
11ROCM AT THE '.lro11'TOM11 

TEXT: "You know the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great men exercise authority over them. It 
shall not be so among you; but whosoever would be 
great among you must be your servant". 

(Matthew 20: 24-25) 

INTRODUCTION One of the sleaziest and most repulsive characters ever to 
force his oily way through the pages of a book is SammY Glick, 

the central subject in Budd Schulberg' s novel, tVhat Hakes Sanrrny Run. His aim 
is to reach the top in the movie industry. To this abn he subordinates and 
manipulates everything else in life. Up, up, up he climbs because - as a friend 
put it - "He has a genius for looking out for Number One". Sannny runs and runs 
without let-up because he is filled and pulled by corrosive ambition. 

And I suspect the disgust we feel for Sammy Glick grows out of the fact 
that he p~rtrays the worst in our grubbing, clutching, acquisitive society. 
Sammy ~-o'l:fs -Op~lY after what we inwardly pursue. 

JESUS FOUND SOr~ OF THIS AMONG HIS DISCIPLES Jesus found some of this 
among His disciples. Unfortunately 

He discovered it just after the solemn announcement that death awaited Him in 
Jerusalem. In Matthew's account the incident was triggered by the mother of 
James and John who pressed in upon Jesus seeking a favor for her boys. As the 
record pas it, 

"The mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to Him with 
her sons and kneeling before Him, she asked Him for some
thing". What she was asking was this, "Command that these 
two sons of mine may sit, one at your right hand and one 
at your left hand, in your Kingdom •• •" 

The other disciples were somewhat indignant when they heard this. In fact, 
this little maneuver of James and John touched off a major flap among the twelve. 
The ten were angry not because they themselves were clean and pure, tut because 
they had been "one-upped" ••• "out-foxed". Jesus put an end to their agitation 
and settled the issue quickly and decisively with words that we need to hear 
from time to time. Yes, He said •• • 

"You know the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great men exercue authority over them. It shall not be so 
among you; but whosoever would be great among you must be your 
servant". 

In the world, the goal is domination. In the Kingdom of God, it is service, 
.service alone that counts! 

DEVELOPMENT In the light of these v.rords of Jesus, the Sammy Glick in all of us 
stands condemned. In our society it 1s the cut-throat scramble for 

maximum self-advancement that both ruins and rules life. If it's money, we want 
the most. If it's title, we want the best. If it's power, we want the broadest. 
We want to measure a person in our culture by the service he commands, by the 
people he controls, by the wealth he acquires. ~ve keep driving for the top, 
turning our friends and fellow-men into competitors enroute. 



- 2 -

And Jesus stands there within our ulcer-ridden madness telling us that 
there is room at the bottom for the full unfolding of our humanity in the role 
of servant. 

"It shall not be so among you, but whosoever 
would be great among you must be your servant". 

SERVANT CONCEPT This phrase "servant of the Lord" comes to us out of the Old 
Testament where we find it had different meanings. Sometimes 

it referred to an individual, sometimes to a remnant, and sometimes to the 
whole people of Israel. 

But whatever the particular application in a given instance, it is clear 
that when God calls a people He calls them not to the enjoyment of privilege 
or position, but to the exercise of the role of servant in His name. 

And St. Paul understood this, .for in his Second Letter to the Corinthians, 
he said, 

"For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, with~ourselves as your servants for the saJe of Jesus" 

Periodically, we would do well to remember this word when we consider our 
own individual ministry within the larger framev-rork of the body of Christ. 
There's hardly a limit to what can happen in this or in any congregation if we 
have a sufficient number of persons who are totally indifferent to title, to 
position, to praise, to credit. A lot of "kingdom-building" can get done if 
you don't have to worry about who's going to get all the credit. Stroking 
bruised and fragile egos takes time and energy in any Church. And tragic, 
indeed, is the number of worthy concerns that have floundered on the rocks 
because people could not subordinate their personal desire to have contra+, to 
have power, to rule and regulate and dominate ••• and to receive praise in the 
interest of the larger good. Praise the Lord that it's not a problem in this 
Church! 

When we consider the role or mission of the Church in the world it's well 
for us to remember the "servant" concept here, too. The Church is not here to 
exact tribute from the world -whether the tribute of obedience, or respect, or 
money, or legal favors - but to be a servant of the world. It would not be 
inappropriate for us to affix a sign over the central doorway of the Church that 
bore the words, "Servant's Entrance" - for basically this is what we are called 
to be when we are called as the people of Godo 

GANDHI AND SCHWEITZER The two great examples of the servant role in the 20th 
century would be Gandhi and Albert Sch\-Te i tzer. The in

triguing thing about Gandhi was that he was basically unpurchaseable. The 
British - time and again - sought to reduce the fervor of his words by offering 
him one office or another, but Gandhi refused. He was not interested in title, 
in wealth, in acclamation or praise. And with a loincloth and a bamboo stick 
this frail, little man brought the British Empire to its knees and freed his 
people from outside domination. 

Schweitzer's theology will long be debated and disputed, but what cannot be 
debated or disputed or lost in ar~ way is the power of the servant life that he 
lived in the midst of a rapacious world. At the heart of all that he wrote and 
said was the belief that he had been sent into this world by God to be a servant. 
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He gave us the term "direct human service". His life 1 s faith surfaces in a book 
of his sermons called Reverence for Life. In it, he says: 

"Let the good you do - in gratitude - match the benefits 
you have received. Balance the books inside of you, and 
see if you are paying in full the amount you owe to unknown 
men and to fate itself. 

Have you been helped when you were ill? Then knm1 that you 
have to do something for someone sick. Has someone offered 
you a loan in time of need? If you know someone in similar 
straits, assist him in gratitude for the help you have re
ceived. Have you turned up some1..ffiere as a stranger and been 
given hospitality? Now you must do the same for a stranger. 
Has someone gmne on an errand for you or stood up for you? 
In return, serve someone else in like mannero" 

"Has a person helped you·by giving you the right teaching to 
achieve something worthwhile? Look around an~ see if there 
isntt someone in equal need of you. Have you been given 
without charge something for which you usual~ have to pay? 
Give something for which you would normally expect payment. 
Has someone taken time for you which he could hardly afford 
to give? This obligates you to take time for another, even 
if you are overworked. This is what you must do all of your 
life, in things both great and small. Don't talk about ito 
It is an item in a ledger only you can or should see - and 
it's nobody else's business. On~ be sure that the balance 
sheet is correct." 

There 1 s some meat for thought! "Balance the books inside of you ••• see if you are 
paying in full the amount you owe to unknown men •••• be sure the balance sheet is 
correct." 

In the daily round in which you and I operate, a society which is fundamentally 
geared to the press for the top, there are ways in which •••• if we are sensitive 
to the needs of others, we c&~ pause and perform the servant's role. There's 
lots of room for the servant role if we can learn to be conscious of the manscape 
we see every day. 

SERVANT ROLE Let me take· this a step or t\.10 farther. Harvey Cox in his book, 
The Secular Citz,·reminded us not to try to import into the city 

the amiability of the rural town. He made a case for the fact that people in 
cities are entitled to their privacy. lihat may be a viable and accepted way of 
meeting people in a small mid-western town may not be appropriate in New York. 
But, there is a difference between loneliness and solitude. Tillich speaks to it 
in a moving and helpful way when he says, 

"Language has created the word loneliness to express the 
pain of being alone •••• and the word solitude to express 
ttte glory of being alone". 

SOUL WEATHER We've all seen and heard the helicopter flying up and down the 
East River Drive gathering traffic inforraa tion for the motorists 

who want to know something about driving conditions - which lanes are open, where 

r 

. ' 
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"Reach out and touch somebody's hand. Make this world a better place." 

the breakdowns are, where to anticipate trouble ••• delays ••• and difficulties. 

More than once i.n my imaginA.tion, I have thought how good it would be if 
in addition to this helpful service we were provided with an overview of what 
the "soul weather" in our city might be like on a given day. Along with the 
information regarding traffic tie-ups on the high-vrays, we might receive word of 
the tie-ups of mind and heart that 1ve encounter. Perhaps the report would go 
something like this: 

"This is Neal Bush in Helicopter 490 reporting to you 
from over the East River at 79th Street. Heading south. 

Fred Benson of the firm Benson, Rogers and Carlson just 
came off the drive. Bear with him. Things haven't been 
going well business-wise and family-wise for him for some 
time. Due to a fracas at hone last night, he'll be tense 
today. Surly at lunch •.. Treat with patience. Wife and 
children holding up well, but a word of encouragement in 
their direction might help to lift a depressed spiri to 

Susan Thompson and friend just came through the Tunnel at 
34th Street ••• heading north on the FDR, center lane. Susan, 
mid-twenties, will be fog-bound today, both in class room 
and out. Carries a burden on her heart. Mother died a 
year ago today, having to work out arrangements to put 
father into nursing home. Treat with kindness, tenderness. 

Suggest you give some latitude to nurse Jane Nelson over 
at NY Hospital today. She is coming over the Queensborough 
59th Street bridge right now in her Vw. Anticipate a short 
fuse. Voice likely to be terse. Feelings of distress 
have put her on edge. Meet with understanding. Behind on 
car payment. Broken off with boy friend. 

Look for a little storm center at Leo's Restaurant for 
waitress Perkins who works there. She has been torn apart 
with great anguish because her 16 year old son -vras picked 
up on a charge of drug possession. Her father - widowed -
lives with them. Drinking too much lately. War like 
atmosphere in home. Don't b1bov-r her horn. Short fuse. Stay 
near ••• don 1t tailgate. Respect her feelings. 

Warning to everyone having business downtmm today at the 
Stage Registration Office. Clerk Harrison at Window Seven 
has low capacity for ans-.rering routine questions today. 11ust 
enter hospital next Thursday for tests. If fired on, don't 
lire back. Anticipate inner stress, tension, turmoil. Don't 
be in a hurry. Listen to her." 

CLOSING There are many people who are hurting with whom we come in touch with 
each day. Perhaps you're one of them. "Non-ministrari sed 

ministra:te" is the way it was put in Latin. Not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister. The world - points upr.rard and says, "There's room at the top - cone., 
sieze it." Jesus stands in the midst of that world and quietly reminds us, 
"There's room at the bottom - come, serve" - in my name. For "whosoever would be 
great among you must be your servant". 
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"The Kingdoms of the earth go by 
In purple and in gold; 

They rise, they flourish, and they die, 
And all their tale is told. 

One Kingdom only is Divine, 
One banner triumphs still, 

Its King a servant, and its sign -
A gibget on a hill". 

PRAYER 0 God and Master of us all, help us to put into practice in our daily 
1 lives these things that we believ in our better moments and think so 

sincerely and so seriously. And as we now prepare to leave and go our 
separate ways, help us so to live ·that we may be more nearly measured by the 
character of our Lord and Master, Jesus, who carne among us not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister. Amen 



NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
July 24, 1983 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Choral in E Major" Franck 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 297 "The Church's One Foundation" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

Help us, 0 Lord, who c l aim to be Christians. 
Teach us our responsibilities to You and to others 
in this world. Save us from l oving religion in
stead of You. Take fire and burn away our hypocrisy. 
Take water and wash away the blood that we cause to 
shed. Take sunlight and dry the tears of those we 
have hurt. Take love and plant it in our hearts, 
that peace and joy may be made real for all people 
everywhere. For we ask these things in the name 
and spirit of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER "The Lord Is My Light" 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

*** 
SOLO "Sweet Little Jesus Boy!" 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

Mark 10: 35 - 45 

No. 563 
No. 558 
No. 740 

McGemsey 
Page 878 

SOLO "I Will Sing New Songs of Gladness" Dvorak 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 224 "Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine" 
SERMON "Room At the Bottom" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 233 "Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Salvation Now Is Come to Earth" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Bach 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given in l1 
and gratitude for life's many blessings by Alice, 
W. Bud Brown of Atlanta, Georgia . 

TODAY Is MUSIC 

We welcome Michael D. Reed to the organ canso 
today in the absence of Lyndon Woodside. We a l so 
welcome Bobbie Heron, a member of our church and 
choir, as the soloist for today's service . 

USHERS 

The ushers today are Richard Stanford, Wayne 
Atwell , Russell Flagg, Rod Hoover, Frank High, 
David Kilbride, Alan Register and Mark Wyrick . 

AN INVITATION 

Punch and cookies will be served in the Russe 
Room following the service . All are invited to s 
in these moments of warmth made possible for us t 
by Peggy Carey, Norma D'Ambrosio and Lynda Kenny. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Cl ass meets on Sunday morning 
9:30 in Fellowship Hall. Coffee is available and 
friends are always most welcome to join the class 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

During July and August, sessions of Church S 
are available for younger children as well as Nur 
care for infants and toddlers. These informal se 
are held on the fourth floor of the church buildi 
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11ROOM AT THE 'JS'(!Y.llTOM" 

TEXT: "You knov1 the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great men exercise authority over them. It 
shall not be so among you; but whosoever would be 
great among you must be your servant". 

(Matthew 20: 24-25) 

INTRODUCTION One of the sleaziest and most repulsive characters ever to 
force his oily way through the pages of a book is SammY Glick, 

the central subject in Budd Schulberg's novel, What Makes Sammy Run. His aim 
is to reach the top in the movie industry. To this aim he subordinates and 
manipulates everything else in life. Up, up, up he climbs because - as a friend 
put it - "He has a genius for looking out for Number One" • Sammy runs and runs 
without let-up because he is filled and pulled by corrosive ambition. 

And I suspect the disgust we feel for Sammy Glick grows out of the fact 
that he portrays the worst in our grubbing, clutching, acquisitive society. 
Sammy openly goes after what we inwardly pursue. 

JESUS FOUND SOME OF THIS AMONG HIS DISCIPLES Jesus found some of this 
among His disciples. Unfortunately 

He discovered it just after the solemn announcement that death awaited Him in 
Jerusalem. In Matthew's account the incident was triggered by the mother of 
James and John who pressed in upon Jesus seeking a favor for her boys. As the 
record pas it, 

"The mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to Him with 
her sons and kneeling before Him, she asked Him for some
thing". What she was asking was this, "Command that these 
two sons of mine may sit, one at your right hand and one 
at your left hand, in your Kingdom •• •" 

The other disciples were somewhat indignant when they heard this. In fact, 
this little maneuver of James and John touched off a major flap among the twelve. 
The ten were angry not because they themselves were clean and pure, but because 
they had been "one-upped" ••• "out-foxed". Jesus put an end to their agitation 
and settled the issue quickly and decisively with words that we need to hear 
from time to time. Yes, He said ••• 

"You know the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great men exerc~e authority over them. It shall not be so 
among you; but whosoever would be great among you must be your 
servant". 

In the world, the goal is domination. In the Kingdom of God, it is service, 
service alone that counts! 

DEVELOPMENT In the light of these words of Jesus, the Sammy Glick in all of us 
stands condemned. In our society it's the cut-throat scramble for 

ma.x:i.mum self-advancement that both ruins and rules life. If it's money, we want 
the most. If it's title, we want the best. If it's power, we want the broadest. 
We want to measure a person in our culture by the service he commands, by the 
people he controls, by the wealth he acquires. We keep driving for the top, 
turning our friends and fellow-men into competitors enroute. 
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And Jesus stands there within our ulcer-ridden madness telling us that 
there is room at the bottom for the full unfolding of our humanity in the role 
of servant. 

"It shall not be so among you, but whosoever 
would be great among you must be your servant". 

SERVANT CONCEPT This phrase "servant of the Lord" comes to us out of the Old 
Testament where we find it had different meanings. Sometimes 

it referred to an individual, sometimes to a remnant, and sometimes to the 
whole people of Israel. 

But whatever the particular application in a given instance, it is clear 
that when God calls a people He calls them not to the enjoyment of privilege 
or position, but to the exercise of the role of servant in His name. 

And St. Paul understood this, for in his Second Letter to the Corinthians, 
he said, 

"For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, with.:'ourselves as your servants for the sa~ of Jesus" 

Periodically, we would do well to remember this word when we consider our 
own individual ministry within the larger framework of the body of Christ. 
There's hardly a limit to what can happen in this or in any congregation if we 
have a sufficient number of persons who are totally indifferent to title, to 
position, to praise, to credit. A lot of "kingdom-building" can get done if 
you don't have to worry about who's going to get all the credit. Stroking 
bruised and fragile egos takes time and energy in any Church. And tragic, 
indeed, is the number of worthy concerns that have floundered on the rocks 
because people could not subordinate their personal desire to have contrb~, to 
have power)to rule and regulate and dominate ••• and to receive praise in the 
interest of the larger good. Praise the Lord that it's not a problem in this 
Churcht 

When we consider the role or mission of the Church in the world it's well 
for us to remember the "servant" concept here, too. The Church is not here to 
exact tribute from the world - whether the tribute of obedience, or respect, or 
money, or legal favors - but to be a servant of the world. It would not be 
inappropriate for us to affix a sign over the central doorway of the Church that 
bore the words, "Servant's Entrance" - for basically this is what we are called 
to be when we are called as the people of God. 

GANDHI AND SCHWEITZER The two great examples of the servant role in the 20th 
century would be Gandhi and Albert Schweitzer. The in

triguing thing about Gandhi was that he was basically unpurchaseable. The 
British - time and again - sought to reduce the fervor of his words by offering 
him one office or another, but Gandhi refused. He was not interested in title, 
in wealth, in acclamation or praise. And with a loincloth and a bamboo stick 
this frail, little man brought the British Empire to its knees and freed his 
people from outside domination. 

Schweitzer's theology will long be debated and disputed, but what cannot be 
debated or disputed or lost in any way is the power of the servant life that he 
lived in the midst of a rapacious world. At the heart of all that he wrote and 
said was the belief that he had been sent into this world by God to be a servant. 
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He gave us the term "direct human service". His life 1 s faith surfaces in a book 
of his sermons called Reverence for Life. In it, he says: 

"Let the good you do - in gratitude - match the benefits 
you have received. Balance the books inside of you, and 
see if you are paying in full the amount you owe to unknown 
men and to fate itself. 

Have you been helped when you were ill? Then know that you 
have to do something for someone sick. Has someone offered 
you a loan in time of need? If you know someone in similar 
straits, assist him in gratitude for the help you have re
ceived. Have you turned up somewhere as a stranger and been 
given hospitality? Now you must do the same for a stranger. 
Has someone glime on an errand for you or stood up for you? 
In return, serve someone else in like manner." 

"Has a person helped you by giving you the right teaching to 
achieve something worthwhile? Look around and see if there 
isntt someone in equal need of you. Have you been given 
without charge something for which you usual~ have to pay? 
Give something for which you would normally expect payment. 
Has someone taken time for you which he could hardly afford 
to give? This obligates you to take time for another, even 
if you are overworked. This is what you must do all of your 
life, in things both great and small. Don't talk about it. 
It is an item in a ledger only you can or should see - and 
it's nobody else's business. On~ be sure that the balance 
sheet is correct." 

There's some meat for thought! 11Balance the books inside of you ••• see if you are 
paying in full the amount you owe to unknown men •••• be sure the balance sheet is 
correct." 

In the dai~ round in which you and I operate, a society which is fundamental~ 
geared to the press for the top, there are ways in which •••• if we are sensitive 
to the needs of others, we can pause and perform the servant's role. There's 
lots of room for the servant role if we can learn to be conscious of the manscape 
we see every day. 

SERVANT ROLE Let me take this a step or UTo farther. Harvey Cox in his book, 
The Secular City, reminded us not to try to import into the city 

the amil.ibility of the rural town. He made a case for the fact that people in 
cities are entitled to their privacy. What may be a viable and accepted way of 
meeting people in a small mid-western town may not be appropriate in New York. 
But, there is a difference between lonel·iness and solitude. Tillich speaks to it 
in a moving and helpful way when he says, 

"Language has created the 1iTOrd loneliness to express the 
pain of being alone •••• and the word solitude to express 
tfie glory of being alone". 

SOUL WEATHER We've all seen and heard the helicopter flying up and down the 
East River Drive gathering traffic information for the motorists 

who vTant to know something about driving conditions - which lanes are open, where 
,. 
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the breakdowns are, where to anticipate trouble ••• delays ••• and difficulties. 

More than once in my imagination, I have thought how good it would be if 
in addition to this helpful service we were provided with an overview of what 
the "soul weather" in our city might be like on a given day. Along with the 
information regarding traffic tie-ups on the highways, we might receive word of 
the tie-ups of mind and heart that we encounter. Perhaps the report would go 
something like this: 

"This is Neal Bush in Helicopter 490 reporting to you 
from over the East River at 79th Street. Heading south. 

Fred Benson of the firm Benson, Rogers and Carlson just 
came off the drive. Bear with him. Things haven't been 
going well business-wise and family-wise for him for some 
time. Due to a fracas at home last night, he'll be tense 
today. Surly at lunch. Treat with patience. Wife and 
children holding up well, but a word of encouragement in 
their direction might help to lift a depressed spirit. 

Susan Thompson and friend just came through the Tunnel at 
34th Street ••• heading north on the FDR, center lane. Susan, 
mid-t1v-enties, will be fog-bound today, both in class room 
and out. Carries a burden on her heart. Mother died a 
year ago today, having to work out arrangements to put 
father into nursing home. Treat with kindness, tenderness. 

Suggest you give some latitude to nurse Jane Nelson over 
at NY Hospital today. She is coming over the Queensborough 
59th Street bridge right now in her VW. Anticipate a short 
fuse. Voice likely to be terse. Feelings of distress 
have put her on edge. Meet with understanding. Behind on 
car payment. Broken off with boy friend. 

Look for a little storm center at Leo's Restaurant for 
waitress Perkins who works there. She has been torn apart 
with great anguish because her 16 year old son was picked 
up on a charge of drug possession. Her father - H'idowed -
lives with them. Drinking too much lately. War like 
atmosphere in home. Don't bmow her horn. Short fuse. Stay 
near ••• don't tailgate. Respect her feelings. 

Warning to everyone having business downtmm today at the 
Stage Registration Office. Clerk Harrison at Window Seven 
has low capacity for answering routine questions today. Must 
enter hospital next Thursday for tests. If fired on, don't 
<fi'ire back. Anticipate inner stress, tension, turmoil. Don't 
be in a hurry. Listen to her." 

CLOSING There are many people who are hurting with whom we come in touch with 
each day. Perhaps you're one of them. "Non-ministrari sed 

ministrate 11 is the way it was put in La tin. Not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister. The world - points up1...rard and says, "There's room at the top - come, 
sieze it." Jesus stands in the midst of that world and quietly reminds us, 
"There's room at the bottom- come, serve"- in my name. For "whosoever would be 
great among you must be your servant". 
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"The Kingdoms of the earth go by 
In purple and in gold; 

They rise, they flourish, and they die, 
And all their tale is told. 

One Kingdom only is Divine, 
One banner triuJ11Phs still, 

Its King a servant, and its sign -
A gibget on a hill". 

PRAYER 0 God and Master of us all, help us to put into practice in our daily 
1 lives these things that we believ in our better moments and think so 

sincerely and so seriously. And as we now prepare to leave and go our 
separate ways, help us so to live that we may be more nearly measured by the 
character of our Lord and Master, Jesus, who carne among us not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister. Amen 


