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"PERSPECTIVE ON THE PRESENT" 

INTRODUCTION Dear Abby recently printed a letter in her column from a woman 
who was deeply embarrassed by the behavior of her husband over 

the Thanksgiving weekend. Her sister and her husband, she said, had driven 600 
miles to spend that wonderful weekend in November with them. Now, her sister's 
husband does not like football, and her husband does. There must have been six 
or seven football games on television that holiday weekend, and her husband 
watched every one of them. Her sister's husband had to wander around the house 
trying to find something else to do. 

She told of a friend's husband who was just as bad. On Thanksgiving Day 
they had two guests for the meal. Her husband kept the TV set on during the 
meal and peered around the guests so as not to miss a single play. She asked 
Dear Abby, "What are we to do with husbands who put football above common 
courtesy and good manners?" She signed it, "Fed Up With Football11 • 

SOME OTHER ADVICE Now Abby's advice really isn't that solid on this concern, 
so I want to pass on to you some other advice. This was 

given to me by a colleague early on in ~ ministry who faced similar situations 
visiting in homes. It's not uncommon as a minister to visit in a home and find 
that you're competing with the television set for the attention of the individua 
you've come to call on. They talk to you while they're staring at the set, 
which means that there are long lapses in the conversation, after which they 
will look at you with a puzzled expression as if to say, "Who let you in?" 

In those situations my friend's advice is, "Move a chair directly in 
front of the television set and sit on it. That will get their attention". And 
that's my advice to all wives and others who are fed up with football, and who 
don't value their lives. Move a chair right in front of the screen and sit 
there. That's what my wife does. You'll be making a statement that says, 
11 Look ••• I am more important than football". That's putting things in perspectiv 
and perspective is what I want to talk to you about this morning. 

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT John McKay is the coach of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
At one time he was the coach of the USC Trojans. An out 

standing coach, especially at the college level, he brought many exciting 
moments to football fans aeross the country. I liked McKay primarily because 
he has a very healthy perspective on football. He still calls football players 
11youngsters". And he refuses to see what they are doing as anything other than 
a game. 

I remember one year when USC beat UCLA in the last game of the season, 
thus winning the national championship as well. McKay was questioned by a re
porter after the game as to the great significance of this event. And McKay 
replied, "I doubt that the outcome of this game will affect the lives of a 
billion Chinese". 

I liked that. I guess you could call that "perspective", and perspective 
is what we need today. That's a world perspective. Seeing what happens in our 
country, in our lives, in our Church from the point of view of the rest of the 
1-iorld - a world that begins the moment you step out on to the sidewalk in front 
of our Church. And that's what the New Testament lesson does for us today. It 
gives us a perspective on the present. Not a perspective from the point of 
view of geography, the perspective of another country, but the perspective of 
another time - the end of time. 



We know that time puts things in perspective. We've all experienced that. 
We know that something that appeared to us to be overwhelming, in time becomes 
manageable. We-fe±t-t~-emeth4ng-mean;t--the-end,-and~-time,-i..;t;-t--w:-necl-eut 
·to~oe a=ne.w.::::t>e:g.i.mting... Or those things that loom in the pre sent as important, 
in time, become trivial. Time gives us a perspective. 

THE END TIME The end time puts things in an ultimate perspective. Now 
there's a special word for this, a technical word for seeing 

things from the perspective of the end time. I think it would be very helpful 
for all of you to know what that word is. One of the cardinal rules of good 
preaching is that you're not suppo~ed to.use~big word~ •• you'll never be under
stood by the average congregation. But I have broken most of the cardinal rules 
of preaching aQYWay, so one more time won't hurt. And you're not an average 
congregation. You are bright, intelligent, sophisticated, responsive. 

The word is ESCHATOLOOY. It is from the Greek word, "eschaton" which means 
"the end", or "the final things". So eschatology is seeing things from the per .. 
spective of the end time. And the Bible is filled with eschatology. The most 
famous example would be the Book of Revelation. Its setting is in the end time 
and it says to us that in the end Jesus is going to win the game and Rome and 
all the other tyrannies and enemies in this world are going down to defeat. Its 
message is not about what is going to happen in the end; that's a misreading of 
the Book of Revelation. Its message is about how you should live in the present 
and how you should play the present game. Don't give up. Hang in there. Keep 
on struggling. Keep on kicking. Keep on running. Keep the faith. Because 
though you cannot see now from the perspective of the end you can see that Jesus 
is going to win. So keep the faith. That's the message of the Book of Revelation. 

THE PARABLE READ FOR CUR SCRIPTURE Now the parable that was read for us as 
our New Testament lesson today is also 

eschatology. It's a story about the end time, and its purpose is to allow us 
to put things in priority in the present time. It's called the Parable of 
the Rich :t-1an and Lazarus. Sometimes it 1 s called the Parable of Dives and 
Lazarus because dives is the Latin word for rich, and the first sentence of the 
parable is, "There was a rich man •••• " He 1 s unnamed in the parable, but for so 
many years the Bible was read in Latin that the Latin word dives becamse 
associated as the name of this unnamed man, this rich man. We shall call him Dives. 

Now, as I see it, Divez was one of those guys who believed that we get·what 
we deserve in this life. Therefore, he believed that his great wealth was God's 
reward to him for being such a wonderful person. And conversely, he believed 
that those who were poor, or hungry, or homeless, or sick were obviously also 
getting what they deserVed in this life. In those days it was called "paying 
for their sins". It's a dangerous attitude conunon not only among the wealthy 
in Biblical times, but also it's apt to be held by those who are comfortable 
in any time. It's very comforting, indeed, to believe that I have all these 
things, all of this wealth, because God has blessed me. I don't have them 
because I'm selfish, or greedy, or materialistic, or whatever. I have these 
things because God has blessed me. 

Well, it's a matter of perspective, I suppose. Have you ever noticed that 
only the rich and well-to-do believe the rich are blessed by God. The poor are 
apt to have a different perspective which reminds me a story. A man was walking 
through the woods when all of a sudden he was confronted by a big, giant, angry 
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and hungry bear. So he fell on his knees and prayed, "Lord, make this bear a 
Christian". All of a sudden to his amazement, this big bear fell on his knees 
and prayed, "Lord, I thank you for these blessings we are about to receive 
from Your bountiful hand." 

You see, it's a matter .of perspective. Those who are warm and well fed 
are sure that God has blessed them. Those who are being eaten are apt to see 
it differently. Jesus told this parable so those of us who are comfortable, 
would hopefully see our lives from a different perspective. 

Dives is a rich man, clethed in purple and fine linen, dining sumptuously 
every day. And Lazarus, the poor man, is described as full of sores, lying at 
his gate, that is, the doorstep, so that Dives had to step over Lazarus in 
order to enter his house. That's the present situati)n. Then Jesus puts it 
in an eschatological perspective. That is to say, he looks at that scene now 
from the end time, where the circumstances are reversed. Dives, the rich man, 
is sweating out in Hades. And Lazarus, the poor man who is supposed to be pay
ing for his sins, is resting comfortably in the bosom of Abraham, singing, 
"Oh, rock-a ... my soul in the bosom of Abraham". 

Dives cries out to Abraham, "Abraham, send Lazarus down here to ease my 
discomfort." And Abraham says to Dives, "The tables are now turned. Those who 
paid no attention to the cold and the hungry and the sick and the poor in this 
life, in the next life will experience how it feels to be on the other end - to 
be ignored. " 

Dives says, "Then send somebody down to earth to warn my brothers so that they 
won't make the same mistake". And Abraham says, "They already have Moses and the 
prophets". That is to say, they already have the Law, which says love God and 
love your neighbor as yourself". And they have the prophets, such as l\iicah, 
whose great passage we read as our Old Testament lesson. Hear his words 
again, the greatest words in the Old Testament, 

"He has showed you, 0 man, what is good. And what does the 
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God?" 

They already have that. They already have Moses and the prophets. "Let them hear them" 

Well, that's the parable. And it's pure eschatology. Its purpose is to 
get a perspective on this time, this year, this hour, by looking at it from 
another time. It's not a description of the next life; don't make that mistake. 
It's a prescription to cure the ills of this life. And it is trying to say to 
us that the problem of our world is simply a lack of compassion. We do not need 
more light, but rather we need more warmth. 

REFLECTIONS ON THE PARABLE Now when I read and reflect upon this parable, 
quite frankly, I'm disturbed. Pm disturbed 

because the person in the parable closest to my profile, the one that I have to 
identify with, is the one who's clothed in purple and fine linen, eating 
sumptuously evevy day. I wear fine linen and after Church today and next Sunday 
I shall be sitting down to watch the Jets win two big games, and I 1 11 probably 
have some Super Bowl snacks near by. And I think that's all right, If I have it 
in proper perspective. And that's the hard thing to do. 
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It would be very easy to adopt the perspective of Divez and say that 
this comfortable life is given to me because God has blessed me, and He's blessed 
me because I deserve it. That's the perspective that makes you blind to 
Lazarus at your door. And it's always been around;.~ It goes by different 
names. Toda;r. "self-actualization" is the current euphemism for it. It comes 
from the distinguished psychologist, Abraham Maslow. It says I have a re
sponsibility to become~ a "self-actualized" person. The highest obligation I 
have is to fulfill myself. And that's good advice; as a counsellor I find 
myself sometimes giving that advice to people. I give it to those who need to 
hear it. And T 1m sure that that's what Jesus would tell Lazarus to do. I 
think Jesus would tell Lazarus "Look, Laz ••• your job is to lift yourself out 
of your misery". He would stay, "You should realize the potential that God has 
given you in the creation •••• the gifts that are yours as a human being." 

But for Dives, or for me, and I suspect for many of you •••• to follow that 
advice would be self-serving, self-congratulatory, self"righteous, selfish. To 
tell people who have it made in this life that they have a duty only to them
selves is immoral and unChristian to me. That's the perspective Jesus is giving 
us in this parable. The problem with Lazarus may be that he doesn't think well 
enough of himself. 'I'he problem with Dives is that he can't think of anybody else 
but himself. 

FURTHER REFLECTIONS Walter Baren is the President of the Los Angeles Chamber 
of Commerce. He's also an officer in the firm of Ernst 

and Whinney. And as the president of the Chamber he delivered a remarkable 
address not too long ago. He was telling about Los Angeles;c and its future, but 
it could also apply to New York City or any other city in this land. What he 
said is a very fine application of the message of the parable of Dives and 
Lazarus. 

Business, he said, should adopt a policy of more risk. He said too many 
businesses are short-sighted. They're more concerned with protecting their 
flanks and with immediate profits than they are in seeing the long-range 
eenefits that they can bring to a community. He said that many don't seem to 
realize that if the community around them is not healthy then their businesses 
will suffer. Then he had this word for the majority community, for Dives. 

"Our compassion must become less institutional and more per
sonal ••• if we are to retain and foster the fabric necessary 
for a productive society, then we must, as Shelley said, 'Put 
ourselves in the place of another and of many others and make 
the pains •••• of all people, our pain.'" 

Now there's a modern day application of this parable of Dives and Lazarus 
because it is saying to those of us who are comfortable and well...,Qff~ you will 
find your salvation not by continuing to think only of yourself, you will find 
it when you begin to think of others. 

CLOSING PARABLE Now, to close with another parable. This one is an American 
parable. It tells of a tribe of Indians long ago in the 

State of Mississippi. The tribe lived next to a swift river in which the 
current was so strong and so deadly that if anybody ever stepped into it, it 
would sweep them away downstream and they would drown. 

The day came when this little tribe of Indians was attacked by another 
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hostile tribe, and they were soon defending themselves with their backs 
against the river. They couldn't move anywhere except into that swift current. 
When they realized that their only hope for survival was to cross that River, 
they gathered the tribe together and those who were strong put on their 
shoulders those who were weak and they risked wading into the river. And to 
their amazement the weight of their fellows on their shoulders kept them from 
losing their footing, and they escaped safely to the other side. 

If you are strong, if you are comfortable, if you are well-fed, Jesus 
says, you ought to reach out and help somebody else. And you know what? You 
will not only save their_ lifes· ;y-ou will save your own. For He reminds us, 

"He who would save his life will lose it, and he who 
would lose his life for my sake and for the Gospels 
will find it1 11 

LET US PRAY Make us sensitive, 0 God, to your nearness and presence in 
these moments. 0 Thou who came among us to care for all sorts 

and conditions of people, help us to control our dislike of other people and 
lead us further along the way of compassion. 

Take us in hand, we pray, when we begin to grow callous and make us like 
Your Son, Jesus, who didst reach out to all people with Your love in His heart. 
In His name we pray. Amen 



Friday , January 20 The Church of the Heavenly Rest 
Fifth Ave. & 90th Street 
5:00PM Evensong and 

Fellowship Supper 

saturday, January 21 House of the Redeemer 
7 East 95th Street 

Together on the Road: A Day of Retreat and Reflection 
9:30 AM - 4:00 PM 
$13. for the day including lunch 
and coffee. 

Gather together with members of other parishes in the 
Yorkville community for a day of sharing. 
Talk about, reflect on, pray over, some of the basics 
in our lives as Christians: 

The Resurrection ( as discovered by some 
disciples on the road to Emmaeus) 

Holy Baptism ( and our own discovery of the 
reality of belonging to Christ) 

Eucharistic living ( and what it means to give 
thanks with eyes opened by Christ himself) 

Common Ministry ( and how we live when we have 
seen the Lord) 

Be a part of this day together. Register by returning the 
form on page 3 to your church office. 

Sunday January 22 Pulpit Exchange 

ll: 00 AM Worship 
Pastors of participating Churches 
will be guests in listed pulpits: 

*Brick Church to St. Ignatius 
*St. Ignatius to Park Ave. Methodist 
*Park Ave. Methodist to Heavenly Rest 
*Heavenly Rest to Park Avenue 
Christian 

*Park Ave. Christian to Holy Trinity 
*Holy Trinity to St. Thomas More 
*St. Thomas More to Brick Church 

Monday Janua~y 23 

Tuesday January 24 

Park Avenue Methodist Church 
106 East S6th Street 
7:30PM On the Road, Together 
Social Ministries in Yorkville: 
What are we doing? 
What else should we do? 

Park Avenue Christian Church 
1010 Park Avenue 
7:30PM On the Road Together: 
Landmarks and Directions 
Panel on Ecumenisw, 

*The Rev. Joan B. Campbell, 
National Council of Churches 

*Leland Gartrell, N.Y. Council 
of Churches 

*The Rev. Wm. Lazareth, Pastor, 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 
formerly of the World Council of 
Churches 

Moderator: The Rev. James Gardiner, SA 
Graymoor Ecumenical Institute 

Wednesday January 25 Saint Ignatius Loyola 
980 Park Avenue 

- -- - - -RETREAT REGISTRATION FORM 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

Retreat Fee Inclosed: 

8:00PM Celebration Worship 
The Rev. Victor R. Yanitelli, 
Pastor, St. Ignatius Loyola, 
Episcopal Delegate of East 
Ma.nhattan, preaching 
Clergy & Choirs of Yorkville 
Churches participating 
Reception following 

- - - - - --

YES NO f-f 



ON THE ROAD, TOGETHER 

Yorkville Churches Celebrate an Octave fo~ 

Christian Unity 

We've met in hospitals, soup kitchens and shelters. We 
celebrate our Christian unity, acknowledging that the 
God who called us to hospitals, soup kitchens and shelters 
calls us to be one .. ~ "That the world may believe." 

Wednesday, January 18 

~ursday, January 19 

The Brick Presbyterian Church 
9lst Street and Park Ave. 
7:30PM Liturgy of the Word 
Speake.r to. be announced 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
316 East 88 Street 
6:30PM Holy Eucharist 
7: 30PM Supper ($ 3. QO) 

St. Christopher House 
8[00PM Discussion 
"Our Place in the Christian 
Community - The Ecumenical 
Experience from a Monastic 
Perspective" 
Brother John Charles, SSF,Bishop, 
sometime Bishop of Polynesia 

*10:00 AM WPIX Channel 11 
"Contemporary Catholic" 
on Christian Unity,featuring 
~he Yorkville Common Pantry 



ANTHEM: "He That Shall Endure" 

"He that shall endure to the end shall 
be saved." 

ANTHEM: "He Watching Over Israel" 

"He watching over Israel, slumbers 
not nor sleeps. Shouldst Thou, walking in 
grief languish~ He will quicken Thee." 

TODAY'S ANTHEMS 

Both anthems for today are taken from the 
oratorio, Elijah, by Felix Mendelssohn. 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite you 
to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi~ 
tion to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are 
held on Wednesdays at 6:15 pm in the down
stairs Choir Room. 

A JANUARY 28th RUMMAGE SALE 

A January Rummage Sale will be held this 
coming Saturday from 11 to 3. If you can 
lend a hand, speak to Janet Ernst. 

TODAY'S PREACHER 

We welcome the Reverend Victor R. Yani
telli, s. J., Pastor of St. Ignatius Loyola, 
as our guest preacher today. He comes to us 
in connection with the Octave for Christian 
Unity which is being celebrated by eight of 
our Yorkville neighborhood Churches - Roman 
Catholic and Protestant. Plan to greet Father 
Yanitelli at the coffee hour after Church. 

ALSO SHARING IN THE SERVICE 

We welcome Reverend Leland Gartrell of 
our parish to the Lectern today in the ab
sence of Mr. Clarke who is preaching at the 
Church of the Heavenly Rest, Protestant 
Episcopal, at 90th Street and Fifth Avenue. 

SUNDAY EVENING POT LUCK SUPPER 

A Sunday evening Travel Log Pot Luck 
Supper is planned for next Sunday evening, 
January 29th, at 5:30 pm in the Russell Room. 

Anyone wishing to share their slides 
for viewing should contact Richmond Bates. 
If you're planning to attend, speak to Cathy 
Syble regarding the supper menu and your 
contribution for the table. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Circle the dates of February lOth -
12th for the Winter Weekend Retreat of the 
Adult Fellowship. Cathy Syble has details. 

,, 
',., 
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ORGAN 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
January 22, 1984 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
ll A. M. 

"Prelude in G Major" 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Mendelssohn 

HYMN NO. 293 "Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

Most me rciful Father, we have done little to 
forward Thy kingdom in this world, to foster the 
brotherhood of man, and to establish love as the 
law of life. We have allowed self to blind us, 
pains to embitter us. Pardon our shortcomings; 
forgiv e our neglect; give us a pure heart intent 
on pleasing Thee . Help us in all our seeking to 
seek fir s t Thy kingdom and Thy righteousness. 
And make u s to come, as came Thy Son, not to be 
ministe r ed unto, but to minister. We ask this 
in the spiri t of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER "Seek the Lord" 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

*** 
ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

"He That Shall Endure" 
John 17: l - ll 

No. 641 
No. 792 
No. 740 

Mendelssohn 
Page 941 

ANTHEM "He Watching Over Israel" Mendelssohn 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 192 "In Christ There Is No East or West" 
SERMON "Christian Unity: Fact or Fiction?" 

Father Yanitelli 
HYMN NO. 462 "Spirit of Life, in This New Dawn" 

' 
LAY READER 

We welcome Edward J. Brown to the Lectern today. Man
ager of Special Projects for the Power Authority of the 
State of NY , Ed serves as President of the Park Avenue 
Methodist Church Trust Fund and is also a Tr u stee of the 
Shaker Trust in Sabbathday Lake, Maine. A Director of 
Yorkville Emergency Alliance, Ed is a Trustee of our Church 
and is also Chairman of the Finance Committee. 

USHERS 

The ushers today are Dick Stanford, Wayne Atwe ll, 
Russell Flagg, Frank High, Rod Hoover, David Kilbride, 
Alan Register and Mark Wyrick. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Phyllis Ba lk, Marie Birillo, Anne Davenport, 
Karen Kluge, Susan Langley and Gloria Percy . 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
on Sunday mornings from eleven to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is also available. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class is now studying Luke's Acts 
of the Apostles. The Class meets at 9:30 am on the 
third floor Fellowship Hall. Coffee is available and 
new friends are always most welcome. 

BENEDICTION PICK UP YOUR COPY 
ORGAN "Fugue in G Major" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Mendelssohn 
Be sure to pick up your copy of the January issue 

of "A Word In Edgeways", our parish newssheet. 
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