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"REMEMBER TO SAY THANK YOU" 

INTRODUCTION There you are with nine other lepers. What a terrible disease. 
First the loss of feeling, then the loss of hair, feet, hands, 

nose, eyes. Your own family treats you as some grotesque monster. You live on 
alms given by strangers. From time to time you cry out, "Unclean, unclean" 
in order to warn the unsuspecting. What a dreadful disease this leprosy. 

However, misery loves company and thank God for those fe llovT lepers. Deep 
in your heart you long for the company of whole persons ••• persons who have not 
been so disfigured. But that day is over. You will never hold your wife or your 
children again. You have only the company of other lepers. At least the ten of 
you can band together, comfort one another, even make sad jokes about your sorrow. 

A STRANGER APPROACHES There you are with nine other lepers. You've taken 
up your daily vigil beside the road leading from 

Galilee and Samaria down to Jerusalem. Such an occupation is conducive to day
dreaming. Perhaps a wealthy and generous stranger will one day pass by, and be
stow upon you a princely sum of money. Well, it could happen and it's nice to 
dream. But so much for fanta.sizing,. 

Mea~rhile someone has spotted a stranger approaching. He doesn't look too 
prosperous, though. He is being follm-1ed by some other men. Someone in your 
group recognizes Him. Your friend tells you that He's a famous Rabbi and those 
men with Him are His disciples. Someone else speaks up, 

"I've heard about Him. I hear that He is a 
healer ••• maybe He will help us ••• " 

"It's worth a try" says another in the group and he begins to cry out, 
"Jesus ••• Master, have mercy upon us". Soon the others join in the chorus. "Jesus, 
Master ••• have mercy on us." The Rabbi pauses for a moment on His journey. He 
turns to you and your friends with a caring and compassionate look on His face 
and says simply, 

"Go and show yourselves to the priests. 11 

DEVELOPMENT Under the Old Testament law it was the Temple Priest, and 
not a physician, who alone had the authority to pronounce a 

leper cured. So you and your nine friends dare to "dream the impossible' dream" 
and you make your way to the temple to show yourself to the priests. You 
stQmble only a few paces until the healing power of the Master begins to make 
itself felt. You can scarcely believe that's happening to you. It's too good to 
be true. But it is true. 

You feel new strength in your limbs and those terrible spots and sores are 
disappearing. Now all of you are laughing and cheering. One member of the band 
does a little dance in the middle of the road. You are slapping each other on 
the back and hugging one another ••• you're delirious >·rith joy. Soon the priest 
wo;.,.ld be pronoucing you clean once again. Soon you would be able to rejoin your 
family. You quicken your pace as you make your way toward Jerusalem's temple. 
It .is true - amazingly, miraculously, fantastically true. You are healed! 
The Rabbi has done it. But wait a moment. One of your number is missing. 
Where did he go. And you begin to look around ••• 
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Later on you run in to him at the Temple. His face is shining with a 
radiant glow. "Where did you go? Where have you been ?11 you ask him. And he 
tells his story and you listen. 

"When I saw I was healed I couldn't help myself. I began 
praising God with all my might. And then I remembered 
that I had not said 'thank you' to this Rabbi who had 
healed me and so I ran back to where He was and I fell on 
my face and gave thanks. I was surprised to see a disturbed 
look on His face. I guess He was not use to a Samaritan 
bowing at the feet of a Jew. I heard Him say to His friends, 
'Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found 
to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" 

vJhen your friend walks away you silently bury your face in your hands. "Why 
d idn 1 t I go back?" you ask yourself. 

"Why didn't I go back and say 'thanks' to Him?" 

REFLECTING AND AN ILLUSTRATION Have you ever found yourself in such a 
position? Have you ever forgotten to ex

press that word of thanks? I'm sure you have ••• we all have. And as we approach 
this season of "thanks-giving" it is well for us to be reminded of the .importance 
of saying that word of "thank you" to God and to others who have blessed our 
lives and made a difference •••• helped us around a difficult corner of life. 

The following article appeared in the Houston Chronicle some time back and 
it's worth sharing. Listen carefully ••• 

Mrs. Roy Alvarez didn't have a chance to say 'th!i!.nk you' to you. Of course, 
being a father with seven children of your own - (she remembered your r,emark 
to that effect) - you understand. You know the paralyzing terror that can grip 
a mother - or father - when they see one of their children dying. And Mrs. 
Alvarez saw her son, Roy Alvarez, Jr., aged 10, being swept to his death by a 
vicious riptide at Rollover Pass near Gilchrist on Thursday afternocm. 

The boy who had walked out into the surf was doomed. He can't swim. Then 
a Boy Scout - (Mrs. Alvarez recalls his name was Rudolf and she kissed and 
hugged him) -ran out and grabbed Roy, trying to hold his head above water. But 
the scout was in danger of drowning himself. Then you stepped into the surf, 
fully clothed. You took Roy from the Boy Scout, who, exhausted, began making 
his way back to shore. You held onto Roy when the riptide rolled you both under 
and into the jagged underwater rocks. And you gave him back to his hysterical 
mother and trembling father, who came back to Houston. The last thing they saw 
of you, you were limping along the beach trailing blood. 

Mrs. Alvarez was calmer on Friday. She callediHouston Chronicle and told 
them the story and she said, 

"He was hurt and we didn't even get his name. Will 
you please tell him how grateful we are? Will you 
thank him for us ••• thank him for giving me back my son?" 

Mr. Alvarez wanted to say thank you, but was understandably overwrought 
with emotion. 



- 3 -

Surely that was true of some of these lepers. They would have said 
"thank you", but they were too caught up in the emotion of the moment ••• so only 
one of the ten returned to express his gratitude. The other nine did not find 
favor with Jesus. So, why is it important to take the t.ime to say "thank you"? 
There are some practical lessons here that most of us need to learn. Let me 
offer three thoughts for you to consider. You may agree. Then again, you may 
disagree. But ••• for what they're worth •••• take them along with you. 

SAYING THANK YOU IS A SIGN OF CHARACTER Saying thank you, first of all, is 
a sign of character. None of us 

have much respect for the person who takes and gives little back and who is un
w.illing to even take the time to say "thanks". 

A man was choking on a bone. Immediately he called for a doctor who 
quickly removed it. "What do I owe you" asked the victim. The doctor replied, 
"How about the amount you were ready to pay while the bone was still stuck in 
your throat?" Yes, how quickly and easily we sometimes forget. 

Some of us have knelt before God and rrade all kinds of fantast.ic requests 
in our hour of need ••• some of which have been granted. What kind of people are 
we if we have not been equally as eager to pour out our expressions of gratitude? 

I get tired of these high salaries and million dollar contracts being given 
to our athletes. Many of you may recall the former baseball star pitcher, 
Steve Carlton. Carlton was a fourtime Cy Young Award winner and one day he'll be 
in the Hall of Fame. At one time he was considered by the experts to be base
ball 1 s best pitcher. He was also its highest paid pitcher at over one million 
dollars per year. What is not widely knrnm is that in 1973 after a season in 
which he went 13 wins and 20 losses, Carlton asked the Ph.iladelphia Phillies to 
renegotiate his contract which was a binding long-term contract that could only 
be broken by mutual consent. That's not unusual. Athletes ask to renegotiate 
contracts already signed all the time. The difference is that Steve asked the 
Phillies ballclub to reduce his salary. Now, h<Y..r 1 s that for character. Steve 
Carlton was grateful for the opportunity to play baseball and he expressed his 
gratitude .in a concrete 1•Tay. He did not want to take advantage of the team that 
employed him. Few athletes see it that way. 

Saying thanks is an expression of character. And Jesus prai~e.d the 
Samaritan who came back to say thank you. Remember 1...rhat Jesus said to him, 
''Go ••• your faith has made you well". Jesus appreciated character v.rhen he saw 
it. He sensed that this was a quality human being and he acknowledged that 
quality. Saying thank you, first, is a sign of real character. 

SAYING THANK YOU MAKES US BETTER PEOPLE And conversely, saying thanks 
makes us better people. A little 

ironic perhaps ••• bit I believe it's true. vJe express gratitude because we are 
people of character and saying thanks, in turn, enhances our character. 

Lewis Lawes was famous for the humanitarian reforms he brought about as the 
warden un here at Sing-Sing prison earlier in this century. However, Lawes 
gave much credit to his wife, Kathryn. Apparently Kathryn Lawes treated the 
prisoners as human beings. She would take her three small children and sit with 
them- gangsters, murderers, racketeers and the rest ••• while they played baseball 
and basketball. When people asked her if she 1-ras afraid, she replied, 

"vJe are for the boys and they care for us ••• " 
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. One day she foui?d a b~ind prisoner in utter despair and so she taught him 
Bra1lle and brought 1n Bra1lle books for him to read. She learned sign 
language to talk with a deaf-mute prisoner. 

One Summer day in 1937 Kathryn Lawes was killed in an antomobile accident. 
Next day her body lay in a casket in a house a quarter of a mile outside the 
prison wall. The acting warden found hundreds of prisoners crowded around the 
main gate. He knew v.rhat they wanted and he said to them, "I 1m going to trust 
you, boys •••• you can go to the house." He opened the gate. No count, they 
say, was ever taken. No g~ards were posted. That night every single man re
turned to the prison. 

The acting warden was wise. He knew that those convicts needed some means 
of expressing their appreciation for what Kathryn Lawes had meant to them. And 
they expressed that appreciation not only in paying their respects before her 
casket, but even more so by living up to her trust by returning to their cells 
that Summer evening. Expressing thanks also enhances character. But one 
thing more needs to be lifted up. 

SAYING THANK YOU KEEPS A CHANNEL OF LOVE OPEN 

and to me that is so important. 

Saying thank you helps to 
keep a channel of love open 

When "re take the time to write a thank you note aren't we in effect saying 
not only that we are thankful, but also that, this relationship is important to 
us and we want to keep that relationship alive? Think about it. This is why 
expressing our appreciation to God is so important. Thanksgiving and praise 
are among the most effective means of keeping open the channels of communica
tion, the "wellspring" of a relationship between ourselves and God. 

And of course, the most effective way of expressing our gratitude to God 
is to pass His blessings on to someone else. As someone has said, 

"Gratitude takes three forms: a feeling in the heart, an 
expression in words, and a giving in return •••• " 

I'm fond of this story about a man on vacation with his family at a rented 
cottage on the coast of Maine. On the first day of his vacation, he was out in 
the yard digging a hole. He was putting in a small plant in the earth. As his 
son observed this strenuous work, he asked his father why he was going to such 
effort to plant a plant when this was not even their cottage. They would not 
even be returning the next year. The fzther replied, "Sorrebody will be here". 

w\.fuat kind of a plant is it" the boy asked. His father replied, "Son, it's 
a century plant." "A century plant? You mean it won't bloom for a hundred years?" 
asked the boy. "Not that long" explained his father, "Maybe 20 or 30 years." 
Well the boy was astonished and said to his father, 

"Why in the world would you come out here on this hot 
morning on your vacation in a rented cottage to put out 
a plant that won't even bloom for 20 years?" 

The father paused and looked up at his son and said, 
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"I saw one the other day and realized that someone 20 or 
30 years ago wanted to share it with me. And so he 
planted it for my enjoyment. Some day, I said to myself, 
'I'm going to plant one so that people will enjoy it after 
I'm gone. 1 And that's what I'm doing this morning ••••• " 

CLOSING THOUGHTS How is the best way to say thank you? Hovr do we express 
our gratitude to our parents for the many sacrifices 

they have made along the way in our behalf ••• while they're still with us. We 
tell them we love them, of course. \ve show them respect. But essentially 
the most important step is to be good parents ourselves. 

In other words, we need to pass on what we have received. Thanksgiving 
is less than three weeks away. Make it special. Remember to say thank you -
to God ••• to loved ones ••• to those who have made a difference in your life. 
So, only one returned to express his gratitude to Jesus. One out of ten and 
he's the one we remember today. To Jesus, saying thank you was important. 
A sign of real character. It enhances character. And it keeps the channels 
of love open - with God, with others. The best way to say thank you is to 
pass on what we have received to others. 

"Why didn't I write that thank you note?" "Why didn't I stop and call 
that person?" Friend, it's not too late so do it today. 

PRAYER We have so much for which to be thankful, dear God. Help us to 
remember to stop and say "thank you". For we remember how Jesus 

lifted up the one leper out of ten whom He healed ••• wondering what had happened 
to the other nine. And praising the one who thought to retUrn •. 

0 

Wrestle with each of us, 0 God, in the deep places of our lives. Forgive 
us if we are 'takers' and not 'givers'. Help us in these days to grow in 
the grace of gratitude as Jesus Himself would have us gDOW. In His name we 
pray, Amen 
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"RE11EMBER TO SAY THANK YOU" 

INTRODUCTION There you are with nine other lepers. What a terrible disease. 
First the loss of feeling, then the loss of hair, feet, hands, 

nose, eyes. Your own family treats you as some grotesque monster. You live on 
alms given by strangers. From time to time you cry out, "Unclean, unclean" 
in order to warn the unsuspecting. What a dreadful disease this leprosy. 

However, misery loves company and thank God for those fe llmr lepers. Deep 
in your heart you long for the company of whole persons ••• persons who have not 
been so disfigured. But that day is over. You will never hold your wife or your 
children again. You have only the company of other lepers. At least the ten ef 
you can band together, comfort one another, even make sad jokes about your sorrow. 

A STRANGER APPROACHES There you are with nine other lepers. You've taken 
up your daily vigil beside the road leading from 

Galilee and Samaria down to Jerusalem. Such an occupation is conducive to day
dreaming. Perhaps a wealthy and generous stranger will one day pass by, and be
stow upon you a princely sum of money. Well, it could haopen and it's nice to 
dream. But so much for fanta.sizing .• 

Meanwhile someone has spotted a stranger approaching. He doesn't look too 
prosperous, though. He is being followed by some other men. Someone in your 
group recognizes Him. Your friend tells you that He's a famous Rabbi and those 
men with Him are His disciples. Someone else speaks up, 

"I've heard about Him. I hear that He is a 
healer ••• maybe He will help us ••• " 

"It 's worth a try" says another in the group and he beg ins to cry out, 
"Jesus ••• Master, have mercy upon us". Soon the others join in the chorus. "Jesus, 
Master ••• have mercy on us." The Rabbi pauses for a moment on His journey. He 
turns to you and your friends with a caring and compassionate look on His face 
and says simply, 

"Go and show yourselves to the priests. 11 

DEVELOPMENT Under the Old Testament law it was the Temple Priest, and 
not a physician, who alone had the authority to pronounce a 

leper cured. So you and your nine friends dare to "dream the impossible! dream" 
and you make your way to the temple to show yourself to the priests. You 
stumble only a few paces until the healing power of the Master begins to make 
itself felt. You can scarcely believe that's happening to you. It's too good to 
be true. But it is true. 

You feel new strength in your limbs and those terrible spots and sores are 
disappearing. Now all of you are laughing and cheering. One member of the band 
does a little dance in the middle of the road. You are slapping each other on 
the back and hugging one another ••• you're delirious ~-rith joy. Soon the priest 
wo~ld be pronoucing you clean once again. Soon you would be able to rejoin your 
fa.-·nily. You quicken your pace as you make your way toward Jerusalem's temple. 
It is true - amazingly, miraculously, fantastically true. You are healed! 
The Rabbi has done it. But wait a moment. One of your number is missing. 
Where did he go. And you begin to look around ••• 
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Later on you run in to him at the Temple. His face is shining with a 
radiant glow. "Where did you go? Where have ,you been?" you ask him. And he 
tells his story and you listen. 

"frlhen I saw I was healed I couldn 1 t help myself. I began 
praising God with all my might. And then I remembered 
that I had not said 'thank you' to this Rabbi who had 
healed me and so I ran back to where He was and I fell on 
my face and gave thanks. I was surprised to see a disturbed 
look on. His face. I guess He was not use to a Samaritan 
bowing at the feet of a Jew. I heard Him say to His friends, 
'Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found 
to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" 

1rlhen your friend walks away you silently bury your face in your hands. "Why 
d idn 1 t I go back?" you ask yourself. 

"Why didn't I go back and say 'thanks' to Him?" 

REFLECTING AND AN ILLUSTRATION Have you ever found yourself in such a 
position? Have you ever forgotten to ex

press that word of thanks? I'm sure you have ••• we all have. And as we approach 
this season of "thanks-giving" it is well for us to be reminded of the importance 
of saying that word of "thank ,you" to God and to others who have blessed our 
lives and made a difference •••• helped us around a difficult corner of life. 

The following article appeared in the Houston Chronicle some time back and 
it's ~orth sharing. Listen carefully ••• 

Mrs. Roy Alvarez didn't have a chance to say 'th~nk you' to you. Of course, 
being a father with seven children of your own - (she remembered your r.emark 
to that effect) - you understand. You know the paralyzing terror that can grip 
a mother - or father - when they see one of their children dying. And Mrs. 
Alvarez saw her son, Roy Alvarez, Jr., aged 10, being swept to his death by a 
vicious riptide at Rollover Pass near Gilchrist on Thursday afternoon. 

The boy who had walked out into the surf was doomed. He can't swim. Then 
a Boy Scout - U1rs. Alvarez recalls his name was Rudolf and she kissed and 
hugged him) - ran out and grabbed Roy, trying to hold his head above water. But 
the scout was in danger of drowning himself. Then you stepped into the surf, 
fully clothed. You toek'Roy from the Boy Scout, who, exhausted, began making 
his way back to shore. You held onto Roy when the riptide rolled you both under 

·and into the jagged underwater rocks. And you gave him back to his hysterical 
mother and trembling father, who came back to Houston. The last thing they saw 
of you, you were limping along the beach trailing blood. 

Mrs. Alvarez was calmer on Friday. She called~ Houston Chronicle and told 
them the story and she said, 

"He was hurt and we didn't even get his name. Will 
you please tell hL"!'l how grateful we are? 1rlill you 
thank him for us ••• thank him for giving me back my son?" 

Mr. Alvarez wanted to say thank you, but was understandably overwrought 
with emotion. 
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Surely that was true of some of these lepers. They would have said 
"thank you", but they were too caught up in the emotbn of the moment ••• so only 
one of the ten returned to express his gratitude. The other nine did not find 
favor with Jesus. So, why is it important to take the time to say "thank you"? 
There are some practical lessons here that ~ost of us need to learn. Let me 
offer three thoughts for you to consider. You may agree. Then again, you may 
disagree. But ••• for what they're worth •••• take them along with you. 

SAYING THANK YOU IS A SIGN OF CHARACTER Saying thank you, first of all, is 
a sign of character. None of us 

have much respect for the person who takes and gives little back and who is un-
1..rilling to even take the time to say "thanks". 

A man was choking on a bone. Immediately he called for a doctor who 
quickly removed it. "What do I owe you" asked the victim. The doctor replied, 
"How about the amount you were ready to pay while the bone was still stuck in 
your throat?" Yes, how quickly and easily we sometimes forget. 

Some of us have knelt before God and made all kinds of fantastic requests 
in our hour of need ••• some of which have been granted. ~fuat kind of people are 
ive if we have not been equally as eager to nour out our expressions of gratitude? 

I get tired of these high salaries and million dollar contracts being given 
to our athletes. Many of you may recall the former baseball star pitcher, 
Steve Carlton. Carlton was a fourtime Cy Young Award winner and one day he'll be 
in the Hall of Fame. At one time he was considered by the experts to be base
ball's best pitcher. He was also its highest paid pitcher at over one million 
dollars per year. What is not widely knatm is that in 1973 after a season in 
which he went 13 wins and 20 losses, Carlton asked the Philadelphia Phillies to 
renegotiate his contract which was a binding long-term contract that could only 
be broken by mutual consent. That's not unusual. Athletes ask to renegotiate 
contracts already signed all the time. The difference is that Steve asked the 
Phillies ballclub to reduce his salary. Now, haw's that for cl!iaracter. Steve 
Carlton was grateful for the opportunity to play baseball and he expressed his 
gratitude in a concrete r.ray. He did not want to take advantage of the team that 
employed him. Few athletes see it that way. 

Saying thanks is an expression of character. And Jesus praised the 
Samaritan who. came back to say thank you. Remember 1-vhat Jesus said to him, 
"Go ••• your faith has made you well". Jesus appreciated character when he saw 
it. He sensed that this was a quality human being and he acknowledged that 
quality. Saying thank you, first, is a sign of real character. 

SAYING THANK YOU MAKES US BETTER PEOPLE And conversely, saying thanks 
makes us better people. A little 

ironic perhaps ••• bit I believe it's true. We express gratitude because we are 
people of character and saying thanks, in turn, enhances our ch:aracter. 

Lewis Lawes was famous for the humanitarian reforms he brought about as the 
warden uo here at Sing-Sing prison earlier in this century. However, Lawes 
gave much credit to his wife, Kathryn. Apparently Kathryn Lawes treated the 
prisoners as human beings. She would take her three small children and sit with 
them - gangsters, murderers, racketeers and the rest ••• while they played baseball 
and basketball. 1·Vh.en people asked her if she to~as afraid, she replied, 

"t·Je are for the boys and they care for us ••• " 



---------------------- --

- h -

One day she found a blind prisoner in utter despair and so she taught him 
Braille and brought in Braille books for him to read. She learned sign 
language to talk with a deaf-mute prisoner. 

0ne Summer day in 1937 Kathryn Lawes was killed in an autamobile accident. 
Next day her hody lay in a casket in a house a quarter of a mile outside the 
prison wall. The acting warden found hundreds of prisoners crowded around the 
:nain gate. He knew 1-rhat they •.vanted and he said to them, "I'm going to trust 
you, boys •••• you can go to the house." He opened the gate. No count, they 
say, was ever taken. No guards were posted. That night every single man re
turned to the prison. 

The acting warden was wise. He knew that those convicts needed some means 
of expressing their appreciation for what Kathryn Lawes had meant to them. And 
they expressed that appreciation not only in paying their respects before her 
casket, but even more so by living up to her trust by returning to their cells 
that Summer evening. Expressing thanks also enhances character. But one 
thing more needs to be lifted up. 

SAYTim THANK YOU KEEPS A CHANNEL OF LOVE OPEN 

and to me that is so important. 

Saying thank you helps to 
keep a channel of love open 

When vre take the time to write a thank you note aren't we in effect saying 
not only that 1>1e are thankful, but also that this relationship is important to 
us and we want to keep that relationship alive? Think about it. This is why 
expressing our appreciation to God is so important. Thanksgiving and praise 
are among the most effective means of keeping open the channels of communica
tion, the "wellspring" of a relationship between ourselves and God. 

And of course, the most effective way of expressing our gratitude to God 
is to pass His blessings on to someone else. As someone has said, 

"Gratitude takes three forms: a feeling in the heart, an 
expression in words, and a giving in return •••• " 

I'm fond of this story about a man on vacation with his family at a rented 
cottage on the coast of Maine. On the first day of his vacation, he was out in 
the yard digging a hole. He was putting in a small plant in the earth. As his 
son observed this strenuous work, he asked his father why he was going to such 
effort to plant a plant when this was not even their cottage. They would not 
even be returning the next year. The fzther replied, "Sorrebody will be here". 

8 lNhat kind of a plant is it" the boy asked. His father replied, "Son, it's 
a century plant." "A century plant? You mean it won't bloom for a hundred years?" 
asked the boy. "Not that long" explained his father, "Haybe 20 or 30 years." 
Well the boy was astonished ar~ said to his father, 

"'tJhy in the world would you come out here on this hot 
morning on your vacation in a rented cottage to put out 
a plant that won't even bloom for 20 years?" 

The father paused and looked up at his son and said, 
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"I saw one the other day and realized that someone 20 or 
30 years ago wanted to share it with me. And so he 
planted it for my enjoyment. Some day, I said to myself, 
'I'm going to plant one so that people will enjoy it after 
I'm gone.' And that's what I'm doing this morning •••• •" 

CLOSING THOUGHTS How is the best wav to say thank you? Hmr do we express 
our gratitude to our parents for the many sacrifices 

they have made along the way in our behalf ••• while they're still with us. We 
tell them we love them, of course. '.'le show them respect. But essentially' 
the most important step is to be good parents ourselves. 

In other words, we need to pass on what we have received. Thanksgiving 
is less than three weeks away. r.-rake i · special. Remember to say thank you -
to God ••• to loved ones ••• to those who have made a difference in your life. 
So, only one returned to express his gratitude to Jesus. One out of ten and 
he's the one we remember today. To Jesus, saying thank you was important. 
A sign of real character. It enhances character. And it keeps the channels 
of love open -with God, with others. The best way to say thank you is to 
pass on what we have received to others. 

"Why didn't I write that thank you note?" "Why didn't I stop and call 
that person?" Friend, it's not too late so do it today. 

PRAYER 'vole have so much for which to be thankful, dear God. Help us to 
remember to stop and say "thank you". For we remember how Jesus 

lifted up the one leper out of ten whom He healed ••• wondering what had happened 
to the other nine. And praising the one who thought to retrirn •. 

'tlrestle \·lith each of us, 0 God, in the deep places of our lives. Forgive 
us if we are 'takers' and not 'givers'. Help us in these days to grow in 
the grace of grat:l.tuda as Jesus Himself T.Vould have us gnow. In His name we 
pray, Amen 
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INTRODUCTION There .JOU are with :1ine other lepers. ~Vha t a terrible disease. 
First the loss of feeling, then the loss of hair, feet, hands, 

nose, eyes. Your o-wn family· treats you as some grotesoue monster. You live on 
alms given by strangers. From time to time you cry out, "Unclean, unclean" 
in order to warn the unsuspecting. '.·lhat a dreadful disease this leprosy. 

However, misery loves company and thank God for those fell~r lepers. Deep 
in your heart you long for the company of whole persons ••• persons who have not 
been so disfigured. But that day is over. You 1-rill never hold your "tTife or .rour 
children again. You have only the company of other lepers. At least the ten of 
,you can band together, comfort one another, even make sad jokes about your sorrow. 

A S~~GER APPROACHES There you are· with nine other lepers. You've taken 
up your daily vigil beside the road leading from 

Galilee and Samaria down to Jerusalem. Such an occu~ation is conducive to day
dreaming. Perhaps a 'tTealthy and generous stranger will one day pass by, and be
stow upon you a princely sum of money. Well, it could haopen and it's nice to 
dream. 

Meanwhile someone has spotted a stranger approachL~g. He doesn't look too 
prosperous, though. He is being followed by some other men. Someone in your 
group recognizes Him. Your friend tells you that He's a famous Rabbi and those 
men With Him are His disciples. Someone else speaks up, 

"I've heard about Him. I hear that He is a 
healer ••• maybe· He will help us ••• " 

"It's worth a tryl' says another in the group and he begins to cry out, 
"Jesus ••• Master, have t!lercy upon us". Soon the others join in the chorus. "Jesus, 
'1-f.aster ••• have mercy on us.'' The Rabbi pauses for a moment on His journey. He 
turns to you and your friends with a caring and compassionate look on ~is face 
and says simply, 

"Go and show yourselves to the priests." 

DEVELOPMENT Under the Old Testament law it was the Temple ?riest, and 
not a physician, who alone had the authority to pronounce a 

leper cured. ,So you and your nine friends dare to "dream the impossible· dream',' 
and you make your way to the temple to show yourself to the priests. You 
stumble only a few paces until the healing power of the Master begins to make 
itself felt. You can scarcely believe that's happenL~g to .you. It's too good to 
be true. But it is true. 

You feel new strength in your limbs and those terrible spots and sores are 
.:iisappearing. Now all of you are laughing and cheerL"lg. One member of the band 
does a little dance in the middle of the road. You are slapping each other on 
the back and hudding one another ••• you're delirious c·rith joy-. Soon the priest 
wo:.:.l.d be pronoucing y-ou clean once again. Soen you would be able to rejoin your 
f~~ily. You quicken your pace as you make your TNaY toward Jerusalem's te~ple. 
It is true -amazingly, miraculously, fantastically true. You are healed~ 
The Rabbi has done it. But T..rait a moment. One of your number is miss:L~g. 
TNhere did he go. And you begin to look around ••• 
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Later on you run in to him at the Temple. His face is shining >vith a 
radiant glow. rrr,fuere did you go? 'dhere have you been?" you ask h bn. And he 
tells his story and you listen. 

11~ofuen I saw I ·t~as healed I couldn't help :nyse lf. I began 
praising God Nith all my might. And then I remembered 
that I had not said 'thank you' to this Rabbi Nho had 
healed me and so I ran back to 'N'here He was and I fell on 
my face and gave thanks. I was surprised to see a disturbed 
look on His face. I guess He was not use to a Samaritan 
bowing at the feet of a Jew. I heard Him say to His friends, 
,.t'lere not ten cleansed? 'tlhere are the nine? ',vas no one found 
to return and give praise to God exceot this foreigner?" 

'rlhen your friend walks away you silently bury your face in your hands. "~ofuy 
d idn 1 t I go back?" you ask yourself. 

"rtlhy didn't I go back and say 1 thanks' to HL"Tl?" 

REFLECTING AND AN ILLUSTRATIO~ Have you ever found yourself in such a 
position? Have you ever forgotten to ex

-press that word of thanks? I'm sure you have ••• we all have. And as we approach 
this season of "thanks-giving" it is i-Tell for us to be reminded of the L'rnportance 
of saying that word of "thank you11 to God and to others who have blessed our 
lives and made a difference. 

The following article appeared in the Houston Chronicle some time back and 
it's "tJ"orth sharing. Listen carefully ••• 

Mrs. Roy Alvarez didn't have a chance to say 'thnk you' to you. Of course, 
being a father with seven children of your own - (she remembered your remark 
to that effect) - you understand. You know the paralyzing terror that can grip 
a mother - or father - when they see one of their children dying. And Mrs. 
Alvarez saw her son, Roy Alvarez, Jr., aged 10, being swept to his death by a 
vicious riptide at Rollover Pass near Gilchrist on Thursday afternoon. 

The boy who had walked out into the surf ~as doomed. He can't swL~. Then 
a Boy- Scout - (r~rs. Alvarez recalls his name was Rudolf and she kissed and 
hugged hL~) - ran out and grabbed Roy, trying to ~old his head above water. But 
the scout was in danger of drowning hL~self. Then you stepped in~o the surf, 
fully clothed. You toek Roy from the Boy Scout, who, exhausted, began making 
his way back to shore. You held onto Roy when the riptide rolled you both under 
and into the jagged underwater rocks. And you gave hLTTt back to his hysterical 
mother and trembling father, who came back to Houston. The last thing they saw 
of you, you were limping along the beach trailing blood. 

Mrs. Alvarez was calmer on Friday. She called' Houston Chronicle and told 
them the story and she said, 

"He was hurt and we didn't even get his name. 'dill 
you pleased tell hL"'!! how grateful •..re are? '.Vill you 
thank him for us ••• thank him for giving me back my son?" 

Mr. Alvarez "Nanted to say thank you, but was understandablT overNrought 
with emotion. 
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Surely that was true of some of these lepers. They r,.vould have said 
"thank youn, but thev 'N"ere too caught up in the emoti:m of the moment ••• so only 
one of the ten returned to express his gratitude. The other nine did not find 
favor with Jesus. So, why is it L>nportant to take the time to say ''thank youn? 
There are some practical lessons here that most of us need. to learn. Let me 
offer three thoughts for you to consider. You may agree. Then agaL,, you may 
disagree • 

. SAYDTG THANK YOU IS A SIGN OF CHARACTER Saying thank you, first of all, is 
a sign of character. :ione of us 

ha1re much respect for the person who takes and gives little back and who is un
:-rilling to even take the time to say "thanks". 

A man was choking on a bone. Immediately he called for a doctor who 
quicklY' removed it. IITrfuat do I owe :rou11 asked the victim. The doctor replied, 
"How about the amount you were ready to pay while the bone 'N"as still stuck in 
your throat?n Yes, how quickly and easily we sometimes forget. 

Some of us have knelt before God and made all kinds of fantastic requests 
in our hour of need ••• s8me of which have been granted. ~fuat kind of people are 
;.;e if we have not been equally as eager to nour out our expressions of gratitude? 

I can tired of these high salaries and million dollar contracts being given 
to our athletes. Many of :you may recall the former baseball star pitcher, 
Steve Carlton. Carlton was a fourtime Cy Young Award winner and one day he'll be 
in the Hall of Fame. At one time he was cons ide red by the experts to be base
ball's best pitcher. He was alsa its highest paid pitcher at over one million 
dollars per _year. 1tJhat is not widely known is that in 1973 after a season in 
which he went 13 wins and 20 losses, Carlton asked the Philadelphia Phillies to 
renegotiate his contract which was a bi.:1ding long-tern contract that could only 
be broken by mutual consent. That's not unusual. Athletes ask to renegotiate 
contracts already signed all the time. The difference is that Steve asked the 
Phillies ballclub to reduce his salary. Now, ho-,.;'s that for chracter. Steve 
Carlton was grateful for the opportunity to play baseball and he expressed his 
gratitude in a concrete ~ay. He did not want to take advantage of the team that 
employed him. Few athletes see it that way. 

Saying thanks is an expression of character. And Jesus praised the 
Samaritan 'N'ho came back to say thank you. Remember c·Tha t Jesus said to him, 
"Go ••• your faith has made you 7Nell11 • Jesus appreciated character when he saw 
it. He sensed that this was a quality human heing and he acknowledged that 
quality. Saying thank you, first, is a sign of real character. 

SAYING THANK '!'CU MAKES US BETTER PEOPLE 

i.ronic perhaps ••• bit I believe it 1s true. 
people of character and saying thanks, in 

And conversely, saying thanks 
makes us better people. A little 

vie express gratitude 'cecause :.;e are 
turn, enhances our ch:aracter. 

Lewis Lawes was famous for the humanitarian reforms he brought about as the 
~..rarden uo here at Sing-Sing prison earlier in this century-. However, Lawes 
~ave much credit to his wife, Kathryn. Apparently Kathryn Lawes treated the 
~risoners as human beings. She r,.vould take her three small children and sit with 
them -gangsters, murderers, racketeers and the rest ••• while they played baseball 
and basketball. ''lnen people asked her if she ;.ras afraid, she ::-eplied, 

w,.re are for the boy·s and they care for us ••• " 
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One day she found a blind prisoner in utter despair and so she taught him 
3raille and ~rough0 ~n Braille books for hL~ to read. She learned sign 
language to talk '"i th a rleaf-mute prisoner. 

'ine Summer day in 1937 Kathryn Lartles 1tlas killed in an autcmobile accident. 
Hext cay her hody lav in a casket in a house a cuarter of a mile outside the 
prison r,.;all. The acting ·..rarden found hundreds of prisoners crO'"tlded around the 
:r.ain gate. He knew ;,~hat they cvanted and he said to them, "I'm going to trust 
Tou, boys •••• you can go to the house." He opened the gate. No count, they 
say, ,.;as ever taken. No guars were posted. That night every single man re
turned to the prison. 

The acting warden was wise. ~e knew that those convicts needed some means 
of expressing their appreciation fer '.rhat Kathryn Lawes had meant to them. And 
they expressed that appreciation not only in paying their respects before her 
casket, but even more so by living up to her trust by returning to their cells 
that Summer evening. Expressing thanks also enhances character. But one 
thing more needs to be lifted up. 

SAYTim THANK YOU KEEPS A CHANNEL OF LOVE OPEN 

and to me that is so important. 

Saying thank you helps to 
keep a channel of love open 

'..Jhen ;.re take the time to write a thank you note aren't we in effect saying 
not cnl.y that ,.,e are thankful, but also that this relationship is imoortant to 
us and we want to keep that relationship alive? Think about it. This is why 
expressing our appreciation to God is so important. Thanksgiving and praise 
are among the most effective means of keeping open the channels of communica
tion, the "wellspring" of a relationship bei7..reen ourselves and God. 

And of course, the most effective way of expressing our gratitude to God 
is to pass His blessings on to someone else. As someone has said, 

"Gratitude takes three forms: a feeling in the heart, an 
expression in 'nerds, and a giving in return •••• " 

I'm fond of this stor:r about a man on vacation c-rith his family at a rented 
cottage on the coast of Maine. On the first day of his rffication, he was out in 
the yard digging a hole. He ~.;as puttL.-,g in a small plant in the earth. As his 
son observed this strenuous work, he asked his father ilihy he was going to such 
effort to plant a plant r,.;he,n this was not even their cottage. The;y would not 
even be 'returning the next year. The fzther !'eplied, "Sorrebody will be there." 

;1'~Nhat kind of a plant is it11 the bo;y asked. His father replied, "Son, it's 
a century plant." "A century plant? You men it ':von 't bloom for a hundred years?" 
asked the boy. "t~ot that. long" explained his father, "~1a.ybe 20 or 30 years." 
'lie 11 the bo:r ,.,as astonished and said to his fa ther, 

'":my in the ~..rorld would you come out here on this hot 
morning on your vacation in a rented cottage to put out 
a plant that won't even bloom for 20 years?" 

Tne father paused and looked up at his sen and said, 
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"I saw one the other day and realized that someone 20 or 
30 y·ears ago ,.,anted to share it r..;ith me. And so. he 
planted it for my enjoyment. Some day, I said to myself, 
'I'm going t.o plant one so that people r..rill enjoy i.t after 
I'm gone.' And that's what :::'m doing this morning ••••• " 

CLOSING T'"rlOUGI-ITS Hart~ is tr.e best r.;av to say thank you·? Hmr do we expi 
our gratitude to our :Jarents for the many sacrifices 

they have nade along the v;ay in our behalf ••• while they're still with us. '-'. 
tell them we ~ove them, of course. :!e shm.; them respect. But essentially 
the most important step is to be good parents ourselves. 

In other words, we need to pass on what we have received. Thanksgivine 
is less than three '..reeks away. ~~fake is special. Remember to say thank you 
to God ••• to loved ones ••• to those who have made a difference in your life. 
So, only one returned to express his gratitude to Jesus. One out of ten anc 
he's the one we remember today. To Jesus, saying thank you was important. 
A sign of real character. It enhances character. And it keeps the channels 
of love open - with God, '••ith others. The best way to say thank you is to 
pass on rNhat we have received to others. 

"Why didn't I write that thank you note?" "~my didn't I stop and call 
that person?" Friend, it's not too late so do it today. 

PRAYER We have so much for which to be thankful, dear God. Help us tc 
remember to stop and say "thank you". For we remember how Jesu 

lifted up the one leper out of ten whom ~e healed ••• wondering what had happe 
to the other nine. In the spirit of the ~faster and the Healer of all, 
we pray. Amen. 



VISITORS: Sunday, November 3, 1991 

Weather: Chilly, Sunny. 55 degrees. 

Attendance: 149 adults and 40 children. Total: 189 

1990: 175 1983: 171 1976: 
1989: 152 1982: 223 1975: 
1988: 148 1981: 165 1974: 
1987: 165 1980: 165 1973: 
1986: 159 1979: 191 1972: 
1985: 189 1978: 185 1971: 
1984: 172 1977: 143 1970: 

1. OT Miss Ethel Johnson: 1380 Bosworth Place 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 
Telephone: NL 

Out of town letter. Guest of Ruth Frame. 

2. IT Ms. Sandra Morse: 55 East End Avenue, #lOK 
New York, New York 10028 
Telephone: 517-9458 

144 
157 
162 
126 
161 
151 
130 

Pink card. Letter. 5 year old son, Dwight with her. 
Son's last name is Richardson. 

3. IT Ms. Michele Winslow: 319 West 48th Street, #515 
New York, New York 10036 
Telephone: NL 

Pink card. Letter. 2nd visit. October 27, 1991. 
Guest of Michael Hajek. Red hair. 

4. IT Ms. Diane Cooper: 1700 York Avenue 
New York, New York 10128 
Telephone: 876-3024 

Pink card. Letter. Coffee hour. Knew some of our member 
from another connection. Resembled Nancy Paton. (PC) . 

5. IT Ms. Fern Tess Tishrnan: 200 East 78th Street 
New York, New York 10021 
Telephone: Unlisted 

Pink card. Letter. Coffee hour. 

6. OT Mrs. Rose Marie McKinney: 2109 Summit Drive 
Nashville, Tenn. 37218 

Mother of T.A. McKinney. Mrs. Ethel Beeman with her. 

( I 



BACK AGAIN: 

1. Mr. and Mrs. Antonio Kho 
2. T. A. McKinney 
3. Elizabeth Jensen 
4. Mark and Mary Ellen Kris 
5. Mrs. Liotta and Nic 
6. Veronica Boutte 
7. Evelyn Thayer 
8. Ann Pearl Gary 
9. Paula Burnette 

10. Mrs. Puciariello ($50 gift) 
11. Shelly Roper 
12. Janet Helin 
13. Chris Williams 
14. Jonathan Goodman 
15. Hetty and Michael Joyce 
16. Lillie Klein 
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PASTCRAL PRAYER: ~fovember. W.l' 1991 

GH. .. o\CIOUS LORD and FATHER of us all, as ·..;e come together this day- in .,.,orship 
and fellowship, we pray that ·..-e 7':'a"f be instruments Ln. Your hands. 

- :':J alleviate some of the heart.ache, some af the pain, 
some of the tears and sorrows in this world. 

- As we - in the soirit of Christ - try to :-eturn good for 
evil, !'eturn the soft answer of caring f'or sharp 
criticism. 

'H1l:S:i .-JE ARE m1PTED, 0 GOD - as we so often are - to make critical or harsh 
judgement., 

- Keep us from s-peaking the barbed words that hurt and stab. 
- Keeo us sweet inside that ·~ can be gentle with others, 

gentle in the things we say and kind and loving in 
what we do. 

- Keep us from unkind words and unkind silences. 

- Help each one of us to change the spiritual climate of our 
homes, of our families, of our community-, and 
ulti.Inately of the world. Yes, 

- I.:1 gentleness and in love, shov us how to check our hasty 
answers, our sh.n,:> resncnses - that we can simply 
short circuit some of the bitterness, some of 
the unkindness that poisons the soirit, 
shrivels the soul, and ruL'1s the beauty of a dar. 

3IESS EACH JN.E OF US, 0 G'-OD, every day as we try to live as Christian uten 
and ',J'O.'llen. 

- >/here we ars inclined to '::;e satisfied ;;ith ourselves as w-e are, 
'i'S want You to ::1a.ke 11s ;.;illinp; to be chaneed ••• 
and changed for the better. 

- Jive us a :nare sincere kL11d of faith - adventurous, liveable, 
str~ng - not just :~r ~ ~ovember Sunday, but the 
kind of faith t.~at ·,;~ can use on M~nday and 4ednesday 
and right through the week. 

- Insoire us, n God, to carry into the everfdayness of our lives 
all that to which ·..~e aspire. To c;;.rrj" into every day 
of this week before us the things that ;.;e value and 
feel and see so clearly in this hour of ~orship. 

':AY OUR FAITH h.?.ve feet and hands, a voice and a heart •••• that we may 
minister to others in the snirit of HL~ ;.;hom we call Lord. 

- And mav the Good News ~e profess this hour be seen in our faces, 
that it r.~y ~ seen ,and felt by others in their 
lives. 

- All this we ask in the rbme and loving s::>irit ~)f Christ, our Lord. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sunday, November 10, 1991 

VISITORS / GREETTim 

A. A word of welcome to the visitors ••• pleased you're here and 
~-ve hope 11e 1 ll have the opportunity to greet you ••• either at 
the door as you depart, or downstairs at the coffee hour ••• 
which today is "in honor" of all of our new friends of recent 
weeks. 

B. The coffee hour is a good place to "get started" in our church. 
:,J'arm, easy ••• rela..."'<:ed ••• no speeches ••• be free in the sharing of 
your name ••• sign a visitor card, fill out a line in the guest 
book ••• join us L'1 1forship. Come, work with us in the outreach 
concerns of our church. 

C. The roots of this church are deep ••• doing the Lord's work here 
since 1837. Minister in th~ name of Christ ••• it is in His 
loving spirit. 

D. !1embers: wear name tags at the coffee hour. t·1ake a point of 
going out of your way to make some new friends. 

PARISH CONCERNS 

A. Parish concerns are listea in the bullBtin. Review them on 
your own noting that meetings scheduled for this ;.reek: Outreach 
on Tuesday. Education Committee on Thursday. Also, remember the 
weekly study and spiritual growth opportunities: "Hounds" on 
Tuesday at 6:30. Aldersgate Class: Wednesday at 7:30. Adult 
Bible Class on a Sunday morning at 9:30. 

B. The Church Fair approaches •• oless than 2 weeks away. It's one 
of the major events of the year •• oand we hope you'll be a part 
of it ••• happy time, too. Fair proceeds go out to the community, 
support about 10 different concerns and agencies. Be sure to 
give your ;'?air11 share ••• time ••• energy ••• donation. 

C. Our Financial Canvass "peaks11 next Sunday. It's moving along 
nicely and here to bring you ap to date, our church treasurer, 
John Moore ••• also a vice-chair (along with Jim Perkins) of the 
Financial Canvass. Let's hear from John as to how 'Ke're doing. 

OFFERING 

A. Jesus said: "It is more blessed to give than to receive". In 
this spirit, let us worship God "..rith our morning offering. 



A.NNOUNCEJvr..ENTS: Sunday, November lO, 1991 

1JISITORS I GREETDJG 

A. A word of ':-relcome to the visitors ••• pleased you're here and 
He hope He' 11 have the opportunity to greet you ••• either at 
the door as you depart, or downstairs at the coffee hour ••• 
which today is "in honor" of all of our new friends of recent 
weeks. 

B. The coffee hour is a good place to "get started" in our church. 
\Jarm, easy ••• rela..."'<:ed ••• no speeches ••• be free in the sharing of 
your name ••• sign a visitor card, fill out a line in the guest 
hook ••• join us in 1-rorship. Come, work with us in the outreach 
concerns of our church. 

C. The roots of this church are deep ••• doing the Lord 1 s work here 
since 1837. Minister in the rBme of Christ ••• it is in His 
lo·.ring spirit. 

D. Hembers: wear name tags at the coffee hour. Hake a point of 
going out of your way to make some new friends. 

PARISH CONCERNS 

A. Parish concerns are listea in the bulletin. Review them on 
your awn noting that meetings sched:.1led for this week: Outreach 
on Tuesday. Education Committee on Thursday. Also, remember the 
weekly study and spiritual growth opportunities: "Hounds" on 
Tuesday at 6:30. Aldersgate Class: Wednesday at 7:30. Adult 
Bible Class on a Sunday morning at 9:30. 

B. The Church Fair approaches ••• less than 2 weeks away. It's one 
of the major events of the year •• oand we hope you'll be a part 
of it ••• happy time, too. Fair proceeds go out to the community, 
support about 10 different concerns and agencies. Be sure to 

, give your "?air11 share ••• time ••• energy ••• donation. 

c. Our Financial Canvass "peaks" next Sunday. It's moving along 
nicely and here to bring you up to date, our church treasurer, 
John Moore ••• also a vice-chair (along with Jim Perkins) of the 
Financial Canvass. Let's hear from John as to how we're doing. 

OFFERING 

A. Jesus said: 11 It is more blessed to give than to receive". In 
this spirit, let us worship God with our morning offering. 


