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!'PUT OUT YOUR NETS" 

INTRODUCTION It was a beautiful Spring afternoon and Marianne Siebert, a 
new resident of Florence, Kansas, thought it might be a nice 

thing if she went calling on her neighbors, the McLindens, who lived a mile or 
so up the road. The weather was perfect so Marianne saddled her 12 year-old 
Arabian stallion, Phar, and slowly set off on her visit. Upon arrival, she got 
down from her horse and with reins in hand went around to the back door. 

Now apparently her neighbors had polished the glass in the storm door because 
it shown like a mirror. Marianne proceded to knock twice on the door and waited 
with her horse, Phar, at her shoulder. No one answered and she was getting ready 
to leave when she noticed that Phar was staring at the gray stallion in the glass 
with some fascination. He pawed. He squealed. And so did the other stallion. 
He was, of eourae, staring at his own reflection. 

Marianne tugged on Phar's reins but he refused to move. Marianne was be
ginning to get a bad feeling. She became a bit more forceful and tuggeJdc,nan<i~ttheD 
slapped Phar with the reins. At that point he moved ••• he moved all right1 He 
swung around and with both htnd feet, bashedin the door. Glass flew and the 
metal grillwork on the storm door caved in. By this time, Marianne was sweating 
bullets and was getting ready to make a hasty retreat, when - from inside the 
house - she heard a woman calling to her husband, "Buzz ••• I think there's some
one at our door1" 

Later on Marianne Siebert had this to say ••• 

"I could have strangled my horse, Phar. Instead I helped 
Mr. and Mrs. McLinden - my new neighbors - clean up the 
glass ••• promised to pay for t~e door and got out of there 
in a hurry. However ••• my reputation was soon widespread 
throughout that county •••• 'If Marianne Siebert comes to 
visit ••• be sure and get there after the first knock, or 
she '11 kick in the door to your home ••• ' 11 

DEVELOPMENT We often spealt of opportunity knocking. Someone once said 
that "if opportunity came disguised as temptation, one knock 

would be enough". There 1s truth in that. It may be so. We also think of Christ 
standing at the door ••• knocking. Holman Hunt's great painting ••• a copy of which 
hangs in St. Paul's in London. Some of you have seen it. It's one of my all
time favori~e paintings. Christ stands knocking at the door of your life. The 
only handle is on the inside. He does not crash down the door. We must open it 
ourselves. The hinges of that door look a bit rusty, dusty, unused. 

Now these two images - opportunity knocking and Christ knocking - converge 
in today's Scripture Lesson. Two fishing boats stand e~pty by the side of a 
lake. The fishermen have given up for the day. They're standing near the boats 
cleaning out their nets. Their faces have a look of weariness and discouragement. 
They are not fishing for sport. This is their living and they are not making 
much progress. Few words are being spoken. 

Perhaps you know the fee l.ing. Perhaps you've been there. I know that some 
of you have .••• those of you in "sales" know the feeling. Prospect after prospect 
turns you down and says "no"• 
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I remember the summer of 1949 quite well. My father died that summer at 
the age of 47. I was half way through College. Then I got laid off at the 
local post office where I had been a substitute carrier. I needed money to 
stay in school. I answered an ad in the local paper to sell Fuller Brushes in 
Amsterdam, New York ••• some 15 miles from my hometown. Some of those days were 
pretty bad. No one wanted to buy brushes. I kept at it. Someone once said, 

"That's why they have movies in the da.ytime ••• for sales 
people who can't handle one or more rejection ••• " 

If you've started your ~rn business, you know the feeling. There are rna~ 
rewards ••• but also many times when the wolf is standing poised at your door. 
And farmers certainly know what it's like. You realize with a sinking feeling 
that this year's crop isn't measuring up. And it's not because you haven't 
worked •••• you've worked harder than ever before. That's the frustrating thing. 
But the rain came at the wrong time. The flooding hurt you. Tw.o weeks later 
and you would have had a "bumper" crop. 

Students know about times of disappointment. Have you ever concentrated on 
on the wrong material in preparing for an exam. We've all done it. You felt 
good "going in", but then ••• there it is ••• the pages you skipped over, thinking 
that he' 11 never ask us that. And so instead of an nAn, you' 11 settle just to 
pass. 

A deeply troubled man paid a visit to his Rabbi. A wise and good old Rabbi, 
as all Rabbis try to be. He said to the Rabbi, wringing his hands ••• 

"Rabbi ••• I am a failure. More than half the time 
I do not succeed in doing what I must do. Help me" 

"Oh" said the Rabbi. "Please say something wise, Rabbi ••• " said the man in 
tears. After much pondering the wise Rabbi said this to the man. 

"Ah, my 'son, I give you wisdom. Go and look on 
Dage 930 of the New York Times Almanac for the 
year 1970 and you will find peace of mind •••• " 

"Ah" said the somewhat puzzled man ••• but nevertheless he went away and did 
what the wise old Rabbi told him to do. And this is what he found on page 930. 
He found the listing of the lifetime batting averages of all the greatest 
baseball players. He noted that Ty Cobb,_ the greatest hitter of them all, had 
a lifetime batting average -of only .367. Even the great Babe Ruth didn't do 
that well. His average was something like .342. The man went back to his Rabbi 
and said in a rather questioning tone, "Ty Cobb •••• 367. That's it?11 Said the 
Rabbi, 

"Right •••• Ty Cobb. .367. He got a hit a little better than 
-one out o'f every three times at bat. He didn't even bat 
.500. So what can you expect already?" 

"Ah" said the man who thought he was a wretched failure because only half 
the time he did not succeed at what he must do. All of us get discouraged at 
times. We can sympathize with these Galilean fishermen standing by their heats 
with nothing to show for their labors. All they can do now is clean their nets 
and hope for a better day tomorrow. But let's move on ••• 
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JESUS STEPS INTO THE SCENE Into the scene steps Jesus. And what a 
powerful line that is. Think about it for a 

moment. Into the scene steps Jesus. 

S&me of you are familier with the name of Dave Dravecky. This is the 
testimony of former major league baseball plAyer, Dave Dravecky, who is coping 
with the loss of his pitching arm to cancer. He could have been finished 
psychologically and physically dealing with such a devastating burden, but 
into the scene of his life stepped Jesus. He puts it this way, 

"I am not getting through the loss of my arm because 
I am a great 'coper'. I'm getting through it because 
I have a 'Father in Heaven' who is a great giver ••• " 

I read in Guideposts about an elderly lady in a land hostile to the Christian 
Faith who was thrown into prison ••• because of her faith in Jesus. She was alone 
and terribly frightened, but into the scene stepped Jesus. And instea~ of being 
bitter or frightened, she learned to thank God for her confinement. "Now I can 
be alone with the Lord Jesus" is what she said. That's faith. 

According to a legend, some boys were visiting the famous artist, Leonardo 
Da Vinci. One of them carelessly knocked over a stack of canvasses. This upset 
the artist, DaVinci, because he was working very quietly and sensitive~. He 
became angry, threw down his brush a.nd hurled some harsh words in the direction 
of the boy who had knocked over the canvasses. The boy ran crying fran the 
studio. 

The artist was now alone ap:ain ·ond he tried to pick up where he had left 
off and continue with his painting. He was trying to paint the face of Jesus, 
but he couldn't do it. His creativity had stopped. It's hard to hold anger 
and to hold Jesus in your heart at the same time. And v.rouldn't it be great if 
every time the specter of violence ••• let 1s say domestic "iolence ••• raised its 
ugly head, we could say, "Into the scene stepped Jesus?" 

John Wesley, founder of Methodism, was stopped one night by a highway man 
who robbed our Methodist leader of all his money. Wesley kept his cool and said 
to the man, 

"If the day should ever come that you desire to leave this 
evil way and live for God, remember this ••• that 'the blood 
Jesus Christ cleanses one from all $1n and wrong doing." 

Years later they say that Wesley was stopped by a man after a church service. 
"Remember me" the man asked Mr. Wesley. 

"I robbed you one night years ago and you told me that the 
blood of Christ can cleanse one from all sin. Mr. Wesley, 
I have trusted Christ and He has changed my life ••••• " 

I think we can say that this reformed high-v1ayman was just one of many persons 
down through the centuries who has been headed down the wrong road until Jesus 
stepped into the scene. Here, friend, is the answer to discouragement and to 
disillusionment and all debasement. Let Jesus step into the scene. Perhaps there 
is someone present here this morning who needs' to let Jesus step onto the stage~of 
his life. 
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Clarence Darrow, the great crtminal larrzyer of another day, had among his 
friends a young minister. Seems strange inasmuch as Darrow was usual~ thought 
of as an atheist or agnostic or an infidel. But they were talking one day and 
Mr. Darrow began to do a bit of reminiscing. He talked of his career and of 
some of the famous trials in which he had been the de f'ense lawyer. "It r s been 
an exciting life" he said. He then asked his young minister friend if he would 
like to know his favorite Bible verse? His clergy friend said, "Indeed, I 
rr10uld!" CTarence Darrow said it was in Luke's Gospel. 

"You'll find it in Luke, chapter 5. Verse 5. 'We have toiled 
all the night and have t<1ken nothing." He then quiet~ added, 

"In spite of my success and all that I've accomplished that 
verse seem to sum up the way I feel a bout life". 

In other words, for all his brilliant accomplishments as a lawyer, he still 
felt an emptiness in his life. And it's an emptiness that only Christ can filU 

EXERCISE YOUR FAITH And one more thought to lift up in connection with this 
New Testament scene. Those fishermen in this story had 

toiled all night and had caught nothing. Undoubtedly they were weary, tired and 
discouraged. And then Jesus stepped into that scene and told them to launch out 
into the deep. He told them to throw their nets on the other side of the boat. 

He was telling them to exercise their faith. 
as fishermen. Faith in the abundance of the seas. 
Remember it was Peter who spoke up and said, 

Faith in their own abilities 
Yes, even their faith in Him. 

"Lord, we've toiled all night and have caught 
nothing, but at Your word, we will do it ••• " 

And they did and it made a difference. Jesus helped to restore their faith and 
that was precisely what they needed at that particular moment of their lives. 

Perhaps there is someone present here this morning who needs that same 
lifting word of encouragement from Christ. I 1 ve often felt that the biggest 
barrier to success and to achievement for most people is the fear of launching 
out. Call it the fear of change. It is our reluctance to take action. As same
one has put it, "The hardest thing to get is GOING". 

We are not happy with our lives. We are unhappy with our work. We are 
discouraged and disillusioned. We feel that life is passing us by and what do we 
do about it? Nothing1 The experts tell us that the majority of people in our 
land have a "'built-in" resistance to change. We're afraid to rock the boat. 
We're afraid to strat that new venture, that new career that we've been dreaming 
about. We're afraid to follow that tug to go back to school. Afraid to build 
that dream house. Afraid to take that trip around the world or to take that walk 
down the aisle of the church. Afraid to make a commitment. And Christ tap·s us on 
the sho lder and steps into our lives and says, 

"Don't be afraid. I am with you. Launch out into 
the deep. Put down your nets." 

That 1 s what the disciples did and we know what happened. They brought in so 11lBl1Y 
fish that they nearly sank their boats. ~ exercising their faith, they accomplished 
much. Yes - to live is to take some risks and to be involved. 
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'CLOSING ST<RY There's a story from sailing-ship days about a vessel 
that was stranded off the coast of South America. There 

was no wind. It was unable to advance ••• to move. Week after week went by 
and the sailors were dying of thirst when another schooner drifted close 
enough to read their frantic signals for help. Back came the answer~., "Let 
down your buckets". When they did, they found water fit to drink beneath their 
keel. Far from the coast though they were, the fresh water current from the 
mighty Amazon River surrounded them. All they had to do was to reach for it. 

The lesson from today's Scripture is quite simple. Cast your nets. Let 
down your buckets. Don't be afraid to exercise your faith. This is still a 
wonderful and abundant world that God has created for us. Trust the Word of 
Christ. Launch out into the deep ••• whatever that means in your life. We are 
not alone. Let Christ step into the scene •••• and onto the stage of your life. 
Answer the door to His knock. He will not break down the door, but if we trust 
Him and let Him come in, He will make a difference and bring you new life. 

PRAYER Make us sensitive, 0 God, to Your nearness and to Your presence in 
these quiet moments. Wrestle_. with each of us in the shadowy c:orners 

our lives where caution and doubt and uncertainty and lack of faith and courage 
hold sway. Let this little story move us to action. In the spirit of Christ, we 
pray. Amen. 



ANTHEM: "Hear My Prayer, 0 Lord" 

"Hear my prayer, 0 Lord. Turn not from 
me. Hearken unto the voice of my supplica
tion. I will call on God. He alone will 
be my salvation. He endureth for all genera
tions. 0 Lord Almighty, turn not Thyself 
from me. I pray Thee, 0 Lord God. 0 hear 
my prayer, Lord. Amen." 

ANTHEM: "For All the Saints" 

The words to the second anthem are 
found in the hymnal on page 711. 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are 
held on Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the down
stairs Choir Room. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick up your copy of the 
February issue of our monthly news sheet, 
"A Word In Edgeways". Copies are by the 
door in the narthex as well as on the 
table in the Russell Room. 

CIRCLE THE DATE 

Circle the date of March 12th for our 
158th Anniversary celebration. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Today we are celebrating the baptism of 
Spenser Patrick Rose, infant son of Suzanne 
and Glenn Rose. Spenser was born on January 
4th, 1995 in St. Luke's Roosevelt Hospital. 

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN" 

The "Hounds of Heaven" meet on Tuesday 
evening at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. New 
friends as well as old friends are welcome 
as a study of Huston Smith's book, The 
Religions of Mankind gets underway. 

A SATURDAY RUMMAGE SALE 

The Mid-Winter Rummage Sale is "in the 
works" for Saturday, February 25th, from 10 
to 3. Workers are needed in the coming weeks 
to help with the many preparations. Be in 
touch with Dianne Keller (876-2037) if you 
can lend a hand in any way. The February 
Sale is one of the heavy ones. 

SATURDAY FEEDING PROGRAM 

Volunteers - especially men - are need
ed for the Saturday Feeding Program for the 
Homeless. Be in touch with Janet Ernst at 
288-6936 (evenings) if you can lend a hand. 
Saturday's from 1:30 to 3:30pm at the Park 
Avenue Christian Church, 1010 Park Avenue. 

PLEDGE CARDS STILL BEING RECEIVED 

The 1995 Financial Canvass continues 
with 226 pledges totalling $169,965 grate
fully received toward our goal of 250 
pledges and $172,500. Pledge cards are in 
the pews. 
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ORGAN 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
February 12, 1995 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

"Pastorale" 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Franck 

HYMN NO. 731 "Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

Of God, the loving Parent of us all, give us 
the wisdom born of love to see beneath the surface 
of other human lives, the aspiration and struggle, 
the hopes and fears. Give us the discernment to 
sense the burdens that are borne silently - the 
closed doors, the handicaps of life, the hidden 
tragedies and the hidden heroisms. May we look out 
upon our fellows with the eyes of the heart as well 
as with the eyes of the mind; that in grateful re
sponse to Your mercy, we may be endlessly and in
credibly merciful, through Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Savior. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
*** 

ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

"Hear My Prayer, 0 Lord" 
Luke 5: 1 - 11 

Arcadelt 
Page 893 

ANTHEM "For All The Saints" Arr. by Shaw 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 474 "Precious Lord, Take My Hand" 
SERMON "Put Out Your Nets" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 513 "Soldiers of Christ, Arise" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Toccata" Selby 

*** Interval for Ushering 

LAY READER 

We welcome Joan Baisley to the lectern today. A 
native of State College, Pennsylvania, Joan has a BA 
from Penn State and a J.D. from Columbia University. 
Having practiced Law for a number of years in the United 
States as well as in China, she is currently pursuing 
a writing career. Joan, a new member of our church, is 
involved in the "Hounds of Heaven" and is also a Help
line Volunteer. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Torn 
and Margaret O'Hara in celebration of their affiliation 
with "this busy corner of God's Kingdom". 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters today are Jean Laupus and Dana Keane. 
The ushers are Susan Langley, Lori Gale, Karl Newlin, 
John Oates, Jim Perkins and Grace Thomas. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Fran Ellison, Lynn Clarke, Susan Joggorn, Susan 
Langley, Jeanne E. Martini, Dee Schaffield and Mavis Vann. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 
9:30 in Fellowship Hall. Bill Bonwitt is class leader. 


