
"PERILS OF POWER" 

Samson at last betrayed by Delilah. 
Taken captive by Philistines. Eyes blind
ed. Put to work in grinding mills. Samson 
was -"Eyeless in Gaza". 

Came final scene in drama of his life. 
Brought to temple of Dagon to perform for 
his captors. Musters his strength and fin
ally brings temple down on thousands of his 
enemies and upon self. He left nothing but 
ruins behind him. 

He had sheer physical power. But had 
little men tal power or spiritual power. Was 
stupid. A muscle-man but no self-discipline 

- no sense of responsibility. C n i t be h9 
is a symbol of our civilizat ion to day? 

What power roan has at his disposal. He 
can outrun the deer, outfly the bird and 
outswim the fish. Prometheus-like he has 
stolen fire from heaven. tie has annihilated 
time and space. Great physical power at his 
disposal - and, like Samson, in danger of 
destroying himself and civilization. 

In 6000 years men have built and also 
destroyed more than twenty civilizations -
now we are closer than ever to self-extinc
tion. It has been suggested that a child 
is already born "'Who wi 11 be the last sur
vivor of Europe, Which will have become with 
in this century, a vast radioactive desert 
entirely devoid of human l11'e". 

Wanted! a New Tech
niaue of Protection 

Like Samson, our civil 
ization is drunk with 
power. ·.rhe nations 
jockey for power and 

more power. Unless atomic power can be con
trolled mankind is faced by almost certain 
destruction and ruin. The only protection 
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is a spiritual and moral protection. "It 
must be of the spirit if we are to save the 
flesh" said Mac.nrthur in Tokyo Bay. 

VJe need to achieve a new philosophy of 
security - a new technique of protection. 
We need to learn that security is not in any 
Maginot Line nor in fleets or bombers. You 
remember .!!'ranee had her Maginot Line. Ger
many had her bombers. ::I!' ranee was crus he d. 
Germany with the mightiest army on earth to
day is mangled under the heels of her adver
saries. 

Samson was a giant but stupid. He had 
power but no social vision. .tralls into same 
category as the dinosaurs who roamed earth 
millions of years ago - pounding the earth 
and terrorizing the - animal ~rld. 'fhey are 
no more. Disappeared bee ause they had great 
power, mighty teeth and claws - but no brain 

.'-i.re we as a nation falling into same 
mistake? Has not the atomic bomb made great 
armies and navies and armaments almost obso
lete? Incidentally, although cavalry was 
obsolete in 1918, it was not abolished until 
1946. Our security, and the security of the 
world is going to take more than sheer phy
sical power. lf that's all we have -then 
we shall not find seeurity but ruins and an
nihilation. As Harry Emerson Fosdick says; 
"The atomic bomb is here to stay; the one 
quest ion is whether we human beings are here 
to stay, too". 

Wantedl a New Philos
ophy of Progress 

Secondly, to meet 
the perils of pow
er wo need a new 
philosophy of pro

gress. ',Ve measure progress in terms of 
mechanical devices; in terms of markets; in 
terms of scientific invention. 



"In the Ideal Society of Plato, only 
those who had been molded by his moral 
training were allowed to receive higher 
education. 

If a man is going to be a knave, let 
him also be a fool" that is, uneducated. 

Late Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr. Temple. 



- 3 -

Hut all this knowledge has to brought 
under moral control or it brings ruin in its 
train. That's our basic trouble - man's 
scientific and mechanical achievements have 
outrun his moral achievements. Axiomatic -
the greater the power the greater the need 
for control. Four-wheel brakes. 

In education. Need of greater control 
when person has greater knowledge. Educated 
rascal a.l ways greater menace than uneducated. 
Task of educat .ion: to teach people how to 
use knowledge so as to be blessing and not a 
curse to society. Archbishop quotes Plato. 

Knowledge is not enough. Needs to be 
moralized. No lack of knowledge in Germany. 
Some of finest universities in WJrld were 
there. An education secured in America was 
considered incomplete unless one did gradu
ate work in Germany. Malcolm w. Bingay of 
Detroit Free Press makes his report on what 
happened. 

Progress must be measured in terms of 
man's moral stature; personal virtues; soc
ial ideals. In terms of the lovely, the just 
and the true. In terms of moral and spirit
ual. "Vlhere there is no vision the people 
surely P.erish". That seems to be axiomatic. 

Nanted! a New Pattern 
of Patriotism 

Nurse ~di th Cavell 
when facing firing 
squad in Belgium 
during World War 

I, said, "Standing as I do in view of God and 
eternity, I realize that patriotism is not 
enough. I must have no hatred or bitterness 
toward anyone". Helped two hund.eed French 
and British soldiers to escape over Dutch 
border. Might have been bitter. Had a fair 
trial. She knew the price if caught. · But 
her v.ords have gret meaning for us today. 



·.rhe discovery of atomic powe.E_ has 
changed the nature of the v.orld in which 
we live. We find ourselves in a new habi
tat. We have to make adaptations in think
ing. Our patriotism must rise above state 
sovereignty and embrace a larger 'W:>rld, or 
we perish. God challenges us with a writ 
of eviction on one hand, and an offer of 
membership in His new world order on other 
hand. We live in a global world. One world 
- God 's '1M:> rld. 

Can we learn to live together? That 
is the question. Survival of society de
pends upon whether we can work ·together for 
the common good. Everyone is our neighbor. 
"Tell i t to t he Padre" by Robert Searles. 
An anthropologist died and went to heaven. 
Being a scientist he accepted an invitation 
to visit hell. Saw grand banquet table but 
people emaciated and starving. Arms in front 1 stiff with splints so that none could get 
his hand to his mouth. He'd seen enough of 
that place so on to heaven. Same banquet; 
people happy and well-fed. Arms also splint 
ed. "I don't understand". Said Peter, "It's 
quite simple. You don't feed yourself with 
arms like those; but you can feed neighbor. 
Up here we bave learned to feed each other". 
That's the kind of world we live in - either 
feed each other or die. 

Must be a pattern of patriotism that 
overcomes race prejudice. 'Nhat must world 
be thinking of us today after learning story 
of acqui tal of slayers of negro in South 
Carolina. Sackman says we are playing into 
hands of Communists. 

Today is Whitsunday - Pentecost. Birth
day of the church. Characterised by univer
sal note - an all-races assembly. And they 
understood each other. Under power of Holy 
Spirit their diversities became a unity of 
the Spirit. 'l'hat power swept out fear and 
they became new men - God's men. 



M~lcom W.-Bingay, editorial directOr-of the Dtiroit 
Free Press, was one of the eighteen American editors 
who went to Europe at General Eisenhower's request 
to visit the nazi horror camps. He gave the Economic 
Club of Detroit a summary of his conclusions. Were 
the atrocity stories propaganda? l\1r. Bingay: "We 
found that these reports were not propaganda. Rather 

, they were inadequate in telling the full horror." How 
I could such things have happened in such an enlightened 
~\country? Mr. Bingay: "The entire philosophy of 
I nazism can be sized up in just three words-'no moral 
~ law'. If you set aside the moral law, then you can 
f understand everything that has happened in Europe." 
' Mr. Bingay then explained that the nazis used hatred' 

and bigotry to unify the people's thought in a nation-: 
wide \vave of anti-Semitism. They gave a facile buti 
shallow explanation of the woes and frustrations that! 
had bedeviled the people during and after the First! 
World War. Second, the gangster technique of an Ali 
Capone was employed to gain· control. And third, a~ 
political rabble-rousing genius in the form of Adol£1 
Hitler was elevated to the dizzy height of a fuehrer! 
who symbolized the satanic force whose mission it was; 
to smash its way through to world dominance. 

Came then the insistent_and baffiing question as to 
why i:he G~;;;-;;c;l;-yielded to""' the- ·n;zis:- .Mr:· 
Bingay: "We talked to scholars, we talked to industrial 
leaders, we talked to scientists, we talked to the little 
people of Germany,, and always it was the same· story: 
'No, we didn't believe in the nazi principles, but we 
had to join up-or else.' They were afraid." They 
knew better, but knowledge was not enough. They 
were not grounded in the moral law. 
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Augustine. Couple it with the words 
of Kirsopp Lake, "Early Christianity 
succeeded by the contagion of an en
thusiasm," and you have the first pre
scription for the preaching slump in 
the pulpit. Where there is no face-to
face living there can be no enthusiasm. 
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• Necessity of Study 
and Reading 

2. A second peril that awaits the 
preacher is that he will get away from 
his study. Most ministers discover 
about the second year out of seminary 
that, other things being equal, the 
freshness and vitality of their sermons 
vary in direct ratio to the amount of 
time spent at the desk. And why not? 
Failure to keep everlastingly at the 
business of studying, reading and cre
ating results in two certain preludes 
to a slump in the pulpit. First, the 
reservoir of ideas and preaching con
tent runs d'ry or thins down to a 
trickle. When nothing new flows into 
the mind, what is already there dries 
up and goes stale. Carl Sandburg tells 
us that Abraham Lincoln once heard 
that people would re-elect him. It re
minded him, he said, of a farmer in 
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By ROBERT I! 



Vreamble 
8ha1rte of the United nations 
We the people of the United Nations determined 

to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, 
which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to 
mankind, and 

to reaffirm faith in fundamental rights,, in the dignity and 
worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men 
and women and of nations large and small, and 

to establish conditions under which justice and respect for 
the obligations arising from treaties and other sources of 
international law can be maintained, and 

to promote social progress and better standards of life in 
larger freedom, · 

and for these ends 

to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one 
another as good neighbors, and 

to unite our strength to maintain international peace and 
security, and 

to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institu
tion of methods, that armed force shall not be used, save 
in the common interest, and 

to employ international machinery for the promotion of 
the economic and social advancement of all peoples, 

have resolved to combine our efforts to accomplish these 
atms. 

Accordingly, our respective governments, through repre
sentatives assembled in the city of San Francisco, who have 
exhibited their full powers fou;nd to be in good and due form, 
have agreed to the present Charter of the United Nations 
and do hereby establish an international organization to be 
known as the United Nations. 

A.P .H . Litho No . 754 

Symbol of Strength m Unity 
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Gloversville, New York 
Fred Clarke 1 Minister 

}~rjorie Gensemer 
Minister of Music 

Grace L. Gifford 
Ch~rch Secretary 

ORDF.R OF MORNING WORSHIP 

ORGAN PRELUDE - "When Thou art Near" 
INTROIT - "We cannot think of them as dead" 
INVOCATION - By the minister 
HYMN. 77 - "Praise, my soul the King of heaven" 
SURSUM CORDA: 

your hearts. 
them up unto the Lord. 
open thou our eyes. 
may behold wondrous things. 
open thou our lips. 

Bach 
Flavian 

Regent 
Square 

Minister: Lift up 
People: We lift 

Minister: 0 Lord, 
People: The. t we 

Minister: 0 Lord, 
People: And our mouth shall show f orth thy praise. ---

DOXOLOGY - To be sung by all 

* 
RESPONSIVE RF.JI.DING - "Whitsunday" - page 631 
GLORIA PATRI :: APOSTLES 1 CREED 

* 
SCRIPT~~E LESSON -Acts 2:1-21 
AN THEM - "Souls of the Righteous" 

The Fremont Choir 
INSTALLATION OF THE OFFICIAL BOARD 

Noble 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM - "Rec es sional" DeKoven 
HYMN 495 - "O valiant hearts, who to your glory came" 

Lang ran 
SERMON - "THE PERILS OF POWER" The minister 

HYMN 512 - "These things shall be" 
BENEDICTION :: CHOAAL AMEN 
ORGAN POSTLUDE - "Piece Heroique" 
* Interva l f or Ushering 

Truro 

Franck 

A CORDIJ.L VVE LCONJE IS EXTENDED TO ALL VISITORS TODAY 

10:30 

10:30 
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TI!55 

4:00 

6:00 
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Morning Worship. Sermon- "The Perils of Power". 
Anthems by the Fremont and Youth Choirs. 
Church-tim€ Cherub Hour for small children. 
Primary anc Junior Church. 
Church School with classes for all age groups. 
Memorial Service in honor of Mary A. Venner at 
her grave in the Prospect Hill Cemetery. This 
service is under the auspices of the Venner Class. 
Youth Fellowship. Topic for discussion 1 "Should 
the church Propagandize?" 
Union Evening Service at Trinity Episcopal Church 
with the Rev. A. P. Manwell preaching. 

Flowers in the vases are given by the Anna Mosher Class 
in memory of Anna Mosher and by Ivirs • Floyd Fritcher in 
memory of the Fritcher family. The basket of flowers is 
given by the Venner Class in memory of Mary A. Venner and 
deceased members of the class. 

MON. 
TUES. ·-

WED. 

FRI. 

7:30 
8:00 

THROUGH THE WEEK AT FREMONT 

and pupils of Miss Gensemer. Let us show our ap
preciation of the work of the choirs by attending 
this event. Offering for the Organ Fund. 
2:30 School of Religion; grades 4, 5 and 6. 
6:30 Covered Dish Supper for officers and teach
ers-or the Church School and the Board of Educa
tion and any others who desire to attend. 
11:00 and 1:00 School of Re ligion; grades 7 to 9~ 

\ 

THE SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
Fremont and Youth Choirs - Monday, 8:00 p.m. 

COMING EV~.~.~'l'.::;: June 5th - Musical Recital by Marjorie 
Gens ener, soprano and Art~ur Laabs, viola, at the First 
Presbyterian Church. June 12th and !3th - Rummage Sale 
under the auspices of the Cordial Class. June 22nd -
Children's Da y and Graduation Day at Fremont. 


