm this in our relationships with others - here in the
church, at work ••• wherever we travel. Children of one God, with Christ our
brother. In His name we pray. Amen.
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nONE IN CHRIST"

INTRODUCTION

It was Christmas Eve back in the early years of this centur,y
and a young Norman Vincent Peale was shopping with his rather,
Dr. Charles Clifford Peale •••• a physician who gave up his medical practice to
enter the minist~y of what then was called the Methodist Episcopal Church. They
were walking along Fourth Street in Cincinnati when a street person approached
them. (Back then they weren 1 t called "street people" ••• you know what they were
called). Anyway, the man stretched out his filthy hand, placing it like a claw
on young Norman's shoulder. Frightened and repulsed, young Norman shook himself
free and ran down the sidewalk.
The elder Dr. Peale went to his son, gave him a dollar and instructed him to
ret11rn to the man and offer him the money "in the name of Jesus 6hrist 11 • • • which
he did. He was somewhat surprised when the man graciously received the money.
Then the :man smiled and a beautiful radiance shone in his face. Traveling home
that evening, riding the street car up Gilbert Avenue, Dr. Clifford Peale asked
his son, Norman, to describe what happened. Norman Vincent Peale did not fumble
for words. Quickly he answered, "I saw the man as he really is". To which his
father responded,
"Always remember that and never forget it. Jesus Christ
can take men and women and make them what they can be 1"
JESUS CHRIST HELPS PEOPI.E REACH THEm TRUE POTENTIAL

I believe that1 And
that's a message you
and I need to hear this morning and every morning of the year. Jesus Christ can
help people reach their true potential. And when you and I look as we sometimes
do into the faces of people we ought to see not their obvious flaws, but what God
can make out of them •••• to see the potential that is still there!
I think there's something unfortunately within us that takes comfort in
the shortcomings of other people. There's a story told about the late Dorothy
Parker - a lady who was known for her sarcastic wit. She was at a cocktail
party at which one of the guests praised another woman at the party saying
that "she's very kind to her inferiors".
With mock disbelief, Dorothy Parker asked, "And where does she find them?"
Stripped of its sarcasm, her point is well made. There are no "superiors"
in God •·s world ••• nor are there "inferiors". There are only people. Precious
people. People talented in various ways. Some are princes and others are
prodigals, but all are people with potential. Why? - you may ask. Because they
have been fashioned by the Creator. And that, de.ar friend, makes each one re•
markably valuable. St. Paul reminds us,
"There is neither Jew r1or Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female 1
for you are all one in Christ Jesusl"
That's whT it's absurd to divide people into acceptable and unacceptable,
"o11r kind" and "not our kind" •••• "your people" and "my people". What is there
in us that makes us classify people into groups and to judge them as being more
acceptable than others ••• and yet we are guilty of do.ing it, time and again.
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A GOOD STORY

A few years ago when the Roman Catholic Church was going
through some radical changes, a Jewish laqy asked another
Jewish lady, "Tell me ••• have you heard what's going on in Rome?" ''No" said the
second, "I haven't ••• what's going on in Rome?"
With great pleasure, the first lady said,
"Why a meeting of high Catholic churchmen has decided that

we Jews are not responsible for the crucifixion of Jesus1"

And with that the second lady raised her highbrows and said, "Who do they
now think is responsible for it?"
"I'm not sure" said the first ••• "But I think they suspect
the Puerto Ricans ••• "

Why must we a~ays categorize people into groups? Why are we so hung up on
those things that dlvlde us? And WHY do we demean some groups ••• even, as you
know, to the point of persecution? To have the mind of Christ is to value
every one of God's children •••without any excuses •••without any "yes, buts ••• "
. Mal'\r of you can .remember back in the early sixties when Pope John XXIII was
elected to that high office. He was 77 years of age and was really expected to
be on~ a "caretaker" Pope •••• a compromise among the College of Cardinals until
a more suitable candidate could be selected. This jol~, rotund man was not
expected to effect much change in the Vatican and the closed Curia and as
expected he did hold office for only about 5 years ••• dying in 1963. Yet, he is
regarded as the most influential Pope of this Century, far it was he who convened the Second Vatican Council. And it was that Council that revolutionized
and revitalized the Roman Church around the world. On one occasion this beloved
Pope said this 1
"When people are animated by the love of Christ,
they feel un.ited, and the needs, and offerings and
joys of others are felt as their own."
He was a man - Pope John XXIII - who transformed and invigorated the Catholic
Church, because underneath all of his theology he understood that we are all one.
Love does anite us. Robert Browning, the poet, once wrote:
"Take away love and our earth becomes a tomb. But
the tomb becomes a day of resurrection with lovel"
THIS IS WHAT JESUS TAUGHT

Need I remind you that this is what Jesus
taught ••• this truth ••• taught it to us through
His parables and His short, pithy sayings.
Think of them. He warned u•
against being like the ungrateful servant, and cautioned us not to be like the
'older brother', and admonished us for having an attitude like the first
laborers hired for the vineyard. He taught us not to throw that "first stone".
To take the log out of our own eye before we sought the speck in the eye of our
neighbor, and to pray for those who persect1te us. He instructed us to turn the
other cheek, to forgive seventy times seven, and to walk that extra milel He
asked us to love our neighbor as oo.rselves, to do unto others as we would wish
them to do unto us 1 and when entering a room, to sit at the foot of the table.

- 3 The principles that Jesus taught, He also lived. We know that. Never forget that. He invited to His table all sorts of people •• .,Greeks, Jews, sinners,
tax collectors ••• so they all would came to know His grace. He befriended a man
who was hated by all: Zaccheus. He met secretly at night with a man who was
confused: Nicodemus. He healed a man who had a dreaded disease: the unnamed
leper. And these principles continued to be taught and practiced in the ear~
Church. James, the brother of Jesus, told us to shaw "no partiality" between a
rich man and a poor man coming into the 'Sanctuar;r. And Paul, from toda;r' s
lesson, wrote that,
"There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free~.
male nor female ••• for ;rou are all one in Christ.•
And what a beautiful message and an important one to celebrate. In the fellowship of believers, we make no distinction between rich or poor, royalty or commoner, celebrity or plebian". It makes no distinction who you are, where ;rou
came from and what you have. You are a human being - to be loved, recognized.
Sadly., this is a truth that is not always acknowledged in some churches.
SOJOURNER TRUTH

How many of you are familiar with the name of Sojourner
Truth? :r.tft a hand if you are. We studied about her in
the Confirmation Class back in February. She was a great lady who was both an
emancipator and a suffragette. In the 1840's at the Akron Convention which was
held to expound the rights of woman, Sojourner Truth made a name far herself.
Now most of the speakers at that Akron Convention were men ••• men who
were proclaiming the inferiority of woman, of all things. Men who announced
that women had no contribution to make to the community beyond that of being a
homemaker. Men who believed that women lacked the sound judgement necessary
to be registered voters. Men who henceforth held forth that women just lacked
the ability required to conduct financial matters. Men who were certain that
women were incapable of owning and operating a busines•.
And when one male speaker announced the superior intelligence of men over
women, it was Sojourner Truth who could no longer reamin silent and she mounted
the steps lead1Wg up to the platform and forcing the speaker to one side, she
boldly stood before the assembly. Shocked at what just occured, the audience
fell silent. And then Sojourner Truth spoke words that all could hear.
"Suppose a man's mind holds a·quart and a woman's don't
hold but a pint ••• if her pint is full ••• it's every bit
as good as his quartl"
Chances are we would smile at such logic today and probably all of us can think
of people .. ;bQth man and woman - that we know who are "running about a quart low".
Still, we can thank God that this is one controversy that can be laid to rest.

Is one sex better than another? Certainly not1 Is one race better than
another? Certainly not1 Is one nationality better than another? Certainly
notl Is the entrepreneur better than the laborer ••• the educated better than the
unedncated •••• the political~ powerful more important than the common citizen?
Certaintly not. Each of us .has a special gift to make, without which we would
all be less. Each of us has a unique potential and to have "the mind of Christ" is
to see another's potential. A final point to lift up and to think about.
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But even more important, it
is not to condemn but to encourage one another as Christ encourages us. And when we end up "condemning"
as we sometimes do, we are not "of the mind of Christ". A story to share.
For maey years it has been the practice at military academie·s·:.. to haze the
first year students. This is a part of the initiation rites usual~ handled
by the upper classmen. As a second year student at West Point mB.l'J3' years ago,
Dwight David Eisenhower, participated in this hazing and one day a plebe, as
freshmen are called, bumped into Eisenhmrer. Now such an act is unpardonable
and so young Eisenhmrer responded as expected.,,.yelling and screaming at the
young cadet. · Searching for the most demeaning thing he could think of and
utter, Eisenhower said the plebe loo~ed like a barber. And with that remark
the plebe drew himself up to his full. height, squared his shoulders, thrust
forth his jaw and responded that he was a barber 1 It just happened that it was
as a barber that he had supported his family prior to his coming to West Point.
Devastated, Eisenhower returned to his room and shared the incident with
his roormnate, confessing:
"You know I've just done something that was stupid'and ·
unforgiveable •••• I just managed to make a man ashamed
of the work he did to earn a living."
Ike · - in his autobiography - wrote that for him this was a lesson about the "lack
of consideration for others". And in his room that day up at West Point, young
Eisenhower vowed never to demean another individual ever again. And it was a
promise that he somehow managed to keep all through his life, even as the
Supreme Allied Commander during World War II and as the 34th president of the
United States. He became an "encourager" as a sophomore in college and
it showed in the effectiveness of his leadership with other men.
I think we're coming to the very heart of our Christian faith at this
point. John 3: 16 reminds us that Christ came into the world not "to condemn
the world ••• but that the world through Him might be saved". Yes, when we slip
up and let go and begin to condemn others, we are not of the mind of Christ.
We are here to encourage even as He encouraged people. If we hold that principle
always before us, we will not err.
ROSA PARKS

Some of you will never forget the name of Rosa Parks. It was
19.5.5. Rosa Parks had just finished a hard day's work and
after paying her fare to ride the Cleveland Avenue bus home in her city of
Montgomery, she sat down in the front part of what was then called the
"colored section". A number of white folks were already on the bus - upfront.
She knew that as more white folks got on the bus she might have to get up and
move to the back or even just stand so a white person could sit down. Two
stops later what she had expected began to happen.
Available seats for the white folks disappeared and soon she was told to
stand. The rest is history. She refused. The bus driver came back and swore
at her, threatening to have her arrested. Still, she would not relinquish her
seat. She was arrested and thus began the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott.
Years later Rosa Parks was asked why she would not stand when ordered and
she said it was because of her mother and her Christian upbringing. Rosa declared,
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and that God designs all His children to be freel"
Bring up a child believing that, my friend, and he or she will never be satisfied with being something of a "second-class" citizen. So let's go on from
here ••• all of us ••• trying to see people as Jesus would see them. First, He
saw people as they can be. It made no difference to Him how they looked or
where they were coming from. Second, he alway~ saw their great potential.
and for us to have that "mind of Christ" is to always see that potential.
And third, we rrtust strive in our daily words and actions to be an encourager
just as He encourages us.
PRAYER

Remind us, 0 God, that we are all "one in Christ". Iet us
affirm this in our relationships with others - here in the
church, at work ••• wherever we travel. Children of one God, with Christ our
brother. In His name we pray. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER :

Jul,y

19, 1992

GRACIOUS JOD ••• CREATOR ·~f us all. •• we give thanks for t.his tj
of prayer and ask that it ·,rill be a special moment for 1.1s ••• the coming
gether of our snirits '.-rith You and 1-with each other.

>JE COME :..rith all of our doubts, all of our auestions, all of
'-lavering '.Yills, our shortcomings and flaws. nOt-Jever You find us, Lord,
~mow that You do not leave us the same.

IF

are driftinp; along in our faith, call us to a clear
direction.
IF '.Ye are lukewarm in our love, kindle in us the fire of
a deeper love and a new faith.
IF ~"e are care less in our commitments, in our loyalties,
stir us to ·:i deeper dedication.
IF ·,re =tre negligent in our soiritual life of prayer, point
us, 0 God, to the practice of Your presence in
our lives.
'!Te

1JE COME TC:GETHER in this service of worship bringing not just
ourselves, but others in prayer.

In silence now, 0 God, we name and oray for a loved one or a
friend who is ill •••
In silence now, Ne name and pray for someone who is lonely .••
In silence, just now we name and oray for one who is in
leadership in government ••••
In silence, we name and oray for one who dislikes us •••
In silence now we name and pray for a dear friend •••
~vant

LCRD, ¥e do not need to ak YOU to hear our prayers, but
to be open to receive the answers th.::~t YOU give.

:-~e

do

AND if :ve are to be a part of YOUR answer in loving the lone l
or visiting the sick, forgiving an offender or an offense, Lord, enable
to hear YOUR word of direction.
AIID FINALLY, 0 GOD, ,,Te pray for our ·..ror ld.
Much of our world is hungry, cold and homeless. Much of it
lives with constant violence and all of us live under the threat of des
truction.

So wherever Your people gather in worship today we ask that Y
'..till be present '<lith them, and to move them in compn.ss Lonata service to
Creation, to the entire f:1.mily of mankind.

Hear our prayers, offered in the name and spirit of Christ, ou:

Lord.
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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 19, 1992

LAY READER

ORDER OF WORSHIP
11 A. M.

"Flute Tune"
T. Arne
"Minuet" (from Suite Gothique) L. Boellmann
CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN NO. 101 "From All That Dwell Below the Skies"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(seated)
We confess before You now, 0 God, our poor
stewardship of life. We have squandered time,
under used our opportunties, mis-directed our
loyalties, resisted growth and grievously wasted
the gift of life.
In secret we have worshipped
the works of our minds and hands.
The applause
of the world has mattered more to us than fidelity
to You.
Make us duly penitent for these and all
our sins. And let the mercy of Christ inspire us
to humbler, purer ways in this time of worship.
In the spirit of Christ, we offer You now this
our prayer of confession. Amen.
SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER
ORGAN

***
PSALTER
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
GLORIA PATRI

Psalm 122

No. 845
No. 887
No. 71

We welcome Grace Thomas to the lectern this morning.
A native of Houston, Texas, a graduate of Texas A & M
with a BS in Economics, Grace is a Vice President at Inland
Marine Insurance for GRE, America.
Here in the church she
is an usher and a coffee hour hostess.
TODAY'S MUSIC
We welcome Vaughn L. Watson to the organ console in
the absence of Lyndon Woodside who is conducting in
Europe. Today's soloist is Jonathan Goodman, tenor
soloist of our church choir.
GREETERS AND USHERS
The greeters today are Sam Wilson and Sharon Johnson.
The ushers for today are Richmond and Lili Bates, Michele
Barton, Jennifer Karim, Gary Klein, Michael Schaffield
and Tom Weickert.
AN INVITATION
Punch and cookies will be served in the Russell Room
following the service. All are invited to share in these
moments of warm fellowship made possible for us today by
Betty Bahlke and Sheryl LaBac.

***
"Jesus, The Very Thought of Thee"
Thiman
SOLO
Galatians 3: 23 - 29
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SCRIPTURE
PASTORAL PRAYER
PARISH CONCERNS
"The Call"
V. Williams
SOLO
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY
HYMN NO. 496 "Sweet Hour of Prayer"
SERMON
"One In Christ"
Mr. Clarke
HYMN NO. 548 "In Christ There Is No East or West"
BENEDICTION
"Piece Heroique"
Cesar Franck
ORGAN

*** Interval for Ushering

NURSERY CARE
Children who are able are encouraged to join their
pare nts in the worship service during the Summer months.
Small children may join the infants on the fourth floor
in the Day School Room. Babysitters are available.
TUESDAY EVENING
The "Hounds of Heaven" will meet on Tuesday evening at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall. The Committee on
Nominations and Personnel will meet at 7:30 in the
Russell Room.

