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"ROLL CALL" 

INTRODUCTION A few years ago a group of Christians from this country 
were visiting wartorn Nicaragua. While there, a young man 

in this group was killed by the Contras. The group from our country was left 
confused and full of questions. On the very next Sunday a Memor.ial Service 
was held to celebrate the life of this young man. From the altar, the priest 
offered those familiar words, "The peace of the Lord be with you", and people 
from the congregation, Nicaraguan people, began to embrace the Americans and 
say, "Paz" or "peace" (in English). These people who had suffered in so many 
ways were passing the peace of Christ. 

During the Communion service that followed there was a pause. The congre
gation was silent. The ~ilence was broken as someone called out a name and in 
one voice everyone responded, "Presente!" During the service at least twenty 
names were called out and each time there was this same response, "Presente". 
The pastor from this country who was leading the group of American Christians 
did not understand what was happening until he heard the name of Oscar Romero, 
and then he realized that all the names were those of persons who had died "in 
the faith". From that moment on he, too, jo.ined in shouting, "Presente t" 

"Presente 111 is used by school children to answer roll call. At the Lord's 
Table the word "presente" means "in our midst", or "present with us". Shouting 
"presente" in the worship service was a way of proclaiming the reality of the 
communion of the saints. And although the persons named had all died their 
presence and their influence was still being felt. 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY Last Monday was All Saints Day and today is All Saints 
Sunday. As we come together, we remember those persons 

who have influenced our faith development and whose presence is still felt in 
our lives even though they now "rest from their labors". You could say that 
All Saints Sunday is the church Memorial Day; it's a time to pause and to 
remember and to give thanks to God for those who have died "in the faith". 

And with this in mind, go with me now to a mountain where Jesus is speak-
ing and teaching. He begins with a list of Beatitudes. To me, these Beat-i'tades" . 
form a picture of the life of a saint. Let's consider three of the more difficult 
of these Beatitudes to see if you and I might one day qua.lif,y. 

TRUSTING GOD First-off, saints are persons who live their lives trusting 
nothing other than God. "Blessed are the poor in spirit" 

said Jesus, "For theirs is the Kingdom of heaven". 

Now Jesus here is not extolling the virtues of poverty. l1a.ny of us can 
probably identif,y with the couple who said they saved money by going over their 
household budget every single night. Someone asked them, "and just how does 
that save you money?" They responded to the friend who asked them ••• 

11Well ••• by' the time we make sense of our situation, it's 
usually too late to go out and spend aeything ••• •" 

Jesus is not extolling the virtues of poverty, but rather the virtues or 
faith in God. God is our ultimate source of security-. Put that dovm as point 
one, but let me say more. 
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1.-le often think tha. t if we have enough money, or enough land, or enough in 
the way of "possessions", that we will be in control of our lives. That we 
will be protected. That we will have securit~r. Not so. People who experienced 
the floods in the Midwest this summer know that control is an illusion. Ask 
the people of Southern California who experienced those terrible fires of recent 
weeks. They know that in this world there is no security. There are times when 
only a bit of faith in God is going to pull us through. I like that line I came 
across this Smrun.er, "There are those who have money and there are those who are 
rich" ••• rich in terms of th.ings like a strong faith. 

A young minister wr.ites about the most devastating event of his life, the 
death of his mother. At first his mother complained of pain in her side. The 
pain did not go away. Off to the doctors but nothing could be found. A few 
weeks later a CAT scan revealed that her entire colon and liver were covered 
with cancer. Four months later his mother died with her entire family gathered 
around the bed as she breathed her last. 

Her son l-Trote that his mother was a beautiful person because of her deep 
faith in God and her commitment to her family. He said that she never complained 
about her pain or about her life being cut-short at the age of 49. Throughout 
her suffering, his mother -vmuld say, "I thank God for my family and for my life". 
Even though she was diagnosed with terminal cancer his mother radiated her joy 
that comes from placing her total trust in God. 

Each morning her husband would say to her, "This is the day the Lord has 
made", and courageously she would respond, "Let us rejoice and be glad in itl" 

SUBMITTING THEIR WILL TO GOD Living life and trusting none other than 
God. Saint-lik..e faith is what I call it. 

But moving on, saints are persons who submit their will to the will of God. 
Put that down as point nW!lber two. Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek for they 
will inherit the earth". Now in the original Greek, "meek" as I recall, meant 
literally "tamed" or the "broken" as a wild horse is broken. A wild horse is 
of no use to anyone, but a "meek" or a "gentled" horse can carry a child. 

Meekness, as Jesus brings it into play here, is a matter of submission to 
the will of God. Submission is something some of us are not very good at, 
something that makes us feel uncomfortable. It runs against the "grain" so to 
speak. Perhaps we need to grow up a bit and mature. 

It's a bit like the story of the first grader who appeared terribly upset 
when he came to the office of the principal and requested to use his telephone. 
Imagine a first grader doing this and so the principal asked, "Can I help you 
with something?" The little boy explained, 

"Well, yesterday I forgot my sweater at school and this 
morning my mother told me not to come home without it. 
I can't find it a~mere and I want to call her and ask 
her where she wants me to go ••••• " 

For many of us life is apt to be one long battle for control. First, with 
our parents, then with our teachers, then with our employers ••• and even with our
selves. That's the humbling effect of a bad habit and God knows we have them. 
We discover we can't even control ourselves. And we have on~ one hope and that 
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is to yeild to God's control. When we are able to do that, we can rest assured 
that God will take care of us. 

William Hinson of Houston's First Methodist Church recalls the time when 
his kids were younger and one child's pet died. He says that he practiced 
"replacement therapy". In other words, when one pet died it was replaced by 
another pet. One time his youngest daughter's cat died. Together they went 
to find another pet. Cathy selected a tiny peekapoo puppy. And when they got 
home, Dr. Hinson agreed to build a dog house for the new pet. He recalls, 

"The only kind of dog I knew very much about was a really 
large big bird dog, so when I got around to building the 
new dog house, I built a very large house ••• .in fact it was 
too large" • 

The size of the new doghouse apparent~ frightened the little peekapoo 
puppy. No matter what they' did th.is little dog would not go near the dog 
nouse. They would put his food in there, and the dog would go hungry. They 
would put water in there and the dog would not drink. Dr. Hinson admitted, 

"In exasperation I would shove him in and I would hold ~ 
hands over the door, but the very minute I would move, 
he would run out ••• unbelievably frightened." 

Nothing seemed to work. The little dog would not go into his dog house no 
matter what they did to entice him. In disgust, Dr. Hinson went inside and sat 
down in the den while Cathy stood outside crying over her father's growing 
impatience and the refusal of.this little dog to cooperate. 

After a while Cathy got down on her hands and knees and crawled into the 
dog house herself. When she crawled inte:~t~~-:Some_thrilg-'WOnderful happened. 
Yes, the little puppy trotted right in--beside her and stretched out on the dog
house floor. Before long the dog was taking a nap. All the shoa.dows now stood 
still for him and all the little fears were taken out of the darlmess because 
the one whom he loved and trusted had preceded him into that dark and frightening 
place. It no longer caused him fear. 

A lovely story with a bit or a lesson for us. I believe we can surrender 
our "untamed" wills to God's will knowing that God loves us. And wherever He 
leads us, He will be with us. We don't have to enter any dark houses all alone. 
Saints trust in God and in God alone.- And second, saints submit their 
wills to God's will. And finally, the last point. 

STAND FIRM IN FAITH Saints are ordinary people who, no matter what happens 
to them, somehow manage to stand firm in faith. 

I'm sure that Jesus knew as He addressed His disciples that day on the 
mountain side that the time would come when His followers would be persecuted 
for believing in Him. He knew that living the kind of life that He was out
lining to them would be difficult, that there woulQ be some tough and difficult 
days for them. And so in His final Beatitude, He was warning His followers 
that the Christian life is sometimes difficult and demanding, but hold on. 

"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on My account ••• " 
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When those things happen and they're bound to happen at one time or another, 
He says, 

"Rejoice and be glad, for great is your reward in heaven1" 

Down through the ages there have been saints who have suffered because of 
their Christian convictions. They took the unpopular stands. But they remained 
strong in the faith. They did not waver in the face of adversity. Such persons 
are examples for us. They endured. Cheerful when it was difficult to be 
cheerful and patient when it was difficult to be patient, and pushed on when 
they probably wanted to stand still, and silent when they wanted to talk. They 
offer us a measure of hope. 

Margaret Helminski tells us how when she was seven that her grandmother 
gave her a tiny cross on a gold chain to wear. "Never forget what this cross 
means" were the words of her grandmother as she fastened the cross carefully 
around seven year old Margaret's neck. 

Margaret says that over the year the cross became such a part of her, 
like the freckle on her left cheek which when she looked at herself in the 
mirror she would not even see. As a graduate student in psychology in her ear~ 
twenties, she took a job tU:wing at a xchool for emotionalJ3' disturbed children. 
Suddenly surrounded by ch.ildren who expressed their displeasure by kicking, 
biting and screaming, she was a bit terrified, she said, though determined not 
to let it shCJtor. 

On her first night there, the head counsellor said that three of the boys 
had asked to escort her to dinner. Alone1 How would she handle it if all 
three decided to act at once ••• she might be in some danger. She says she 
swallowed hard and walked with her charges to the Dining Hall. She desperately . -~ .. 
needed the job and so she fought back the panic. 

They were passing through the cafeteria line and fights and tantrums were 
erupting all around them. Fortunately none of the boys exhibited any kind of 
behavioral outburst. They made their way to a table in the center of the busy 
cafeteria and the boys took their seats. Margaret picked up her fork and 
was about to take the first bite when she noticed that all three boys were 
staring intently at her. 

"What's the matter?" she quietly asked. "Aren't you going 
to ask a blessing?" asked eight year old Peter. "I didn't 
think I was supposed to" she responded. "This is a state 
school, isn't it?" 

"Yes" said David, his blue eyes brimming, "But you're 1-J"earing 
a cross" Her grandmother's words surged to the surface of 
her memory. "Never forget what this cross meansll her grand
mother had once said to her. 

~~lle thought that meant something" said Roman, clearly dis
appointed. "It does and thank you for reminding me" said 
Margaret as she bowed her head, no longer afraid ••• 

Margaret writes that she learned something that day about sainthood. 
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CLOSING We've all bel' n privileged to know some saints along the way. 
Some of them are now with God in the land of light and love. 

They were no perfect, but they measured up to these three criteria that I've 
been talking about. Trusting. Submitting. Standing firm in the faith. 
They have blessed your life and ~ life. And on this All Saints Day Sunday, 
I would like to say one thing in their behalf. We remember them. We salute 
them. Their spirit is "present" 

PRAYER 0 God, ue thank You far the lives through which the light of Your 
love and Your presence has come into our world and into our 

lives. Help us to learn from them as we know them more and more. In the 
quiet places of our lives, we ment.ion some of them by name - parents, loved 
ones, brothers and sisters •••• friends, teachers. Their names shine like 
stars in the dark firmament. When we are discouraged, remind us of the race 
they once ran and how they ran it well. So may we follow in their train, and 
know that the race is TJ.Torth the running. Help us to run it well. In the 
name and spirit of Christ, >..re now ask this. Amen. 



Take the f rst step 
Invite someone to church on Marathon Sunday, Nov. 14. 

'··:·· . -.. -... . . . ·- . -
·' 

Sunday, November 14, marks the running of two New 
York Marathons. One is a grueling 26 miles, 385 yards 
long. The other marathon takes exactly one step. Yours. 

Because November 14 is Marathon Sunday at Park 
Avenue United Methodist Church. And all you have to 
do to enter is invite someone to Church that Sunday. You 
take the first step and the rest is all downhill. Bring a 
friend, a neighbor, whoever you happen to run into. 
Right this moment someone out there is just waiting for 
that friendly push, that extra word of encouragement. 
And you just might be surprised to find the human race 
is in better shape than you think. 

To help jog your memory, Hebrews 12:1 reminds us, 
"Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us, looking to jesus." 

So remember Marathon Sunday and get on your 
mark, get set, and go ahead, take that first seep and invite 
someone to Church. See you at the finish line November 
14 at 11:00 A.M.! 



ANTHEM: "For All These Mercies" 

"For all these mercies we will sing 
Eternal praise to heav'ns high King" 

ANTHEM: "Kyrie Eleison" 

"Lord have mercy upon us. Christ have 
mercy upon us." 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 

you to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are 
held on Sunday morning at 9:30 in the down
stairs Choir Room (rear of the Russell Room). 
Now's a good time to join as we come to 
the Thanksgiving Season. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick up your copy of the 
November issue of~our monthly news sheet 
"A Word In Edgeways". Copies are by the 
door in the narthex as well as on the 
table in the Russell Room. 

HANDEL'S MESSIAH 

The Oratorio Society of New York under 
the direction of Lyndon Woodside will pre
sent Handel's Messiah at Carnegie Hall on 
Monday evening, December 20th at 8 pm. 
Their is quite a demand for tickets and 
orders should be put in early. Karen 

w 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Today we are celebrating the baptism of 
Andrew Hans Little, infant son of Cory and Brett 
Little. Andrew was born on July 14th, 1993 at 
Lenox Hill Hospital. 

TODAY'S COFFEE HOUR 

Today's coffee hour is in honor of recent 
new friends of the church. We invite you to 
"come on down" and get to know us better. It's 
a special time with no speeches and no talks ... 
just a bit of "old fashion" friendliness in this 
big and busy place most of us call home. 

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN" 

The "Hounds of Heaven" meet on Tuesday 
evening at 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall. William 
Safire's book, The First Disident, is now being 
read. Jim Brock and Ted Locke are the class 
leaders. All are welcome. 

ALDERSGATE CLASS 

The Aldersgate Class meets on Wednesday 
evening at 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. Duane 
Thompson is leading the class in a study of the 
book, You Are What You Believe, by John Killinger. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Education Committee will meet on Thursday 
evening at 7:30 pm in the Russell Room. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morn
ing at 9:30 in Fellowship Hall. The class is 
now studying the Gospel of Luke. Duane Thompson 
is class leader. Coffee and doughnuts are 

v 



CHURCH FAIR 

The Church Fair is coming to town on 
Saturday, November 20th. Call either Wayne 
Wiebe (201/798-5836) or Jane Chaney (718/ 
515-9028) to find out how you may partici
pate, to ask any questions or to simply 
make a donation to a good cause. Please 
come and give us the joy of your presence 
as well as the income from your Christmas 
purchases. 

Talk to Dee Schaffield (410-3811) 
about the "Promise Tree". Call Tracy 
Thornblade at (586-8596) if you have any 
white elephants you'd like to send over. 
Tom and Suzanne DeBow (879-1934) will 
welcome your donations of new toys or 
used toys in good condition. Be sure to 
pitch in with your "Fair" share. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS ON SALE 

Christmas cards are available at the 
coffee hours from now through early December. 
Place an order with Stacey Staaterman. She 
will be at the table in the front of the 
Russell Room. All orders must be prepaid, 
and remember there's no sales tax. 

NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN 

The date is December 12th and persons 
interested in strengthening a tie with the 
church this Fall are invited to be in touch 
with Mr. Clarke as soon as possible. 

"TAKING A CARING STEP UP" 

This is that time of the year when 
Churches across our land pause to consider 
their financial needs for the coming year. 

The proposed operating budget of our 
Church for 1994 has been carefully prepared 

by the Finance Committee. It has been sent 
out to the members and friends of the Church 
and is now being thoughtfully reviewed. We 
hope you will want to have a share in helping 
us meet our financial goals for 1994. 

One week from today - November the 
14th - is Dedication Sunday. That's the Sun
day when we indicate through the presentation 
of a pledge card what our personal share of 
next year's pledge goal will be. 

Present today to lift up the financial 
canvass is Dan Boone, chairperson of our 
Finance Committee. He will speak at the time 
of our parish concerns and encourage you to 
"Take A Caring Step Up". 

Pledge cards are in the pews today and 
copies of the 1994 budget are available in 
the narthex. If you would like to have a 
copy, ask one of the ushers for one. 

Already we have received 81 pledges 
totalling $75,273 toward our goal of 
$165,000 and 250 pledges. We're off to a 
good start. Many thanks. Stay tuned. We'll 
let you know each Sunday how we're doing. 
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
November 7, 1993 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Prelude and Fugue in E Minor" 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 711 "For All the Saints" 
APOSTLES' CREED 
GLORIA PATRI 

*** 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

*** 
SCRIPTURE 
PARISH CONCERNS 

Matthew 5: 1 - 12 

Bach 

No. 881 
No. 71 
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ANTHEM "For All These Mercies" Handel 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 710 "Faith of Our Fathers" 
SERMON "Roll Call" Mr. Clarke 
PRAYER 
ANTHEM 

*** 
"Kyrie Eleison" 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Invitation 
The Great Thanksgiving (Page 9) 
The Sanctus 
The Lord's Prayer 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Taking of the Cup 
The Prayer of Resolution 

HYNM NO. 160 "Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "We Believe in One God" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Mozart 

Bach 

A ROSE ON THE ALTAR 

The rose on the altar today is in celebration of 
the birth of Nolan Clifford Paige, infant son of Jacque 
and Edward Paige. Nolan was born on Tuesday, November 
2nd, 1993 at NYU Hospital, weighing 7 lbs and 11 oz. 

LAY READER 

We welcome Dee Downing Schaffield to the lectern 
today. Dee grew up in Glen Head, Long Island and 
graduated from Guilford College in Greensboro, NC. She 
is a residential real estate broker with the Corcoran 
Group. Here in the church she is Co-Chairperson of the 
Membership Committee, the Administrative Council and 
is an active "Hound of Heaven". 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given in loving 
memory of Carolyn Laupus, mother of Jean Laupus. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters are Charlotte Haims and Howard DaCosta. 
The ushers are Susan Langley, Sandra Chauncey, Susan 
Joggom, Jim Perkins, Al and Grace Thomas and Michael Vann. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Jane Chaney, Margaret DaCosta, Janet Jacobson, 
Dana Keane, Natividad Miranda, Linda Quinn, Jennifer 
Levin and Ela Acuesta. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor. 




