
OVER AND ABOVE AND BEYOND 

TEXT: 0 And in the year that King Uzziah died, I saw also 
the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
up, and his train filled the tern-ole" (Isaiah 6:1) 

INTRODUCTION Those words were Emoken by the prouhet Isaiah some 
seven hundred and forty years be fore the time of Christ. 

Isaiah speaks of King Uzziah, kinR: of Judah. Judah w1.s one of the smaller 
and less imnorta.nt kingdoms located at the e8.stern end of the Mediterranean 
basin. Uzziah had been king of Judah for fifty-two years, and those 
fifty-two years had been years of extraordinary nrosuerity, development 
and success. King Uzziah, unlike so many of the other kings of that 
tragic little kingdom, had been successful both at home and abroad, and 
he hQd brought into the life of the nation a feeling of confidence and 
security. 

His death, therefore, marked the end of a long and prosperous 
reign. And I sup'Jose the people of this little kinp:do;n of Judah must 
have felt something like the English felt when Queen Victoria died. For 
a great many of the people, it marked the end of a world that they had 
!mown since the h8.DDY d1.ys of their childhood. And not only did his 
death bring sadness into the hearts of the peo~le of Judah, but also the 
cause of his death bast."'a.tdark and foreboding atmosphere over the 
nation itself. For it seems that a few years before he died, King 
Uzziah contacted that dreaded disease of leprosy. And not only is leprosy 
a horrible disease, but like all of the diseases of that time, the Jews, 
in their own minds, associated it with sin. And when they saw their 
beloved King come down with this disease, the saw it too as a sign of 
the Lord's displeasure. Uzziah':ssreign had a bitter ending and a dark 
and gloomy atmosnhere descended over the people. 

'Nhen Is:1iah wrote those lines that I quoted to you at the bep:inning 
of the sermon, he was not only dating what he had written, but he was 
a1 so indicating the general mood of the time. There..-.wer~ many neo1Jle 
who felt as though the end of an era had come. Others who thought the 
end of the world was drawing near, and still others who felt that things 
as they had known them V·'ould never ce quite the same again. And when 
Isaiah looked at the people in their bitter disillusionment anc tLeir 
keen disappointment, he saw not only the transciency of life by which 
kings and people come and go, but he saw also the tragedy of life - the 
blight that can spoil even the finest blossom and mq.ke it hideous to 
behold. 

However I think the important thingcforsus rests in thetfact that 
Isaiah saw something else in addition to all of this. F'or in his own 
words he tells us th1.t "In the year thg,t King Uzziah died, I saw also 
the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up". The important word 
1. 8 th d tl 1 II I II 1 II e wor a so • saw a so the Lord he tells us. And he goes on 
to describe for us this great exp9rience he had and which I read to you 
as part of our scri nture lesson. Yes - Isaiah saw what everyone else 
s~w - tha~ the kin17 of Judah was dead, and t'r'lt 1 ifs was fle~t ing and 
filled with moment~ of misfortune and disg,ster. But he also saw-that 
the King of the Un1verse was still alive forever and ever, qnd that 
over and above and beyond the tragedy and transciency of life hovers the 
reality of God himself. · 

"And i:J the year thqt King Uzziah died, I saw also 
the Lo~d •..• sitting uuon a throne, high and lifted 
up •••• 
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A RELIGIOUS VIEW OF LIFE So much for Isaiah's great spiritual 
exu9rience. Reflecting momentarily upon 

it, I think we could say that he had a religious view of life, a view of 
something that is over and above and beyond us all. And this is what I 
would like to talk to vou about here for a few minutes this morning, this 
religious view of life: this view of something that is over and above us 
all. I think anyone who can see anything at all can certainly see the 
transciency and tragedy of life. It surrounds us and confronts us daily. 
As a matter of fact as I was working 0'1 this P"'.rticulqr section of the 
sermon this past week trying to think of ways to brin~ this out to you, 
I was disturbed by the air-raid sirens signaling an '=l.ir ra-id alert. Jit(3. 
was Wednesday morning at eleven o'clock. As I sat there in my studying 
listening to the wailing of the sirens in the background, I thought to 
myself how clearly they remind us of the transciency and tragedy, of the 
misfortune and disaster thqt hangs so heavily ove~ our world at the 
uresent time. Just as there were those in Isai8h s time who thought 
that the end of the world W'lS drawing close, so there are those who feel 
that way in our_ own time. If we're at all realistic about world events, 
we can't help but feel occasionally that an end of an era has come, and 
that things as we have known them may never be quite the same again, and 
that time's running out. And then too, even in our own smaller private 
world, we are occasionally confronted with this same element. For 
instance you stand beside the bedside of someone you love who iB in the 
prime of life and you learn that due to some uhysical disorder within, 
his life will never be the same again, and you 2ay to yourself "How 
tragic life can be". Or you stand be side the grave of so·11eone you love 
as I have and as the body is lowered into the grave you become so aware 
of how fleeting life actually is. You cannot help seeing this sober 
side of life if you keep your eyes open at all, and sometimes I can't 
help but feel that the more clearly you see it, the better off you are. 

But the religious person always sees something else, something that 
is over and above and beyond the ~ragedy of life itself. U.e may see 
the up_s and downs of history and experience the terrible denths to 
which man can descend, but also over ::tnd above q,nd beyond it all he 
sees the :Maker of men and the Molder of human history si_lently at work 
behind the scenes. And this too, if he is a sensitive churchman, he may 
see the glaring evils of society and be able to look at the church 
objectively and see its failures and weaknesses, but he also see over 
and above and beyond the evils and fai 1 ure s of society and the churc·h, 
the steadfastness and reality of the personality and character of Christ 
which never changes and which in a sense by the f'1ilures and shortcomings 
of the church and society becomes even more inescapable, pre-eminent, 
compelling and convincing. Yes the person of faith sees the tragedy 
and transciency of life, but yet over and above it all he sees the 
weaving of the ends together in some triumnhant pattern. And so it 
was Isaiah that great man of faith who in the year that Kin~ Uzziah 
died saw also the Lord - immovable, undisturbed, unshaken. --He nossessed 
a religious view of life - view which is over and above and beyond. 

HOW CAN I HAV!i: THIS VIEW? A.ll of this, I think, raises a question 
which perhaps we ought to pause and consider. 

Some of you may be saying to yourselves 11'/iell, all of this is good and 
fine, all of this talk about something over and above and beyond. And 
if only occasionally I could have s. view like this, if only occasionally 
I could see somethlng over and above and beyond the uus and downs of ' 
my own life and my own world, life would perh~ps be a bit b~tter for 
me. But I don't often have a view of that which is over and above and 
beyond us all; I wish I did, but I don't. And I'd wish you perhaps 
suggest to me as to how one should go about having such a view of life?" 
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Well, to begin with I would suggest that there ~re some neonle 
who may think their way through to this religious view of life. Their 
minds, I would say, are the most active part of their being, and they 
work their way there step by step logically to the conclusion that 
there must be something over and above and beyond this changing world. 
Let me give you an illustration. This may help you to see the sort of 
thing I have in mind. These r)eople may go about it this way. They 
are conscious of a power in the world - a power to which w0 are all 
subject and which we describe and call the Law of Gravity. You know that 
this pulls all things toward the center of the universe. You know that 
no matter where you go, you cannot escape from it. They realize too 
that in another sanae, this law of gravity is in a way independent of 
thi e material universe and of us who live in it. And 1,vhether we 
understand it or not, (and we didn't for centuries), this law of gravity 
remains the same year in and year out. And whether we obey it or not, 
it makes not the slishtest difference to it, for it o~erates the same 
year after year. You can see what they may say to themselves "Well 
right here in our own physical universe there is something which is a 
part of our existence and yet independent of us and which is in a sense 
over and above and beyond all of the circumstances of life". They ~o 
on and make a logical move and say that there is something like that 
that holds the universe together, some power which is comnosed not only 
of oower, but of goodness as well, some power that holds all things in 
control and draws them to itself, and is not in any sense dependent unon 
us. And wheth r we understand it or not, or whether we obey ib or not, 
it operates and the nations rise and fall according to its laws. 
This, you see, is one way that neo~le come to have this relip.ious view 
of life - the way of the intellect. And I would say this, never 
underestimate the "intellectual love of God" ·:1s the saints have called 
it •. Thomas Aquinas, the great Catholic ·thinker, had an experience of 
God while writing a book; Einstein had one while working out a long 
mathematical equation. Albert Schweitzer admits he owes his to thinkil'\o: 
that he was able to retain his faith. 

And then there ~re others who come to this view of something 
that is over and above and beyond more imgginati vely, by 'nay of suggestion. 
They may see things that are not in themselves a vi:sion of God, but 
things which oowsrfully may suggest Him, especially if they 1 re looking 
for Him. It may be in the world around us - the sun, moon, stars, or 
the rocks, hills and seas; electricity 9.nd light; even mankin(i and 
human history. Suggestions of God, of Him who is over and above and 
beyond us all. 

Still others may come to this view of life more directly, perhaps 
more in the way that Isaiah did. Their emrbtions may be extremely 
sensitive and they i!nay have the direct encounters with God. "In the 
year that King Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord". At the verv moment 
when things were falling all apart, then it was that. Isaiah saw Hi_m 
who does not fa11 8-part. It reminds us of the fact that often -,,,hen our 
world begins to go to pieces, then it is that we see Him who does not 
go to ~ieces. There are ueople orobably in this congre~ation who could 
say in all hone sty, "I remember when I lo et my parents, my parents in 
whom I found all the security that my life needed. At that moment 
when that security was taken away, then it was thr:1.t I found my real . 
security in life, the security of God, Almighty." It reminds me of some
thing that a clergyman friend of mine said to me two weeks ago Friday 
night. He was telling me how last summer part of his world went to 
pieces an? 2.t th9.t very ti e life cstme to him from many different angles, 
and he sa1d it was at that time that he was more aware and more conscious 
of the reality of God than he had ever been before. 
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OBSERVATIONS We've been moving through some deep waters thus far 
this morning, and now in the few remain~ng moments I 

would just like to suggest to ycu three observations which grow out of 
some of these things we've touched unon. I'll try to make these 
observations as briefly as I can, and yet try to make them as nersonal 
and as helpful to you as I can, and trust that they may speak in some 
way to your own spiritual situation and need. 

FIRST OF ALL, if you feel that this view of something that is over 
and above and beyond hanpens to other peonle, but never to you, then you 
might honestly ask yourself this question: Am I honestly giving religion 
any sort of break in my own life? I mean this: Do you ever disciDline 
your life, exerting yourself in order to rec,ei ve some of the religious 
truths and insights that you may desparately long to have. I would 
remind you that religion is no one-shot proposition, that it's not for 
the lazy and indifferent, and that God's greatest spiritual blessings 
never come to those people who never really make any room for Him in 
their lives; that 'hisr:spiritualsblessings never come to those who are 
simnly fooling themselves with trivial devotions and haphazard spiritual 
exercises. In order for some of you to g~in a view of that which is 
over and above and beyond, it may mean going to church a little more 
often thail you do. For some of you, I t1'1ink it will. And I'm sure too 
thgt it will mean for most of you the discipline of solitude, getting 
off alone a few moments each day in order to deal and grapDle with s-ome 
of the big and ultimate questions of life. 

THE SECOND 0.3SERVATION would be this. I don't think you wi 11 see 
something over and above and beyond this disturbing world every day of 
your life. 'There's no indication that Isaiah did. He may only have had 
this spiritual encounter once in his life. We have know way of knowing. 
Therefore do not expect to have a vivid sense of the reality of God 
every time you sten into a church or stop to meditate. If you have this 
once in your life, that should be enough and the chances are that it 
will come back to you in less intense ways at other moments in your 
life if you provide for the opportunity for this to happen. 

AN5 THE THIRD OBSERVATION WOULD be this. I think if you have this 
religious view of life, you will have a quietness and confidence in 
your life the way that Isaiah did. You won't be panicky. You'll 
be always able to face whatever life brings to you in quietness and 
confidence. You will be able to compemplate the nossibility that our 
entire ~ivilization may go to pieces and though you will bend every 
effort to prevent this fro~ happening, you will be able to contemplate 
it without going to pieces yourself because you knovv that over and 
above and beyond it is He who brought it forth and who is the mc.rs!tu:rr 
of its fall as well as its rise. 

I think thg,t peo~)le like ourselves want the reassurance that 
over and above our little circumscribed lives, over and above our joys 
and sorrows, over and above our suff'erings and frustrations of life, 
there is something, someone, who is not frustrated, who does not change, 
who does not come and go, who is not subject to disquietude, but who 
sits as it were u~on a throne, hifh and lifted up and yet whose train 
fills the entire world. And as we prenare our church and ourselves 
for the Lenten Season which is just-around the corner, I hope that we 
can, in ways that we have never found be fore, make it nossi ble for 
you to see, if only for a fleeting moment, the vision of Him who 
Isaiah saw in the year that King Uzziah died. 



LST US PRAY: 0 thou Eternal God, whom we see in fleeting 
visions and whom we know to be unchangeable, 
unshakeable, in these moments of quietness 
that come at the end of another service of 
worship, keep us quiet ~nd confident in 
all of our ways. And heln us to go about 
our work, steadily and loyally and with loving 
kindness, never perturbed or upset because of 
our deep faith in Thee. Amen 
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7th StJNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
Februa:cy 21, 196o 

ORGAN PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

"Andante" 
"Cant ilene" 

HYMN No. 16 "For the beauty of the earth" 

Smith 
Faulkes 

The Minister 

INTROIT (Seated) "Bless the Lord, 0 ~ Souln Ivanoff 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (The people seated and bowed) 

Our Heavenly Father, who b.Y Thy love hast made us, 
and through Tny love has kept us, and in Thy love 
wouldst make us perfect, we humbly confess that we 
have not loved Thee with all our heart and soul and 
mind and strength, and that we have not loved one an
other as Christ hath loved us. Thy life is within our 
souls, but our selfishness hath hindered Thee. We 
have resisted Trr,y spirit. We have neglected Thine 
inspirations. Forgive 111hat we have beenJ help us to 
amend what we are; and in Thy spirit direct what we 
shall beJ that Thou mayest come into the full glor.y 
of Thy creation, in us and in all men, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION AND WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
**''~-** (Interval for ushering) 
THE RESPONSIVE READING 
THE GLORIA PATRI 

Choral Response 

Page 571 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles' Creed Page 512 
***** (Interval for ushering) 
THE ANTHEM 110 God of Love" Thiman 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 6 
VERSICLES AND RESPONSES (The Minister and the Choir) . 
THE PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE OFFERTORY SOLO "Lord All Mighty God" Tchaikovsk:y 
THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS WITH DOXOLOGY 
HYMN No. 334 "fwtV Lord, how full of sweet content" 
SERMON "OVER AND ABOVE AND BEYOND" Rev. Mr. Clarke 
HYMN No. 533 "0 Gcd., our help in ages past•• 
BENEDICTION Choral Response 
ORGAN PGSTLUDE "Sortie Solennelle" Niedermeyer 

THROUGH THE WEEK AT PARK AVENUE METHODIST CHURCH 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
9:30 A. M. Church School Classes for all ages. 

11:00 A. M. Divine Worship. 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

2:00 P. M. WSCS Daytime Service Group 
8:00 P. M. Program Planning Commdttee Meeting. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21. 
7:00 P. M. Choir rehearsal. 

FRIDAY 1 FEBRUARY 26 
7:00 P. M. Club 86 meets in the church basement. 

OTHER NOTICES 

A eoffee hour will follow immediately after the ser
vice and whether you care for coff~e or not you will en
ja,y the friendly experience of meeting new people and 
learning to know by name some of the people you may have 
been calling "Hello" for weeks, months and perhaps even 
years. The hostesses this morning are Miss McClear.r. 
'Mrs. Busk, Mrs. Martha Smith and Mrs. Quig. 

The flowers on the altar this morning are the gift of 
Miss Carrie Boice and are in rremor,y of loved ones. 
Ushers for today are Mr. Bowater, Mr. Paech, Mr. Montan
eli and Mr. Mefget. Mrs. William McKenney and Mrs. Jack 
Altoonian are in charge of the Nurser,y Care Hour which 
parents with pre-school children find of great value. 
Its meets on the 4th floor in the large Nurser,y Room 
from 10:45 to 12:45. 

A special offering envelope will be attached to the 
bulletin next Sunday in connection with the observance 
of the Week of Dedication which comes on the first week 
of Lent. Lent begins one week from Wednesday, March 2nd. 
we hope that all of our members will desire a closer 
fellowship with God and in response to the summons of 
the Lenten Season, insofar as it is humanly possible, 
will observe some form of daily devotion and attendance 
of the service of worship mf the church. 


