
J-..-. 

"Phlf.::J'l'S TO F:J\Cll OTHER" 

A Serrnon By 

Rnv. f~iljp A. C. Clark~ 

Park Avenue lfni t.E:!cl ~·Jethodi ~~t Church 
lO(J .East fl.6th Street 
!'J,::·w Y0rk City, NetV' York lO'J?Il 
Novenber 13, 1988 



"I'HH:~ns TO E!tCH UTHf<R" 

IlllfWUJCTIOtJ T lH~e tc thittk t.hn.t T wod: in a st.reGflful job under a lot. of 
pressurP. 11ecently I savr a 1 ist of profesnions ranked IJ ccord-

1_nf~ to the defrPc of' sb·esf: re lat"'d to that profession. J went dm-m the ]j st. 
lPoldng fr•r "minister". It Hasn't Lhere. I•JslJ, I t110ught, maybe it's umkr 
''rJf•rgy-". 1\.nd so I looked a ~:wr:ond thne. It -.;ac;n't then". "Paster?'' No. 
"Priest.?" ~Jo. Jt '-"?.Sn't then~ under anv category. I thre~-o• the p."l!Jer a1-1<1_y. 

l :n::ntion!"d this ~t lunch rPcf·ntJ_y to a friE'nrJ Hho is a ps.rchologist. He 
to)d rrJE' that thn rdnistry is consirlen~cl a "low ~;tn~~;s" vocation. So T have no 
"ertnirical data'' to prove that, I am in a strP~3sfnl vocation. I likr. to thid~ 
it is. No one likf'S tc think th;.l t they have an f:as,y time of it. 

von a·,k 2nybody if lhP.ir vocr1tion is a stre~;sful one an~ they'll anst-.rer 
''ye~;". Vou ask anybrxly " 1'oH's your job p:olng?" aml they'll st~rt te]ling yon 
;,bout the r,r!O[;sure they're under. Tf yom· job is si.tt.ing in a ch;dr doing 
noLhirw 2l1 day long_, you're roing to have somP stress related to th;d .. ,ioh. 
Yon wUl still '.-lorry about. :wnething. Probably about your performance revJ_eH. 

~o.sy.s / STRESSING _:~~r Today' s sermon gets unden1a.y then with this ob~>erva-
tion thut evf_'l-ybod_y has sorr1e stress. That 1 s why I 

h'c:\[3 rlelight;pd to COT'If.~ acrns~; iHl inddent in the Book of Numbers, the story of 
f.\o~:;er;; ''stre~;sinc out11 in the dcl'3crt.. It's a. wonderful story ••• the vmy I likf~ 

my heroes ••• under stress. J gur'sf; I Hant them to know what I have to put up ;.Jit':-. 

'l'h;:~~:.'s Hh:1t is so grr~Dt about the Bible. There are real people in it. Ye::~, 

PVPn l"10Sf·s, the e:rPat lcacler of the Hebrf'W people is under strr!~W. ThP Bible 
'TJ<tkef> it. cl<:ar to us tha~, t1oses r,.,ras ill-prepared to do the job he 1o1as ca1.1Ecl to 
dn. He didn't have the talent to do it. But. he "hung in there'! and be made it, 
pot the job dom~. That's there to tell _you that if yon do 1-1hat God calls _you to 
do, and "hang in there", the dwnces are thai. you're going to m<lke it. 

Yon thir:k you've rnRde mistak(:s in your life-? Yon thir:k you've got sornP 
nrnblems? Yon think _\rou have to work with a bunch of turkE::vs (note I'm in 
~eason) when you'd rather br. soar.ing Hith th!~ eagleG? irJell, here's old ~1oscs, 
'...rho had t.o be the leader of a hunch of complainers for forty year~;, and he 
m'ver rca lly wanted the job in the first place. He was ] iv i.ng a_ haPp)' life i_n 
tli.rl:ian, workin!" for his fathPr-:~!\·"la1t7. He could probably have inher:ited the 
f'nrr1 if hP held stuck around, bnt he s t.urr1hled on that. bnrnlng bush and God spok~~ 

tc hirn •• • P conscience at Horl:. He was called tc r'entPmber all of those who were 
sufferir:w in fR::rot, all those hr. left behind in s]avery. He's en;ioy]nr~ the 
p;ood 1if'e, thP affluent. life, in Midian ami they're suffering "rlown there" in 
F:n,pt.. 

A LJI) :JHJ\ T fOLJ ,()':JS Gc'd tclG him to rn <mrl lean those peoplE' out of s1<wf:ry 
into fn:·rdom. noses said, "l arr1 not abl~''. God s~id, 

''llo it an:\'1-Jay. I'11. C'over th~-~ ha~>PS for vou". t,1osf's said, "Rut J can't make 
::J spE·cch. HNr can you be a gr~nt, leader if you're not a p;reat comr.mr.icaLor ••• 
if yon stutter?" God said, ··uon't t-wrry about it •.. just do your par1.. I'll 
tr·v to U-Lnk cf snPlethirw''. Ancl He rlid. 

lt. 'r!Pnt. sn1.Pndid]v - rr:l]ly. 
,.,,!1 realJy step to th.i.LI-: Rbout. it.. 

f·pr:wr·kahly! In fact- mir~".r.ulou~:;Jy - 1-.rhen 
FvrT_ynne got alnng ,iust fine. fllJ went 



ar"cnrdi.ng to the nlan ... ~monthlv ••• rveryt,ne hapny. Until they got int.o the 
mHdle of LhE~ rle~;ert. Ttwn trouble. Have yon evPr been on a tour with a 
hunch of' complainers? Have you evE:>r h.<Hi to lead a tonr? ~/ell. •• you can 
imar.ine 1-Th~.t. ~1ose[; had Lo nnt ur Hi th for forty years ••• out there i.n the hot 
desert. No ea~:y tour ••• no bum~~, no rest rooms, no cool drinks at sundown. 

I Sllr.l'f!Ct th<lt some of the cor1plaints 1-lf?re lep:itimate. EspE~c5.ally the 
cnr1nlaint about the lack c•f food to feed thn farr!l lies. The neople would plead 
:-vith ~1oses durinp: the da.y, ask him to rio something about it, and at niP,ht ~loser; 
cG11ld he<:r their Heepi.ng. 'l'hP-y blamed him for the mess they were in. Hemr:mber 
it.'> Kennerly once put lt., "SucN!f;s has one hundred fathers. DefE·at is an orphan". 
ThPy conpl a i nE'd to Mo~es, "!•.fe v-.ren; better off in f::p:ypt, when we ~<~ere s] aves 
than ···e ar·e no~-1 that. we arP frPf:". 

:lrll, f'inn)ly MosPs h;;JC! harl all hP could take etnd he said to God, 

~~'·Thy h;we vou rlnne this t.o mE~? I·Jhy have von lald all of 
this on me? r'\rJ J the n2tural f<lthE:r of all these people 
that T sh011]d t.<Jke rP~;ponsihility for lookinF.; after them? 
1 've h.'1d it. You can take your old Exodus and finish it 
n)urse lf. J 'm r:oi.nr: bCJ ck tn ~'in l.an. l cion' t need thl~!" 

"And the Lord said to ~!osf's, 1C'raLher for me seventy mF:n of 
the eldPrs of Israel, whom _you know to be elders of the 
people and officers over them; and bri.ng them t.o the tent 
of meetinf, and let them take their stand there with you. 
Anrl I Hill come down anrl talk with you there; and I wilJ 
take some of thn r.pi.rit which is upon you and put it upon 
them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with 
''ou, that you rr.a.y not bear it yourself alone". 

Novr this is an amazing pa~>sage. vlha_t_~~-....!J.£t~~-here_is_th~~stabli_~b!:l~:.!.l_!-__2£ 
~~~l!~_!:'~l-~gi.ou_~ __ co~lT!lU!.!_~_t.Y _ _9._~i_]:__S:Orp~!'~..!:.~bo_~y. It s not all on Moses. It's not 
a one man show. The reUr:ious ccrnmunit.y is a spiritual community, wiU~ the 
emnhasis on community. ~1oser; didn't have to do it all by himself. 

"I will take somP of LhP spi.ri.t vrhir:h is upon you and J 1 11 
PtJt it on them S'J t.ha t they will hear the burden of the 
neople r,.ri th .vou". 

lsn
1

t thri.t somPthing! Th:d:.'s marvelous. I'll ,just bet that's thn scenr::' that 
P<1ul had i.n mind t.Jhen he sits dmm cPnturies later to write those linr~> to the 
G,1Jatians, "flear onP another's tmrden, and so fulfill the La1v of Chri.st''. 

PAUL'S CON'J'RlBU'J'jON YPf;, T' ll bet that 1 s Hhat he had in mi.ncl, because, 
rerwnlwr ••• Paul was a p:ood ,Je1-1, a Pharisee, which 

rw~rn1~~ he ~oras "nn 11 on ,Jud;Ji~m. He !trf'H all of thec,E' stories by heart. HP. 
.1l~;o knevr about. the herit.-"lf:P 0f cormnmity, th;:t Israel was a special community 
~~~~ i rlPci by Dod's SDirit, and he knevr th~tt God spreads the Spirit around to all 
t.llE! neop1P-. HP kneH thai. God Lakes some of thr. Soirit to he placed on prie~;ts 
Allci leaders, rl.nd sprinkles a 1d.t of i.t on all members of the Church. 

Paul marie that point ovPr and ovPr ar~ain in all of his LP-tters. \-Je arP 
PTI~'; tody jn r:hrist~ one I<ody in the Spirit. And the body is m2de up of diff'en!nt. 
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n::trts. f:;:u;r part hns it.s own r:ift. E::wh member of the Church has ::t v,ift. to 
r Lve. Every gift is enua l in i_mportance tn every other r,ift. Every gift can 
ho. used hy the Spj_rit to buUd up the Hhole body of Chrl_~;t. Paul says that 
ovf~r anrl over ng<J.in ••• in every Letter ••• you've heard it. 1rJe are all gifted 
hPcause cf the Snirit. 

AND LUTW:·R CAME ALONG Ami then Luther cones along in the t-Hdd1e 1\r,e", 
hurdreds of years later, and said we've forgotten 

all that thd, Paul had ~aid. ·,·!e may be a great religious, internati.onal 
orr'ani?.ation, 'tie have thr-:·se great, beautiful, Gotric catbeclrcls with flyir~g 
buttrPsses, b:1t Ht: 're not flyinp, as a Church as long as the Spirit is locked 
'JD in the :,acristy HhrTe only the prieo,ts can get to it. 

So Luther took some of the Spirit tiEtt h:Hl heen reserved for the clergy 
r>nd he grl.VP it to the laity. Remember what he called it. It's one of the 
"hallm;=Tks" of being a Prote~;t.P.nt. He called it the "priesthood of !=!.ll 
he 1 ievers''. 11 \ole are to be priests to om~ another" Ra i.d Luther. 

Do vou know v;hat a prie~t. does? .r, pdest mediates the grace of God. A 
nriest makes the nresence of r;od real in the world. That's the ,ioh of a priest. 
Lnthr~r ~aid - !1nd Paul said it heforP him -we areal! pri~3t~. That is to say, 
HE' can all mediate the p;racF of God to another human being. lrJe can all make 
God reed in this vrorld. !lm-1? By: hearj_:_.!_Jf one an_oth~!_'__:~ .!?urden~. 

RF.:f'U,CTJ ONS ON IT NoH this idf'a ha;, been rl.round for a long time·, hut 
·----------------- it's sti1l new to ,q lot of pPop]e and it's hard to 

sell in Ar1~·r·ica •••• bec2use ••. l\mpri~o is ~harged wit~; "individualism". If vou 
2rP sncc~"~ssfl1l in Ji"'r'ri.c<:, it's because YO\t do sometbins all by yourself. 
"Furr-ed i.ndiviclualism'' - th;Jt's still the myth in this land. Even in rdir.ion 
it's the n'l0de1. So, in Amr:Tica 1-.re say n~livion is prlmari ly private ancl 
perscna]. h1hat I do in religion is my own business. llow many times ~o-~e' ve 
hearrl that.. r)r, I can ,..,orship just as well on e>. golf cour~e Sunday morning 
as I can in Church. R<J.Jctwy-. Rut hello somf)body! But you've heard it and 
I've harl that fecling ••• or herr,'s a. more credible scenario: 

"ThP woods -1rP my r.athedral. The sunset is my 
;,tainP-d r;lass. The sonnd of waves or waterfalls 
arP my organ. 'l'he song 9.f birds my choir." 

Y~s, I'll ~onf~ss that I've had feelings like that, too. Nothing makes me feel 
mc.1·F: relir,ious than heinr: out in t.he woods all by myself, or walkinr, on the 
br.rich ne>:t to the ocean, or hittinr; a r.olf ball dmm a beautiful green fairway. 
H .iust puts r1e rip;ht next to God. 

T'm nnL knockin!,! this .•• na.turP reUp:ion is lcgiti.mate and somet.Jh;lt 
urd.vf'rsal <1nd probably gors bact tc the tim~~ \·Ihen we lived in the woods and 
·,..;crshipnPd tree soirits-and at mistletoe (r;ettinf: intc- the season). But J 
like to think that. the human race has evolved since then • 

. "'.nrl one HP.Y it has evolved is that thP.rf! are now vrhat are called ."hi.fher 
n~lip:ions". 'Th0y'vP 1--Pen arouncl for a long timE, and Christi.anity i.s one of 
these hip-her relir:ions. find Chri~tianity, hopim: not to offenrl sun worshippers, 
~::J.ys religion is no~ ?Oli.!:?IY- th8t it's corpcr~te_. Religion is not on]y a 
matter o1 havinp: a privRte exnerjence, it's a matter of belonging ••• of belonginf, 
to a worshinpinr: ~ommunity. 
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It's not only a matter of Pxp~rl~ncing God's rrace personally, but of 
mwlia L i nr.- r~nd 1 s r:race to sofll8body else. It's not only having G0rl take your 
l111niens ;=rw;nr, ht1t sh~:rinp; onP. another·'s budens. As ue sometimes sinp: in 
the hymn, "I-llest Re thr· Tie Lhr.1t Binds", 

"it.fe shnrP 0;3ch 0Lher's v;oes, our mutual burc!E~ns bear, 
Anrl often for e.:1ch other flows, the synmathiz i ng Lear". 

Corrunurd ~.v. Th::t. 's what thc:t hymn is about a.nd we'll be singi.ur:; 
it four weeks frorrt today whr:n ne\\ members join our fellowshtp. 

In fact, communi.ty is so important in the church the. I. the Church has its own 
sner.ial worn for it: "KoinonLg" •••• sharing one 11 other'~; bnrclens. Koi.noni.'l 
'1''~clllS holdinr· one another in cor~munity. ~le're herE' for that. 'rle're here to 
btd ld a communi.L.Y' into clhich oeopl8 '"i th burdens can come and feel somebody 
krt(IHS and cares abo11t thPm anrl is willinp, to shc:.re a burden with them. 

Anr~ jt, doesn't stop thfTf,. f'aul is not interested in the Churr.h br.-oing a 
UJ?rCJn:V srcup. 1-!P-'s more interested in the r-hurch beinr, a missionary r;roup .•• 
p'· = ~h meAns that t-:e 're .supnosed to try to make the tvhole world look 1 ike a 
cor1munHy. VJe 're supposed to mov~ toward that time when the tvhole world will 
SPC' itself <J.s one family under God as the FathEr. One rlay, we say, that's 
roi.nf to hannen. nm~ day Lh~ 'tJhoJe Horlrl is goi.n~; to say, ''1--Je shC1re Pad~ 
nn:Pr's woes, our mutual b11rrlr~ns hear". Sornerlay aJ.l of humankind is r,oinr: to 
sinrr thnt., e1nrl the chu.rch'~ mission noH ls to mnve the v.ror)d to,,rard th;JI, p:o.:.1l. 

nn"' of thP r,tori.es of rPcPnf. d,<qrs as 1·Je h:we lit a canrl1e r.ommPmor:1Ling 
V:rvst:dnCJcht is about. Herman Gra.Phr; Hho dierl recently a.nd whn \-Tnf; honorPrl at a 
'''Prioria1 service at. wr. i_ch the Israel Cons1ll spoke. He sr;oke of Graebe 's 
hr.'rrisrn and his will inr.r.ess to sacrifice everything fot. the sake of' oHir-r 
llllman bP. i np:s. 

f!errnan Graebe W::J s a lra j n r:-nr: inr--n· whose pos i ti.on made it posf,ible for 
hi111 to srtu~rle Jrn.rs out of thP. lJkrainP. He did it at gre<d. ri.r,k to his own 
life a.nd in the article rlescrj bing his heroism reference was made t.o a book 
r:nt.i.tled, ,·Jhe_!1~..i_Pier~ed the Darkness, a book about Christians in 
Poland during the Second World ;·.'ar. The ,reus who were saved •mre almost. 
.1 J •:~ay~' total str·anp.ers to the ·ir rescuers. 'l11ey knocked on doors and askr:d 
f()r help. The resc\lers "''Pt'e from all segments of society and had nothi.ng in 
ccmr1on PXcf·pt a lifetime! Df' he!.rdmc others i.n need. ~.'hen the knock came at 
U1e'ir door, there Has nn 'lUP.stion as to 1-1hat they should do. A lift!tirne of 
"hp;:-;rinp: one another's hurdens" l12.d heen developed and responded. . 

.-JIWIJ THE KNOCK COMES Then~ is no bet.tE:r criterion than that for 
Judr:i.np, who is Christian. 1tJhen thE knock comes 

;;t. Lhe door, there is no r1uestion what thf' ChrLd,ian wi.JJ. do. 1 . .Jhen the 
b1n·den of the t·:orld is olacPd upon them, there ls no 'JUest.ion what they wi lJ 
rl•. >lh"'n soneborly else's p.1.in i.s pnt before them, there is no quest.i.on. And 
;,r)r1erl~y 1 hr>]ir!v·- t.~; ' .. ' 1':-·1•· ,_,,,,J.: !:: r,oing to do that -share one annUler's 
l'tlt'rlC'nS. Tn t:~lf~ rnE~antimP, t.·:tr Cltm'~h i.:::; her"·~ tCJ "mod·~ l" it for Uw world. 
'l'lv-lL 1 s '"hy c·TP say trJ;Jt, ";hrb1.Lud t..:r cannot b~ a nrivat,e affai.r. It hC~s Lo n1can 
hr.J.oncirH: t;o a cat·inv r;ommnni.t:,' t.hat ;.rill heln carrr the burden of t~w Hot·l.d • 

.John 1des]Py put it this way, "Ttv~re is no ~~nch thinrz as sol:it"'.ry rP-livion". 
! 'm S() £~1:1'1 ~lesley sa:l.d t,;,,d. so -vre c::Jn point to an aphorism befi.tti.nr, the gn~at 
f'oundc~r of' a r:re.:t rlenorli.nati.on. T.JnVH.'r h;1d rnor·e than '"!eslev· a.nd om' of 
l.tJUJ~~r's be:3t.wa~; "-le are or.irsts to one anotlwr'' Hhich is t~1e sotJrr.(~ of the 
~.itl.e of this sermon. It rPrni.nds :J!> that God c::m >vork through us to bring Hi.s 
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PT'1C(; j nto SOMebody ~ 1sA! S lifP.. 

"Dei'tr onP anotiwe'~' hm·J~ns'' is the way it t-Ji.ll hanw~n. You can be a 
pri7?st to sorne:me "'lsc, Cln instrument or .eT'ICe in somebody Plse's life, the 
~-ray th::t t :-;od entPrs ;v1:otber life - just b~r your being there and caring ani 
Ustenin'' an~l reCJ ssur ing th~n. /\ ll God needs to touch somebody' s life is f.'or 
you to t(~n~h sor.1e hocly' s -li fr:~. That 1 s 8.11 it takes. So let somebody today, 
th]_s Hf'Pk, knGH ~,hat you're thnrr! for thr:rn- thinking ahont them and r.wa:.,ring 
for them. And, try if you Cd.n to ••• 

St.art th inkinr; cor·nor~J.t'" 1:r ra tlwr t'w.n soli tar·Uy. Start seeing if you 
ciln fot·get 'TOllT'Sr:!lf and think d.bout somebociy els~. f..nd ·.ou'll he surprisr:d 
hnt·.r t,he h11r-i~~n that you c:-lrry in your life is goi.ng to get li.ghter. You FnJ' 
'IIWStion that. Yo11 think the world is dominated hr the La>-1 of Physics v1hich 
says yotl adrl your burden to rn.y burrien and my burden gets heavier. But 
tnerf~ I~ not nnly the TJ<:"l.H of Physi~s r,.rhieh appli':!S to r·:·cks' but there is 
:J]so LhP Lm..r of Graef~ •1h:dl applies to human beings. And this Law says, 
"Then I g i'.re m:rse lf to othm·s m.r load r;e ts lighter. ':le r re pl;.\yi'nf, ·around here 
·.-in:,il --s-;:imetn1.ii£:'"freme"i1\:i(ji.is]_={ po~rP.d\ti' so'tet me close with this aceount. 

TlLLI.CH AND RrXIERS Tt's a nrinted dialofUA of a conversation het~een 
p,u] Tillich, Uw far10us theologian, 8.nd C<1rl 

farrt:m~> psycholor;ist. Rogers <1skeri Tillich lvhy he sti_ll hln·sr:~d E'wers, thP 
c:roand wL th reJ.ir,ion sincP sd-:nrt- anmvered all the flUesti_om;. Tillich sa~.rl, 

hi1d 

"There are tHO rl iPlc'nS j_ons r1_f 11 fe. 'Ihm·e is the horizon~.a 1 
dimension. 'lher~~ is t,he vertical ciimPnston, our rebtinn­
::;hi.p to God" 

ht resp:>nse, RnfC;'TS said, 

11 You kno,.r ••• I han this fantasv or ···hat th~ V(~rti~al di·"en­
si_on is lik:P. ft, doesn't go up, hut it cc,mes do,,m. I 
rn"':tn, I r~~:.l, 1 h·•.~ 'l~. t:ii11'~1' wlt,~n I'm n1a 1.Jy hRi.nF! h~'lpfnl to a 

r~l i.8nt in thosP rA.re mor1ents when there is something 
approximat;nf .3n 'I- Thou• rTlatinnship betHeen us, when 
I feel tha~~ somcthint: sienificant is happening in th~· 
relaticmship, then I feel that scmr!how I am in tune with 
the forces in the universe. Or, the forces are operatinp; 
throur:>1 me. 

I flless· I f~el so:ncv-Jhat likP. a scientbt, the 1vay he feels 
:-rhen he is able t0 bdng ~bout the splitting of the a.tom. 
llP didn't create it Hith his <Jvltl little hancls, bnt he pu~ 
h irnse lf in line ·,;it~ -Lhn forces of t.,hn universe, and there­
by was Rhle to trigrer a significant event. 

I f~e l much the samr-> Nay 
an reA. lly he :inf!. help fn l. 
Horking thJ'OFh me." 

in dealing with a client when I 
The force of the universe is 

You c•rP a nri_•~st to ow• gnot\1• r. You ~ere mediators of t'ne grr~ce of God. 
So, h0ar" on0 ~.nothAr's bnr(Jens and ~o f"nlfill. thr~ l~vr of Christ. 
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II 

"PRIESTS TO EACH OI'HER 11 

INTROIX1CTION I like to think that I work in a stressful job under a lot of 
pressure. Recently I saw a list of professions ranked accord­

ing to the degree of stress related to that profession. I went down the list 
looking for "minister". It wasn't there. Well, I thought, maybe it's under 
"clergy". And so I looked a second time. It wasn't there. "Pastor?" No. 
"Priest?" No. It wasn't there under any category. I threw the paper away. 

I mentioned this at lunch recently to a friend who is a psychologist. He 
told me that the ministry is considered a "low stress" vocation. So I have no 
"empirical data" to prove that I am in a stressful vocation. I like to think 
it is. No one likes to think that they have an easy time of it. 

You ask anybody if their voca.tion is a stressful one and they' 11 answer 
"yes". You ask anybody "How's your job going?" and they'll start telling you 
about the pressure they're under. If your job is sitting in a chair doing 
nothing all day long, you're going to have some stress related to that job. 
You will still worry about something. Probably about your performance review. 

MOSES / STRESSING OUT Today 1s sermon gets underway then with this observa-
tion that everybody has some stress. That's why I 

was delighted to come across an incident in the Book of Numbers, the story of 
Moses "stressing out" in the desert. It's a wonderful story ••• the way I like 
my heroes ••• under stress. I guess I want them to know what I have to put up wit~. 

That's what is so great about the Bible. There are real people in it. Yes, 
even Moses, the great leader of the Hebrew people is under stress. The Bible 
makes it clear to us that Moses was ill-prepared to do the job he was called to 
do. He didn't have the talent to do it. But he "hung in there" and he made it, 
got the job done. That's there to tell you that if you do what God calls you to 
do, and "hang in there", the chances are that you 1 re going to make it. 

You think you've made mistakes in your life? You think you've got some 
problems? You think you have to work with a bunch of turkeys (note I'm in 
season) when you'd rather be soaring with the eagles? Well, here's old Moses, 
who had to be the leader of a bunch of complainers for forty years, and he 
never really wanted the job in the first place. He was living a happy life in 
Midian, working for his father-in-law. He could probably have inherited the 
farm if he had stuck around, but he stumbled on that burning bush and God spoke 
to htm ••• a conscience at work. He was called to remember all of those who were 
suffering in Egypt, all those he left behind in slavery. He's enjoying the 
good life, the affluent life, in Mid ian and they're suffering "down there" in 
Egypt. 

AND WHAT FOLLOWS God told him to go and lead those people out of slavery 
into freedom. Moses said, "I am not able". God said, 

"Do it anyway. I'll cover the bases for you". Moses said, "But I can't make 
a speech. How can you be a great leader if you're not a great communicator ••• 
if you stutter?" God said, "Don't worry about it ••• just do your part. I' 11 
try to think of something". And He did. 

It went splendidly - really. 
you really stop to think about it. 

Remarkably! In fact - miraculously - when 
Everyone got along just fine. All went 
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according to.· the plan ••• smoothly' ••• everyone happy. Until they got into the 
middle of the desert. Then trouble. Have you ever been on a tour with a 
bunch of complainers? Have you ever had to lead a tour? Well ••• you can 
tmagine what Moses had to put up with for forty years ••• out there in the hot 
desert. No easy tour ••• no buses, no rest rooms, no cool drinks at sundown. 

I suspect that some of the complaints were legittmate. Especially the 
complaint about the lack of food to feed the families. The people would plead 
with Moses during the day, ask him to do something about it, and at night Moses 
could hear their weeping. They blamed him for the mess they were in. Remember 
as Kennedy once put it, "Success has one hundred fathers. Defeat is an orphan". 
They complained to Moses, "We were better off in Egypt when we were slaves 
than He are now that we are free". 

Well, finally Moses had had all he could take and he said to God, 

"Why have _you done this to me? Why have you laid all of 
this on me? Am I the natural father of all these people 
that I should take responsibility for looking after them? 
I've had it. You can take your old Exodus and finish it 
yourself. I'm going back to Midian.. I don't need this1" 

And then comes our text, 

"And the Lord said to Moses, 'Gather for me seventy men of 
the elders of Israel, whom you know to be elders of the 
people and officers over them; and bring them to the tent 
of meeting, and let them take their stand there with you. 
And I will come down and talk with you there; and I will 
take some of the spirit which is upon you and put it upon 
them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with 
you, that you may not bear it yourself alone". 

Now this is an amazing passage. What we have here is the establishment of 
the religious community as a corpo~ate body. It s not all on Moses. It's not 
a one man shaw. The religious community is a spiritual community, with the 
emphasis on community. Moses didn't have to do it all by himself. 

"I will take some of the spirit which is upon you and I 1 11 
put it on them so that they will bear the burden of the 
people with you". 

Isn't that something! That's marvelous. I'll just bet that's the scene that 
Paul had in mind when he sits down centuries later to write those lines to the 
Galatians, "Bear one another's burden, and so fulfill the Law of Christ". 

PAUL'S CONTRIBUTION Yes, I'll bet that's what he had in mind, because, 
remember ••• Paul was a good Jew, a Pharisee, which 

means he was "up" on Judaism. He krew all of these stories by heart. He 
also knew about the heritage of community, tha.t Israel was a spec tal community 
guided by God's spirit, and he knew that God spreads the Spirit around to all 
the people. He knew that God takes some of the Spirit to be placed on priests 
and leaders, and sprinkles a bit of it on all members of the Church. 

Paul made that point over and over again in all of his Letters. We are 
one body in Christ, one Body in the Spirit. And the body is made up of different 
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parts. Each part has its own gift. Each member of the Church has a gift to 
give. Every gift is equal in importance to every other gift. Every gift can 
be used by the Spirit to build up the whole body of Christ. Paul says that 
over and over again ••• in every Letter ••• you've heard it. We are all gifted 
because of the Spirit. 

AND LUTHER CAME ALONG And then Luther comes along in the Middle Ages, 
hundreds of years later, and said we've forgotten 

all that that Paul had said. We may be a great religious, international 
organization~ We have these great, beautiful, Gothic cathedrals with flying 
buttresses, but we're not flying as a Church as long as the Spirit is locked 
up in the sacristy where only the priests can get to it. 

So Luther took some of the Spirit that had been reserved for the clergy 
and he gave it to the laity. Remember what he called it. It's one of the 
"hallmarks" of being a Protestant. He called it the "priesthood of all 
believers". "We are to be priests to one another" said luther. 

Do you know what a priest does? A priest mediates the grace of God. A 
priest makes the presence of God real in the world. That's the job of a priest. 
Luther said - and Paul said it before him - ~ ~ all priests. That is to say, 
we can all mediate the grace of God to another human being. We can all make 
God real in this world. How? ~bearing.£!!!. another's burdens. 

REFLECTIONS ON IT Now this idea has been around for a long time, but 
it's still new to a lot of people and it's hard to 

sell in Amertca •••• 'because ••• America is charged with "individualism". If you 
are successful in America, it's because you do something all by yourself. 
"Rugged individualism" - that's still the 11\Yth in this land. Even in religion 
it's the model. So, in America we say religion is primarily private and 
personal. What I do in religion is my own business. How many times we've 
heard that. Or, I can worship just as well on a golf course Sunday morning 
as I can in Church. Baloney. But hello somebody! But you've heard it and 
I've had that feeling ••• or here's a more credible scenario: 

"The woods are my cathedral. The sunset is my 
stained glass. The sound of waves or waterfalls 
are my organ. The song of birds my choir." 

Yes, I'll confess that I've had feelings like that, too. Nothing makes me feel 
more religious than being out in the woods all by myself, or walking on the 
beach next to the ocean, or hitting a golf ball down a beautiful green fairway. 
It just puts me right next to God. 

I'm not knocking this ••• nature religion is legitimate and somewhat 
universal and probably goes back to the time when we lived in the woods and 
worshipped tree spirits and at mistletoe (getting into the season). But I 
like to think that the human race has evolved since then. 

And one way it has evolved is that there are now what are called "higher 
religions". They've been around for a long time and Christianity is one of 
those higher religions. And Christianity, hoping not to offend sun worshippers, 
says religion is not solitary -that it's corpnrate. Religion is not only a 
matter of having a private experience, it's a matter of belonging ••• of belonging 
to a worshipping community. 



II 
It's not only a matter of experiencing God's grace personally, but of 

mediating God's grace to somebody else. It's not only having God take your 
burdens away, but sharing one another's budens. As we sometimes sing in 
the hymn, "Blest Be the Tie that Binds", 

"We share each other's woes, our mutual burdens bear, 
And often for each other flows, the sympathizing tear". 

COMMUNITY Community. That's what that hymn is about and we'll be singing 
it four weeks from today wheri new members join our fellowship. 

In fact, community is so important in the church that the Church has its own 
special word for it: "Koinonia" •••• sharing one a other's burdens. Koinonia 
means holding one another in con~unity. We're here for that. We're here to 
build a community into which people with burdens can come and feel somebody 
knows and cares about them and is willing to share a burden with them. 

And it doesn't stop there. Paul is not interested in the Church being a 
therapy group. He's more interested in the Church being a missionary group ••• 
which means that we're supposed to try to make the whole world look like a 
community. We're supposed to move toward that time when the whole world will 
see itself as one family under God as the Father. One day, we say, that's 
going to happen. One day the whole world is going to say, "We share each 
other's woes, our mutual burdens bear". Someday all of humankind is going to 
sing that, and the church's mission nm-r is to move the world toward that goal. 

One of the stories of recent days as we have lit a candle commemorating 
Krystalnacht is about Herman Graebe who died recently and who was honored at a 
memorial service at which the Israel Consul spoke. He spoke of Graebe's 
heroism and his willingness to sacrifice everything fot the sake of other 
human beings. 

Herman Graebe was a train engineer whose position made it possible for 
him to smuggle Jews out of the Ukraine. He did it at great risk to his own 
life and in the article describing his heroism reference was made to a b•ok 
entitled, When Light Pierced the Darkness, a book about Christians in 
Poland during the Second World War. The Jews who were saved were almost 
always total strangers to their rescuers. They knocked on doors and asked 
for help. The rescuers were from all segments of society and had nothing in 
common except a lifetime of helping others in need. When the knock came at 
their door, there was no question as to what they should do. A lifetime of 
"bearing one another's burdens" had been developed and responded. 

WHEN THE KNOCK COMES There is no better criterion than that for 
judging who is Christian. When the knock comes 

at the door, there is no question what the Christian will do. When the 
bnrden of the world is placed upon them, there is no question what they will 
do. When somebody else's pain is put before them, there is no question. And 

. I 
someday I believe the whole '..rorlci is going to do that - share one another s 
burdens. In the meantime, the Church is here to "mode 111 it for the world. 
That's why we say that Christianity cannot be a private affair. It has to mean 
belonging to a caring community that will help carry the burden of the world. 

John Wesley put it this way, "There is no such"thing as solitary religion". 
I'm so glad Wesley said that so we can point to an aphorism befitting the great 
founder of a great denomination. Luther had more than Wesley and one of 
Luther's best was "We are priests to one another" which is the source of the 
title of this sermon. It reminds us that God can work through us to bring His 
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grace into sOmebody else's life. 

"Bear one another's burdens" is the way it will happen. You can be a 
priest to someone else, an instrument of grace in somebody else's life, the 
way that God enters another life - just by your being there and caring and 
listening and reassuring them. All God needs to touch somebody's life is for 
you to touch somebody's life. That's all it takes. So let somebody today, 
this week, know that you're there for them - thinking about them and praying 
for them. 

Start thinking corporately rather than solitarily. Start seeing if you 
can forget yourself and think about somebody else. And you'll be surprised 
how the burden that you carry in your life is going to get lighter. You may 
question that. You think the world is dominated by the Law of Physics which 
says you add your burden to my burden and my burden gets heavier. But 
there's not only the Law of Physics which applies to rocks, but there is 
also the Law of Grace which applies to human beings. And this Law says, 
when I give myself to others my load gets lighter. We're playing around here 
with something tremendously powerful, so let me close with this account. 

TILLICH AND ROGERS It's a printed dialogue of a conversation between 
Paul Tillich, the famous theologian, and Carl 

Rogers, the famous psych~logist. Rogers asked Tillich why he still horsed 
around with religion since since had answered all the questions. Tillich said, 

"There are two dimensions of life. There is the horizontal 
dimension. There is the vertical dimension, our relation­
ship to God" 

In response, Rogers said, 

"You know ••• I had this fantasy of what the vertical dimen­
sion is like. It doesn't go up, but it comes down. I 
rnean, I feel, at times when I'm really being helpful to a 

,client in those rare moments when there is something 
approximating an 'I :.. Thou 1 relationship between us, when 
I feel that something significant is happening in the 
relationship, then I feel that somehow I am in tune with 
the forces in the universe. Or, the forces are operating 
through me. 

I guess I feel somewhat like a scientist, the way he feels 
when he is able to bring about the splitting of the atom. 
He didn't create it with his own little hands, but he put 
himself in line with the forces of the universe, and there­
by was able to trigger a significant event. 

I feel much the same way in dealing with a client when I 
am really being helpful. The force of the universe is 
working throgh me." 

You e.re a priest to one another. You are mediators of the grace of God. 
So, bear one another's burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ. 



PASTORAL PRAYER: November 13, 198R 

':IE TJ' A.NK Ya.J, 0 GOD, for life and light and for all things goodl 

For home, for work, for play, for worship. 
For baseball and football, for running and jogging and walking. 
For dear friends in whose affection we find a sense of 

life and laughter, warmth and worth. 
For time's ability to heal old wounds and bitter hurts. 

WE THANK YOU, LORD! 

AND AGAINST ALL that would crush it and destroy it, we thank you, 0 God, 
that we still believe in that Kingdom Jesus saw, and 
taught and for which He died on a Cross. 

That even in those dark stretches of life when it would ap­
pear that evil has triumphed, we keep discovering clues that 
point us in Your direction and remind us that You are still 
very much at the helm. 

For the power arid pull of the Scriptures in our lives. 
For the Church - not yet without its spots and wrinkles. 
For modest victories over sin and self-centeredness. 
And chiefly for Yourself - revealed to us in Jesus of Nazareth -

Our Lord, our Example, our Redeemer - we now bless and 
praise Your holy name. 

HELP US TO LEARN FROM YOU - who never art in a hurry, yet never late. 

Bless us with Your poise, something of Your peace and power. 
Bless us individually and together with a moving experience 

of Your presence that the fire and determination with­
in our hearts ~ vitali~e our worship and energize 
our work. 

fffiLP US TO wash one another's feet, rather than always putting atones into 
one another's shoes. 

AND SUCH IS THE NATURE of our life, 0 God, and so sorely have we been deceived 
that we can go for days and weeks without stopping to offer and 
pray an honest prayer ••• 

Sealing ourselves off from mystery. 
Relying heavily on our native skills. 
Postponing life's big questions, avoiding decisions. 
Staying busy - getting, spending, running. We have a 

way of making You, Our God, an expendable extra in 
our busy lives. Now, in this worship experience: 

Surround us with Your spirit. 
Surprise us with Your joy. 

Strengthen us in Your word, 
Send us forth renewed with 

love and faith in our hearts. 



•.•And all things •• owhatsoever you shall ask in prayer, 
' believing ••• you shall receive. And as many as touched 

Him were made whole~" 

"Wait on the Lord. Be of good course and He shall 
strengthen thine heart. For we dwell in the shelter of 
the Almighty. He is our refuge and our strength." 

"We know that in everything, God works together for good 
with those who love Him!" 

"But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. 
They shall mount up with wings as eagles. They shall run 
and not be weary. They shall walk and not faintn. 

"God so love the world that He gave His only Son, that who­
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life". 

"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits: 
who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diseases~. 

"Thou wilt keep Him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
Thee: because he trusteth in thee". 

11 In the name of Jesus Christ, I share with you the Good News: 
We are forgiven" o 

PRAYERS / LORD'S PRAYER 0 Thou, who hearest prayer, hear our prayers ••• for 
others, as well as for ourselves. Touch with 

healing, 0 God ••• Father of us all, those whom we mention in our prayers this hour: 

1. Elizabeth McCaddin, s~j:,er of carolyn Broones. 3. Phyllis Gardner, mother of Bob. 

h. Heidia Rabowsky. 5. Sharon, daughter of Jt-~hael. William Brown, father of 
Laraine Balk. Maude Barnett Bud • 

••• beloved members and friends of this congregation. Comfort the bereaved and 
the broken hearted among us ••• and especially be close to who in recent 
days has lost a loved one. Abide among us as a healing benediction. Heal each of 
us at the point of our deepest needo 

Answer the upspoken prayers now offered to thee on the altars of our 
hearts, spoken in the name and spirit of Jesus, who taught us to say when we pray •••• 
For we ask all of this in the powerful name and lifting spirit of Jesus who taught 
us to say when we prayo•o 

"Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And _lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the 
Kingdom, and the Power and the gl•ry, forever. Amen" 



F'IRST INTRODUCTION The week of toil has ended. Our day of rest is at 
hand. May the rest and the quiet of this hour of 

worship refresh our inner life. And may it renew in all of us a sense of 
God's holy and abiding Presence. 

In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt. 

SECOND INTRODUCTION Remaining in ~ prayerful spirit, let us enter now 
into a time of silent meditation •• o.a time in which 

we prepare ourselves expectantly ••• that the Spirit of the living God may be 
made real to us in this hour of worship. 

In quietness, let each now pray as the heart may prompto 

THIRD INTRODUCTION Remaining in a prayerful spirit, let us enter into 
a time of silent meditation as we come into the 

Presence of Him whom our faith declares to be the Source of all life and 
love, all peace and power, the Source of all hope and healing. 

In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt. 

FOURTH INTRODUCTION Remaining in a prayerful spirit, let us enter now 
into a time of silent meditation. In these moments, 

let us ponder the pattern our lives have been weaving as we come into the 
Presence of Him whom our Faith declares to be the Source of all life and love, 
all peace and power, the Source of all hope and healing. 

In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt. 

MEDitATION We rest our hearts in the Promise of Jesus who said: 

"Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of 
Me, for My yoke is easy and My burden is light". 

11 Ask, and it will be given you. Seek and you will find. 
Knock, and it will be open unto you." 

"I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the 
Father, but by Me. If you love Me, you will keep my commandments" 

"For I tell you ••• do not be anxious about your life, what you 
shall eat ••• or drink •• nor about your body, what you shall put 
on. Is not life more than food? And the body more than 
raiment." 

11 But seek ye first His kingdom and His righteousness, and 
all these things shall be yours as well." 

"Fo~ I. am ~e~suaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
pr1nc1palltles, nor powers, nor things present.

1
.to come nor height 

nor depth, nor any other creature - shall be ab e to sep&rate ' 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, Our Lord." 
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There is a tie ••• a.nd a reason why we have Dedication Sunday on Thanksgiving 
Sunday. To me, it's most appropriate •••• as we reflect on our many blessings 
at this time of Thanksgiving ••• and say our "thanks" to God. 

PRESENT TO SPEAK ON THIS CONCERN Our Financial Canvass is moving along. 
We're now completing our second week 

of it and here to bring.us up to date is Mary Lou McGanney- a co-chair 
of the canvass along with Bob Lewis who spoke last Sunday. John Simms is 
over~all chairperson and has been writing those wonderful paragraphs that 
haTe been in the bulletin these past four to six weeks. 

Mary Lou McGanney - a trustee of our church and former president 
of the Methodist Church Women of our parish and a valued member of the 
Finance Committee will bring us up to date. Dr. McGanney. 

OFFERING Jesus said, 

"It is more blessed to give than it is 
to receive" •••• in this spirit, let us 
worship God with our morning offering. 

FRIENDS / FAREWELL This morning we say "farewe 11" to two people ••• one 
is the lovely lady who read the scriptures ••• 

Litiana Browne, returning tomorrow to Fiji. Also, this is the last Sunday 
for Moses Olabode, leaving this week for Nigeria. Our prayers and warmest 
wishes go with these two people ••••• and thank them for being a part of our 
lives ••• for Moses -a year. For the Brownes -three years. Godspeed. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sunday, November 13, 1988 

VISITORS / GREETING We greet the visitors in the congregation this 
morning ••• pleased to have you with us and hope 

that we'll have the opportunity to greet you in a more personal way fol­
lowing this service • either at the door as you depart, or downstairs in 
the Russell Room where coffee and tea and some delightful fellowship will 
be available. So, join us downstairs ••• if time permits. 

Be free in the sharing of your name with us. Fill out a visitor 
card or take a moment to sign one of the Guest Books. Worship with us again 
next Sunday. Work with us in our programs of service to others in this York­
ville community. 

You worship in a church whose roots are "deep" in the soil of this 
part of New York City- a neighborhood church ••• a church that has been 
ministering here since 1837 • 151 years. This is the fourth building out of 
which this Methodist congregation has served. We minister in the name of 
Christ and it is in His leving spirit that we greet you on this November · 
Sunday morning. 

PARISH CONCERNS Please review the parish concerns care!ully ••• on your 
own before departing. Be sure to pick up your copy of 

our November news sheet which gives you a broader picture of what's going 
on right now. 

The meetings for this week are noted in the bulletin. Also, note 
the word about the new hymnal fund. 

Next Saturday is the day of our Church Fair. That's hard to 
belieYe ••• so we have a busy week coming aleng and hopefully, all is in place 
(or soon will be) for the most successful Fair ever •• ounder the fantastic 
leadership of Jacqueline Notestine. Be sure to give your "fair" share or 
time, talent and dollars to help ensure its success. 

Next Sunday is a "big" one for us- Thanksgiving Sunday ••• with a 
special offering and a special appeal for food for the Thanksgiving Dinner 
baskets being put together by the Yorkville Common Pantry. The neva sheet 
carries the list of suggested food items to bring. Volunteers are needed to 
help out at the Pantry. 

Also next Sunday the Membership Committee is planning to have a 
special coffee hour for new friends of our chureh ••• same time, 12:10 to 1 pm •• o 
but on the third floor. So, new friends, plan to come and enjoy meeting some 
of your neighbors and friends here in the church. A nice idea. And regular 
members, please be on hand to help make these new friends feel "at home". 
Next Sunday. 

CANVASS SUNDAY We shall also celebrate next Sunday as our Dedication 
Sunday. Thanksgiving Sunday ••• Dedication Sunday •••• 
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