
11 SEEKHJG IlmER PEACE" 

INTRODUCTION Golfers in the congregation who believe in prayer may re-
call somethi.ng that took place in the deciding round of 

play of the 1983 US Open. Larry Nelson was tied for first place when his ap
proach shot to the 16th green left him sixty-two feet from the hole. His fans 
groaned. In the world of golf, sinking a sixty-two foot putt is about as 
likely as a hole-in-one. In baseball, that's roughly the distance from the 
pitcher's mound to home plate. He paused before the putt for a long moment. 
Then he raised his head, sized up the terrain and stroked the ball. 

It rolled downhill for a spe 11, then up an incline, down, up another and 
then gently curved, "ker-plunk" - into the hole!. Some called it the "shot of 
the year". Anyr.vay, bolstered by his magnificent putt, Larry Nelson went on to 
win the tournament, his first victory follm-rinp; a tvro-year slump. 

One of the reporters lvho interviewed him asked him if he had done any 
praying during the match, especially before that fateful putt. "Yes 11 answered 
Larry Nelson who is a Christian. n:rJere you pra,ring you 1 d make that shot? 11 

asked the reporter. nNo 11 he said. "':Jha t Here you praying for then?" inquired t 
reporter. Larry Nelson's answer shonln speak to all of us. He simply replied 
"Peace 11 • "I vias praying for inner peace. 11 

DEVELOPMENT Is there anyone in this sanctuary this morning who has at some 
time in his or her life not offered up a similar prayer? 

Mark T;,.ra in once commented that, 

11 
•••• from his cradle to his grave a man never does a 
single thing which has any first and foremost object 
save one - to secure peace of mind - spiritual com
fort for himself • 11 

t1ark 1wain may have been overstating the case but the truth of the rna tter is 
that our hearts do long to be at peace - peace with our neighbors, peace with 
ourselves and peace with God. 

And the Good News for this Fifth Sunday in Lent, Passion Sunday, comes to 
us from St. Paul, chapter five, verse one of his Letter to the Romans. 

"Therefore, since -v1e are justified by faith, we 
have peace Hith God through our Lord, Jesus 
Christ". 

Paul goes on to say to us in the verses that follmr that even in the midst of 
suffering and misfortune we can have this peace. Even though we are undeserving 
of it, '1!8 can h::tve this peace because of the deep mystery of what took place on 
Good Friday on the cross of Calvary. Seeking inner peace is our theme today. 

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE Now a v10rd of caution should be spoken at this 
point. There is a decided difference between the 

peace that Christ brings to us and smug "self-satisfaction". There are times 
tvhen a Christic:tn must be agitated. There are occasions whe.n strong feelings 
are justified in order to avoid moral flabbiness • 

.... ·1" 
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The Samaritan woman whom Jesus met at the 1vell aL Sychar whom we talked 
about in the sermon two weeks ago probably ha.d a lo1-1· opinion of herself ••• of 
her own worth. Apparently she had a problem and was missing something in her 
life. Maybe it went back to her earLy years, a poor relationship with her 
father. Anyway, we don't know about her situation, but ~1e do know that in 
order to give love you must have experienced love. Hhat a startling thing it 
must have been to her to have this Jewish rabbi show some interest in such a 
one as she. She could not know that He would show such interest that one day 
He vwuld die on a cruel cross in order to bring her and others like her into 
a right relationship with God. 

"Why, one will hardly die for a righteous mail" wrote St. 
Paul incredulously, "though perhaps for a good man one 
will dare even to die. But God shows His love for us in 
that while He 1-;ere yet sinners Christ died for us. 11 

BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER Hho kn01vs, there may be some one r;erson in the 
congregation today whose life is nearly "out of 

control" because of the lack of self-acceptance and self-esteem. To that 
person I would like to say something like this: 

"Are you denying your 'God-given' dignity and doing 
things you never dreamed you would do because somehow 
you feel you don't measure up ••• umvorthy, unloved, un
acceptable ?11 

My friend, remember there is a man on the cross who says to you that you are 
worth dying for. And so St. Paul wrote, 

"Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have 
peace with God ••• through our Lord, Jesus Christ." 

And if we do not have that peace then we shall lose energy worrying about the 
wrong things. If we do not have that peace, we db a lot of foolish things be
cause of our feelings of unworthiness. No wonder that before he sank that 62 
foot putt that Larry Nelson prayed for peace. fe 1-;ould do He 11 to do the same. 

HOLY WEEK APPROACHES Holy ~veek dratvs near and once again, the greatest 
drama of our human his tory 111ill claim our attention. 

The Christ 1-;hom He shall be thinking about in these coming days made great 
demands on people; no hesitation in asking for a total commitment from those who 
professed belief in Him. As vTe focus our attention on the cross and· the great 
love that God must have for each of us, doubt and bitterness and anxiety melt 
away. As the human and the ditrine join together in that Good Frida~ scene, 
may we feel God's peace and redeeming love at work. He loves us. l'he cross 
says it all. In the deep mystery of Good Friday, may He hear that messageo 

Pfi.AYER Our hearts are restless until they find their perfect rest in Thee, 
dear God. May we experience that peace that passes all human 

understanding here lt.his hour ••• in the bread and the cup. Visi.t our sick with 
the nuiet assurance of Your care. Encircle the bereaved ~•ith Your warm, 
he'lline presence. The race is short, 0 God, even at its longest and we would 
run it 'Tell, ahmys to Your giory. In the name and spirit of Christ, we pray. 
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Let's face it, we all find it difficult to heed the words of Jesus tucked 
3.Way there in Hat thew, chapter six. 

" •••• don't be anxious about your life, 1-Jhat you shall eat, 
or what you shall drink, nor about your body, what you 
shall put on •••• your Heavenly Father knows you need them 
all." 

:le all knm-1 that needless worry is destructive and that B5:i of the things we 
ilorry about never come to pass. de 're told that God loves us and will provide 
for us. l:Je try to believe it, but it's hard ••• not to be anxious at times. 

I came across this story recently. They say that vrhen Rossini's opera, 
The Barber of Seville, was first performed that it was hooted off the stage. 
lhey didn't like it and the cast was hysterical. There's pain in rejection, 
in being in a production that has just bombed and gotten lousy reviews. The 
cast was commiserating 1r1ith one another when someone noticed that Rossini was 
not among them. And fearing that he might have done sor-e thing really desperate, 
they rushed to his house. There they found him - asleep. "Maestro, are you 
11 right?" they asked. 11 I was until you awakened me" he said. "But what 

about the opera ?11 they asked ••• in obvious despair. Quiest1y Rossini responded, 

"So •.•• it is not good enough. I wi 11 have to compose some
thing better, that is all. But please, let us discuss that 
in the morning. I would like to go to sleep right now". 

':Je need to pray for that sort of an attitude about life. Many of us are 
not as effective in our service to God as we could be because we're letting 
the wrong things bother us and rob us of our sleep, our time, our energy. Our 
Heavenly Father knows ~·Jhat 1.ve need and He will provide. Let go. Let God. 

:\liD :JHAT ABOUT OUR FEELINGS OF UNJJ'OR.THTI\l"ESS 

of the "wrong" things that rob us of our peace. 
of unworthiness. 

lhere 's a second thing that I 
1rrant to mention here ••• another 

It has to do Hith our feelings 

Let me repeat what I've said before. The problem with many of us is not 
that 1.ve think too much of ourselves, but that He think too little. Our feelings 
of umJorthiness can undo us. The person who does not realize his or her 
uniqueness as a child of God - yes, one for whom Christ gave His precious Life -
will continually be causing problems for himself and for others. 

Dack in the d.:-1ys of the Coolidge administration, an overnight guest in the 
Whi~.e House wanted to make a good impression. He was having breakfast with 
President Coolidge. He noticed with some discomfort that the President, having 
been served his coffee, took the coffee cup, poured the greater portion of its 
contents into a deep saucer, and leisurely added a little bit of sugar and 
cream. The guest felt that since the President had follmved this procedure 
that oerhaps he sho•.1ld do the same. So he, too, poured out much of his coffee 
into his saucer and added sugar and cream. Then he watched with dismay as the 
President took his saucer and put it on the floor for the cat. 1'le've never been 
told t-rhat the guest did next. 

But the point is that we do a 11 sorts of foolish things v1hen vJe are un
certain and unsure abont ourselves. And sometimes He do some very sad things. 
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There's a story I heard recently that corres out of lvorld dar II. Japan
ese Har planes Here heading tmvard Pearl Harbor and we're told that two US 
soldiers stationed on an island out in the Pacific spotted the planes on their 
radar and reported this to their ccru~anding officer, a younG lieutenant. He 
;~ave the report a few minutes thought and concluded that the planes on the 
radar screens must be American planes from California. "Don't vTorry about it" 
he said. There's no telling what the results might have been if that young 
l.ieutenant and those t~No soldiers had acted. To simply say, "Don't worry 
about it" •••• it v.rill go away ••• makes a travesty out of it. 

As Palm Sunday and Holy '.-leek now_ approach we 1 re mindful again of how Jesus 
\vent into the Temple and drove the money changers who were there taking 
:!dvantage of the HOrshippers out into the streets. He was worried about it .. 
On another occasion He said, "I have not·come to bring peace but a sword". 
Yes, there are some things that ought to bother Christians - starving children 
in Hrica and Asia, the plight of the hungry and homeless living in the shadows 
of our apartments, the specter of nuclear war, the pollution of our rivers and 
the very air we breathe, the disintegration of family life in our land. There 
are problems over -.,rhich every Christian ought to have a deep and heavy burden. 

There is a time for moral indignation and strong remedial action. There 
is a difference between having God's peace and being an insensitive clod caring 
only about yourself. In a self-centered generation we must continually be on 
guard that our confidence in God does not cause us to ignore our responsibilities 
as soldiers of the Cross. Yes, we need to have same passion as Christians. 

ViE SHOULD NEVER ~-JORRY ABOUT OUR PHYSICAL NEEDS Part of our problem may be 
that 1,1e let the wrong 

things rob us of our peace. There are things - two things - that our Bibles 
tell us that -..re should never worry about. The first is our physical needs. 

As Passover approaches for our Jewish friends, I'm reminded of how the 
children of Israel were wandering around .in the wilderness on their way from 
Egypt to the Promised Land. They were without water. They grew thirsty and 
began complaining to Moses, "~fuy did you bring us out of Egypt to kill us in 
the wilderness from thirst?" And so Moses cried to the Lord, "What shall I do 
with this people for they are ready to stone me?" The Lord told Hoses to strike 
the rock at Horeb and water would come forth and the people would be able to 
have all they wanted to drink. Afterwards ~roses named the place Massah and 
t1eribah because of the faultfinding of the people and because they put the Lord 
to a test by asking, 11 Is the Lord among us or not?" 

Obviously they are not the only people who have 
member how Benjamin Franklin listed his major faults 
w-ith one fault each 1-veek. (\Je should do the same). 
he must defeat Has wasting time and energy worrying. 
alone! 

asked that question. Re
and resolved to do battle 
One of the faults he knew 

He was not or is not -

A PEANUTS cartoon sometime back showed Linus dragging his blanket one day 
and saving to Charlie Brown, "Charlie Brown ••• you look kind of depressed • 11 And 
Charlie Brown replied, "I 1-vorry about school a lot 11 • He paused and then said, 
11 I 1r1orry about my worrying about school. Even my anxieties have anxieties .u 
r1any of us can sympathize with Charlie Brown. Yes, even our anxieties have 
anxieties. 
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IV • OFFERINGS 

A. Note the envelope in the p3w for those who wish to share 
in the Easter altar flowers ••• the ·lilies that grace the 
altar and chancel. 

B. Jesus said, 11 It is more blessed to give than it is to re
ceive". In tr1is spirit, let us worship God with our morning 
offering. 

V. ROSE ON THE ALTAR 

A. In honor of Dana Jaclyn McKeiver, infant d~ughter of 
Dennis and Gail McKeiver, born Thursday, January 18th, 
1990 in Beth Israel Hospital. 

VI. DEATH OF SANDRA STONE BUGGE 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

Death of Sandra Stone Bugge, Friday of this week, March 30th 

Burial on Monday, Syracus, NY. Condolences to husband, 
Paul. Gifted Teacher, sciences ••• 

Sandra - 1~4 years of age - joined our church about lO years 
ago •••• member of faculty of Birch Wathen School and more 
recently, Brooklyn Poly Prep. Married to Paul last August. 

Husband ••• Faul ••• reached at 718 727 - 650? ••• Staten Island. 

Uncertain about arrzangements ••• burial may be today in 
Syracuse. Sandra's father, Dr. Stone, passed away on Thursday 
of this week •••• 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sunday, April 1, 1990 

I. HOLY COM}1UNION 

A. It has long been the custom of our Church to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion •••• and we like to announce for 
the benefit of •••• the Table of Our· Lord is open to all •••• 
that one does not have to be a member of ••• 

B. His Table is open to all ••• and we invite all of you to re
ceive the Sacrament ••• trusting that thistirne for you may be 
an occasion of spiritual renewal ••• reaffirmation ••• rededication 
of your life to the will of God as it comes to us in the life 
and love ••• 

C. A word regarding procedure. The elements will be served to 
you in the pews by the ushers. Upon receiving them, hold 
them ••• 

II. GREETING / VISITORS 

A. Lfe uelcome the visitors in the congregation. Make yourself 
knovm to us. Fill out ••• sigh one of the guest books ••• join 
us downstairs for coffee. 1.·/orship with us ••• work with us •• 

B. The roots 8f this Church are deep ••• doing the Lord 1 s work 
here at this busy corner of His Kingdom since 1837. VIe 
minister here in the name of Christ and it is in His loving 
spirit that 1ve greet and embrace all of you.~~ 

II:E. P AfUSH CONCERNS 

A. Parish concerns are listed for you in the bulletin. Review 
them carefully on your own ••• noting the meetings scheduled 
for this week ••• Trustees, Mernbershfp, Education Committees. 
Also the opportunities for study and spiritual growth. 

B. Be sure to "pick up" your copy of the April issue of our 
monthly news sheet, "A Word in Edgeways 11 • Copies are by the 
door ••• our thanks once again to Lucy Dinnes, Editor ••• 

c. Our Palm Sunday and Holy Heek announcements are there for 
you. For many of us Palm Sunday begins with a pancake break
fast, at nine o'clock. Children will be singing ••• palm leaves. 
Adult Fellowship members are planning to attend the reading 
of Hark's Gospel by Alec McGown on Thursday follo-vring the 
Communion Service. Ken Borgeson has the details for it ••• and 
tickets, too. 

( over ) 



LAY READER: Melissa Shaw 

DATE: 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

-------------------------

March 25, 1990 

~The Scripture Reading for today is taken from the 

_B_o_o_k __ o_f_Ge __ n_e_s_i_s _____________ , Chapter _8_, verses 6 - 22. 

It is found on page __ 6 __ in the Bible that is in the pews. 

(Pause for about 10 seconds to let them 
find it before starting to read) 

'"Thus endeth the reading taken from the Holy Scripture. 

May God add His Blessing to the reading of His Word and to our 

understanding of it. Thanks be to God! Amen!" 

INSTRUCTIONS 

f. The minister will give you a nod when to come forward. 
He will make sure the Bible is open to the proper page 
for you. 

2. After afinouncing the passage to be read, PAUSE ... for 
about 15 seconds to give people the opportunity to 
locate the reading in the Bible in the pews. 

3. Read slowly. Don't rush it. Keep your voice "up" ... 
smile a bit if you can remember to. Be sure to pro
ject your voice out ... the person on the last row has 
t.o be able to hear you. 

4. Careful walking up ..•. careful walking back down. Go 
slowly. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sunday, April 1, 1990 

I. HOLY COMHUNION 

A. It has lone been the custom of our Church to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion •••• and we like to announce for 
the benefit of •••• the Table of Our· Lord is open to all •••• 
that one does not have to be a member of ••• 

B. His Table is open to all ••• and we invite all of you to re
ceive t:Je Sacrament ••• trusting that thistime for you may be 
an occasion of spiritual renewal ••• reaffirmation ••• rededication 
of your life to the will of God as it cones to us in the life 
and love ••• 

c. A word regarding procedure. The elements will be served to 
you in the pews by the ushers. Upon receiving them, hold 
them ••• 

II. GREETING / VISITORS 

A. l.,Je •·relcome the visitors in the congregation. Make yourself 
known to us. Fill out ••• sigh one of the guest books ••• join 
us downstairs for coffee. ~vorship with us ••• work with us •• 

B. The roots of this Church are deep ••• doing the Lord's work 
here at this busy corner of His Kingdom since 1837. ~ve 
minister here in the name of Christ and it is in His loving 
spirit that we greet and embrace all of you ••• 

III. PARISH CONCERNS 

A. Parish concerns are listed for you in the bulletin. Review 
them carefully on your own ••• noting the meetings scheduled 
for this week ••• Trustees, Membership, Education Committees. 
Also the opportunities for study and spiritual growth. 

B. Be sure to "pick up 11 yolU' copy of the April issue of OlU' 
monthly news sheet, "A Word in Edgeways". Copies are by the 
door ••• our thanks once again to Lucy Dinnes, Editor ••• 

c. Our Palm Sunday and Holy Heek announcements are there for 
you. For many of us Palm Sunday begins with a pancake break
fast, at nine o'clock. Children will be singing ••• palm leaves. 
Adult Fellowship members are planning to attend the reading 
of Hark 1 s Gaspe 1 by Alec McGown on ThlU'sday fo1lovring the 
Communion Service. Ken Borgeson has the details for it ••• and 
tickets, too. 

( over ) 
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IV. OFFERINGS 

A. Note the envelope in the rew for those Hho wish to share 
in the Easter altar flowers ••• the ·Ulies that grace the 
altar and chancel. 

B. Jesus said, 11 It is more blessed to give than it is to re
ceive". In t:.-1is spirit, let us worship God with our morning 
offering. 

V. ROSE ON THE ALTAR 

A. In honor of Dana Jaclyn McKeiver, infant dn.ughter of 
Dennis and Gail McKeiver, born Thursday, January 18th, 
1990 in Beth Israel Hospital. 
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II 

"SEEKING INNER PEACE" 

IN'rRODUCTION Golfers in the congregation who believe in prayer may re-
call something that took place in the deciding round of 

play of the 1983 US Open. Larry Nelson was tied for first place when his ap
proach shot to the 16th green left him sixty-two feet from the hole. His fans 
groaned. In the world of golf, sinking a sixty-two foot putt is about as 
likely as a hole-in-one. In baseball, that 1 s roughly the distance from the 
pitcher's mound to home plate. He paused befor~ the putt for a long moment. 
Then he raised his head, sized up the terrain and stroked the ball. 

It rolled downhill for a spell, then up an incline, down, up another and 
then gently curved, "ker-plunk'' - into the hole l Some called it the "shot of 
the year". An~vay, bolstered by his magnificent putt, Larry Nelson went on to 
1..;in the tournament, his first victory follmring a tvro-year slump. 

One of the reporters 1..;ho interviewed h.im asked him if he had done any 
praying during the match, especially before that fateful putt. "Yes" anseered 
Larry Nelson who is a Christian. "1rJere you pra,.ring you'd make that shot?" 
asked the reporter. "No" he said. "':!hat Here you praying for then? 11 asked the 
reporter. Larry Nelson's answer sho11ld speak to all of us. He simply replied 
11 Peace". 11 I -vras praying for peace". 

DEVELOPMENT Is there anyone in this sanctuary this morning who at some 
time in his or her life not offered up a similar prayer? 

Mark T·,min once commented that, 

" •••• from his cradle to his grave a man never does a 
single thing which has any first and foremost object 
save one - to secure peace of mind - spiritual com
fort for himself •" 

Hark Twain may have been overstating the case but the truth of the matter is 
that our hearts do long to be at peace - peace with our neighbors, peace with 
ourselves and peace with God. 

And the Good News for this Fifth Sunday in Lent, ~assion Sunday, comes to 
us from St. Paul, chapter five, verse one of his Letter to the Romans. 

"Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we 
have peace vrith God through our Lord, Jesus 
Christ". 

Paul goes on to say to us in the verses that follovr that even in the midst of 
suffering and misfortune we can have this peace. Even though we are undeserving 
of it, ''le can have this peace because of the deep mystery of v.rhat took place on 
Good Friday on the cross of Calvary. 

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE Now a vrord of caution should be spoken at this 
point. There is a decided difference between the 

peace that Christ brings to us and smug "self-satisfaction". There are times 
when a Christian must be agitated. There are occasions when strong feelings 
are justified in order to avoid moral flabbiness. 
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There's a story I heard recently that cones out of hlorld dar II. Japan
ese 1-mr planes vrere heading tm-rard Pearl Harbor and we're told that two US 
soldiers stationed on an island out in the Pacific spotted the planes on their 
radar and reported this to their cornmandin.g officer, a younc; lieutenant. He 
zave the report a few minutes thought and concluded that the planes on the 
radar screens must be American planes from California. "Don 1 t Horry about it" 
he said. There's no telling what the results might have been if that young 
lieutenant and those two soldiers had acted. To simply say, "Don't worry 
about it" •••• it lrTill go away ••• makes a travesty out of it. 

As Palm Sunday and Holy Heeks approaches, we're mindful again of how Jesus 
Hent into the Temple and drove the money changers who were their taking 
2dvantage of the Horshippers out into the streets. He was worried about it .. 
On another occasion He said, "I have not·come to bring peace but a sword". 
Yes, there are some things that ought to bother Christians - starving children 
in \frica and Asia, the plight of the hungry and homeless living in the shadows 
of our apartments, the specter of nuclear war, the pollution o.f our rivers and 
the very air H·e breathe, the disintegration of family life in our land. There 
are problems over :,,rh ich every Christian ought to have a deep and heavy burden. 

There is a time for moral indignation and strong remedial action. There 
is a difference between having God's peace and being an insensitive clod caring 
only about yourself. In a self-centered generation we must continually be on 
guard that our confidence in God does not cause us to ignore our responsibilities 
as soldiers of the Cross. 

vJE SHOULD NEVER \rJORRY ABOU'r OUR PHYSICAL NEEDS Part of our problem may be 
that ,,,e let the wrong 

things rob us of ·our peace. There are things - two things - that our Bibles 
tell us that '1-Te should never worry about. The first is our physical needs. 

As Passover approaches for our Jewish friends, I'm reminded of hovr the 
children of Israel were wandering around in the wilderness on their way from 
Egypt to the Promised Land. They were without water. They grew thirsty and 
began complain.ing to Moses, 11 \•Jhy did you bring us out of Egypt to kill us in 
the wilderness from thirst?" And so Moses cried to the Lord, "What shall I do 
with this people for they are ready to stone me?" The Lord told l'1oses to strike 
the rock at Horeb and water would come forth and the people would be able to 
have all they wanted to drink. After\v-ards Hoses named the place Massah and 
Heribah because of the faultfinding of the people and because they put the Lord 
to a test by asking, 11 Is the Lord among us or not'?" 

Obviously they are not the only people who have 
member how Benjamin Franklin listed his major faults 
with one fanlt each 1-veek. (\Je should do the same). 
he must defeat >v-as wasting time and energy worrying. 
alone! 

asked that question. Re
and resolved to do battle 
One of the faults he knew 

He was not or is not -

A PEANUTS cartoon sometime back showed Linus dragging his blanket one day 
and saying to Charlie Brown, "Charlie Brown ••• you look kind of depressed." And 
Charlie Brown replied, "I 1.vorry about school a lot". He paused and then said, 
"I 1rrorry about my worrying about school. Even my anxieties have anxieties." 
Hany of us can sympathize with Charlie Brawn. Yes, even our anxieties have 
anxieties. 
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Let's face it, we all find it difficult to heed the words of Jesus tucked 
away there in Hat thew, chapter six. 

" •••• don 1 t be anxious about your life, \vhat you shall eat, 
or what you shall drink, nor about your body, what you 
shall put on •••• your Heavenly Father knows you need them 
all. 11 

iJe all knmv that needless worry is destructive and that 85% of the things we 
worry about never come to pass. ~1e 're told that God loves us and will provide 
for us. i:Je try to believe it, but it's hard ••• not to be anxious at times. 

I came across this story recently. They say that lrJhen Rossini 1 s opera, 
The Barber of Seville, was first performed that it was hooted off the stage. 
'lhey didn't like it and the cast was hysterical. There's pain in rejection, 
in being in a production that has just bombed and gotten lousy reviews. The 
cast was commiserating with one another when someone noticed that Rossini was 
not among them. And fearing that he might have done SO''€ thing really desperate, 
they rushed to his house. There they found him - asleep. 11Maestro, are you 
·11 right?" they asked. 11 I was until you awakened me 11 he said. "But what 
about the opera? 11 they asked ••• in obvious despair. Quiestly Rossini responded, 

"So •.•• it is not good enough. I will have to compose some
thing better, that is all. But please, let us discuss that 
in the morning. I would like to go to sleep right now11 • 

iJe need to pray for that sort of an attitude about life. Many of us are 
not as effective in our service to God as we could be becallse we're le.tting 
the wrong things bother us and rob us of our sleep, our time, our energy. Our 
Heavenly Father knows '>Jhat He need and He will provide. let go. Let God. 

:\ND AHAT ABOUT OUR FEELINGS OF UN'tlORTHTI'lliSS 

of the "wrong11 things that rob us of our peace. 
of unworthiness. 

'lbere 1 s a second thing that I 
tr.rant to mention here ••• another 
It has to do 1-1ith our feelings 

Let me repeat what I've said before. The problem with many of us is not 
that 1ve think too much of ourselves, but that we think too little. Our feelings 
of unvmrthiness can undo us. 'fhe person who does not realize his or her 
uniqueness as a child of God - yes, one for whom Christ gave His precious life -
will continually be causing problems for himself and for others. 

Back in the days of the Coolidge administration, an overnight quest in the 
White House wanted to make a good impress ion. He was having breakfast with 
President Coolidge. He noticed with some discomfort that the President, having 
been served his coffee, took the coffee cup, poured the greater portion of its 
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one as she. She could not know that He >·muld show such interest that one day 
He would die on a cruel cross in order to bring her and others like her into 
a right relationship with God. 
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that while He vJere yet sinners Christ died for us." 
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"Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have 
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HOLY WEEK APPROACHES Holy \veek dra\vS near and once again, the greatest 
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says it all. 
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understanding here 'this hour ••• in the bread and the cup. Visit our sick with 
the nuiet assurance of Your care. Encircle the bereaved 1vith Your warm, 
he<~ling presence. The race is short, 0 God, even at its longest and we would 
run it '·rell, ahmys to Your glory. In the name and spirit of Christ, we pray. 



ANTHEM: "His Voice As the Sound" 

"His voice as the sound of the dulcimer 
sweet is heard thro' the shadows of death; 
the cedars of Lebanon bow at his feet, the 
air is perfum'd with his breath. His lips 
as a fountain of righteousness flow that 
waters the garden of grace, from which their 
salvation the Gentiles shall know, and bask 
in the smile of his face. 

Love sits in his eyelids and scatters 
delight thro' all the bright regions on high. 
Their faces the Cherubim veil in his sight 
and tremble with fullness of joy. He looks 
and then thousands of angels rejoice, and 
myriads wait for his word. He speaks and 
eternity filled with his voice, reechoes the 
praise of her Lord." 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are 
held on Wednesday evening at 6:15 pm in the 
downstairs Choir Room. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick up your copy of the 
April issue of our monthly news sheet, "A 
Word in Edgeways". Copies are by the door 
in the narthex and also in the Russell Room. 

,.., .,. . 

A ROSE ON THE ALTAR 

The rose on the altar today is in honor 
of Dana Jaclyn McKeiver, infant daughter of 
Dennis and Gail McKeiver, born January 18th, 
1990 in Beth Israel Hospital, New York City. 

EASTER ALTAR FLOWERS 

Those wishing to give to the fund for 
Easter altar flowers are invited to use the 
envelope in the pew. April lOth is the dead
line for making arrangements. 

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN" 

The "Hounds of Heaven" meet on Tuesday 
evening at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. Lynn 
Clarke and George Leopold are leading the 
class in a study of We Are An Easter People. 
New friends are always welcome; old ones, too. 

ALDERSGATE CLASS 

The Aldersgate Class meets on Wednesday 
evening at 7:30 in Fellowship Hall. Duane 
Thompson is leading the class in a study of 
The Enormous Exception: Meeting Christ in 
the Sermon on the Mount. All are welcome. 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 

The Board of Trustee will meet on Mon
day evening at 6:30 in the Ryan Barry Room. 
The Membership Committee will meet Thursday 
evening for a 6:30 supper at Dee Schaffield's. 
The Education Committee will meet on Thurs
day evening at 7:30 in the third floor Fel
lowship Hall lounge area. 

.. 



NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN 

A group of new members will be received 
into the Church on May 20th. Persons who 
may be interested in strengthening a tie with 
the Church through membership this Spring are 
invited to share word of this with Mr. Clarke. 
Membership Conversations will be held on Sun
day evening, May 13th, at 6 pm. 

PLAY TAG 

The Membership Committee reminds you to 
wear your name tag at the coffee hour and to 
make two new friends. New name tags are soon 
to be ordered. If you wish to have one, speak 
to Dee Schaffield. 

Members of the Membership Committee will 
be carrying blank name tags at coffee hour ... 
so if you're a visitor, come on down and 
"play tag" with the rest of us. 

PALM SUNDAY / HOLY WEEK 

Our Palm Sunday celebration begins at 
nine o'clock next Sunday morning with an in
vitation to all to share in a Pancake Break
fast. (Adults $5. 00; children $3. 00) . 

The boys and girls will be singing 
"Hosanna, Halleujah" in.the service. Palm 
leaves will be distributed to the children in 
the service and to the adults at the door 
following the service. Join us for this 
special service which ushers in Holy Week. 

A service of Holy Communion will be 
held on Maundy Thursday, April 12th, at 6:30. 
Members of the Adult Fellowship will leave 
at 7:30 for The Lamb's (l30 West 44th Street) 
to hear Alec McCowen in "St. Mark's Gospel". 
(See Ken Borgeson for your $20 ticket}. 

Again this year- there will be an hour of 
Good Friday meditation and music (12 to 1) 
in the sanctuary. All are invited. 
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ORGAN 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
April 1, 1990 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

"0 Sacred Head" Bach 

HYMN NO. 66 "Praise, 
APOSTLES' CREED 
GLORIA PATRI 

My Soul, the King of Heaven" 

*** 
SCRIPTURE 

PARISH CONCERNS 

Exodus 17: 3 - 7 
Romans 5: 1 - 11 

No. 881 
No. 71 

Page 60 
Page 980 

ANTHEM "His Voice As the Sound" Arr. by Shaw 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 295 "In the Cross of Christ I Glory" 
SERMON "Seeking Inner Peace" Mr. Clarke 
PRAYER 

*** 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 

Invitation (No. 26) 
General Confession 
Prayer of Pardon 
Words of Assurance 
Great Thanksgiving and The Sanctus 
Prayer of Humble Access 
Agnus Dei 
Partaking of the Elements 
Prayer of Resolution 
127 "Guide Me, 0 Thou Great Jehovah" 

BENEDICTION 
HYMN NO. 

ORGAN "0 Father in Heaven" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Bach 

LAY READER 

We welcome Kenn Barton to the lectern today. A native 
of New Jersey, reared in Brooklyn, and Long Island, Kenn 
is an Ohio Wesleyan graduate with a BA in Education. After 
having taught school both in Virginia and Long Island, 
Kenn moved to New York City to pursue an acting career. He 
is currently employed at Chase Manhattan Bank in the Com
modity Department. Here in the Church he is a member o~ 
both the Worship and the Adult Fellowship Committees. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Judith 
and Antonia Berns in loving memory of Paul Defoe, father, 
Emma Carpenter, grandmother and Molly Berns, mother in law. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters today are Dee Schaffield and Julie 
Jetton. The ushers are Len Williams, Ken Barclay, William 
Chambers, Carl Condra, Robert Lewis, John Lombardo and 
Charles Wire. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
by Debbie Cox-Riches Needham; Margaret Brown, Susan Goodwin, 
Cheryl Kinchen, Jaya Melwani and Melissa Shaw. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 
9:30 in Fellowship Hall. Al Thomas is leading the class 
in a study of the Book of Acts. 
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